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PREFACE.

Tur plan of narrative adopted in the ensuing pages, is
recommended by bdth the sanction and the example of
very learned antiquity ; since, without referring to the
numerous classical volumes, which have been written
upon the same principle, two of the most ancient and
esteemed works on English Jurisprudence have honoured
it with their selection. Of the accuracy of the historical
events here recorded, the authorities so explicitly cited
arc the mbst ample proofs ; and, that they might be the
more .generally interesting, whatever may have been
their original language, the whole are now given in
English : so that an argument should lose nonc of its
effect from its too crudite obscurity, nor an illustration
any of its amusement by requiring to be translated.

The collcetion and arrangement of these materials
have beenr a labour so unexpectedly toilsome and ex-
tended, as, it is hoped, fully to excuse every delay in
the work’s appearance ; “and, but for the valuable aid of
those numerous fiiends who have so kindly assisted its
progress, it must have still been incomplete. Of these
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the first and the most fervent has been Joun GARRATT,
Esq., who, by a singularly happy coincidence, was at
once ‘the founder of the New London Bridge, as Lord
.Mayor; and a native, and Alderman, of the Ward con-
taining the O1d one. Of other benefactors to these shects,
the names of Hexny SMrDLEY, Ese.; H. P, StannLEY,
Esq. ; Henry Woonrtuorrr, Esq., Town Clerk ; Mg.
Josera York Hartron ; MR. Joun Tuaonas Saurn', of
the British Museumn ; Mr. Wiriam Urcorr, of the
London Institution ; and Mr. Wirriam Krianr, of the
New Bridge Works; will sufficiently evince the impor-
tance of their communications ; to whom, as well as to
the many other friends, whose kindnesses I am forbidden
to enumerate, 1 thus offer my sincerest acknowledge-
ments. The Historians of the Mectropolis have hitherto
passed over the subject of this work far too siightingly :
it will be my most ample praise to have endeavoured to
supply that deficiency, by these

CaroricrLes or LonpoN Bringe.

June 15, 1827.
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LONDON BRIDGE.

#0 numerons are the alterations
5 and modernisms in almost every
street of this huge metropolis,
that, 1 verily believe, the con-
servators of our goodly city are
tryiflr the strength of a London
Antiquary’sheart ; and, by their
B continual spoliationg, endeavour-
d ing to ascertain  whether it
A —— Ml be really made of * pcnetrablo
stuff.”  For my own part, if they continue thus im-
proving, T must even give up the ghost; sinee, in a
little time, there will not be a spot left, where any fea-
ture of age will carry back my remembrance to its
ancient original. 'What with pullings-down, and build-
ings-up ; the turning of land into canals, and covering
over old water-ways with new-paved streets; crecting
pert plaster fronts to some venerable old edifices, and
utterly abolishing others from off the face of the earth ;
London but too truly resembles the celebrated keepsake-
knife of the sailor, which, for its better preservation, had
been twice re-bladed,.anc was once treated with a new
handle. One year carried with it that grand fragment
of our city’s wall, which so long girdled in Moorfields;
while another bedevilled the ancient gate of St. John's
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Priory with Heraldry, which Belzebub himsclf could
not blazon, and left but one of the original hinges to its
antique pier. Nay, there are reports, too, that even
Derby House, the fair old College of Heralds,—where
my youth was taught * the blasynge of Cote Armures,”
under two of the wisest officers that ever wore a tabard,
—that even that unassuming quadrangle is to be forth-
with levelled with the dust, and thus for ever blotted
from the map of London! Alas for theday! Moorgate
is not, and Aldgate is not ! Aldersgate is but the shadow
of a name, and Newgate lives only as the title of a prison-
house! "In the absence, then, of many an antique building
which I yet remember, 1 have little else to supply the
vacuum in my heart, but to wander around the rains of
those few which still exist :—to gaze on the rich tran-
somed bay-windows that cven yet light the apartments
of Sir Paul Pindar’s now degraded dwelling ; to look with
regret upon the prostitutedMalls of Crosby House; or
to roam over to the Bankside, and contemplate the fast-
perishing fragments of Winchester's once proud Episcopal
palace, .

It was but recently, in my return from visiting the spot
last mentioned, that I betook me to a tavern where I was
erst wont to indulge in another old-fashioned luxury,—
which has also been taken away from me,— that of
quaffing genuine wine, drawn reaming from the butt in
splendid silver jugs, in the merry O Suapes by Lonnon
Brince. 1 loved this custom, because it was one of the
very few fragments of an ancient citizen’s conviviality
which have descended to us: a worthy old friend and
relative, many a long year since, first introduced me to
the goodly practice, and though I originally liked it
merely for his sake, yet I very soon learned to admire it
for its own. It was a most lovely moonlight night, and
I placed myself in one of the window bexes, whence I
could see the fastly-ebbing tide glittering with silvery
flashes; whilst the broad radiance of the planet, cast
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upon the pale stone colour of the Bridge, strikingly con~
trasted with the gas star-like sparks which shone from
the lamps above it. * Alas!” 'murmured 1, * pass hut
another twenty years, and even thou, stately old London
Bridge !—even thou shalt live only in memory, and the
draughts which are now made of thine image. Inmodern
eyes, indeed, these may scem of little value, but unto
antiquaries, even the rudest resemblance of that which is
not, is worth the gold of Ind ; and Oh! that we possessed
some fair limning of thine early forms; or Oh! for some-
faithful old Chronicler, who knew thee in all thine
ancient pride and splendour, to tell us the interesting
story of thy foundation, thine adventures, and thy fate !”

It was at this part of my reverie, that the Waiter at
the Shades touched my elbow to inform me, that a stout
old gentleman, who called himself M. Barnany Post-
kRN, had sent his compliments, and desired the pleasure
of my gociety in the drinking of a hot sack-posset. < My
services and thanks,” said 1, ¢ wait upon the ancient ; T
shall be proud of his company : but for sack-posset,
where, in the name of Dame Woolley, that all-accom-
plished cook, hath he learned how to ? but he
comes.”

My visitor, as he entered, did not appear any thing very
remarkable ; he looked simply a shrewd, hale, short old
gentleman, of stiff formal manners, wrapped in a dark-
coloured cloak, and bearing in his hand a covered tankard,
which he set upon the table hetwixt us; after which,
making a very low how, he took his seat opposite to me,
and at onc opened the conversation.

“ Your fame,” said he, “ Mn. GeorFrEy Bambicaw,
as a London Antiquary, is not unknown to me; and I
have sometimes pleased myself with the thought, that
you must be even a distant relation of my own, since tra-
dition says, thatthe Barbicans and the Posterns originally
received their names from having been gate-kcepers in
various parts of this fair city: but of that I will not

' B2
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positively speak. Howbeit, I am right glad of this fel-
lowship, because I have some communications and reflec~
tions which I would fain makg to you, touching the carlier
days of that Bridge, under which the tide is now so rapidly
running.”

¢ My dear Mr. Postern,” said I, in rapture, *“nothing
could delight me more than an Antiquary’s stories of that
famous edifice ; but moralising I abominate, since I can
do that for mysclf, even to admiration ; so, my good
fricnd, Mr. Barnaby, as much description, and as many
rich old sketches, as youn please, but no reflections, my
kinsman, no reflections.”

“ Well,” returned my visitor, T will do my best to
entertain you; but you very well know, that we old
fellows, who have scen generations rise and decay, are
apt to make prosing remarks. However, we'll start
fairly, and taste of my tankard before we set out: trust
me, it’s filled with that same beverage which Sir John
Falstaff used to drink o’nights in East Cheap ; for the
recipé for brewing it was found, written in a very ancient
hand upon a piece of vellum, when the Boar's Head was
pulled down many a long year ago. Drink, then, worthy
Mr. Barbican ; drink, good Sir;—you’ll find it excellent
beverage, and I'll pledge you in kind.”

Upon this invitation, I drank of my visitor’s tankard ;
and believe me, reader, I never yct tasted auny thing half
so delicious ; for it fully equalled the eculogium which
Shakspeare’s jovial knight pronounces upon it in the
sceond part of ¢ King Henry the Fourth,” act iv. se. iii, ;
where the merry Cavalier of Eastcheap tells us, that
“ A good Sherris sack hath a two-fold operation in it: it
ascends me into the brain, drics me there all the foolish,
and dull, and crudy vapours which environ it : makes i.
apprchensive, quick, forgetive, full of nimble, fiery, and
delcctable shapes; which, delivered o'er to the voice,
(the tongue,) which is the birth, becomes excellent wit.
The second property of your excellent Sherris is,—the
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warming of the Wlood ; which, before cold and settled,
left the liver white and pale, which is the badge of pusil-
lanimity and cowardice : the Sherris warms it, and
malkes it course from the mnwards to the parts extreme.
It illumincth the face ; which, as a beacon, gives warn-
ing to all the rest of this little kingdom, man, to arm;
and then, the vital commoners, and inland petty spirits,
muster me all to their captain, the heart ; who, great,
and puffed up with this retinue, doth any deed of courage ;
and this valour comes of Sherris: so that skill in the
weapon is nothing, without sack ; for that sets it a-work :
and learning, a meze hoard of gold kept by a devil, till
sack commences it, and sets it in act and use. If 1 had
a thousand sons, the first human principle I would teach
them should be,—to forswear thin potations, and addict
themselve to sack !”

Truly, indced, I felt all those cffects in myself ; whilst
my visitor appeared to be so inspired by it, that, as if all
the valuable lore reldting to London Bridge had been
locked up until this moment, he opened to me such a trea-
sure of infermation concerning it, that, I verily believe, he
left nothing connected with the subject untouched. He
quoted books and authors with a facility to which 1 have
known no parallel ; and, what is quite as extraordinary,
the same magical philtre cnabled me as faithfully to retain
them, Indeed, the posset and his discourse scemed to
cnliven all my facultics in such a manner, that the very
scenes of which my comnpanion spake appeared to rvise
before my eyes as he described them. When Mr. Pos-
tern hau pledged me, therefore, by drinking my health,
in a very formal manner, he thus commenced his dis-
course.

“ You very well know, my good Mr. Barbican, that
Gulielmus Stephanides, of, as the vulgar call him, Wil-
lism Fifz-Stephen, who was the friend and sccretary of
Thomas & Becket, & native of London, and who died
about 1191, in his invalsable tract, ¢ Descriptio Nobilis-
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simse Civitatis Londonia,’ fol. 26, tefls us, that to the
North of London there exisied, in his days, the large
remains of that immense fogagt which once covered the
very banks of this brave river. * Proxime patet ingens
JSorestas &c. begins the passage ; and pray observe that I
quote from the best edition, with a commentary by that
excellent Antiquary, Dr. Samuel Pegge, published in
London, ‘n the year 1772, in 4to. Evcr, Mr. Barbican,
while you live, ever quote from the editio optima of cvery
author whom you cite ; for, next to a knowledge of books
themselves, is an acquaintance with the hest editions.
But to return, Sir; in those woody groves of yew, which
the old citizens wisely encouraged for the making of their
bows, were then hunted the stag, the buck, and the doe ;
and the great northern road, which now echoes the tuncful
Kent bugle of mail-coach-guards, was then aff extensive
wilderness, resonnding with the shrill horns of the Saxon
Chiefs, as they waked up the deer from his lair of vert
and brushwood. 'The very paths, too, that now behold
the herds of oxen and swine driven townward to support
London’s hungry thousands, then echoed with the bel-
lowing of savage bulls, and the harsh grunting of many a
stout wild boar. But, as you have observed, I am to
describe scenes, and you are to moralise upon their
changes ; so we'll hasten down again to the water-side,
only observing, that the sitc of the ancient British Lon-
don is yet certainly marked out to you, by the old
rhyming stone in Pannier Alley, by St. Paul’s, which
saith,—
¢ WHEN YY HAVE SOVGHT
THE CITY ROVYND,

YET STILL THIS 18
THE HIGHEST GROVND.'

¢ Now, Julins Cwesar tclls yow in his Comnmentarics
¢ De Bello Gallico,” 1ib. v. cap. xxi. that ¢ a British town
was nothing more than a thick wood, fortified with a
ditch and rampart, to serve as a place of retreat against
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the incursions of their enemies.” Hecre, then, stood our
good old city, upon the best ‘vantage ground of the
Forest of Middlesex ; the gmall hive-shaped dwellings
of the Britons, formed of bark, or boughs, or recds
from the rushy sides of these broad waters, being inter-
sperscd between the trees ; whilst their little mountain
metropolis, the ©locum reperit egregic naturd, atque
opere munitum,’ a place which appeared extremely strong,
both by art and nature,—as the same matchless classic
called those primitive defences,—was guarded on the
North by a dark wood, that might: have daunted cven
the Roman Cohorts; and to the South, where there was
no wilderncss, morasses, covered with fat weeds, and
divided by such strcams as the Wall-brook, the Share-
burn, the Fleta, and others of less note, streiched down-
ward to the Thames. As Cemsar and his Legions marched
straight from the coast, worthy old Bagford was certainly
in the right, when, in a letter to his brother-antiquary
Hearne, he said, that the Roman invader came along the
rich marshy ground now supporting Kent Strect,—in
truth very unlike the road of a splendid conqueror,—
and, entering the Thames as the tide was just turning,
his army made a wide angle, and was driven on shore
by the current close to yonder Cement Wharf, at Dow-
gate Dock. This you find prefixed to Tom Hearne's
edition of Lcfind’s ¢ Collectanea de Rebus Britannicis,’
London, 1774, 8vo, vol. i. pp. lviii, lix.: and many an
honest man, since ¢ the hook-nosed fellow of Rome,’
before a bridge carricd him over the waters dry-shod,
has triel the same route, in preference to going up to
the Mill-ford, in the Strand, or York-ford which lay still
higher. In good time, however, the Romans, to com-
memorate their own successful landing there, built a
Trajectus, or Ferry, ta comvey passengers to their famous
military road which led to Dover. But history is not
wholly without the mention of a Bridge over the Thames
near London, even still earlier than this period; for,
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when Dion Cassius is recording the invasion of Britain
by the Emperor Claudius L., a. p. 44, he says,—* The
Britons having betaken themselves to the River Thames,
where it discharges itself into the Sea, easily passed over
it, being perfectly acquainted with irs depths and
shallows: while the Romans, pursuing them, were
thereby brought inte great danger. ‘The Gauls, how-
ever, again setting sail, and some of them harig passed
over by the Bridge, higher up the River, they set upon
the Brituns on all sides with great slaughter; until
rashly pursuing those that escaped, many of them
perished in the bogs and marshes.”  This passage, which
it must be owned, however, is not very satisfuctory, is
to be found in the best edition of the * Flistorie Romanee,
by Fabricius and Reimar, Hamburgh, 1750-52, folio,
vol. il. p. 958; in the F9th book and 20th scction.
The Greck text begin: ¢ Avaxwpnodvray 8 dvreifo Tav
Bpertavior émi iy Tupéouv woraudy,” &c.; and the Latin—
¢ Inde se Britauni ad fuvitm Tamesin.' 1 have only
to remind you that Dion Cas<ius flourished about A. p.
230.  Before we finally quit Roman London, however,
T inust make one more historical remark.  The inserip-
tion on the monument which 1 quoted from Panuier
Alley, s dated August the 27th, 1688 ; and if even at
that period,—throngh all the mutations of the soil, and
more thar sixteen centuries after the Ronfn Invasion, —
the ground still retained its original altitude, it yet further
proves on how admirable a site our ancient London was
originally erected : —well worthy.indeed. to be the metro-
polis of the world.  This also is remarked by honest
Bagford, iu his work alveady cited, where, at page 1xxij.,
he says,~—* For many of our ancient kings and nobility
took delight in the situation of the old Roman boildings,
which were always very fine and pleasant, the Romans
being very circumspeet in regard to their settlements,
having always an eye to some river, spring, wood, &e.
for the convenience of life, particularly an wholesome
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air. And this no doubt occasioncd the old Monks,
Knights Templars, and, after them, the Knights of $t,
John of Jerasalem, as also the Friars, to settle in most
of the Roman buildings, as-well private as public : which
thing. if duly considered, will be found to be 4 main
reason why we have so few remains of them.’

“ As I have always cousidered that the Romans had
no more to do with Britain, than Joo the waiter here
would have in a Concluve of Cardinals, I will not trouble
you with any sketch of the dress or manners of the
ferryman and his customers, during their government.
Indeed, as a native of London, I nlways lament over it
as the time of our captivity ; and so 1 shall hasten on to
the tenth century, when our Runic Ancesters from
Gothland were settled in Britain ;—when courage was
the chicfest virtue, and the r~dest hospitality—-="

« Have pity upon me, my excellent Mr. Postern,”
interrupted I, « for I am narurally impatient at reflec-
tions ; it you love me, then, give me scenery without
meditations, and history without a moral.”

“ Truly, sir,” said he, * I was oblivious, for T'd got
upon a favourite topic of mine, the worth of our Saxon
forefathers ; but we'll cut them oft short by another
draught of the sack-pusset, and take up again with the
establishment of a ferry by one Master Audery, in the
year nine hundred and nincty——Ah! sec now. my
memeory has left me for the precise year, but nevertheless,
Mr. Geoffrey Barbican, my service to you.” When he
und pussed me the tankard, after what I considered a
vory reasonable draught, Mr, Postern thus continneld.

“ I hold it right, my friend, to mix these convivialia
with our antiquarian discussions, bhecanse 1 know that
they ave not only ancient, but in a mamer peculiar to
this part of the watar-side ; for we find Stephanides,
Stephanus ab sStephano, as 1 may jocularly call him,
whom 1 hefore quoted, saying at fol. 32, ¢ Preeteren es in
Londsnia super ripum fluminis,” &c. ; but we'll give the
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quotation in plain English. ¢ And morcover, on the
banks of the river, besides the wine sold in ships’—that
is to say, forcign wines of Anjou, Auxcrre, and Gascoigne,
though even then we had some Saxon and Rhenish wines
well worth the drinking,—*besides the wines sold in
ships and vaults, there is a public eating-house, or cook’s
shop. Here, according to the scason, you may find
victuals of all kinds, roasted, baked, fried, or boiled.
Fish, large and small, with coarse viands for the poorer
sort, and more delicate ones for the rich, such as venison,
fowls, and small birds. In case a friend should arrive at
a citizen’s house, much wearicd with his journey, and
chooses not to wait, an-hungered as he is, for the buying
and cooking of meat,
The water’s served, the bread’s in baskets brought.

Iirg /En. i, 705,
and recourse is immediately had to the bank above men-
tioned, where everything desirable is instantly procured.
No number so great, of kuights or strangers, can either
cnter the city at any hour of day or night, or leave it,
but all may be supplied with provisions, so, that those
have no occasion to fast too long, nor these to depart the
city without their dinner. To this place, if they be so
disposed, they resort, and there they regale themselves,
every man according to his abilities. Those who have
a mind to indulge, nced not to hanker after sturgeon, nor
a guinca-fowl; nor a gelinote de bois’—which somre call
red-game, and others a godwit—* for there are delicacies
cnough to gratify their palates. It is a public eating-
house, and is both highly convenient and uscful to the
city, and is a clear proof of its civilization.’

Thus speaks Fitz-Stephen of the time of Ienry II.
between the years 1170 and 1182 ; and if you leok but
two centurics later, you shalk find that John Holland,
Duke of Exeter, held his Inn here at Cold Harbour,
and gave to his half-brother, King Richard the Second,
& sumptuous dinner, in 1397. 'Then too, when this spot
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became the property of the merry Henry Plantagenet,
Prince of Wales, by the gift of Henry the Fourth, the
same King filled his cellars with ¢ twenty casks and one
pipe of red wine of Gascoigne, free of duty.” This you
have on the authority of John Stow, on the one part, in
his * Survey of London,” the best edition by John Strype,
&e. London, 1754, fol., vol. i. p. 523; and of Master
Thomas Pcnnant, on the other, in his ¢ Account of
London,” 2d edit. London, 1791, 4to, p. 330.”

“ Ay, Mr. Postern,” said I, “and that same Cold
IHarbour is not the less dcar to me, forasmuch as Stow
noteth, in the very place which you-have just now cited,
that Richard the Third gave the Messuage, and all its
appurtenances, to John Wrythe, Garter Prineipal King
of Arms, and the rest of the Royal Heralds and Pursui-
vants, in 1485.”"—* T'rue, Mr. Geoffrey, true,” answered
my visitor ; * and you may remember that here also, in
these very Shades, did King Charles the merry regale
incognito ; and here, too, came Addison.and his galaxy
of wits to finish a social evening. Then, but a little
above to the North, was the fumous market of East
Cheap ; of which our own Stow speaks in his book before
cited, p. 503, quoting the very rare ballad of ¢ London
Lickpenny,” composed by Dan John Lydgate, of which
a copy in the old chronicler'’s own handwriting is yet
extant in the Harleian Manuscripts, No. 542, art. 17, fol.
102, of which stanza 12 says,—

¢ Then T hicd me into Kstchepe ;

One eried ribes of befe, and many a pie,

Pewtar potts they clatteryd on a heape,

Ther was harpe, pipe, and sawtry,

Ye by cckke, nay by cokke, somo began to ery,

Some sange of Jenkin and Julian, to get themselves mede ;
Ful fayno I wold hade of that mynstralsie

"But for Incke of moncy I xowld not spede "

¢ Lydgate, ybu know, died in the ycar 1440, at the
age of sixty. In the present day, indeed, we have only
the indications of this festivity in the names of the ways
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leading down to, or not far from, the river; as Pudding
Lane, Fish Street Hill, the Vine-tree, or Vintry, Bread-
street——"

“ Hold! hold! my dear Mr. Barnaby,” interrupted I,
¢ what on earth has all this long muster-roll of gluttony
to do with London Bridge? You are as it were endea-
vouring to prove, that yonder is the moon lighting the
waters; for certes, it is a self-evident truth, that the
citizens of London have from time immemorial been
mighty trencher-men ; nay, if 1 remember me rightly,
Your own favourite Stephanides says, ¢ The only plagues
of London are, immoderate drinking of idle fellows, and
often fires:’ so that we'll take for granted, and get on to
the Bridge.”

“ You are in the right,” answored Mr. Postern ; “the
passage begins, ¢ Nole pestes Londonie, &c., at fol. 42,
and truly I wished hut to show you how proper a place
thesce Shades are to be convivial in ; but now we will but
just touch upon the Saxon Ferry and Wooden Bridge,
and then come at once to the first stone one, founded by
the excellent Peter of Colechurch, in the year 1176. 1
would you could but have seen the curious boat in which,
for many years, Audery the Ship-wight, as the Saxons
called him, rowed his fare over those restless waters, It
was in form very much like a crescent laid upon its
back, only the sharp horns turned over into a kind of
scroll ; and when it was launched, if the passengers 4’
not trim the barque truly, theve was some little dange.
of its tilting over, for it was only the very centre of the
keel that touched the water. But our shipman had
also another wherry, for extra passengers, and that had
the appearance of a blanket gathered up at cach end,
whilst those within lovked as if they were about to be
tossed in it. Iis oars were in the shape of shovels, or
an ace of spades stuck on the end of a'yard measure;
though one of them rather scemed as if he were rowing
with an arrow, having the barb broken off, and the flight



994.] LONDON BRIDGE. 13

held downwards. It is nearly certain, that at this period
there was no barrier across the Thames ; for you may
remember how the ¢ Saxon Chronicle,’ sub anno 9983,
tells you that the Dane Olaf, Anlaf, or Unlaf, ‘mid thrym
et hundnigentigon scipum to Stane,—which is to say,
that ¢ he sailed with three hundred and ninety ships to
Staines, which he plundered, and thence went to Sand-
wich.’

¢ Before 1 leave speaking of this King Olaf, how-
ever, I wish you to observe the paction which he made
with the English King Ethelred, for we shall find him
hereafter closely connected with the history of London
Bridge. The same authority, and under the same ycar
and page, tells you that, after gaining the battle of
Maldon, and the death of Alderman Britnoth, peace was
made with Anlaf, ¢ and the King reccived him at Epis-
copal hands, by the advice of Siric, Bishop of Canterbury,
and Elfeah of Winchester.,” On p. 171, in the year 994,
you also find this peace more solemuly confirmed, in the
following passage: ¢Then sent the King after King
Anluf; Bishop Elfeah, and Alderman Ethelwerd, and
hostages being left with the ships, they led Aulaf with
great pomp to the King, at Andover. And King Ethel-
red received him at Episcopal hands, and honoured him
with royal presents. In return, Anlaf promised, as he
also performed, that he never again would come in a
hostile manner to England.” "I quote, as usunal, from
the best edition of this invaluable record, by Professor
Ingram, London, 1823, 4to. It is gencrally believed,
however, that the ycar following Anlaf’s invasion,
namely 994, there was built a low Wooden Bridge,
which crossed the Thames at St. Botolph’s Wharf
Yyondery where the French passage vessels are now lying ;
and a rude thing enomglr it was, I'll warrant; built of,
thick rough Newn timber planks, placed upon piles,
with movable platforms to allow the Saxon vesscls to
pass through it Westward. A Bridge of any kind is
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not so small a concern but what one might suppose you
could avoid running against it, and yct William of
Malmesbury, the Benedictine Monk, who lived in the
reign of King Stephen, and died in 1142, says, that, in
994, Ling Sweyn of Denmark, the Invader, ran foul
of it with his fleet. This you find mentioned in his
book, ¢ De Gestis Regum Anglorum,’ the best edition,
London, 1596, fol. :—though, by the way, the preferable
one is called the Frankfurt reprint of 1601, as it contains
all the errata of the London text, and adds a good many
more of its own ; for I am much of the mind of Bishop
Nicolson, and Sir Henry Spelman, who observe that the
Germans committed abundance of faults with the En-
glish words. In this record, which is contained in Sir
Henry Savile’s ¢ Rerum Anglicarum Scriptores post
Bedam,’ of the foregoing date and size, at fol. 38° is
the passage beginning * Mox ad Australes regiones,” &ec.,
of which this is the purport.

¢ Some time after, the Southern parts, with the in-
habitants of Oxford and Winchester, were brought to
honour his'—that is to say King Sweyn's—¢laws: the
Citizens of London alone, with their lawful King'—
Ethelred the Second—*¢betook themselves within the
walls, having sccurely closed the gates. Against their
ferocious assailants, the Danes, they were supported by
their virtue, and the hope of glory. The Citizens rushed
forward even to death for their liberty ; for none could
think himself secure of the future, if the King were
deserted, in whose life he committed his own: so that
although the conflict was valiant on hoth sides, yet the
Citizens had the victory from the justness of their cause;
every one endeavouring to show, throughout this great
work, how sweet hc cstimated those pains which he
bore for him, The enemy was partly overthrown ; and
part was destroycd in the River Thames, over which, in
their precipitation and fury, they never looked for the
Bridge,’
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¢ I know very well that the truth of this circumstance
is much questioned by Master Maitland, at p. 43 of his
¢ History of London,” continued by the Rev. John En-
tick, London, 1772, fol., vol. i. ; wherein he denies that
any historian mentions a Bridge at London, *in the
incursion of Anlaf or Sweyn ; and asserts, that the loss
of the army of the latter was occasioned ¢ by his attempt-
ing to pass the River, without inquiring after Ford, or
Bridge.” He affirms, too, that Stow mistakes the account
given by William of Malmesbury ; and that the Monk
himself distorts his original authovity, in saying that the
invaders had not a regard to the Bridge. Now if, as
the margin of Maitland’s Ilistory states, the Saxon Chro-
nicle were that authority, the Library-keeper of Malmes-
bury had no greater right to speak as Maitland does,
than he had for using those words which I have alrcady
translated,—* part were destroyed in the River Thames,
over which, in their precipitation and fury, they never
looked for the Bridge:' for the words of the Saxon
Chronicle, at p. 170, are, in reality,—* And they closely
besieged the City and would fain have set it on fire, but
they sustained more harm and evil than they ever sup-
posed that the Citizens could inflict on them. The Holy
Mother of God’— for the invasion took place on her
Nativity, Scpt. 8th, — *“on that day considered the
Citizens, and ridded them of their encmies.” Here then
is no word of a Bridge, nor, indced, docs any MHistorian
record the event as William of Mahinesbury does. Lam-
barde—whom 1 shall quote anon,—when he relates it,
cites the ¢ Chronicle of Peterborough,” and the ¢ Annals
of Margan,” but ncither of them has the word Bridge
upon their pages. He, most probably, took this circum-
stance from Marianus Scotus, a Monk of Mentz, in Ger-
many, who wrote an extefsive history of Englund and
Europe, ending' in 1083, but, of this, only the German
part has been printed, although it was amazingly popular

in manuscript.
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. We have, however, an earlier deseription of London
Bridge in a state of warlike splendour, than is commanly
imagined, or at least referred to, by most Antiquaries:
and that too from a source of no-inconsiderable authority ;
for the learned old Icelander, Snorro Sturlesonius, who
wrote in the 13th century, and who was assassinated in
1241, on p. 90 of that rather rare work by the Rev.
James Johnstone, entitled, ¢ Antiquitates Celto-Scan-
dicee,” Copenhagen, 1786, 4to, gives the following very
interesting particulars of the battle of Southwark, which
took place in the year 1008, in the unhappy reign of
Ethelred 11., surnamed the Unready.

% ¢ They’—that is, the Danish forces—* first came to shore at
London, where their ships weve to remain, and the City was taken
by the Dancs. Upon the other side of the River, is situate a
great matket called Southwwik,'—Suduivitke in the original—
¢ which the Dancs fortified with many defences ; framing, for
instance, a high and broad ditch, having a pile or rampart within
it, formed of wood, stone, and turf, with a large garrison placed
there to strenuthen it  This the King Kthelred,'—Ins name, you
know, is Adalradr in the origmal,—*¢ attacked and foreibly fought
against ; but by the resistance of the Danes it proved but a vain
endcavour. 'There was, at that time, a Bridge crected over the
River between the city and Southwark, so wide, that if two car-
riages met they could pass cach other. At the sides of thedridge,
at those purts which looked upon the River, were erected Rumparts
and Castles that were defended on the top by penthouse-bulwarks
and sheltercd turrvets, covering to the breasts those who were
fighting in them: the Bridge itself was also sustained by piles
which were fixed in the bed of the River. An attack thercfore
being made, the forces occupying tho Bridge fully defended it.
King Ethelred beiug thereby enraged, yet 'mxwusly desirous of
finding out some means by which he might gain the Biidge, at
once asscmbled the Chicfs of the army to a conference on the best
method of destroying it. Upon this, King Olaf engaged,’—for
you will remember he wae an ally of Kthelred,—* that if the
Chicfs of the army would support him with their fon‘es, he would
make an attack upon it with his slnpu. lt being ordainéd then in
council that the army should be gainst the Bridge, each
one made himsclf ready fora nmultnm.om movement both of the
ships and of the land forces.’

“1 must here entreat your patience, Mr. Geoffrey
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Barbican, to follow the old Norwegian through the
sequent battle ; for although he gives us no more scenery
of London Bridge, yet he furnishes us with a minute
account of its destruction, and of a conflict upon it, con~
cerning which all our own historians are, in gencral, re-
markably silent. I say, too, with Falstaff, ¢ play out the
play;’ for I have yct much to say on the behalf of that
King Olaf, who, we shall find, is the patron protector of
yonder Church at the South-East corner of London
Bridge, since he died a Saint and a Martyr. Snerro
Sturleson then, having cleared the way for the foreing
of London Bridge on the behalf of King Ethelred, thus
begins his account of the action, entitling it, in the Segn-
dinavian tongue, Orrosta, or the fight, ¢ King Olaf, hav-
ing determined on the construction of an immense scaf-
fold, to he formed of wooden poles and osier twigs, set
.about pulling down the old houses in the neighbourhood
for the use of the materials. With these 77inea, there-
fore,'—as such defences were anciently termed—¢ he so
enveloped his ships, that the scaffolds extended beyond
their sides ; and they were so well supported, as to afford
not only a sufficient space for engaging sword in hand,
but also a base firm cnough for the play of his engines,
in case they should be pressed npon from above. The
Fleet, as well as the forees, being now ready, they rowed
towards the Bridge, the tide being adverse ; but no sooner
had they reached it than they were violently assailed from
above with a shower of missiles and stones, of such im-
mensity that their hclnetsggnd shields were shattered,
and the ships themscelves very seriously injured.  Many
of them, therefore, retired.. But Olaf the King and his
Norsemen having rowed their ships close up to the
Bridge, pade them fast to the piles with: ropes and cables,
with which they strained them, and the tide scconding
their .united efferts, the piles gradually gave way, and
were withdrawn from under the Bridge. At this time,
_ there was an immense pressure of stones and vther wea-
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Hs, so that the piles being removed, the whole Bridge
ke down, and involved in its fall the ruin of many.
Numbers, however, were left to seck refuge by flight :
some into the City, others into Southwark. And now it
was determined to attack Southwark : but the Citizens
seeing their River Thames occupicd by the enemy’s
navics, so as to cut off all intercourse that way with their
interior provinces, were scized with fear, and having sur-
rendered the City, received Ethelred as King. In re.
membrance of this expedition thus sang Ottar Suarti.”
¢ And now, Sir, as this is, without any doubt, the first
song which was ever made about London Bridge, I shall
give you the Norse Bard’s verses in Macpherson’s Ossianic
measure, as that into which they most readily translate
themsclves ; premising that the ensuing are of immea-
surably greater authenticity.
¢ And thou hast overthnown their Bridges, Oh thou Storm .

of the Sous of Odin! ekaltul and foremost in the Battle!

For thee wus 1t happly rescived to possess the land of Lon-

don’s windmg City.  Many were the shields which were

grasped sword in hand, to the mighty increase of the conflict ;

but by thee were the iron-banded coats of mail broken and

destroyed.”

% And * besides this,” continues Snorro, * he also sang 2

¢ Thou, thou hast come, Defender of the Eaith, and hast
restored into his kingdom the exiled Ethelred. By thine
aid is he advan*aged, and made strong by thy valour and
prowess: Bitterest was that Battle i which thou didst engage.
Now in the presence of thy kindred the adjacent lands are at
rest, where lddmund, the relation of the country and the
people, formeily governed. g
“ Besides this, these things are thus remncmbered by
Sigvatus. ’
¢ That was truly the sixth fight which the mighty King fought
with the men of England: whercin King Oluf,—the Chicf
himsclf, a son ot Odin, valinptly attacked the Bridge ot Lon-
don. Bravely did the swords of the Volsces defend it, but
through the treneh which the Sea-Kings, the men of Vikesland,
guarded, they were enabled to come, aud the plain of South-
wark was full of Lis tents,”
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“ Such were the martial feats of King Olafus, upon
the water ; and now let us turn to his more pious and
peaceful actions upon the land, that caused the men of
Southwark to found to his honour yonder fane, which
still bears his name and conscerates his memory:s  And
in so doing, I pray you to observe that I am not wander-
ing from the subject before us; for that Church is one
of the Southern boundaries of London Bridge, and, as
such, possesses-some interest in its history. The other,
on the same side, is the Monastery of St. Mary Overies,
of the which I shall heveafter diseourse ; whilst the two
Northern ones are St. Magnus' Church, and that ahode
of festivity which rises ahove us, Fishmongers' Ilall, of
which the story will be best noticed when we shall have
arrived at the time of the Great Fire.  There are within
the City walls and Diocese of London, three Churches
dedicated to the Norwegian King and Martyr, St. Olaf;
and in consequence, Richard Neweourt, in his ¢ Reperto-
rium Ecclesiasticam Parochiale Londinense, which 1
shall hereafter notice, vol. i. p. 509, takes occasion to
speak somewyhat of his history ; collected, most probably,
from Adam of Bremen’s ¢ Historia Ecclesiarum Hambur-
gensis ¢t Bremensis.” Ile was the Son of Herald Gren-
scius, Prince of Westfold, in Norway, and was celebrated
for having expelled the Swedes from that country, and
recovering Gothland. 1t was after these exploits that
he camegp England, and remained here as an ally of
King Fthelred for three years, expelling the Danes from
the Cities, 'T'owns, and Fortyesses, and ultimately return-
ing home with great spoil. Ile was recalled to England
by Emma of Normandy, the surviving Queen of his
friend, to assist her against Knute; but as he found a
paction, concluded between that King and the English,
he soon withdrew, and was then created King of Norway
by the voice of the nation. To strengthen his throne, he
married the daughter of the “King of Swedeland ; but
now his strict adherence to the Christian faith, and his
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active zeal for the spread of it, caused him to be molested
by domestic wars, as well as by the Dancs abroad :
though thesc he regarded mot, since he piously and
valiantly professed, that he had rather lose his life and
Kiugdom than his fuith in Christ.  Upon this, the men
of Norway complained to Knute, King of Denmark, and
afterwards of England. charging Olaf with altering their
laws and customs, and entreating his assistance ; hut the
Norwegian hero was supported by a young soldier named
Amandus, King of Swethlund, who had been hred up
under Olaf, and taught to fight by him. He, at first,
overthrew the Dauce in an engagement ; hut Knute, hav-
ing bribed the adverse fleet, procured three hundred of
his ships to revolt, and then attacking Olaf, forced him
to retrcat into his own country, where his subjects re-
ccived him as an cnemy. He fled from the disloyal
Pagans to Jerislaus, King of Russia, who was his brother-
in-law, and remained with him till the hetter part of his
subjects, in the commotions of the Kingdomn, calling him
to resume his crown, he went at the head of an army ;
when, whilst one party hailed his return with joy, the
other, urged by Knute, opposed him by foree, aud in a
disloyal Dattle at Stichstadt, to the North of Drontheim,
says Newcourt, p. 510, with considerable pathos, they
¢ murthered this holy friend of Christ, this most inno-
cent King, in Anno 1028, but he should have said 1030,
His feast is commemorated on the fourth of tjge Kalends
of August, that is to say, on the 29th of July ; for Grim-
kele, Bishop of Drontheim, his capital City, a pious
pricst whom he had brought from England to assist him
in establishing Christianity in Norway, conmanded that
he should be honoured as a Saiut, with the title of Mar-
tyr. His body was buried in Drontheim, and was not
only found undecayed in 1098, kut even in 1541, when
the Lutherans plundered his shrine of its go]d and Jewc]s

for it was estecmed the greatest treasure in the North.

Such was St. Olave, to whose wemory no less than four
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Churches in London are dedicated ; for, says Newcourt,
he ¢ had well deserved, and was well beloved of our
English Nation, as well for his friendship for assisting
them against the Danes, as for his holy and Christian
life, by the crection of many Churches, which, to his
honourable memory they built and dedicated to him.” T
notice only onc of these, because it is contiguous to Lon-
don Bridge, which is called St. Olave, Southwark. It
stands, as you very well know, on the Northern side of
Tooley Street ; and although many people would think
St. Tooley to he sumewhat of a questionable patron for a
Church, yet 1 would remind you that it was only the
more usual ancient English name of King Olave, as we
arc told on good authority, by the Rev. Alhan Butler, in
his ¢ Lives of the Fathers, Martyrs, and other principal
Saints,” London, 1812, 8vo, vol. vii., where, also, on pages
378—380, you have many further particulars of the life
of this heroic Prince. You may alse meet with him
under a variety of other names, as Anlaf, Unlaf, Olaf
Haraldson, ()]tlllb, and Olal Helge, or Olave the Holy.

Of his C hm(,h in Southwark I will tell you nothing as

to its foundation, but remark only that its antiquity is
proved by W illiam Thorn’s ¢ Chronicle of the Acts of the
Abbots of St. Austin’s, Canterbury ;" which is printed in
Roger Twysden’s ¢ Historiee Anglicane Scriptores De-
cem,” London, 1652, fol.  Thorn, you may remember,
was a Mouk of 8t Augustin'y; in 1580 ; and on column
1932 of the volume now referred to, he gives the copy of
a grant from Joln, Earl of Warren, to Nicholas, the
Abbot of St. Augustin’s, giving to his Monastery all the
estate which it held in ¢ Southwark standing upon the
River Thames, hetween the Breggehouse and the Church
of Saipt Olave.” By this we know it to be ancicnt, for
that grant was made ip the yeamw1281. And now I will
say no more of St. Olave, hut-that a very full and inter-
esting memoir of him, and his miracles, is to be found in
that gigantic work entitled the ¢ Acta Sanctorum, Ant-
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werp, 1643—1786, 50 vols, fol., and yet incomplete, for
the ycar descends to October only. Sce the 7th volume
of July, pp. 87—120.

¢ And now let me chaunt you his Requiem, by giving
you, from the same authority, a frec translation of the
concluding stanza“of that Latin Hymn to his memory,
which Johannes Bosch tells us was inserted in the Swedish
Missal, and sung on his festival ; it is in the samc mca-
sure as the original.

¢ Martyr’d King! in triumph shining,
Gunrdian Saint, whon bliss is *shrining ;
To thy spirit’s sons inclining
From a sinful world’s confining
By thy might, Oh sct them free!
Carnal bonds around them ‘twiuing,
Ficudish arts are undermining,
All with deadly plagues are pining,
But thy power and praycis combining,
Safely shall we rise to thee —Awen,

“One of the last notices of London Bridge which
occurs in the days of King Ethelred, and I place it here
because it is without date, is in his Laws, as they are
given in the ¢ Chronicon” of John Brompton, Abbot of
Jorvaulx, in the City of York, who lived about the yecar
1328. IIis work was printed in Twysden's Scriptores
which I last quoted ; and at col. 897, in the xxiii. Chap.
of the Statutes there given, is the following passage.

** Concerning the Tolls given at Bylyngesgate.

¢4 ¢ If a small ship come up to Bilynggesgate, it shall give one half-
penny of toll : if a greater one which luth sails, oue penny: if a
smull ship, or the hulk of « ship come thereto, and shall lie there,
it shall give four pence for the toll - For ships which are filled with
wood, one log of wood shall be given as toll.  1na week of bread’
—perhaps a festival timne, © toll shall be paid for threo days; the
Lord’s day, Tuesday, and Thursday. Whoever shall come to the
Bridge, in a boat in which there are fish, he himself being a dealer,
shall pay one halfpenny forggoll ; and if it be a larger vessel, one
penny.’ .

“ Concerning Brompton’s translation of these laws,
Bishop Nicolson, in his ¢ English, Scotch, and Irish His-
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torical Libravies,” London, 1736, fol. p. 65, says that they
are pretty honestly done, and given at large : but they
may be secn with several variations and additions very
fairly written in the collections of Sir Sinonds I)'Ewes,
preserved with the Harlcian MSS. in the British Mu-
seum, No. 596. John Brompt(m, however, at col. 891 of
his Chronicle, tells us one circumstance more concerning
London Bridge before the Invasion of Knute; for he
says, under the ycar 1013, ¢ After this, many people were
overthrown in the Thames, at London, not caring to go
by the Bridge;® that is to say, because it had been broken
inthe two recent hattles as 1 have already told you, ¢ and
there were also erccted several fortifications ahout the
City.

¢ Perhaps it was the error of Sweyn in getting his
Fleet foul of London Bridge, which made Knute the
Dane, his Son,go so laboriously to work with the Thames,
upon his Inyasion in 1016 ; and I shall give you thisvery
wonderful story in the words of the Saxon Chronicle,
p- 197. ¢ Then came the ships to Greenwich, and, within
& short interval, to London; where they sank a deep
ditch on the South side, and dragged their ships to the
West side of the Bridge.  Afterwards they trenched the
City without, so that no man counld go in or out, and often
fought against it; but the Citizens bravely withstood
them.” There are some who doubt this story, but honest
William Maitland, who loved to get to the bottom of
every thing, as he went sounding about the river for
Cwesmr’s Ford, also set himsclf to discover proofs of
Knute's Trench: and you may remember that he tells
us, in his work which 1 have already cited, vol. i. p. 35,
that this artificial watcr-course l)ngm at the great wet-
dock below Rotherhithe, and passing through the Kent
Road, continued in a gresgent formto V nuxhall and fell
again into the Thames at the lower end of Chelsea Reach.
'The proofs of this hypothesis were great quantitics of
fascines of hazels, willows, and brushwood, pointing
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northward, and fastcned down by rows of stakes, which
were found at the digging of Rotherhithe Dock in 1694 ;
as well as numbers of large oaken planks and pxles, nlso
found in other parts.

¢ Florence of Worcester, who, you will recollcct,

wrote in 1101, and died in 1139, in his ¢ Chronicon ex
Chronicis,’ best edition, London, 1592, small 4to, p. 413 ;
and the famous old Saxon Chronicle, p. 237 ; also both
mention the casy passage of the rapacious Earl Godwin,
as he passed Southwark in the year 1052. " 'The tale is
much the same in each, but pcrhaps the latter is the hest
authority, and it runs thus. ¢ And Godwin stationed him-
sc]fcuntmual]y before London, with his Fleet, untilhe came
to Southwark ; where he abode some time, mml the flood
came up. When he had arranged his whole expedition,
then came the flood, and they soom wdighed anchor and
stecred through the Bridge by the South side.”  This
relation is also supported by Roger Hoveden, in his An-
nals, Part I. in ¢ Rerum Anglicarum Scriptores post
Bedam,” by Sir H. Savile, fol. -o‘?" line 41,

“ And now, worthy Mr. Barbican, before we enter
upon the conjectures and disputes )'vhning to the real age
and founders of the first Wooden Bridge over the Thames
at London, let me give you a toast, closcly connected with
it, in this last living relique of old Sir John Falstaff. You
must know, my good Sir, thit when the Church-War-
dens and Vcstry of St. Mary Overics, on the Bankside
yonder, meet for conviviality, one of their earliest pota-
tions is to the memory of their Church’s Saint, and the
patroness who feeds them, under the familiar name of
© Ofd Boll I’ and therefore, as we are now ahout to speak
of them and their pious foundation most particularly, you
will, T doubt not, pledge me heartily to the Immortal
Memory of Old Moll!” .

“ I very much question,” returned I, ¢ if ecither the
good foundress of the Church, or she to whom it was
dedicated,—if Mary the Saint, or Mary the Sinner,—
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were cver addressed by so unceremonious an epithet in
their lives ; but, however, as it's-a puroehial custom, and
your wish, here's Prosperity to St. Saviour's Chureh, and
the Immortal Memory of Old Moll!”  Mr. Postern
having made a low bow of acknowledgment for my
compliance, thus continued.

¢ 1 have made it cvident then, and indeed it is agreed
to on all sides, that there was a Wooden Bridge over the
Thames, at London, at least as carly as the year 1052 ;
and Maijtkmd, at p, 44 of his History, is inclined to
believe that it was erccted between the years 993 and
1016, at the public cost, to prevent the Danish incursions
up the River. John Stow, however, in volume i. p. 57
of his ¢ Survey,” attributes the huilding of the first
Wooden Bridge over the Thames, at London, to the
pious Brothers of St. Mary's Monastery, on the Bankside.
He gives you this account on the authority of Master
Bartholomew Fowle, alins Fowler, alius Linsted, the
last D’rior of St. Mary Overies; who, surrendering his
Convent on the 14th of Octobor, 1540,—in the 30th
vear of Henry VIII.,—bhad a pension assigned him of
£100 per Annum, which it is well known that he enjoyed
until 15653.  This honest gentleman you find spoken of
in John Stevens’s ¢ Supplement to Sir William Dugdale’s
Monasticon Anglicanum,” London, 1723, fol., vol. ii.
P. 98 ; and from him old Stow states, that, ‘a Ferry
being kept in the place where now the Bridge is huilt,
the Ferryman and his wife deceasing, left the said Ferry
to their only daughter, a maiden named Mary ; which,
with the goods left her by her parcuts, as also with the
profits arising of the said Ferry, built & house of Sisters
in the place where now standeth the East part of St.
Mary Overies Church, above the choir, where she was
buricd. Unto the whjch house she gave the oversight
and profits of the Ferry. But afterwards, the said house
of Sisters being converted into a College of Priests, the
Priests built the Bridge of Timber, as all the other great
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Bridges of this land were, and, from time to time, kept
the same in good reparations. ‘I'ill at length, considering
the great charges of repairing the same, there was, by
aid of the Citizens of London, and others, a Bridge built
with arches of stone, as shall be showed.’

“ The first who attacks this story is William Lam-
barde, the Perambulator of Kent, in his ¢ Dictionarium
Angliz Topographicum et IHistoricum,” London, 1730,
4to, p. 176 ; wherein he seruples not to call Prior Fowler
¢an obscure man, whom he charges with telling his
narrative, ¢ without date of time, or warrant of writing,’
and then sums up his rewarks in these words. ¢ As for
the first buildinge, 1 leave it to eche man’s libertye what
to beleve of it ; but as for the name Auderie, [ think Mr.
Fowler mistoke it, for I finde, bothe in the Recordes of
the Queence’s Courtes and otherwise, it significth over
the water, as Southrey, on the South side of the water;
the ignorance whercof might casily dryve Fowler—a
man belyke unlearned in the Saxon tongue,—to some
other invention.”

¢ Maitland and Entick, at p. 44 of their History, are
not much more believing than Lambarde, the Lawyer ;
for they assert that the Convent of Bermondsey, founded
by Alwin Child, a Citizen of London, in the ycar 1082,
was the first religious house on the South side of the
River, within the Bills of Mortality. 'The sccond, say
they, speaking after Sir William Dugdale in his ¢ Mon-
asticon Anglicanum,’ London, 1661, fol. p. 84, 940, was
the Priovy of St. Mary Overics, founded by William
Giffard, Bishop of Winchester, in the reign of King
Henry 1. Now Bishop Tanner, in his ¢ Notitia Mon-
astica,” best edition by James Nasmith, Combridge, 1787,
fol. xx. Surrey,—for you know the book is unpaged
and arranged alphabetically ynder Counties, of which
Pennant heavily complains,—is inclined to think that
Stow was in the right, although he had not discovered
any thing either in print or manuscript to support his
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narrative. He is also willing to belicve, that Bishop
Giffard did not do more for St. Mary Overies, than
rebuild the body of the Church : and, certainly, that he
did not, in 1106, place Regular Canons there, since he
refers to Matthew of Westminster to prove that they
were then but newly come into England, and placed in
that Church ; whilst Bishop Giffard was himself in exile
until the year 1107.  The ¢ Domesday Book,’ also, the
most veritable and invaluable record of our land, thus
hints at & Religious Housc in Southwark ; which, as that
Survey was made about the ycar 1083, was, of course,
long anterior to the times of which 1 spake last.  You
will find the passage in Nichols’ edition ol the register,
London, 1783, fol. vol. i. Sudrie, fol. 32 a, col. 1; and
the words ave as follow : ¢ The same Bishop,’—that is to
say, Odo, Bishop of Baycux,—* has in Southwark one
Monastery, and one Harbour.  King Edward held it on
the day he died.'—Jan. 5th, 1066—° Whocver had the
Church, held it of the King. From the profits of the
Harbour, where ships were moored, the King had two
parts.” ¢ Now,” concludes the worthy Dr. Tanner, ¢ if
Monasterium here denote any thing more than an ordi-
nary Church, it may be thought to mean this Religious
Iouse, there heing no pretence for any other in this
Borough to claim to he as old as the Confessor’s time, or,
indced, as the making of the Domesday Book, a.n. 1083
Vide Sign. U u 2; Notes r and s.

¢ Maitland, however, cannot be hrought to believe in
the foundation of a Wooden Bridge by the Brethren of
St. Mary ; and ou p. 44 of his work, already cited, he
thus gives the reasons for his nonconformity. * As the
Ferry,” he commences, ¢ is said to have been the chief
support of the Priory, ‘twould have been ridiculons in the
Prior and Canons, to hgve sacrificed their principal de-
pendence, to enrich themselves by a wild chimera of in-
creasing their revenues in the execution of a project,
which, probably, would have cost six times the sumn of the
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intrinsic value of their whole estate ; and, when effected,
would, in all likelibood, not have bronght in so great an
annual sum as the profits arising by the Ferry, secing it
may be presumed that foot-passengers would have been
exempt from Pontage.” ITe next proceeds to quote a
deed of King Henry I., which 1 shall produce in its
proper order of time, exempting certuin Abbey lands
from being charged with the work of London Bridge :
which he considers as a sufficient proof that the Priests
of St. Mary did not preserve the erection in repair, and
therefore, says he, ¢ as the latter part of thiy traditionary
account is a manifest falsehood, the former is very likely
to be of the same stanp.”  He then sums up all hy these
bold words. ¢ As it appears that some religious founda-
tions only were exempt from the work of this Bridge, and
they, too, by charter, T think 'tis not to be doubted, but all
civil bodies and incorporations were liable to contribute
to the repairs thereof.  And, consequently, that Linsted
and his followers exceed the truth, by aseribing all the
praise of so public a bencfaction to a small House of
Religious ; who, with greater probability, only consented
to the building of this Bridge, upon sufficient considera-
tions and allowances, to be made to them for the loss of
their Ferry, by which they had heen always supported.
Such arc the ohjections against the attributing the build-
ing of the First Wooden Bridge to the Monks of South-
wark ; but we may remark, by the way, that Stow was
a laborious and inquisitive Antiquary, who saw and in-
quired, as well as read for himself, and, in all probability,
had both seen and conversed with Prior Fowle ; whilst
Maitland and Entick were often contented to write in
their libraries from the waks of others, and speak of
places with which they were hut very slightly acquainted.
We may add too, that, as the Priests of St. Mary were
Regular Canons of $t. Austin, by their rule they were
not permitted. to be wealthy, but were to sell the whole
of their property, give to the poor, have all things in
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common, and never be unemployed. I know very well,
that in opposition to Stow's account of Mary Audery’s
foundation, you may bring forward that assertion made
in Stevens’s ¢ Sup. to Dugdale,” which 1 have already
cited, vol. ii. p. 97; wherein she is called * a_ noble
woman,” and, consequently, could not be the Ferryman’s
daughter. But of this let me ohserve, that the authority
of Stow’s ¢ Survey,” given in the margin, is misquoted ;
for although it is certain that the action itself was suffi-
ciently noble, yet the old ('itizen never calls her other
than ¢ a Maiden named Mary.”  You may see the place
to which Stevens refers, in Strype’s edition of the ¢ Survey,’
vol. ii. p. 10; and let me remark
now, before I quit the history of St.
Mary Overies, as connccted with
that of London Bridge, that there
is yet extaut there, a monumental
offigy conveying the strongest lesson
of man’s mortality ; it heing the re-
] semblance of a hody in that state,
when corruption is heginning its great
triumph.  Prating Vergers and Sex-
tons commenly tell you, that the
persons whom these figures represent,
endeavoured to fast-the whole of
Lent, in imitation of the great Chris-
tian Pattern, and that dying in the
act, they were reduced to such a
cadaverous appearance at their de-
cease, There has, however, been a
new legend invented for this sculp-
ture, as it is commonly reported to
be that of Avpery, THE FERRYMAN,
father. of the foundress of St. Mary
Overics. 1t was formerly placed on
the ground, under the North window of the Bishop’s
Court, which, before the present repairs, stood at the
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North-cast comner of the Chapel of the Virgin Mary.
Where it will he removed to hereafter, time only can
unfold, fur, as yet, even the Churchwardens themselves
know not.

¢ In speaking of this person’s tomb, I must not, how-
ever, omit to notice, that there is a singularly curious,
although, probably, fabulous tract of thirty pages, of his
life, the title of which I shall give you at length. * The
True History of the Life and sudden Death of old John
Overs, the rich Ferry-Man of London, shewing, how he
lost his life, hy his own covetousness.  And of his daughter
Mary, who caused the Church of St. Mary Overs in
Southwark to be built ; and of the building of London
Bridge.” There are two editions of thix hook, the first of
which was published in 12mo in 1637, and a reprint of
it in 8vo, which, though it be shorn of the woodcuts
that decorated the ¢ Editio Princeps, is, perhaps, the
most interesting to us, inasmuch ay it bears this curious
imprint—¢ London, Printed for T'. Harris at the Looking-
Glass, on London Bridge: and sold by C. Corbet at
Addison’s Ilead, in Flect-street, 1744, Price six pence.’
You may sce this work in Sir W. Musgrave’s Biographical
Tracts in the British Museun ; its first nine pages are
occupied with a definition and exhortation agaiust covet-
ousness, in the hest Puritanie style of the seventeenth
century ; and then, on p. 10, the history opens thus :—
¢ Before there was any Bridge at all built over the
Thames, there was only a Ferry, te which divers boats
belonged, to transport all passengers hetwixt Southwark
and Churchyard Alley, that being the high-road way
betwixt Middlesex, and Sussex, and London. This
Ferry was rented of the City, by one John Overs, which
he cenjoyed for many ycurs together, to his great profit ;
for®t is to be imagined, that no small benefit could avise
from the ferrying over footmen, horsemen, all manner of
cattle, all market folks that came with provisions to the
City, strangers and others.”
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“ Overs, however, though he kept several servants
and apprentices, was of so covetous o soul, that notwith-
standing he possessed an estate equal te that of the hest
Alderman in London, acquired by unceasing labour,
frugality, and usury, yet his habit and dwelling were
both strongly expressive of thd most miseruble poverty.
He had, as we have alrcady scen, an only daughter, © of
a beautiful aspect,’ says the tract, ¢ and a pious disposi-
tion ; whom he had care to sec well and liberally edu-
cated, though at the cheapest rate; and yet so, that
when she grew ripe and mature for marriage, he would
suffer no man of what condition or quality soever, by his
good will, to have any sight of her, much less access
unto her. A young gallunt, however, who secms to
have thought more of being the Waterman’s beir than
his son-in-law, took the opportunity, whilst he was
engaged at the Ferry, to be admitted into her company';
¢ the first interview,’ says the story, ¢ pleased well ; the
sccond better; but the third concluded the mateh hetween
them.—In all this interim, the poor silly rich old Ferry-
man, not dreaming of any such passages, but ﬂuukmg
all things to be as secure by land as he knew they were
by water,” continued his former wretched and penurious
course of life. From the disgusting instances which are
given of this caitiff’s avarice, he would seem to have heen
the very prototype and model of Elwes and Dancer;
and, as the title-page of the book sets forth, even his
death was the effect of his covetousness. To save the
expense of one day’s food in his family, he formed a
scheme to feign himself dead for twenty-four hours; in
the vain cxpectation that his servants would, out of
propricty, fast until after his funcral, Ilaving procured
his daughter to consent to this plan, even against her
better nature, he was gut into o sheet, and stretched out
in his chamber, having one taper burning at his head,
and another at his fect, according to the custom of the
time. When, however, his servants were informed of
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his decease, instead of lamenting, they were overjoyed ;
and, having danced round the body, they brake open his
larder, and fell to banqucting. The Ferryman bore all
this as long, and as much like a dead man, as he .was
able ; ¢ but, when he could endure it no longer,” says the
tract, ¢ stirring and strugkling in his sheet, like a ghost,
with a candle in cach hand, he purposed to. rise up, and
rate ‘em for their sauciness and boldness; when one of
them thinking that the Devil was about to rise in his
likeness, being in a great amaze, catched hold of the
butt-end of a broken oar, which was in the chamber,
and, being a sturdy knave, thinking to kill the Devil at
the first blow, actually struck out his brains.” It is
added, that the servant was acquitted, and the Ferryman
made accessary and cause of his own death,  The estate
of Overs then fell to his daughter, and her lover hearing
of it, hastencd up from the country; but, in riding post,
his horse stumbled, and he brake his neck on the high-
way. The young heiress was almost distracted at these
events, and was recalled to her faculties only by having
to provide for her father’s interment ; for he was not
permitted to have Christian burial, being considered as
an cxcommunicated man, on account of his extortions,
usury, and truly miserable life. The Friars of Ber-
mondsey Abbey were,- however, prevailed upon, by
money, their Abbot being then away, to give a little
carth to the remains of the wretched Ferryman, But
upon the Abbot’s return, observin~ a grave which had
been but recently covered in, and learning who lay there,
he was not only angry with his Monks for having done
such an injury to the Church, for the suke of gain, but
he also had the body taken up again, laid on the hack of
his own Ass, and, turning the animal out at the Abhey
gates, desired of God that heanight carry him to somnc
place where he hest deserved to he buried. Tho Ass
proceeded with a gentle and solemn pace through Kent
Street, and along the highway, to the small pond once
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called 8t. Thomas @ Watcrings, then the eommon place
of execution, afid shook off the Ferryman’s body directly
under the gibbet, where it was put into the ground,
without any kind of ceremony. Mary Overs, extremely*
distressed by such & succession of sorrows, and desirous
to be free froin the importunity of the numecrous suitors
for her hand and fortune, resolved to retire into a cloister;
which she shortly afterwards did, having first provided
for the foundation of that Church which still com-
- memorates her name,

“ Such is the story related hy this tract; aund, if it
were possible, one might suppo¥e, that the pious maiden,
out of her filial love, had placed that effigy in her fane,
which 1 hefore mentioned to be scalptured in memory of
her " father ; sinee it ‘would, by no means, improperly
represent the cadaverous featares of the old Waterman.
The figure, itsclf, is of the third form of the classes of
Sepulchral Monaments, invented by Maurice Johnson,
Esq.,—namely, tables with cffigies or sculptures.—and
the last of the arcangement adopted by Smart Lethullier,
Hsq., that is to say,—the representation of a skeleton in
a shroud, lying either under, or on, a table tomb.
Richard Gough, you know, in his ¢ Sepulchral Monu-
ments,” London, 1786-96, fol. vol. i., part 1, Introduction,
. exi. where you will find all these particulars, attributes
most of these figures to the fifteenth ceutary, and Audery
certainly died very long Lefore the time of William 1.
However this may be, as I am laying before you all the
illustrations of Bridge history, both authentic and tradi-
tional, which are now to be found, I must not omit to-
add, thar the supposed efligy of Audery is gix fect cight
inches in length ; and represents his decayed budy lying
in its winding-sheet.  His hair is turned up in a zell
ahove his héad, though®in'the ¢ Iistory of Southwark,’
by M. Coneanncn, Junior, and A. Morgan, Deptford,
1795, 8vo, p. 10T, Note, he is erroncously stated to have

. D
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¢ a shorn crown,’ and is, therefore, supposed to represent
Linsted, the last Prior of St. Mary’s.

“ (‘nptnm Francis Grosc has inserted this figure, not
very respectably engraven, in his ¢ Antiquities of England
and Wales,” London, 1773-87, royal quarto, six volumes,
in the Addenda attached to vol. iv., plate iii.; and he
observes, on p. 36, that ¢ it is a skeleton-like figure, of
which the usual story is told, that the person thereby
represented attempted to fast forty days, in imitation of
Christ,” as he remarks on the preceding page, but died
in the attempt, having first reduced himself to that
appearance. The best ®engraving of this effigy was
published in ¢ Mr. J. T. Smith’s Antiquities of London
and its Environs,” London, 1791, 4to.

¢ Be this figure, however, who it may, the Waterman
or the Priest, his tomb has outlived both his name and
his'dust. Whether he only carricd passengers over the
River Thames, or was occupied in teaching them how
to cross that last futal River,—which John Bunyan
quaintly tells you hath no Bridge,—¢ after life’s fitful
fever he sleeps well,—

¢« Aye, and so shall I soon,” evied I, stretching myself,
and interrupting Mr. Postern; ¢ let hiln rest in peace,
my good Sir, and comne out of Church now; for, truly,
it'’s high time to close your Sermon, and let us hear
somewhat about a river which kath a Bridge, that was
once the wonder of the world.”

I thank you,” replied my narrator, “ I thank you,
Mr. Geoffrey Barbican, for recalling me to the subject of
our conversation; for this is the very point at which I
would proceed with my history. You know, Sir,”
continued he, in a much brisker tone, ¢ 1 have already
obgerved to you, that the First Wooden Bridge was
erected much further to the East than yonder stone
bulwark ; for when King William I. granted a Charter
to the foundntlon of St. Peter’s Abbey, at ‘Vest-Mmst(.r.,
in the second year of his reign, a . 1067, he cohfirmed
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to the Monks uwingﬁod in that placc, a Gate in t.ondon,
then called Butolph's Gate, with a Wharf which stood
at the head of London Bridge. This has cver been
received as a well-established fact; for Stow relates it
in his ¢ Survey,’ vol. i. pp. 22 and 58; and Mre John
Dart, in his ¢llistory and Antiquities of the Abbey
Church of St. Pcter, Westminster,” London, 1723, fol.
vol. i. p. 20, supports it, in his, List of Bencfactors to
the Abbey, in the time of King Edward the Confessor.

“ The record is also given at length, hy Stow, in
English ; but you may sec it in the original Latin, in a
curious Manuscript in the Cotton Library, marked
Faustina, A. iii., which is entitled, ¢ A Registry of the
Regul and Pontifical Charters, Privileges, Agreements,
and Covenants, of the Bishops and Abbots of the Church
of the blessed Peter of Westminster ; many whereof are
Saxon ones, written in the Norman-Saxon characters.
This volume is a little stout quarto, written in a small
fair Church text, on parchment, adorned with Many
venmilion initial letters, and rubrics, or heads of chapters.
The Charten to which I have now referred you, chapter
xliv., is the last but onc in the reign of King William L.,
folio 63 b, of the modern pagination; and, put into
English, is as follows :—

¢ ¢ Concerning the lands of Alimodus, of St. Butolph’s, Gate,
and of the Wharf at the head of Loudon Bridge.

“ ¢ Willinm, King of England, to the Sherifls and all Ministers,
as also, to his faithful subjects of London, French and Euglish,
greeting : Know ye, that I lave granted unto (ol and to Sé. Peter
of Westminster. and to the Abbot Vitalis, the House which Almo-
dus, of the Gateof St. Botolph, gave to them when he was*made a
Monk ; that is to say, his Lord’s Court, with his Honses, angl one
Wharf which is at the head of London Biidge, and others of his
lands in the same City, like as King Jdward more fully and bene-
ficially granted them: and I will and command that they shall
enjoy the same well and qul'ctly', and bonourably, with suko and
soke, and shall hold all the customns and laws of tho aforesaid.
And 1 defend them that none shall do them avy injury.  Witness,
Walkeling, Bishop of Winchester, and William, Bishop of Durham,
and R., Earl of Mell.,mnd Mugh, Farl of Warwick.’

»2
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“ And now let me remark that, by this we are in-
formed that the City end of the Bridge was not anciently
the foot of it, which is asserted by the cvidence of
Richard Newcourt, in his ¢ Eeclesiastical Tlistory of the
Diocess of London,” Loudon, 1708-10, fol., vol. i. p. 396,
where he says, that ¢ St. Magnus” Church is sometimes
called, in Latin, *he Church of St. Magnus the Martyr,
in the City of London, near the foot, or at the foot, of
London Bridge.

“This First Wooden Bridge, however, was not fated
to stand long; for, on the sixteeuth of November, the
feast of St. Edmund the Archbishop, in the year 1091,
¢ at the hour of six, a dreadful whirlwind from the South-
East, coming from Africa, blew upon the City, and over-
threw upwards of six hundred houses, several Churches,
greatly damaged the Tower, and tore away the roof and
part of the wall of the Church of St. Mary le Bow, in
Cheapside.  The roof was carried to a cousideralie dis-
tanc®, and fell with such foree, that several of the rafters,
bemrr about twenty-cight fect in length, lmuod u]mmds
of twenty feet into tlu, glouml and mmumed in the same
position as when they stood in the Chapel)

“The best aceounts of this terrible event are to be
found in the ¢ Chronicle’ of Florenee of Worcester,
P 457, which was literally copiced into the © Aunales’ of
Roger de Hoveden, Chaplain to King TTenry 11, printed
in the ¢ Seriptores post Bedam,' already cited, p. 462 ;—
in Willimn of Malmeshury, p. 125 ;—and in the * Chro-
nicle’ of John of Brompton, which I have also Lefore
quoted, p. Y87.

“During the same storm, too, the water in the
Thames rushed along with such rapidity, and increased
so violently, that London Bridge was entirely swept
arway ; whilst the lauds on®cach side were overflowed
for a considerable distance. I canmot help observing how

¢ slightly, and ecrroncously, the ¢Annals of Waverley®
notice this most drcadful devastatiogy; for at p. 157, of
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the best edition by Dr. Thomas Gale, vol. ii. of his
¢ Historieo Anglicansge Scriptores xv.” Oxford, 1691, fol.,
they merely state that ¢a vehement wind struck down
London the 6Gth of the kalends of Novewnber,’—that is
to say, on the 27th of October,—¢at the hour of six!’
1 doubt not hut the truth was, that the good Monks
of Waverley Abley in Surrey felt nothing of this ventus
vehemens themselves, and therefore gave a much more
trivial record of it, than if it had shaken hut a single
bell in the turrets of their own Cenobivm. The ¢ Annals
of Waverley,” you know, were, down to about 1120,
almost a translation from the ©Saxon Chrounicle,’ exe-
cuted in the twelfth century. The following year, 1092,
the sixth of the reign of William Rufus, was marked by
a scason fatal to bridges in geueral ; although there is
no mention that ours at London participated in the
destruction. This fact is related by Willian of Malmes-
bury. p. 125, and by Roger de Hoveden, p. 464, in these
words : — ¢ Also, in his sixth year, there was sueh an
excessive rain, and such high flouds, the rivers over-
flowing the dow grounds that lay near them, as the like
was remembered by none.  And afterward, in the winter,
ensued a sudden frost ; whereby the great streams were
congealed in such a manner that they could draw two
hundred horsemen and carriages over them ; whilst at
their thawing, many bridges, hoth of wood and stone,
were horne down, and divers water mills were broken up
and carried away !’

¢ Frequent destruetions by fire seem, also, to have heen
a very gencral fate of all our ancient huildings; for, in
1093, the woodeu houses and straw roofs ot the London
Citizens were again in flames, and a great part of the City
was thus destroyed. .

“Too soon after this®calamity, at a most inauspicious
time for commencing, or executing, expensive public
works, in 1097, King William Rufus imposed a heavy
tax upon his subjects for the rc-building of London
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Bridge,~—though zhat might very well be defended,—
the erecting of the palace of West-Minster Hall, and
the construction of a8 wall round the Tower. The ¢ Saxon
Chronicle’ speaks of these ill-advised undertakings in the
Dlended tones of sorrow and of anger. ¢ This was, in all
things,’ says that faithful old history, at pages 316, 317,
‘a very heavy-timed ycar, and beyond measure laborious
from the badness of the weather, both when men at-
tempted to till the land, and, afterwards, to gather the
fruits of their tilth ; and from unjust contributions they
never rested. Many counties also, that were confined to
London by work, were gricvously oppressed, on account
of the wall that was building about the Tower, and the
Bridge that was nearly all afoat, and the King's Hall
that they were building at West- Minster ; and many
men perished therchy.’

% QOur brave old River of Thames itsclf, however, is
of the same changeful nature as Luna, the mistress of his
tides+; for, if at one time, he overflows his banks, blows
up his Bridge, or drowns an invading army, by the fury
of his waves ; at another scason he contracts his waters
into their narrowest channel, or draws them back into
his urn, without leaving enough to float a wherry over
his bed. Of this I shall give you several instances, as
we get lower down the stream-of time; and now only
remark, in chronelogical order, that on the 6th of the
Ides of October, videlicet the 10th, in the 15th Year of
the reign of Henry I. 1114, the River was so dried up,
and there was such want of water, that between the
Tower of London and the Bridge, and even under it,
¢ a great number of men, women, and children,—says
Stow, in his ¢ Survey,” vol. i. p. 58, — ‘did wade over
both on horse and foot,” the water coming up ‘to their
knees. . '

“The original account of this is to be found in the
¢ Annales’ of Roger de Hoveden, p. 473; from whom we
derive the additional information, that this defect of
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water commenced in the middle of the .night preccding,
and lasted until the darkest part of the next. The same
historian, also, records, on the same page, that in the year
1115, the winter was so severe, that all.throughout Eng-
land the Bridges were broken by the ice. .
¢ But although London Bridge was an cdifice to which
there was a continual and heavy cost attached, yet its
possessions were, even anciently, very extensive ; for you
find that so carly as th the 23rd year of Henry 1., a. p.
1122, Thomas de Ardern, and Thomas his son, gave to
the Monks of Bermondsey, and the Church of St. George
in Southwark, the tonth of his Lord’s corn lands in
Horndon, and the immense sum of Five Shillings per
annum rent, out of the Lands pertaining to London
Bridge. Calculate this, my good Sir, at twenty times
its present value ; for we know that in the Great Charter
of King John, Chapter 11., a knight paid hut five pounds
to the King as a Relief when he came to his cstate ; and
that, Lord Coke tells you in his Sccond Institute, even
several years later, was the fourth part of his annual
income. Remember, too, that sixpence by the week
was then a living stipend to an ordinary labourer; that
the Black Book of the Exchequer—which was written
about the reign of ITenry 1.—ordains that a tenant shall
pay one shilling to the King, instead of providing bread
for one hundred soldicrs for one meal; that the pro-
vender of twenty horses for one night, also to be paid by
a tenant, was commuted for four pence; that in 1185,
the tenants of Shircburn paid by custom two pence, or
four hens, which they would ; aud, lastly, regollect, that
in 1125,—called, by Robert de Monte, the dearcst year
cver known,—a horseload of wheat was sold but for six
shillings : in ordinary timnes, as in 1043, it was sixpence
the quarter.  Of all this® you may secec most abundant
“and curious proof, in Bishop Flectwood’s ¢ Chronicon
Preciosum,’ London, 1745, 8vey pages 65, 56 ; and there-
fore the gift of Thomgs de Ardern was munificent.
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“ I shanld.shserve that Stow obtained the knowledge
of this donation from the manuscript ¢ Annals of Ber-
mondsey Priory,” which are now preserved in the Har-
leian. Lilrary in the British Museum, No. 231, very
fairly written in & good legible black text upon vellum ;
having vermilion rubries of the King's reign, and the
date of the year. “Tt is a rather small quarto volume, of
71 written leaves, delicately paged by some later hand ;
and the passage oceurs on the re¥erse of fol. 11. The
Harleian Catalogue calls it, in Latin, ¢ the Annals of the
Abbey of St. Suvivur’s of Bermondesie, from the year of
our Lord 1042, down to the ycar of our Lord 1433 ; in
which, heside the public affairs of each reign,’—told in
the words of other Chronicles—* many things are narrated
which belong to the history of the sarfie Abbey.’

“ You have already scen that Lendon Bridge was 8
public work, to which all England furnished some
labourers ; but, as I mentioned smme time back, Mait-
land, in his ¢ History of London,” vol. i. p. 44, notices a
decd cited by Stow, exempting the lands of Battle Abbey,
in Sussex. This was granted by King Heury 1., but is
perhaps now lost, for it remains wholly imnoticed by the
learned Editors of the new edition of Dugdale’s ¢ Mon- -
asticon 5’ and I must thercfore give it you in the very
words of the old Antiquary himsclf, who says, p. 58, that
in his time it remained, with the seal very fair, in the
custody of Joscph Holland, Esq.; it is as follows :—

“ ¢ HJenry, King of Englaud, to Ralph, Bishop of Chichester, and
all the Officers of Sussex, sendeth greeting.  Know ye &e. T com-
wand by wmy kingly authority, that the manor ealled Alceston,
which my tather gave with other lands to the Abbey of Battle, bo
free and quict fiom shires and hundreds, and all other enstoms of
emthly servitnde, as my father held the same, mest fieely and
quictly ; and namely, fram the work of London Bridye,and the
work of the castle at Pevensey : aad this T command upon my
forfeiture.  Wiwness, William Pont de I’ Aichie, at Berry.” .

‘. The second year of the succeeding King, however,
namely Stephen, saw London Bridge in a state to require
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the excrtions of all Eugland to raise it » for; 1h 1136, 8
fire broke out in the dwelling of one Aileward, near
London Stone, that consumed Eastward as far as Ald-
gate; and to the Shrine of St. Erkenwald, in St. Paul’s
Cuthedral, to the West.  On the Southern side of Lon-
don the Wooden Bridge over the Thames was destroyed,
but was soon after repaired, since Stephanides, whose
description of London was written hetween 1170 and 1182,
speaks of it as affor ding a convenient +tanding-place to the
spectators of the Citizens’ Water Tournaments, T shall
give you the whole passage, beeause it desoribes a very
curious sport of the twelfth century, which was cele-
brated in the immediate vicinity of this very spot ; and
the account is at p. 26, heginning ¢ Tu feriig Puschalibus ;7
we'll content onrselVes, however, with Dr. Pegge’s trans-
lation of it, which runs thus.

“¢ At Easter, the diversion is prosecuted on the water;
a target is strongly fastened to a trunk or mast, fixed in
the middle of the River, and a youngster standmg upright
in the stern of a hoat, made to move as fast as the oars
and current ean carry it, ix to strike the target with his
lance ; and if in luttmg it he break his lance, and keep
his plzu.e in the boat, lie gains his point, and triumphs ;
but if it happen that the lance be not shivered by the
force of the blow, he is of course tumbled into the water,
and away goes his vessel without him.  However, a
couple of beats full of young men is placed, onc on each
side of the target, so us to be ready to take up the unsuc-
cessful adventurer, the moment he cmerges from the
stream, and comes fuirly to the surface. The Bridge,
and the balconies on the banks, are filled with spectators,
whose business it is to laugh.’

“ Of this singular sport, Joscph qtrutt ('O]ncd in his
¢ Sports and Pastimes of thé People of England,” London,
1801, 4to, p. 92, pl. x. a very curious illumination, con-
tained in a volume of the Royal Manuseripts in the
British Muscum,—2 B, vii,—which consists of a history
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of the Old Testament, the Psalter, the Hymns of the
Church, and a Calendar; all richly painted in water-
colours, and beautified with gold,—* yellow, glittering,
precious gold,’—so highly cmbossed, as to be ¢ sensible to
feeling as to sight.”

“ That volume brings back old days to my recollection,
whenever I behold it ; for, in the year 1553, it helonged
to Qucen Mary of England, and is bound in a truly regal
style for her; being in thick boards covered with crimson
velvet, richly embroidered with large flowers in coloured
silks ‘and gold twist ; hesides being garnished with gilt
brass bosses and clasps, on the latter of which are engraven
the Royal devices and supporters. Another, and more
pleasing proof of its having been hgrs,—inasmuch as it
records a good action of 8 London Cltizen concerned with
the affairs of this brave river,— isto be found in a Latin
note written in a beautiful black text hand, on the reverse
of the last leaf of the volume. ¢ This Book, it states,
formerly a gift, was afterwards carried away by a sailor ;
‘but that excellent and honest person, Baldwin Smith,
Receiver of the Customs of the Port of London, hath
restored and given it unto the most illustrious Mary,
Qucen of England, France, and Ircland, in the month of
October, in the year of our Lord 1553, in the first year
of hier reign.” The text of this volume is said to have
been written, and the illuminations executed, in the
fourteenth century, though, from their style, T cannot
help thinking that the period is nearly a hundred years
too late ; for beneath the pages of the Psalter is a scries
of most interesting and excellent drawings, in pen-and-ink
outlines, very slightly and delicately tinted with colours,
which was certainly a far more ancient custom. How-
ever that may be, this series consists ¢ de omnibus rebus,
et quibusdam aliis, for theré ate the representations of

‘gnimals and birds, field sports, games, legends, martyr-
doms, battles, ana fables, of an alimost dufinite varioty ;
and in the course of them occuv the figures of a water-
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quintain, both as it is deseribed by Fitzstephen, and also
of a more warlike character. .The first of these was
engraved by Strutt in the work which 1 have before
referred to, and gives a very perfect idea of the Rivinr
Tirine ov Tue Twurrrn CeNtury, which the illu-

minator had, no doubt, personally witnessed in his own
time. .The other, Which has also” been engraven in the
same work, p. 113, pl. xv. shows two armed knights
getting ¢ grysly together,” as the ¢ Morte d'Arthur’ calls

=L SN

it, in boats ; and you will find it under the 60th Psalm,
¢ Dominus repulisti nos, &c.

¢ Stow, in his ¢ Survey,’ vol. i. p. 301, mentions a very
mde iwitation of this kind of jousting on the water at
London ; when he says, ¢ 1 have scen also in the summer
season, upon the River of Thames, some rowed in
wherries, with staves in their hands, flat at the fore-end,
running one against another, and, for the most part, one
or both of them were overfhrown and well ducked.” In
Queen Mary’s Manuscript, under the psalm of ¢ Miseri-
cordiam et judicium cantabo,’ is also a representation of
two fiends hurling a Monk from a rude stone Bridge ;
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but as I rather think that did not occur at London, 1
mention jt no farther.

¢ But now, to return to our subject : —Stow relates
his particulars of the great firc of 1135-36, at p. 58 of his
¢ Survey,’ citing in the margin the ¢ Annals of Bermond-
sey.” and the ¢ Book of Trinity Priory,’ as his authorities.
The lutter of thesc is, perhaps, now no more ; but in the
former you may find the conflagration mentioned at p.
13 b, where it is said to have happened in the year 1135,
and to have extended to the Church of St. Clement
Danes. It was probably in the Register of Trinity
Priory, that Stow found a notice that London Bridge was
not only rcpaired, but a new one erccted of elm timher,
in 1163, by the most excellent Peter of Colechurch,
Priest and Chaplain ; since I find it in none of she his-
torians with whom I am acquainted. 1t is, however,
much hetter authenticated that the same pious architect
began his labours upon the first stone one in 1176 ; for,
in the ¢ Annals of Waverley,” at p. 161, you find the fol-
lowing entry.—¢ 1176. In this ycar, the Stone Bridge
at London is begun by Peter, the Chaplain of C'clechurch.”
Here, therefore, ends the history of the infancy of Lon-
don Bridge : and a very chargeful infancy it was, for, as
old Stow says, ¢it was maintained partly by the proper
lands thercof, partly by the liberality of divers persons,
and partly by taxations in divers shires, as I have proved,
for the space of 215 years’'—And unow, Mr. Geoffrey
Barbican, your very good health.”

¢ Sir, my hearty thanks to you,” replied I, rubbing
my eycs, “ for this Bridge Story is as dull as proving a
Peerage, where there's no reliance, and much doubting : —
but how's this, Master Pustern!” continued 1, looking
into the tankard, “ you have drunk, and 1 have drunk,
and yet the jug is as full as cvef, and os hot as it was at
first 2"

“ You're pleased to he facetious, good Sir,” answered
my visitor, “for truly I'm no Sairt Richard to work such



1176.7] LONDUN BRIDGE. 45
miracles ; but, if you please, we'll naw return to the
Bridge again.

“Wo arc here entering upon the golden age of London
Bridge, for the new stone building, by Peter of Cole-
church, was such an ornament as the Thames had never
before witnessed ; indeed, in my poor judgment, it very
far surpassed that crection, of which I shall hereafter
have occasion to speak ; and perhaps, for its time, even
that which now stretches itsclf across the flood. The
person to whom was intrusted the building of the first
stone Bridge at London, was, as I have already told you,
named Peter, a Priest and Chaplain of $t. Mary Cole-
church ; an edifice, which, until the Great Fire of London,
stood on the North side of the Poultry, at the South end
of a turning denominated (‘onyhoop Lance, from a I’oul-
terer’s shop having the sign of three Conies hanging over
it.  This Chapel, of which the skilful Peter was Curate,
was dedicated to the Blessed Virgin, and was fanous as
the place where St. Edmund and $t. Thomas a Beckett
were presented at the baptismal Fout ; still it must have
heen something very like having a church on a first floor,
for you may remember Stow says, in his ¢ Survey,’ vol. i
p. 552, that it was ¢ built upon a vault above ground, so
that men are forced to ascend into it hy certain steps.’
Of the architectural knowledge of the Curate thereof; I
have alrcady showed you that the Citizens of London
bad experienced some proofs, since he is said to have
vebuilt their last wooden Bridge: and John Leland the
Antiquary—whom I shall anon quote more particularly,
—observes, in the notes to his famous <8ong of the
Swan,'—a book of which I will also speak hercafter,—
that Radulphus de Diceto, Dean of London, who wrote
about 1210, states from his own knowledge, that he was
a mnative of this City. *The same venerable Antiquary
also tells us in his ¢ Itinerary,’ edited by Thomas Hearne,
Oxford, 1768-69, 8vo, vol. vii. pt. 1. marginal fol. 22, p. 12,
—that ¢ a Mason, beinge Master of tho Bridge Howse,
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buildyd @ fundamentis the Chapell on London Bridge, ¢
Sundamentis propriis impensis ;* or, as wo should now
say, from bottom to top, at his own costs and charges.
The property of Peter of Colechurch, however, would not
stand Bridge-building by itself; and therefore the present
will be the most fitting place to give you some account
of the other contributors to this great national work.

¢ Master Leland, in the same place which I last quoted,
obscrves that ¢ a Cardinale, and Arghepisshope of Cantor-
byri, gave 1000 Markes or /. to the ercctynge of London
Bridge.” Now, the Cardinal who is here alluded to, was
Hugo, Hugocio, or Huguzen di Petraleone, a Roman,
Cardinal Deacon of St. Angelo, whom Pope Alexander
111. sent, in 1176, to France, Scotland, and England,
as his Legate; which you may find stated in Alphonso
Ciaconio’s noble hook, entitled Vit ct Res Gestw
Pontificam Romanorum, et Sanctze Romana Ecclesi®
Cardinaliumn,” Rome, printed with the Vatican types, in
1630, fol. p. 578, a work of about 3000 pages in extent ;
of an enormous size, fairly bound in embossed vellum,
and adorned with a prodigious number of copper-plates
and woodcut Armorial Ensigns; by the latter of which
we arc shown, that this foreign contributor to the
building of London Bridge bore for his arms, Quarterly,
Argent and Gules, and over all, in the centre point, a
sieve of the first.  Whilst the Cardinal resided in Eng-
land, he took some notice of the disnute which was then
going on concerning’ the Primacy, between the Arch-
bishops of Canterbury and York: when at a meeting
held at Westminster, Roger de Ponte, the turbulent
posscssor of the latter sce, arrogantly took his seat at tho
Cardinal’s right hand. Upon which the domestics of
Richard, the mild and amiable Archbishop of Canter-
bury, took him thence by ‘force, and in the cunsuing
scuffle he was beaten, and turned out of the assembly,
with his episcopal robes sadly rent. Now this Richard
was a Benedictine monk, and Prjor of the monastery of
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8t. Martin’s, Dover; who was elected to the See of
Canterbury on the death of Thomas & Beckett, in 1174,
¢ He was a man,’ says Bishop Godwin, when writing his
mEmoirs, ¢ very liberal, gentle, and passing wise ;” and,
what gives him great honourin my sight, he was the very
Prelate whomn Leland mentions in the passage I quoted,
as subscribing so nobly to the foundation of London
Bndge And yet, 'tis strange, that only in his ¢ Itine-
rary,’ and in Stow’s ‘Survc\, vol. i. p. 68, is this dona-
tion recorded; for even in the best and most splendid
wedition of Blshop Godwin’s volume, ¢De Preesulibus
-Anglie Commenturius,” by William Richardson, Canon
of Linculn, Cambridge, 1743, fol. p. 79, the old Citizen
is referred to at note y, as his authority for-the fact. I
cannot omit now giving yvou the blazon of this Prelate’s
own arms, as they appear in that noble illuminated copy
of Archbishop Parker’s work, ¢ De Antiquitate et Privi-
legiis Ecclesize Cantuariensis cum Archiepiscopis ejusdem
70, Lanheth, 1572, fol. p. 123, which is estimated to be
fully worth its weight in gold. This truly valuable
volume was presented by our late good King George the
Third to the British Muscum, and formerly belonged to
Queen  Elizabeth, The arm# however, were -Azure,
three Mullets in bend, between two Cottises Argent ;
and whenever you turn to this volume, on which the
ancient Art of INuminating shed its latest rays, I pray
you fail not carcfully to inspect it : for you will find it a
copy of that edition printcd at his own palace by John
Day ; with many leaves impressed on vellum, and the
whole of the book carefully ruled with red-ink lines, the
initials coloured and gilded, and all the Armorial Ensigns,
with the Frontispiece, excellently well emblazoned. And
I pray you alsg, forget not well to note the binding;
since a richer or more fantifully embroidered covering
there are few tomes which can exhibit. The ground of
it is green velvet, intended to represent the vert of a
park, and it is swrrounded by a broad border of pales
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with a gate, worked in brown sitk and gold twist ; whilst:
within are trees, flowers, shrubs, tufts of grass, serpents, -
hinds, and does, all «exceuted in richly coloured silks
and gold and silver wire. At the back are the Queetr.
badges of red and white roses; the edges of the leaves
are gilt, and the volume was once secured by . 'bbons of
crimson silk.

“Of this most splendid book I must, indeed, yet add
another word, that it may be estimated as it so well.
descrves.  Dr. Ducarel, in his account of that astonishing
copy of it which is deposited in $he Archicpiscopa’
Palace at Lambeth, says, € It was first printed at Lams
beth by John Daye in 1572; and so small u nuanber
were then published, that, except this complete copy,
there is but onc extant in England, known to be so,
which is preserved in the Public Library of Cambridge,
as I am informed.” See his Letter of July the 15th,
1758, addressed to Archbishop Secker, which is inserted
in the Rev. H. J. Todd’s ¢ Catalogue of the Archiepis.
copal Manuseripts in Lambeth Palace.” London, 1812,
fol. p. 242, Art, 959,

“The life of Archbishop Richard, \\lncll this hook
contains, is ncarly the sfme as that 1oluted by Francis
Godwin, Bishop of Landaft; and before I leave speaking
of this carly and Reverend patron of Loudon Bridge, let
nic cndeavour to clear hig' memory from something like
a stain which attaches to it. He accvived the Arch-
bishop’s Pall, immediately after the death of a man of
nneonquerable spirit and insurmountable pride, for you
will remember. that he was successor to Beckett ;
perhaps, it was the strong contrast afforded by
yielding and quiet disposition, which has made g@m
suppose that he did nothing worthy of momory. 4 am,
however, myself rather surprised at the manner of his
decease, when it is allowed by all his biographers, that
he was # man so charitable, of such bencfit to the
reventics of the church, and wag so liberal both to the
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poor, the nation, the Kiung, and even the Pontiff himself.
The story of his death is related by Gervase of Duver,

Henry Knyghton, the Cgpon of Leicester, and in the
ni#ronicle of William Thorne, the Monk of St. Augus-
tin's, Canterbury ; but I shall recite it to you frem the
old Eng.sh edition of Francis Godwins ¢ Catalogue of
the Bisuaps of England, from the first planting of the
Christian Religion in this Island:’ London, 1615, 4to,
p- 96. ¢ The end of this man,’ says the Prelate, ©is thus
reported, how that being a sleecpe at his Mammor of
Wrotham, there scemed to come vnto him a certaine
terrible personage’—Knyghton and Thorne say ©the
Lord appeared unto his sight,)—¢ demaunding of him,
who he was; whercunto, when for feare, the Avchhishop
answered nothing, Thou art he, quoth the other, that
hast destroyed the goods of the Church, and 1 will
destroy thee from off the earth: this having said, he
vanished away.  In the morning betime, the Archbishop
got him up, and taking his iourney toward Rochester,
related this fearfull vision vato a friend of his by the way.
Hec had no sooner told the tale, hut hee was taken sud-
denly with a great cold and stifenesse in his limmes, so
that they had much adoo to get him so farre as Haling,
& house belonging to the Bishop of Rochester. There
he tooke his bed, and being horribly tormented with the
cholike, and other greefes, vntill the next day, the night
following, the 16th of February, hee gave vp the ghost,
anno 1183,

“Though such was his untimely end, yet his being
so great a bencfactor to the original building of old
London Bridge, ought to make his name revered by
every true-hcarted Citizen of London; and, indeed,
Bridge-building has been thought by some to be an aet.
of rcal picty, witness those rude old verses printed in
Leland’s ¢ Itinerary,” vol. vii. part I., Marginal fol. G4 b,
P. 79, which were composed on the erecting of #he Bridge
at Culham, in Oxfordshire, and hung up by Master
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Rizhard Faunand, Ironmonger, of Abingdon, in the Hall
of St. Helen’s Ilospital.
¢ Off alle werkys in this wogde that ever were wrought,
Holy Chirche is chefe, there children been chersid.
For by baptim these barnes to blisse been ybrought,
Thorough the grace of (iad, and fayre refresshed,
Another blessid besines is Brigges to muke,
Where, that the pepul may not passe after greet showers ;
Dole it is to drawe a deed body out of u luke,
That was fulled in a fount stoon, and a felow of oures.
King Herry the fifte, in his fomthe yere,
He hathe yfounde for his folke a Brige in Berke schyre,
For cartis with carriages may goo and come clere,
That many Wynters afore were mareed in the myre,
And some outc of ther sadels flette to the giounde
Wente forthe in the water wist no man whare ;
Fyve wekys atter or they were yféunde, .
Ther kyn and ther knowlech canght them uppe with care.”
¢ By this then, you sce there is much virtue in your
Bridge-builder.  The names of all the Bencfactors to
London Bridge, indeed, were fairly painted on a tablet,
and hung up in St. Thomas's Chapel, which stood upon
the middle of it ; and, doubtless, the donation of King
Henry 11. would be found there recorded, if that grateful
testimounial were yct in existence. The King's gift, how-
ever, is supposed to have been, in fact, the gift of the
people, being the produce of a tax upon wool ; and hence
arose that ahsurd tradition, which the commonalty in-
vented to make a wonder of the matter, that ¢ London
Bridge was built upon woolpacks” I amn, indeed,
inclined to think that the measure was not very popular ;
for the people of England scldom failed to complain of
any additional duty placed upon that commodity ; and of
this you find some reliques in Lord Coke’s Commentary
on the 30th Chapter of the ¢ Magna Charta’ of King
Henry 111., contained in his . Second Institute,” pp. 68,
59. Heis there speaking, you know, of the taking away
of evil tol]s and customs, and he observes, that some have
supposed that there was a tribute due to the King by the
Common Law, upon all wools, Wool-fells,—~that is, the
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undressed sheep-skins,—and leather, to be taken as well
of the English as of strangers, known by the name of
Antiqua Custuma. 'This amounted to half a mark, or
63, 8d. for cvery sack of wool of 26 stone weight ; and a
whole mark upon cvery last of leather. But even this
his Lordship also endeavours 8 prove a recent custom,
by a Patent Roll from the Exchequer, of the 3rd of
Edward 1., . n. 1274, which states, that the Prelates,
Chiefs, and the whole Common Council of the kingdomn,
had consented to grant this new custom of wool to him,
and to his heirs. Now, cven the words ¢ novam
consuctudinem’ may signify only a revival of the anciont
tax, for some specific cause ; as it might have lain
dormant since the days of building London Bridge ; thus
having reference to a new occasion, and not to the date.
But shortly previous to the final confirmation of the
Great and Forest Charters, however, in the 25th of
Edward 1.; 1296, the King sct a new toll of forty shillings
upon every sack of wool, without the consent of his
Parliament ; which the Commonalty felt to be a very
heavy impogjtion.  Against this they petitioned, and in
the aforesaid ¢ Confirmationes Chartarum,” Chapter vii.
it was provided that such things should be abolished,
and not taken, but by common consent and good will ;
excepting the customs before granted. There appears to
me, however, cven a still nearer connexion between the
Daties raised for the building of London Bridge, and the
xxiii. Chapter of the ¢ Magna Charta’ of King John, for
you there find that ¢ No City, nor Frecman, shall he
distrained to make Bridges or water-banks, but such as
have of old been accustomed to do so:” from which it is
evident, that the taxation was general, and that this
instrument was to make it particular ; though, according
to Lord Coke’s exppsition, there was nothing gained by
it : for, in his ¢ Second Institute,” fol. 29, he says, that in
the rcigns of Richard I. and John, fictitious exactions
were made in the nameg of Bridges, Bulwarks, and the
like, but that neither the erection, nar the paying for
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them, was abolished by this act, since they could not be
erected but hy the King himself, or by an Act of Parlia-
ment.—But Mr. Barbican |—You doze, worthy Sir !”

“ Why truly, Mr. Postern,” said I, rubbing my eyes,
“tax-gathering is always dull work; andI verily thought
we had lost sight of tif® Bridge in the paying for it.
You're as minute with all your authorities as a Flemish
painter that marks every hair on a cat’s back, and I can
turn over your old dull authors in my own dusty book-
room.”

“1 must acknowledge,” said my visitor, ¢ that such
details arc rather dry; but you very well know, my
good friend, as Father Le Long said, ¢ Truth is so de-
lightful, that we should consider no lahour too great to
obtain it:" and, indeed, I wished to bring before you
some circumstances which li¢ widely scattered, although
they, neverthcless, most excellently illustrate the story,
and 1 would do all honour to the memory of the worthy
Peter of Colechurch.”

% Really, Sir,” answered I, “if his blessing be worth
having, it ought to rest upon your head ; for bad you hcen
Peter of Colechurch himself, ten times over, you could
scarcely have taken more pains with your history : and
so,—herc's your health, and his, Mr. Barnaby.”

« My best thanks to you, my honoured friend,” replied
Mr. Postern, “and I’Il shortly repay your attention by a
piece of a move brilliant description ; for having once got
the Bridge built, and paid for, we'll take a look at the
picturesque old edifice itself, and at some of the many
gorgeous sights and interesting scenes which took place
upon it : indeed it shall go hard but what I'll find you
amusement.  The building, then, which the ncver-to-
be-forgotten Peter of Colechurch began, took as long to
complete as Solomon’s Temple, for thirty and threc years
were employed in crecting it. Ere that period, however,
the charitable priest who designed it, the learned Archi-
tect and wise builder who watched its progress, went the

way of.all flesh ; as we shall find hereafter, in 1205, and



" 1201.] LONDON BRIDGE. 53

not, as Maitland erroncously says, in the third of King
John, a. ». 1201, though he also supposes that he might
then be worn out by age or fatigue, since in the ’atent
Rolls of the Tower of London, of that year, M. 2, No. 9,
is the following Letter Missive of the King to the-Mayor
and Citizens of London, recommending a new Architect.
For other references you may consult Maitland’s History,
p- 45; Thomas Ilearnc’s edition of the ¢Liber Niger
Scaccarii,” London, 1771, 8vo, vol. i. p. *470, where it
is printed in the original Latin; and the ¢ Calendarium
Rotulorum Patentium in Twrri Londinensi, Printed by
Command,’ London, 1802, fol. p. 1, col. 1. The Letter is
as follows :—

« ¢ John, by the Grace of God King of England, &e. to his
faithful and beloved the Mayor and Citizens of London, greeting;
Considering how the Lord in a «hort time hath wrought in regard
to the Biidges of Xainctes and Rochelle, by the great care and pains
of our faithful, learned, and worthy Clerk, Isenbert, Master of the
Schools of Xainctes : We therefore, by the advice of our Reverend
Father in Christ, 1Tubert (Walter), Archbishop of Canterbury, and
that of others, have desired, directed, and enjoined him to use his
best endeavour in building your Bridge, for your benefit, and that
of the public #* Yor we trust in the Lord, that this Bridge, so requi-
site for you, and all who shall pass the same, will, through bhis
industry and the divine blessing, soon be finished. Wherefore,
without prejudice to our right, or that of the City of London, we
will and grant, that the rents and profite of the several houses which
tho said Master of the Schools sball cause to be erected upon the
Bridge aforesaid, be for ever appropriated to repair, maintain, and
uphold the same. And seeing that the requisite work of the Bridge
cannot Le accomplished without your aid, and that of others, we
charge, and cxhort you, kindly to 1eceive and honour the above-
nawed Isenbert, and those employed by him, who will perform
everything to your advantage and credit, according to his dircetions,
you affording him your joint advice aud asei in the premi
For whatever good office or honour you shall do to him, you ought
to estoeny the samo as done to us. But, should any injury be offerod
to the said Isenbert, or to the persons employed by him, which we
do not believe there will, scd that the same be redressed so soon as
it comes to your knowledge. Witness myself, at Molinel,'—in the
Province of Bourbon, in France,—* the eightcenth day of April.’

“ ¢ A Letter,” adds Hearne, on page *471, ¢ of the same
form, was written to all the King’s faithful subjects con-
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stituting the realm of England ;' and the instrument itself
is also to be found at length in the original Latin, in Sir
Syvmonds 1)’Ewes’ extracts from the Records, Harleian
MSS, in the British Museum, No. 86, p. 1 a.

¢ [tvis, however, by no means clear, notwithstanding
this Royal Writ, that 1senbert was employed by the Citi-
zens to complete the huilding of London Bridge ; indeed,
the Rev. John Entiek, in his edition of Maitland’s * His-
tory of London,’ vol. i. p. 45, imagines quite otherwise,
because he found that King John, in the seventh year of
his reign, 1205, three years, as he says, before the Bridge
was finished, granted the custody of it toone Fiiar West,
taking it from the Lord Mayor, and obliging the City to
apply certain void places within its walls to be built on
for its support. Strype also quotes the former instru-
ment as being yet preserved in the ¢ Rotuli Clausi,” or

slose Rolls, in the Tower, 7 John, ¢. 19, for you know

it was a private instrument, and therefore sealed up, and
directed to the persous whom it specially concerned.

¢ But now lct us sce how far this supposition is founded
in truth, In the first place, the reference to the Close
Rolls is erroneous, for the writ is to be found on the 15th
Membrane, therc being no such article as ¢. 19 ; and, in
the next place, there was no such person as Friar West,
for the title of Friar was not in use until the fourteenth
century, and the person referred to was called Wasce,
though the name of West has been coyied and re-copied,
and the error thus perpetuated ad infinitum. The actual
words of the writ are, in English, as follow.

¢ ¢ The King to CGeoffrey Fitz Peter, &e.'—Chicf Justice of
England.—* We will thut Brother Waace, our Almoner, and some
other lawful man of London, provided by you and the Mayor of
London, be Attorney fur the custody of London Bridge. And,
therefore, we crmmand you that they give the whole to these men,
likc as Peter, the Chaplain of Colechurch, possessed the snme from
them. Witness for the same, the Prior of Stoke, at Marlehridge,
the 15th day of September.’

¢ Notwithstanding this instrument, we hear no more
of Frater Wasce, nor of Iscnbert of Xainctes, but are
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told hy Stow, p. 58, without his referring to any other
authority; that ¢ this work, to wit, the Arches, Chapel,
and Stone Bridge over the Thames at London, having
been thirty-three years in building, was, in the year 1209,
finished by the worthy Merchants of London, Sede Mer-
cer, William Almmnc, and Benedict Botewnte, principal
masters of that work.’

¢ This new Bridge consisted, then, of a stone platform,
erected somewhat westward of the former, 926 feet long,
and 40 in width, standing about sixty feet above the
Ievel of the water ; and containing a Drawbridge, and
19 broad pointed arches, with massive piers varying from
25 to 34 fect in solidity, raised upon strong elm piles,
covered by thick planks, bolted together.  Such was the
FIRST sTONE LoNbpoN Bripee, commenced by PrreER o¥
CorecrivrcH, A. n. 1176.

* Deeply as I vencrate the memory of the great builder
of that Bridge, which continued for so many centuries
the wonder of Europe, yet I must not omit to notice to
you, that many persons have grievously condemned his
labours ; the principal objections to which are summed
up in the ¢ Londinium Redivivam,’ of Mr. James Peller
Macolm, London, 1802-1807, 4to, vol. ii. p. 386, where
he thus heavily censures that erection. ¢ Whatever were
the pretensions of Peter of Colechurch to eminence as an
Ecclesiastical Architect, I think any person who views
Vertuc's print of London Bridge, as it stood in 1209, will
allow that he was a very bad Civil Engineer. He secms
to have dclighted in the number of his piers, which
amounted to nincteen ; and he was so ignorant of the true
principles by which he should have been governed, that
the centre was swelled into a Chapel, reducing the ad-
joining arches to half the diameter of the remainder. In-
deed, it is wonderful that thosc piers maintained their
situation, when we refiecct how the torrent now rushes
throngh, hurling heavy-laden barges along s if they were
feathers on the stream, when every pmcucable remedy to
enlarge them has been applied.’
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“ An Architect of nearly a hundred years sinee, how-
ever, has considered thesc objections with somewhat more
of mathematical proof; and what-is better, even whilst
he admits their full force, he still venerates the memory,
and dares to appluud the public spirit, of the bjessed
Peter of Colechurch. You will readily guess that I
allude to Master Nicholas Hawksmoor's ¢ Short Histori-
cal Account of London Bridge, with a proposition for a
New Stonc Bridge at Westminster,” & 4ta pamphlet of
47 pages, and 5 folding Copper-plates, originally pub-
lished in the year 1736, for two shillings. The Author
observes, at page 9, that the whole breadth of the River
from North to South is nearly 900 feet, and that in his
txmc there were eightcen solid plers of different dimen-
sions, varying from 34 to 25 fect in thickness. Accord-
ing to this disposition, he argues, ¢ the greatest water way
is when the tide is above the sterling®, which is 450 feet,
and, considering the impediments, it is not half the width
of the River for the water to pass ; but when the tide is
fallen below the sterlings, the water-way is reduced to
194 feet,~which is during the greatest part of the flux
and reflux of the tide,—and the river of 900 feet hroad,
is forced through a channel of 194 feet, which is not a
quarter of the whole.” We can at last, however, hardly
judge of the Bridge of Pcter of Colechurch with any de-
gree of fairness, for that great bencfactor of London died
before he eompleted his Pontificate, as I may jocularly
call it ;. and the author whom I last quoted, very candidly
observes of him, that he, perhaps, ¢did not intend to add
those immecnse Sterlings that have so much obstructed
the River's passage betwixt the Stone piers,” and which,
after all, are the great cause of the evil : for, says the
same person, at page 13, when answering the common
ohjection to altering London Bridge, on account of the
expense attending it, ¢I have Leard some masters of
Hoys and Lighters say, that a Tonnage would willingly
be paid for such a convepiency and security of their goods
and vessels; and, as I have heard, an offer was made to
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pay Tonnage, if the Drawbridge had been opened, when
the City last repaired it, to avoid the losscs they suffered
frequently by the Sterlings.” ¢ It is very probable,’ con-
tinues the same authority, ¢ that the Sterlings were made
afterwards, to keep the foundation of the piers from being
undermined ;—or, perhaps, thesc Stexlings might he in-
creased after some damages that befell the piers, by the
great quantiry of ice which might Le stopt by the nar-
rowness of the arches ; and those that intended to make
the legs more secure, used such means as rendered them
the less so, by the violent rapidity which they gave to
the River so restrained.” In addition to this, he also
attemipts an apology even for that very part of Peter’s
Bridge, which has been the most condemued ; © having,
perhaps, designed,’ says Mr. Hawksmoor, ¢ by the nar-
rowncess of the arches, to restrain the cbbing of the tide,
the better to preserve the navigation of the River above
the Bridge, though it would not have any great effect if
the Sterlings were taken away,’ considering ¢ that if the
River had its free conrse, it would ebb away so fast, that
there would be scarce any navigation above the Bridge, a
little time after high-water.” This pamphlet also con-
tains a defence of the Great Pier, which so violently cx-
cited the censure of Malcolm, who thought a Church on
a Bridge was thrown away ; for at page 12, he states that
it might be intended ‘firstly to be a steadying of the
whole machine, instead of making an angle, as it is in the
famous Bridge at Prague, and in some of the Bridges in
Franee ; so that this fortress was placed in the middle of
the Bridge, to stem the violence of the floods, ice, and
all other accidents that might be foreed against it.  Se-
condly,—that if by any accident of the ice or flvod, or un-
dermining any of the legs’—he means the piers, but
Hawksmoor frequently uses<this very ungraceful epithet,
~* some of the arches might fall, as five did, Anno 1282,
yet, by the help of this great buttress,—though this
danage was done on one side,—the arches on the other
side stood firm, so that there was less expense, and greater
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encouragement to make the repair. The third reason
was, that he had an opportunity to show his piety, having
a situation for erccting a Chapel, which was done, and
his hody deposited in it.”

“ At the great repair of London Bridge, which took
place between 1757 and 1770, several additional argu-
ments were brought forward against the original cdifice ;
of which Mr. Robert Mylne, in his Answers to the Sclect
Committee of the House of Commons, for improving the
Port of London, dated May 15, and October 30, 1801,
printed in .the Fourth Report of that Committee, states
the following particulars. * The houses,” says he, ¢ heing
then taken down, and the sides of the Bridge being dis-
mantled, the internal masses of its great bulk were found
little better than rubbish, and of bad mason-work, &e.,
without active exertion, or cven inert resistance. 'The
original Piles, under the original stonc-work of a very
narrow Bridge, between the two modern sides and ex-
treme parts, by cutting into thesides of the piers, and by
one old heing opened up, and totally removed, have heen
found compased of Sapling Oak aud some Elm, carelessly
worked, neither round nor square, but much deeayed.’

¢“ And now, worthy Mr. Barbican, having told you®
some of the ohjections to, and apologies for, the Bridge of
the venerable Peter of Colechurch, hefore we ascend to
the parapet, to examine the buildings which stood upon
it, let 1c observe to you, that there are engraved Ground-
plans of this Bridge, in George, Vertue's piints, which I °
shall mention more particularly hereafter, and also in
Hawksmoor's tract from which I have so largely quoted.”

Here let me for a moment interrupt the narrative of
Mr. Postern, by stating that on the next page the Reader
has a reduced copy of tho interesting plan last mentioned,
to which are suljoined Hawksmoor's own measurcments,
and some additional particulars, also taken from Vertue ;
on the accuracy of every part of which, we have the best
authority for placing the most complete reliance.
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GROUND PLAN OF THE FIRST STONE BRIDGE AT LONDON : COM-
MENCED A.Dp. 1176, AND coMpLETED A.p. 1209,

DIMFNSIONS AND REFFRENCES.
Commencing at the City, or north end.

Ft. In.
Breadth of Figst Arch . . . 100
—_— Pier. . . . 30 0
Second Arch . . . I5 0
—_— Pier . . . 18 0
Length of Second Pier . . . 47 6
Breadth of Third Arch . . . 25 0
Pia . . . 17 0
Length of Thivd Pier . . . . 41 6
Lireadth of Pourth Arch . . . 21 0
- Pier . . 18 0
Length of Fourth Picr . . 47 6
DBicadth of Fatth Aveh . . . . 27 0
t—————— DPicr . .21
Length of Fifth Pier . . 47
Bieadth of Sixth Arch . 29
Pier . .21

Length of Sivth Pier
DBreadth of Seventh Arch
—_—— Pier
Length of Seventh Piar
Breadih of Eighth Arch .
Pier
Length of Kighth Pier. .
Breadth of Ninth Arch .
Pier .
Length of Ninth Pier .
Breadth of Tenth Arch
Centre Pivr . 3!)
Length of Centre Pier . 95
Fxtreme Length of ditto . . . 125
Yewrue makes the extreme length of this
Pier but 115 feet only.

L )
A
-~

* e 8 & P s e e s " s e .
< [l
-

9
—_—
oocacoocTeoooSOR

Breadth of Chapel on Centre Pier 20 0
Jength of ditto . . . . 60 0
Fixterior Ilcight from the wa.ter 110 0
Bicadth of hlevcnth Arch . ., 16 0

—_—Pier . . 21 O
Length of Eleventh Pier . . . 37 0
Breadth of Twelfth Arch o . . 24 6
—_ Pier o + » 21 0
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Length of Twelfth Pier . . e . . 38 0
Breadth of Thirteenth Areh . . . . 25 8
Pier . . . . . 27 0
0
4

Length of Thirteenth Pier . . . 50

Bieadth of Drawbridge, or Fourteonth Arch 29
Vertee makces this space 30 feet broad.

Breadth of Fourteenth Pier . . . . . 17

———— FPier .
Length of Nineteenth Pier, North Sldc
]{u‘:\dlh of Twenticth Arech. . . . . 15

The Piers*and Arches were both mcasured from the
squares of the latter, the triangular ends being left unno-
ticed, excepting in the instance of the Great Pier. The
length of the whole Bridge was 920 fect ; its height, 60;
and the breadth of the Strect over it, 40 feet.

[RESVITTN

. “Let us now then, my good Sir,” continued Mr.
Postern, “ascend to the Platform or Strcet of the old
London Bridge, crected by Peter of Colechurch, and
look at the buildings which stood upon it; the most
celebrated of which was the famous Chapel dedicated to
8t. Thowas i Becket, the MartyT of Canterbury, whence
it was familiarly called St. Fhomas of the Bridge. This
waserected uponthe Tenth, or Great Pier, which measured
35 feet in breadth, and ]]5 from point to point ; whilst
tho edifice itself was GO feet in length, by 20 feet broad,

0

Length of Fourteenth Pier . . . . . 26 0
DBreadth of Fiftecuth Arch ce .. 2210
—_— Pier e e . 2600
Lougth of Jaftcenth Pier . . . o« + 47 7
Breadth of Sixteenth Atch « . . . . 2110
———————Tjer .. ... 150
Length of Sixteenth Pier . . . . . 46 0
Breadth of Seventeenth Aveh . . . . 29 4
—_——Pier . . . . 200
Length of Seventeenth Pier. . . . . 46 0
Breadth of Kighteenth Areh . . . 0 24 0
—_— Pier. . . . . 17 0
Length of Fighteenth Pier . . . . . 46 0
Breadth of Nineteenth Aveh . . . . 27 0
. . . 0

. 0

0
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and stood over the parapet on the Eastern side of the
Bridge, leaving a pathway on the West, about a quarter
of the breadth of the Picr, in front of the Chapel.  The
face of the building itself was forty feet in height, having
a plain gable, surmounted by a cross of about six feet
‘more ; whilst four buttresses, crowned by crocketted
spires, divided the Western end.into three parts. The
wide centre contained a rich pointed-arch window, of
one mullion, with a guatrefoil in the top ; and the two
sides were occupied by the cntrances to the Chapel from
the Bridge-Street, cach being ascended by three steps.
Such was the gencral appearance of the West Front
or THE CHAPEL ox Lonxpon Brivge.

S . s G Higics S0

¢ The interior of this edifice consisted of two storics,
both consccrated to sacred purposes, and greatly resem-
bling cach other in their appearance.  The Upper Chapel
was lofty, being supported by fourteen groups of clegant
clustered columns, and lighted by cight pointed-arch
windows divided by stonc mullions into a double range
of arches, surmounted by a lozgnge. Beneath each of
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the windows were three arched reccsses, separated by
small pillars; and the roof itself was also originally
formed of lofty pointed arches; though, when this
magnificent fane was transformed into a warchouse, a
wooden ceiling, with stout beamns crossing cach other in
squares, was erceted, which cut off the arches where they
sprang from the pillams, and divided into two parts the
INTERIOR OF THE Uppkr ('uaren or St. Thoxnas.

The Fastern extremity of this building formed a semi-
hexagon, having a smaller window in cach of its divisions,
with richly carved arches under them, corresponding
with the serics alrcady mentioned on the side: and the
architcctural lightness and eldgance of the whole, meriting
the highest encomium. Bencath this principal edifice,
was a short descending passage, having, on the keft hand,
a stone basin cut in a recess in the wall, for containing
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Holy Water, and leading, through the eolid masonry of
the Pier, into the Lowen Cuarer or St. Tromas, which
was constructed in the Bridge itself.

¢ This Cryrr was entercd both from the upper apart-
ment and the street, as well as by a flight of stone stairs
winding round a pillar, which led into it from the nearest
Picr: whilst in the front of this latter entrance, the
Sterling formed a platform at low water, which thus
rendered it accessible from the River. The Lower
Chapel, which—even decorated as “that “was, in my
estimation, very far exceeded the upper onc in architec-
tural beauty,—was about 20 feet in height, and its roof
supported hy clustered columns, similar to those I have
alveady described ; from each of whicl: sprang seven ribs,
the centre, and the two adjoining it in every division,
being bound by fillets with roscs on the intersections ;
whilst the great horizontal ribs had clusters of regal
and ecclesiastical masks, producing an effect little to
be expected in such a structure, in such a situation;
though 1 may trust to your correct taste, my good Mr.
Barbican, for duly appreciating it. There was also a
rich Senies or Wixnows N TnE Lower Cuarer,
which lobked on to the water, similar in character to,
though much smaller than, those above : whilst the flqor
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was heautifully paved with black and white marble; for
in this place did the pious Architect propose to rest his

bones.  His monument, remarkable only for its plain-
ness, was formed, according to Maitland’s ¢ History,” p.
46, under the Chapel stairease, in the middle of the
building ; and it measured seven feet and a half, by four
in breadth. There was, indeed, neither hrass plate, nor
inscription, nor carving found about the sepulchre, when
Mr. Yaldwin, the inhabitant of the Chapel in 1737, then
a dwelling, and warchouse, discovered the remains of a
*body in repaiving the stairease ; though, from the © Annals
of Waverlew” p. 168, we know that the reliques of Peter
were certainly entombed in this place. ¢ In 1205)—

sruns the passage,—¢ died Peter the Chaplain of Cole-
church, wha began the §tone Bridge at London, and he
is sepultnred in the Chapel upon the Bridge” By this
entry then, we are assured that he lay there; and as for
an cpitaph, was not the whole cdifice an everlasting
catafaleo to his memory, which should speak for all
times ¢ How fincly, indeed, might we apply to him
that inseviption, which the son of Sir Christopher Wren
compaosed for his father's burial-place in St. Paul’s,—
¢ He lived, not for himself, but for the public!  Reader,
if you seck his monument, look around you !’

* And now, before we® enter upon an examination of
the bed of the Thames at London Bridge. and consider
whether the River were turned, as Stow thinks, to admit
of its erection, let me cite you some ancient authorities

»
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concerning St. Thomay’s Chapel. The first of thesc shall
be the ¢ Itinerary of Symon Fitz Simeon, and Hugo the
Iluminator,” hoth of whom were Irish Monks, of the
Order of Friars Minors, who visited London on their
pilgrimage to Pulestine, in 1322. ¢ This flux and reflux,’
—say they, at pp. 4, 5,—* continues to the sea from the
famous River named Thames, upon the which is a Bridge,
filled with inhabitants and wealth ; and in the midst of
them is a Charch dedicated to the blessed Thomas,
Archhishop and Martyr, which is well served continually.’
About the year 1418, also, William Rotoner, a Monk of
Worcester, of the Parish of St. James in Bristol, who
then travelled from that City to St. Michacl's Mount in
Cornwall, in his ¢ Itincrarium,’ pp. 301, 302, thus spake
of London Bridge and the Chapel. ¢ The length of the
Chapel of St. Thomas the Martyr, upon London Bridge,
is about twenty yards; having an under Chancel in the
vault, with a choir, but the length of the nave of the
said Chapel contains fourteen yards. The width of the
middle steps is one yard. The length of the Bridge on®
the South, from the posts to the first gate ngwly founded
by Henry the Cardinal, unto the two posts erected near
the Church of St. Magnus, consists of five hundred of -
my steps. Jtem: there are five great windows on one
side,—of the Chapel,— cach of which contains threc
panes:’ or rather divisions.  Of these Itineraries T will
observe nothing farther, than that they wero published
from the original Manuscripts in Corpus Christi College,
Cambridge, by James Nasmith, the Editor of Tanncr’s
¢ Notitia Monastica;” in 1778, 8vo; under the title of
¢ Itineraria Symonis Simeonis, et Willielmi de Worcestre,”
“ Of this Chapel, and also of the first Stone Bridge,
there are two lurge folio engravings, taken and pukblished,
by ficorge Vertue, in 1744-48,swhich, after his decease,
were, with many «f his other plates of Antiquities,
prosented by his widow to the Antiquarian Society in
1775.  'The first engraving meesures 18} inches by 20
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inches and 2, and cohitains ¢ A View of the West Front of
the Chappel of St. Thomas, on London Bridge ; also the
Inside View from West to East of the said Chappel, as
it was first built An". 1209 :"—and also ¢ London Bridge
as it was first built, An°. 1209 :"—a Ground Plan, and
some measurements of the same, and a short Historical
Account of the structure, drawn up by Sir Joscph Aylotle,
Bart, Vice-President of the Socicty of Antiquarics. The
publication line states, that it was ¢ drawn, engrav’d, and
publish’d by G. Vertue, in Brownlow-Street, Drury-
Lane, 1748 A sceond edition was printed by the
Society, in 1777,

“ The other plate contains ¢ The Inside Perspective
View of the Under Chappel of St. Thomas within Lon-
don Bridge, from the West {0 the East End,’ and beneath
it: the ¢ Inside South View of the Under Chappel from
East to West, representing the manner and form of this
rare picce of Ancient Architecture, thus drawn and
transwitted to posterity, by G. V., Antiquary, 1744,
Published and sold by G. Vertue, in Brownlow-Street,
Drury-Lane, 1747 This plate, which measures 18}
inches by 20, contains a few additional historical notes,
by Sir Joseph Ayloffe; and a reduced copy of the lower
View was engraved in the 23d volume of the ¢ Gentle-
man’s Magazine,” for Oct. 1753, p. 520. T must ohserve,
also, that, in the large interior View on that plate of
Vertue last-mentioned, there are introdueed the portraits
of the learned Samuel Gale, and the eccentric Dr.
Ducarel, The former, by whose patronage and assistance
Vertue produced these prints, is standing on the left
hand, holding a plan of the Chapel, and listoning to an
outlandish-looking man, designed for Peter of Colechurch;
whilst the lutter Antiquary is cmployed in measuring.
Yeu find this information given from Gale's own lips, in
that monument of labour, the ¢ Literary Ancedotes of
the Kighteenth Century,” by John Nicholy, volume iv.
London, 1812, 8vo, p. 552, and vol. vi. pt. 1. p. 402, I

. r2
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shall close this notice of these most ancient views of
London Bridge, by observing to you, that there is a view
and a ground-plan of it, with measurements, engraved
by Tows, on the second plate in Hawksmoor's work,
already cited.

¢ Let me remark to you, however, Mr. Barhican, as
touching the Chapel which T have thus deseribed to you,
that the custom of crecting Religious Houses on Bridges,
is certainly of great antiquity. A notable instance of
this kind was on the Bridge at Droitwich, where the
road passed throngh the Chapel and separated the con-
gregation from the reading-desk and pulpit.  Another
famous Bridae Chapel is al-o to be found erccted over
the River Calder, at Wakefield, in the West Riding of
Yorlkshire ; of which. a folding view, by W. Lodge, is
inserted in the ¢ Ducatus Leadiensis’ of Ralph Thoreshy,
London, 1715, fol., sometimes placed at p. 164, This
beautiful fane, you know, was built by King Kdward 1V,
i memory of his father, Richad, Duke of York. who
was killed in the hattle fought ncar Wakeficld; on
December the 31st, 1600, The Bridge Chapel, however,
though extremely rich in jts architeeture, was not so
singular as ours at London, since it was not built in the
picr, and descending even to the water’s edge, but wpon
the picr, and the platform of the Bridge itself,  Some-
what like our shrine of St. Thomas, however, as it
belonged to the poor of the town, it was, ahout 1779,
converted into a dwelling-house, and letat a small annual
rent to a retail dealer in old clothes ! ay that industrious
Antiquary, Richard Gough, tells us, in his ¢ British
Topography,” London, 1760, 4to, vol. ii. p. 457, note r.
¢ T what base uses may we not return, Horatio!" The
edifice which had bean erected for Monks to chant
forth their Requiescats in solenm procession ; the shrine
which had been endow ed for the sweet reposeof a warrior’s
soul : the—"

“ Tl tell you what, Mr. Barnaby Postern,” said I,
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starting up, “ you'll contribute to my sweet repose,
unless you leave wandering in Yorkshire, and rcturn
again to London Bridge: what have we to do with a
bead-roll of all the Bridge Chapels that are scattered
through England ? 1 deau(. to know but of oné; for,
by its having existed, we are sure that there might have
heen some sort of custom for their ercetion ; zmd, as old
Chaucer saith,
¢ Eaperience, though nene anctoritye

Were i this world, is quite cnough for me.” "

“ True, Sir, true,” said the mild old Antiquary ; “ you
have once more brought me back to my starting-post ;
for 1 own that I am too apt, when discoursing upon one
subject, to branch out into others which scem to illus~
trate, or are in any degree conneeted with it. You will,
however, I dare say, allow me to remark, that Plutarch
denies the derivation of the word Pontifex from the old
Romun custom of sacrificing on Bridges, which might,
nevertheless, be the origin of Chapels being built upon
them. Ile hentions this in his Life of Numa Pompilius,
in his ¢ Vita Paralleke,” best edition, by Augustin
Bryan, and M. du Soul, London, 1729-34, 4to, volume i.
page 142.  The Greek passage begins, Notug 8& ral Ty rdy
dpxiepéwr,” &e. ; and the Latin, ¢ Jum etiam sa('erdofum_,
but I shall gi\‘c you the ovcvsllcnt modern English ver-
sion of Dr. Langhorne, in his very popular translation of
the old Classic, from the edition of Mr. Archdeacon
Wrangham, London, 18183, 8vo, vol. i. pp. 181, 182 : ¢ To
Numa,’ says the passage, * is attributed the institution of
that high order of pricsts, called Pontifices ; over which
he is said to have presided himself. Some say, they
were called Pontifices, ps.cmployed in the service of
those powerful gods that govern the world ; for potens, in
the Roman language, significs powclful Others, that
they were ordered by their law-giver to perform such
offices as were in their power, and standing excused
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when there was some great impediment. But most
writers assign a ridiculous reason for the term, as if they
were called Pontifices, from their offering sacrifices upon
the Bridge, which the Latins eall ’ontem ; such kinds of
ceremonices, it seems, being looked upon as the most
sacred, and of the highest antiquity. These Priests, too,
are said to have been commissioned to kecp the Bridges
in repair, as one of the most indispensable parts of their
sacred office.”  Plutarchus, the author of-this, you re-
member, died ahout a. . 140 ; and the period of which
he wrote, was about 630 years before the birth of Christ.
That giant of learning, also, John Jucob Hoffmann,
denies that the word Pontifex had any thing to do with a
Bridge ; as you may sce discussed at consideralle length,
in his ¢ Lexicon Universale,” Leyden, 1648, fol, vol. iii.
p. 836, column 2, where he says, it is compounded of
posse and facere, that is to say, such persons as are able
#o ¢y the thing, or sacrifice : hut as the article is cqually
long, erudite, and curious, I refer you to the original.

* And now we come to speak of Stow's singular
hypothesis, that the River Thames was turned in its
current, during the erection of the first Stone Bridge at
London. He states this in his ¢ Survey,” vol. i. p. 58,
where he also says, that the course of the stremm was
carried through ¢ u trench cast for that purpose; begin-
ning, as it is supposed, East about Rothcrhithe, and
ending in the West ahout DPatricksey, now termed
Battersey.”  Strype, the last, and, perhaps, the best
Editor of our old Metropolitan Historian, on the page
above cited, sccms inclined to support this idea; for
he says,

¢ Tt iy much controverted whether the River Thames was turned,
when the Bndge over it was builtgaud whether the Rivar was
more subject to overtlow its banks anciently than at present ; and
from all that hath been seen and written upon the turning of the
River, it scems very evident to me, that it wras turned while the
Tiridge was building, and that it is yore subject to overflow Ms
bauks now, than it was formerly ; for the channel of the River
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must havo been decper than it is now, or the Pulace of *West-
minster wonld never have been built where the Tall and the rest
of its remaing are now situated. s it to be supposed that any
Prince would have built a I’ulace, where the lomer rooms were
liable to be overflowed at a spring-tide, as we see the Hall has been
several times of late years, and the lawyers brought out owe porters’
buchs?  The 1eason whereof is, that the sands have wised the
channel, and, conscquently, the tides must rise lngher in propor-
tion, than they did formerly; and unless some care is taken to
eleanse the River, the buildings on the same level with the floor of
Westminster-1Jall, will not be habitable much longer, as the sandund
ouse aie still daily increasing, and chokingsup the bad of the River.’

Nicholas [Tawksmoor, also, on p. 8 of his work, which
1 have alrcady quoted, says, that

¢4« Many skilful persons have thought that the River Thames was
not turned, but that the flowing of the tides was then diffeient, and
that the water did not rise so lugh at the Biidge ; for the Thames
might herctofore overflow the mmshes near the sea, and have u
greater spreading ; which bemg now restramed by the bank, called
the wall of the Thames, into narrower limits, and the water which
comes from the seainto the mouth of the Thames during the flood,
not heing reeeived by the marshes, must come up into the country,
and so swell the tide higher at London than it uwally did. The cele-
brated Sir Chyistopher Wren was of opinjon, that when the foundation
of London Bridge was Iaid, the course of the River was nof turned,
but that ¢very pier was set upon piles of wood, which were drove as
far as might be under low-water mark, on which were laid planks of
timber, and upon them the foundation of the stone piers : the heads of
the said piles have been seen at o very low ebb, and may be so still
when some of the chalk or stone is 1cmoved to mend the Sterlings.’

¢ Maitland, and his Ed.tor Entick,are also both opposed
to the idea that the River was turned during the ercetion
of London Bridge, as they evinee on p. 46 of their ¢ His-
tory ;> where they ground their objections to it on the
following arguments. Firstly, it is suppescd that the
vestiges of Knute's Canal—whiclh, as we have seen, took
the same course as Stow supposes the River to have taken,
—might have deceived Lim ; a reason also adopted by
Hawksmoor, in the place I last cited. Sccondly, the
charge of such an immense work is next objected to; as
the cost of the groumd intended for the trench, the em-
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bankment of it, and the damming off the River itself must
have amounted to at least trcble the sum which would
ctherwise have been required to ercet the Bridge. The
total silence of those Historians who mention the con-
structicn of London Bridge, upon the subject of so great
o work as the turning of the River, is next insisted upon :
and, finally, the length of time which the building occu-
pied,—thirty-three years,—is adduced as alone sufficient
to overthrow the whole hypothesis, ¢ For,” adds the
author, ¢ had the people concerned in erecting it, had dry
ground to have built upon, it might have heen finished in
a tenth part of the time, and in a much more durable
manner.” Maitland then proceeds to state, that, in 1730,
he surveyed the Bridge, in company with Mr. Bartholo-
mew Sparruck, the Water-Carpenter of the same; and
that he ohserved in many places,— where the stones were
washed from the sterlings,—the mighty frames of piles
whereon the stone piers or pillars were founded; the
exterior parts of which, consisted of huge piles driven
as closcly together as art could effect. ¢ On the tops
of these,” he continues, ¢ are Inid long planks, or beamns
of timber, of the thickness of ten inches, strongly bolted ;
whereon is placed the base of the stone pier, nine
feet above the bed of the River, and three below the
sterlings ; and on the outside of this wooden foundation,
—and for its preservation,—are drove the piles called the
"sterlings.” He then goes on to obscrve, that Mr. Spar-
ruck informed him, that he and the Bridge-Mason had
frequently taken out of the lowermost layers of stones in
the piers, several of the original stones, which were laid
in pitch instead of mortar; and that from this circum-
stance they imagined, that all the putside stones of the
piers, as high as the sterlings, were originally bedded in
the same material, to” prevent the water from damaging
the work. This labour was, he thinks, continued at every
chh tide, until the picrs were raised ahove high-water
mark ; and hence he argues, that if the Thames had been
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turned, there would not have been any occasion for the
use of pitels, and thut Plaster of Paris was not then in use
in this conutry. These are the principal heads of the
dispute concerning the turning of the River; to which I
only add my own settled conviction, that the course of the
Thames was nol ellered.”

¢ But pray, my worthy friend,” said I, ashe concluded,
“ what other buildings stood upon the Bridge built by
Peter of Colechurch, besides the Chapel of St. Thomas?”

“ That is a point,” replied he, “ upon which Antiqua-
rics are very fur from being decided : for whilst some
assert, with Sir Joseph Ayloffe in his account of the
Bridge attached to Vertue's prints, that, at first, there
were no houses upon it, and that it was only plainly
coped with stone until 1395,—late in the reign of Richard
IL.,—others argue that it was built upon to some extent
two centuries before ; and, indeed, there is proof of this
being the ease in the reign of King Edward 1., as I shall
show you anon. Stow, in his ¢ Survey,” vol. i. p. 22, says
that the Bridge Gate, which wasg erceted at the South-
wark end, wastone of the four first and principal gates of
the City, and stood there long hefore the Conquest, when
there was only a Bridge of timber, heing the seventh and
last-mentioned by Fitz-Stephen. Maitland, at p. 30 of
his first volume, when he comes to speak of the same
ercction, denics not only the truth, but even the probabi-
lity of Stow’s assertions; and, indecd, Stephanides himself
says only at p. 24, ¢ On the West,—that is of London,
—* are two (‘astles well fortified ; and the City wall is
both high and thick with scven double gates, and many
towers on the North side, placed at proper distances.
London once had its walls and towers in like munner on
the South, but that vast River, the Thames, which
ahounds with fish, enjoys the bencfit of tides, and washes
the City on this sndo, hath, in a long tract of time, totnl]y
subverted and carried away the walls in this part.” The
Latin of this passage commiences at ¢ Ab Occidente duo Cas-
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telln munitissima,” &e,  Maitland then goes on to argue,
that Fitz-Stephen could have no regard to a gate on the
South, there heing no wall remaining ; ¢ whereas,’ says
he, ¢ on the contrary, it is manifest that his seven gates
were in the continued wall on the Jand side.”

“1t is probable, however, that, at a very early period
after its ercetion, towers were reared upon London
Bridge, for there was one standing at each end ; but
of these 1 shall speak more largely under future years:
remarking only, that it is by no means nnposalblc for a
Watch-tower and gate to have stood upen the Bridge,
even from its very first erection, secing that it was, as it
were, a new key to the City.  Avsort of Barbican, Mr.
Geoffrey, such as you derive your name from; for you
remember the essential inportance which such buildings
were of, and how Bagford speaks of them in his Letter
to Hearne, which 1 have alieady quoted, p. Ixii. ¢ Here,”
says he, * they kept Cohorts of Souldiers in contmual
service —fu).‘ vour Barbican Tower was of Roman in-
vention,—* to watch in the night ; that if any sudden fire
should happen, they might be in a readlness to cxtin-
guish it, as also to give notice if an enemy were gather-
ing or marching towards the ity to surprise them. In
short, it was a Watch-tower hy day ; and at night, they
]i[,htcd some eombustible material on the top thereof, to
give directions to the weary traveller repairing to thc
City, cither with provision or on some other occasion.”

% But to pass from probabilitics to certainties, let us
now, having got the Bridge fairly built of stone, consider
the many events and changes which iv hath experienced,
from its infancy in the thirteenth Century, to its old
age in the ninctcenth: and so, my excellent auditor,
Here begin the Books of, the Chronicles of London
Eridge.

“T'hat sorrowful exclamation, ¢ No sooncr born than
dead !” may well, at the period at which we are now
arrived, be uttcru.l over this scarcely completed edifice ;



1212.] LONDON BRIDGE. 75

for, in the night of the 10th of July, 1212, within four
years after ity being finished, a dreadful conflagration
took place upon it.  Stow, at p. G0 of his ¢ Survey,’ cites
the Book of Dunmow, William de Packington, and
William of Coventry, as his authorities for that excel-
lent account of it which 1 shall presently repeat to you.
Let me, however, first observe, that Packington was
Secretary and Treasnrer to Edward the Black Prince, in
Gascoigne, about 1380, Yor William of Coventry, 1 con-
ceive that we should read IFelter of Coventry ; because
the former, who wrote about 1360, is celebrated in p. 148
of Bishop Nicolson’s ¢ ITistorieal Libraries) alveady cited,
as the Author of a work *concerning the coming of the
Jarmelites into Eagland.”  Walter, on the contrary, at
p- 61, is mentioned as having compiled three books of
Chronicles, about the year 1217, which yet remain in
Manuseript in Bennet College, Cambridge.  The ¢ Chro-
nicle of Dunmow,” which is the other authovity quoted
by Stow, is now to he found only in a small 4to vol. in
the Harleian Library of Manuseripts, No. 530, art. ii.,
p. 2 a. It edusists of a misecllaneous collection of notes,
in the handwritings of Stow, Camden, and perhaps Sir
Henry Savile ; transeribed upon old, stained, and worn-
out, paper.  The notice of this great fire is very bricf,
and, with the heading of the extracts, runs thus: ¢ Col-
lectanea ex Chronico de PDunmowe.—¢1213. London
was burned and the Brydge also, and many peryshed by
violence of the fyre” Stow’s own account, however, is
the most interesting extant, and is as follows. ¢The
Borough of Southwark,’ says he, upon the South side
of the River of Thames, as also the Church of our Lady
of the Canons there,’—that is to say the Churchof St.
Mary Overies, which changed its name upon being re-
founded, in 1106, for (finons Regular, by William de
Pont de I’ Arche, and William D' Auncy, Norman knights,
—these ¢ being on fire, and an exceeding great multitude
of people passing the Bridge, either to extinguish and



6 CIIRONICLES OF [a.p.

quench it, or clse to gaze and hehold it ; suddenly the
North part, by blowing of the South wind was also sct
on fire; and the people which were even now passing
the Bridge, pereciving the same, would have returned,
but were stopped by the fire: and it came to pass, that
as they stayved or protracted the time, the other end of
the Bridge also, namely, the South end, was fired ; so
that the people, thronging themselves betwern the two
fires, did nothing else but expect present death, Then
there came to aid them many ships and vessels, into
which the multitude so unadvisedly rushed, that the ships
heing thercby drowned, they allperished. It was said,
that through the firc and shipwreck, there were destroyed
above three thousand persons, whose bodics were found
in part or half burned, besides these that were wholly
burned to ashes, and could not be found.’

“Such is Stow's account of this melancholy cvent,
which is best confirmed by the ¢ Annals of Waverley,’
P. 173 ; but they state also, that under this year, ¢1212,
London, about the Bridge, was great part burned, to-
gether with the Priory of Southwark.” Now, if we might
credit the ¢ Historize Angliee’ of that wily, but elegant
Italian, Polydore Vergil, we might be sure, that cven at
this period, London Bridge was built upon : ¢ Ipso illo
anno,’ says he, at p. 276 of his book, setting out, how-
ever, with an crroncous date, ¢ In that same ycar’—
1211,—* all the buildings that were erected upon London
Bridge, were, even upon both sides, destroyed by fire :
the which is csteemed a place of wonder.” Polydore
Vergil, you know, was an Historian of the rcign of King
Henry VIII. so we shall refer to him hereafter ; and his
work, now cited, was written at that Monarch’s request,
s0 late as ahbout the year 1521. It is estcemed chicfly
for its elegant dictiiu ; and the best edition of it is con-
sidered to be that printed at Leyden, in 1651, 8vo;
though the foregoing reference is to the last impression
of the Basil folio, a. p. 1570, °
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¢ There does not appear, however, to have been any
very effectual or speedy order taken for the restoration of
London Bridge ; for in the ¢ Rotuli Clausi,” ar the Close
Rolls, of the 15th Year of King John, 1213, Membrane
the 3rd, is the following entry. ¢ It is commanded to the
Mayor and Sheriffs of London, that the halfpence which
are now taken of forcign Merchants, shall he given to
the work of London Bridge. Witness Mysclf at the
Tower of London, on the 18th day of December, in the
15th year of our reign.’—You will find the Latin of this
printed in the sccond impression of Thomas Hearne's
edition of the ¢ Liber Niger Scacearii,” London, 1771, 8vo,
vol. j. p. ¥471 ; and the original record may be scen in
the Tower of London, written in so small, delicate, and
abbreviated a character, that it hardly makes two lines
on the narrow parchment roll.  And now that we are
speaking of the repairs of London Bridge, I should ob-
scerve, that they are closely connected with the history o,
the Bridge-ITouse and Yard in Tooley Street, South-
wark ; since Stow tells you in his ¢ Survey,” vol. ii. p. 24,
that they were so called and appointed, as being ¢ a store-
house for stone, timber, or whatsoever pertaineth to the
buildings or repairing of London Bridge.” Ile adds teo,
that this House ¢ seemeth to have tuken beginning with
the first foundation of the Brildge cither of stone or
timber ;” and that it is ‘a large plot of ground on the
hank of the River Thawes, containing divers large
buildings for the stowage * of materials for the repairs of
London Bridge. Of events which particularly concern
this place, I shall, however, speak more fully in their
proper order of time. .

“In the ycar 1235, you will recollect that Isabel,
third daughter of King John, by his third Queen, 1sa-
bella of Angouléme, was sent with great splendoar into
Germany, to marry the Emperor Frederick 11, She was
attended by Williain Brewer, Bishop of Ixeter, and a
Privy Councillor to Kirg Heunry II1., and also by the
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Archbishop of Cologne, the Imperial proxy, who had
pronounced her Empress.  Upon this occasion, according
to the customs of the ancient Norman Law and the
Foeudal System, the King received an aid to furnish her
dowry, of two marks out of every Knight's I'ee ;—that
is to say, as it is usnally accepted, 14 Gs. 8d. from every
person who possessed an estate of 20/, per annum, which
was granted hy the Common Council of the kingdom.
This rather unconimon aid, you find certified in Thomas
Madox’s ¢ Ilistory and Antiguitics of the Exchequer of
the Kings of England,” London, 1711, fol., p. 412; and
in the voluminous collections of that eminent Antiquary,
now preserved witle Sir Hans Sloane’s Manuservipts in
the British Muscum. No. 4563, p. 181 b, is the following
very curious document, which connects this circumstance
with the history of London Bridge. ¢ To be remembered
concerning the payments of Purprestures’— fines for
enclosing and damaging of Land—*and of Escheats’— :
accidental returns of estates to their principal owners,—
¢ It is commanded to the Sheriffs, that they get all the
arrears of all the ahove rents, and the issues of all Par-
prostures and Lscheats; excepting the rents of London
Bridye, and the remainder of the amerciaments belong-
ing to the Cirenit of W. of York,—most probably Walter
Grey, then Archbishop of York, and Lord Chancellor,—
“as well in the County of Middlesex as at the Twwer, and
all the deficiencies (of the aid) for marying the King's
sistc r. and for the passing over this sca into Gascony.” In
the Exchequer Rolls of the 32nd of Henry IT1., A. p.
1247, 12 a. ’

“ Towards the latter end of the year 1248, King
Henry vainly endeavoured to colleet from his Barons, a
sum sufficicnt to enable him to recover cerrain provinces
in Frauce ; upon which, he-offered a portion of his plate
and jewels for sale to the Citizens of London, by whom
they were hought.  The King, displeased at finding they
readily procured money for such a purpose, and yet
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pleaded poverty whenever he solicited a supply, resolved
upon retaliation ; and, ta that end, kept his Christmas in
the City, forced the inhabitants to present him with
divers costly New Year's gifts, and established a Market
at Westminster, to last for fifteen days, beginning on the
J3th ef October, during which time all other fuirs were
suspended, and, in London itself, all commerce was pro-
hibited. 1 think too, that we may trace the effects of
Henry’s anger yet further ; for, in the Patent Roll of the
34th year of his reign, 1249, Membrane the 5th, is the
following writ.
¢ ¢ Of taking the City of Lonlon into the hands of our Lord
the King. The King, &e. to his tuthtul W, de Haverhull, his
Treasurer ; Peter Blund, Constable of the Tower of London 3 and
Ernald Gepandin, his Chamberlain : Gieeting. We connmand that
without delay, you tuke into your hands our City of Loudon, with
the County of Middlese, and London Biidge in like manner: so
hat the issues of the sane be answered for to us at onr Exchequer
Rt our pleasure.  And all the afwresnd shall be in safe eustody,
‘until the rcceipt of another mundate from us,  In testimony of
which thing, «t cetaia.  Witness the King at Merton, ou the 20th
day of May.’

¢ The original of this is of course in the Tower.

«¢ i the same National depository of invaluable 1ccordq
Mr. Geoffrey, there is, in the Patent Rolls of the 37th of
ll(.ur_) 1H.—1 "').’,—-—\lembmm- the 4th, an entry entitled

¢ A Protection for the Bre thren of Lm\don Bud'vc, cun-
cerning the charitable gifts collected for the reparation of
the said Bridge.” This, like the foregoing instrument,
has not, as 1 can remember, ever been printed ; and,
translated into English, it is as follows.

¢ The King to the Archbishops, &c. Grecting.  Know ye that
wo engage for the protection and defence of our Brethren of Lone
don Bridge, and thew wven, lands, goods, rents, and all their
posseesions,  Aund therefore weycomnmand, that they, the Brethren,
and their men, landa, goods, rents, awd all possessions, in their
Jhands, yo should hold protected and defended.  Nor shall any
bring upon them, or permit to be brought upon them, any injury,
molestation, dumagc, or giicvance, And if it bo that any thing
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hath been forfeited by them, amendment shall be made \vil.h-§5

out delay. And we also desite of you, that ahen the aforesaid

Brethren, or their Messengers, shull come (o you for your alms’

for theit support, or for that of the aforesaid DBridge, ye shall
*courtcously receive them, and cause them to be so received in all-

vour Chuiches, Towns, and Courts ; aud that ye will bestow upon
them of your goods accarding to your chaity and the sightof our,
precept, the alms which they desire,  So that in reward thereof yo
may be worthy of all the blessings of merey, and our special

thauks shull be due unto you. Tu testimouy of which thing, &e.

Witness the King at Portsmouth, the fiftecuth day of July.’

¢ Really,” said 1 to Mr. Postern, s he coneluded the
last Charter, ¢ your memory, Mr. Barnaby, is little less
thau miraculous !  Why, it must be like a chain cable,
to hold together the contents of all these musty Patent

Rolls, with their endless repetitions.  Twmyself am called

by my intimatces, * 3enory Barbican,” and 1 can recollect

events and stories indifferently well 3 but yow ! yvou re-
mind me of the Wandering Jew, who has lived cighteen;
hundred years, and never forgot any thing in his life!” %

“ AL ! my good Sir,” answered the Histosian of London

Bridge, * if my memory were equal to your praise of i’

it were, indecd, worth hoasting of ; but jn my bm‘}

narrative I can show you but here and there sl

fact, whilst to the greater part of the story, we m'c'of:;o‘g;;"‘
to say with AMaster Shallow, “ Barren ! barven ! Beggtirs
all! beggars all!"”

L Take a draught out of the fraement of Mastex Shal--
low’s fat friend here,” returned I, pointing to the Sack
Tankard, © and sct out afresh, my old kinsman ; but pray
Iet us have the spur on the other leg now, and give us a
little History to lighten our Law ; with which request,
—Herc’s my service to you!” Mr. Postern howed as
I drank, and, after having followed my example, thus
uontinue(l,,_ y oy

“ Ypu reudst. doubtjess remember, my good Sir, shat
during those unhapgiy Baronial wars which lasted naprly
the whole of the #&baded reign of Henry I11., it wast
supposed that Queen Bleanor of Provence opposcd the

4
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Sovereign’s agreeing to the Barons’ demands ; aml that in
revenge for this, how very uncivilly the Cltlzcns treated
her at London Bridge. Matthew of Westminster tells the
story under the year 1263, in his ¢ Flores Historiarum.’
London, 1570, fol. Part ii. p. 315; and he, as you will
recollect, was a Benedictine Monk of Westminster, who
flourished, as Bishop Nicholson supposes in his ¢ His-
torical Libraries,” p. 66, about the year 1307, when his
history ends.  The cvent to which I allude was, that as
the Qucen was going by water to Windsor, just as her
barge was preparing to shoot the Bridge, the populace
intercepted her progress, attacked her with vehement
exclamations and reproaches, and endeavoured to sink
her vessel, and deprive her of life by casting heavy stones
and mud into her boat. Upon this, she was compelled
to return to the Tower, where the King had garrisoned
himsclf, as the City had declared for the Bagons, whence
she was removed to the Bishop of London’s Palace, at St.
Paul’s. Tt was in the latter end of the same year, that
#mon de Montfort, the sturdy Earl of Leicester, and the
Bdronial leader, tharched his forces through the County
of Swrey towar ds London, in the hope that his friends,
Fitz-Richard, then Lord Mayor, Thomas de
“r'ynlesdon, Matthew Bukerel, and Michael Tony, with
whom was connected an immense multitude of the com-
meon tabble, would open the Bridge Gates to him. When
the King, howc¥er, hecame acquainted with the Earl's
design, he left the Tow cr, and encamped with his troops
about Southwark, to oppose his passage. As the Earl of
Leicester relied more upon the assistance of the Citizens,
than -on the valour of his own soldiers, he vigorously
attacked the King’s troops, expecting that the Londoners
would favour his entrance. Henry, howegver, had still
seveml adherents in the City ; apd, indeed, Thomas
Vikes, in his ¢ Chronicon,’ p. 58,8 gt is prmted in vol,

ii. of Gale’s ¢ Scmptorcs, already:xited; tcls us that the
Baronial party in Londor was nomposed of the meanest
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and most worthless, whom the wisest and eldest endeas
voured to control. During the fight, therefore, some of
the Royalists, and especially one John Gisors, a Norman,
péreeiving that the C'ity was in motion to assist De Mont-
fort, locked up the Bridge Gates, and threw the keys
into the Thames. So prompt an: action had nearly
proved fatal to the Earl of Leicester, who had approached
the Bridge with only a few soldiers, Test his designs should
be discovered ; but at length the Gates were broken open,
the Citizens rushed out in multitudes fo his rescue;
King Henry was obliged to retreat, and De Montfort
entered the City. By this event we are informed that
there certainly did exist a Bridge Gate in the year 1264 ;
and the historians by whom the fact is related, are
Matthew of Westminster, whose ¢ Flowers of istories’
I have already quoted, of which book sce p, 317 ; and
the ¢ Chronjgon’ of Thomas Wikes, a Canon Regular
of Osney, near Oxford, which concludes with the year
1304. .

¢ It would scem almost certain that, at this period, the
kecping of London Bridge, with all it®®emcluments, was
in the possession ¢y the Brethren of St. 'Thomas of the
Bridge ; and the 1.ea is somewhat supported by
Protection to which I referred you but a short time
since. There is, however, in the Patent Rolls preserved
in the Tower of London, of the 50th of Henry HT.—
1265,—Membrane the 48d, the following instrument.

¢ ¢Far the Hospital of St, Catherine, concerning the Custody
of T.ondon Bridge, with all the rents thereof for the spuce of five
Fears.
! ¢ ¢ The King to the Brethren and Chaplains ministering in the
Chapel of St. Thomas upon London Bridge, the other inhabitants
upon the same Bridgo ; and to all otheis to whom these Jetters
shall come, Greeting: Know ye, that we commit unto the Master
and Breghren of tle Hoopital of St..Cathering near to our Tower
of London, the Custody of he aforessid Bridge with all its appur-
tenances, ns well the pénts and tcnemecuts thereof, as of others

whith- g to the aforessid Bridge, within and without the City :
101’458 to hold by the said Master and Brethren for the space
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of five yeurs. Yot 8o that out of the aforcsaid rents, tenements,
and other goods of the afuresaid Bridge, the repnir and support of
the Bridge is to be looked for, and to be done, from henceforth
from that place as it shall be able, and as it hath been accustomed.
And thercfore we commaud you, that to the said Master and
Brethiren, as well as to the keepers of the aforesnid Bridge, all
things belonging to that custedy be applied, permitted, and puid,
until the term aforesaid. Witness the King at Westminster, on the
sixteenth day of November.”

¢ The Latin of this writ you find printed in Ilearnc’s
¢ Liber Niger, which I have hefore quoted, vol. i. p. *471;
and it affords us certain proof of the early existence of
dwellings on London Bridge.

¢ I will but remark in passing onwards, that Madox,
in his ¢ History of the Exchequer,” alrcady cited, p. 534,
quotes a Roll to show that in the 52d year of King
Henry 111.—1267,—Walter Iarvey, and William de
‘Durham, Bailiffeof the City of London, accounted to the
*Crown for the sum of £7. 0s. 2)d., being the amount of
the Custom of Fish brought to London Bridge Street, and
‘other Customs also taken there. The term for which the
Hospital of §t. Catherine was to enjoy the custody of
London Bridge, wanted, however, more than a whole
twetvemonth of its completion, when a new Patent was
issued by Henry 111 in 1269, the 54th year of his reign,
granting it to his Queen Eleanor of Provence. It is enti-
tled, ¢ 'The King gives to Elcanor, Queen of England, the
custody of London Bridge, with the liberties;’ and you
will find it the third article on the 4th Membrane, in the
Patent Roll for the above year : the Latin is printed by
Hearne in the place which I last cited, p. *472, and the
writ in English is as follows.
¢ ¢ The King to all, ct ceetera, grooting. Sceing that sowme timo
since wo would have granted to our must dear Consért Eleauor,
Queen of England, tlie Custody of our Bridge at London, with the
libertics and all other things belonging to that Bridge, to have for
a certain term : We, thercfore, do grant to the same Quceen, out
of our abundant grace and will, the custody of the Bridge aforcsaid,
“with the libertics and all other thipgs belonging to that*Bridge, to

a2 .
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be considered from the feast of All Saints,’—1st of Novemher—
¢ about to arrive ; and from the same Feast of All Suints until the
full cnd of the six ycars next approaching, and following. In testi.
mony of which thing, et cetera, Witness the King, at Woodstock,
on the 10th day of Scptember.” ’?

“ And pray, Mr. Barnaby Postern,” said I, in a drowsy
kind of voice, for 1 was almost tived at sitting so long
silent, “ did the Queen enjoy the whole of her term, or
was the custody of London Bridge again otherwise dis-
posed of 2"

“ You bring me, worthy Mr. Geuffrey,” answered he,
% by your very scasonable question, to speak of a matter
in which the Citizens of London obtained a great triumph
on behalf of their Bridge. 1t is somewhat singular, that
Stow, at p. 60 of his * Survey,’ vol. i. has very hastily,
and, in my poor mind, very imperfectly, related this
matter ; whilst Maitland, on p. 48 of hisé History,” vol. i.
has told it still less circumstantially. T shall therefore,
my good friend, take the freedom to put the’procecdings
between the Queen and the Citizens in somewhat more
particular a form, illustrating them by the, very records
from whence we derive our infornation ; for to these, let
me say, that neither of the authors whom 1 have men-
tioned give you any reference. Previously to commencing,
however, I must entreat you to bear with me, Mr. Bar-
bican, if my proofs cited from the ancient Rolls of the
Kingdom be dull and formal ; and to remember that they
are often the only fragmenta we possess of past events.
Tracing of local history is like endeavouring to follow
the coursc of a dried-up river : a rude channel here and
there presents itsclf; some mouldcung' ruin, ouce the
abutment of an anclent Bridge, or—"

* Mr. Pestern,” said 1, taking up the Tankard, and
interrupting him, * once more; here’s your health, and I
wish you safe out of your wilderness : kecp to one thing
at & time, man, leave your dried-up river, and ¢ turn again
Barnaby,’ to the dispute between Qucen Eleanor of
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Provence, and the Citizens of London, concerning yonder
Bridge.”

“In good time,” continued my visitor, * you have
brought me back again. And now, I would first request
you to remember, that King Henry IT1. died at London
on the 16th of November, 1272 ; Prince Edward his son
then heing in the Crusade in Palestine; whence, however,
he returned to England in July, or August, 1274. Now,
almost the whole of the reign of Henry 111. had been
disturbed by the truculent Barons contending with him
for the final scttlement of Magna Charta; and these
Civil Wars had very naturally produced numerous
abuses with respect to the Estates of England, such as
the Nobility assuming almest regal rights, imposing
heavy tolls, and the officers of the Crown using divers
exactions under colour of the law. Such was the state
of English affairs at the return of King Edward 1., and
it was one of the first acts of his reign—as the ¢ Annals
of Waverley® tell us on p. 285,—to inquire into the
state of the revenues, privileges, and lands of the Crown;
as well as toeexamine into the conduet of the sheriffs and
officers, who had at once defranded the Sovcreign and
oppressed his subjects, For this purpose, as the next
circuit of the Justices Itincrant was not expeeted for six
years then to come,—as they gencrally travelled it but
once in seven,—the King issued hig Letters Patent under
the Great Seal, dated from the Tower of London, on the
11th of October, 1274, appointing Commissioners for
each County in England, to make this important inqui-
sition. They were instructed to summon Juries to
inquire on oath the answers to thirty-five Articles,
examining into the King's rights, royalties, and preroga-
tives, and into the extent of all frauds and abusecs; the
most full and ample instructions being given them for
their conduct. The returns and answers to these inqui-
ries constitute that interesting body of Records denomi-
nated the ¢ Hundred Rells,’ which are preserved in the
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Wakefield Tower, in the Tower of London: though, before
we make any references to these, let me remark, that you
will find their history, nature, and extent, fully described
in the ¢ Reports from the Sclect Committee nppointed
to inquire into the State of the Public Records,” ]801,
fol. p. 54, 57—62 ; and ¢ Rotuli llundndoruxn empore
Henrici 111. et Edwar«h I. in Turri Londiucnsi, et in
Curia receptee Scaccarii Westmonasteriensi, asservati.’
London, 1812—18, 2 vols. fol. The original Patent
Commissions, and Articles of Enquiry, are also still pre-
served in the Patent Rolls in the Tower, of the 2nd of
Edward I., Membrane the 6th: by which we are in-
formed, that Bartholomew de Brysunton, and James
de Samt Victoire, were appointed Inquisitors for the
Countics of Kent, Surrey, Sussex, and \hddlcsev, and
for the City of London and that their enquiries for the
latter placc commenced in the 3d year of King Edward 1.,
1274-75. On the first Membrane of the Roll for Lon-
don it is stated, that twelve Jurors of Businghall, or, as it
is often called, Bassishaw Ward, gave the following evi-
dence concerning London Bridge, for the oviginal Latin
of which sce the ¢ Rotuli Hundredorum, which I have
already quoted, vol. i. p. 403, col. 1.

% ¢ When they enquired concerning the Rents of the
Citizens and Burgcsses, &c.—They said that the custody
of London Bridge, which is wont to belong only to the
City, is alicnated by the Lady Qucen, Mother of Edward
our King ; and the Keepers of the said Bridge appointed
by the same Lady Queen, expend but little in the
amending and sustaining of the said Bridge. Whence
danger may easily arise, very much to the damage of the
King and of the City.” This is the second Inquisition
quoted by Stow, on p. 60. On the third Membrane of this
same Roll, containing the inquésition made in the Ward
of William de Hadestok, or Tower Ward, the Jurors
said that ¢ the Lady Queen Eleanor, Mother of our Lord
the King, is now possessed of the Bridge of London, who
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keeps it badly, and that it was belonging to the City of
London ;" and also that the custody had been alicnated
“ from the Battle of Evesham,” August 4, 1265, as 1 have
alrcady shown you, until the time of the Inquisition.
Sce p. 405, col. 1, of the ¢ Iundred Rolls’ before cited.
“ The Jurors of the Ward of Fori, or Fore-street, p.
406, col. 2 of the sane buok, and Membrane 4 of the ori-
ginal Roll, ¢said that London Bridge had been for a long
time in the hands of the City and Citizens of London,
and that such had been always accustomed, by gencral
consent, to he made keepers of the common Bridge of our
Lord the King, and of his City, and of all passers’ over
it ; and now,’ they continued, ¢ the aforesaid Bridge is in
the hands of the Lady the Qucen, and they know not by
what warrant. They said, also, that the same Bridge is
greatly and perilously decayed through defect of keeping,
which is to the great peril of our Lord the King and his
City, and all passing overit” The evidence of the Jurors
of the Ward of Walter le Poter, was to the same cffect :
and you will find it on Membrane 5 of the Roll, and on
page 408, cal. 2, of the printed copy. A similar reply
was also returned from the Ward of Peter Aunger, see
Membrane 6, and p. 410,¢0l. 1; from Coleman Street
Ward, Membane 7, p. 412, col. 1; and from the Ward
of Johu de Blakcthorne, Membrane 9, p. 414, col. 2;
where, however, it is added, that ¢ the Bridge of London,
which was formerly in the custody of the whole com-
monalty to be repaired and re-editied, is now under that
of Brother. Stephen de Foleborn for the Queen Mother.’
“ The verdict of the twelve Jurors of the Ward of
John 1lorn, also testifics the Queen’s possession of Lon-
don Bridge, see Membrane 11, and p. 416, col. 2; but
from Quecenhithe Ward, or that of Simon de Hadestok,
Mcmbrane 13, and p. 419, col. 1, we learn that the
Jurors ¢ said that the Lord King Henry took the Bridge
of London into his own hands, presently after the Battle
of Evesham, and delivered it into the hands of the Lady
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+ the Queen, Mother of the Lord éhe King, who hath it
now ; and that, to the great detriment of the Bridge and
the prejudice of all.the people, it'is also-now nearly in
a falling state, througlr defect of .support.’ ~ On Mem-
brane 14, and p. 420, col. 1, the Jurors of the Ward. of
John de Northampton,—which is, by the way, the first
Inguisition, so vagucly referred to by Stow, at p, 60 of
his ¢ Survey.'—depose to the same effect ; as do those of
the Ward of Thomas de Basing, Membrane 15, and p. 421,
col. 1; the latter adding only, that when the Bridge was
held by the City, it was delivered to two honest Citizens
to keep, saying the rents of their custody. The only in-
formation we gain from the Jurors of the Ward of Dow-
gate, Membrane 16, and p. 422, col. 2, 'is, that Brother
Stephen, Bishop of Waterford, was custodicr for Queen
Eleanor, whilst their evideuce ‘on the Bridge dilapida-
tions is quite as full as that of the other 3Vards.

¢ Such were the chicf answers to the inquisitions con-
cerning London Bridge. in the reign of King Edward 1. ;
1 say the chicf, for there are yet several others, which,
for the most part, are but abridged repetitions of those
already recited. Indeed, they are recorded upon a dif-
ferent Roll, which is kept in the Chapter House, at West-~
Minster ; and you may sce their contents in the printed
ocopics of the ¢ Hundred Rolls,’ to which I have so often
referred you, vol. i. p. 425—432.”

“ Well, Mr. Postern,” said 1, when my narrator came
to this breathing-place, “ and how did King Edward and
his Commissioncrs nct upon this evidence against Queen
Eleanor of Provence? Were they not of the mind of Dog-
berry as it regarded the answers of the Citizens; ¢’Fore
God! thuy are both in a talc,” secing that nearly all of
them swore alike 3"

I cannot, now,” ruswered Mr. Postern, ¢ call to mind
any historical proof that the custody of London Bridge
was immediatcly restored to the Mayor and Citizens,
though Maitlund states, at p. 43 of his ¢ History,” but
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without quoting Bty anthority, that thé Citizens did not -
coase to prosécute ‘their spit by Quo Warranto, until
they had regained their ancient rights and privileges.
Now, the fact is, it is by no meas certain that there was
any.such suit ever commenced as it concerned the Bridge ;
for the inquisition was first commapded by the King, and
the Citizens had only to answer concerning the ancient
possession and present state of their property, part of
which they stated had been alicnated by the King to the
Queen Mother; adding, also, ¢ et nescinut quo Warranto,’
they knew not by wha%cmmt, orright. This, probably,
was the phrase which led Maitland astray ; added to which,
he cites at p. 104 the Quo Wurrante Bag of the 3d )”'ear
of Edward 1. No. 4, in the Exchequer, containing the
complaints of the Citizens concerning levies unjustly made.

¢ Tt was, however, not the ('ity of London only that
presented and complained of alterations in the Bridge
customs ; for in Messrs. Manning and Bray’s ¢ History
and Antiquities of Surrey,” London, 1804—14, fol. vol. iii.
p. 548, there is the following entry. ¢ At an Assize at
Guildford, in Surrey, in the Octave of St. Michael,’—
that is to say, within the eight duys succeeding the
20th of September,—¢in the 7th of Edward 1. 1278-
79, betore John de Reygate and other Justices Ttine-
rant, there came twelve for the Burgesses of South-
wark. They present that a certain part of London
Bridge, about the great gate of the Bridge, with the
louses and buildings standing on that part, used to be-
long to the Burgh of the King, of Southwark, where the
King used to have of rents of Assize,—namely, fixed
rents, which could never be increased,—¢ yearly 11s. 4d. ;
and of the customs of things there sold, 16s. and one
halfpenny, till fourtcen yecars ago, in the time of King
Henry 111, when the Mayor and City of London appro-
priated it to the City : the King to be consulted. Also
they present that the Kecper of London Bridge holds a
messuage which formerly belonged to Reginald de Cole-
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mille, who then held the same in Chief,’ immediatcly from
the King, ¢ by the rent of one penny farthing ; and that
Milo le Muarischall holds in Chief of the King two mes-
suages which were formerly the property of Godefride
de Marberer and Henry le Maveschall, and pays ycarly
two pence halfpenny.’  The ¢ Assize Pleadings,” or Rolls,
containing these particulars, were written in consequence
of inyuisitions into the damages and alienations of the
King's property, during the reign of King Ienry I1I,, a5
1 have already remarked with regard to the Hundred
Rolls : the original pleadings arggreserved in the Tower
of London, and in the Court of the Reeeipt of the Ex-
chequer, in the Chapter House at Westminster,  Such
were the ancient rents of the houses on Loundon Bridge ;
to which I may add, that a Fruiterer's Shop, two yards
and a half and one thumb in length, and three yards and
two thumbs in depth, was let on o lease from the Bridge-
master, at a rental of twelve pence.

“ We well know, Mr. Barbican, that in the olden
time, Bridges were applied to many purposes which now
scem altogether foreign to such edifices.  The celebrated
Du Cange, you will recollect, in his ¢ Glossarium ad
Seriptores Medite et Infime Latinitatis,” Paris, 17:33—30,
fol. vol. ii. p. 67, tells us, that Philip the Lair, King of
France, ordained in 1304, that the public Exchange, or
Bankers' Moncey Table for Paris, should he held upon
the Great Bridge there, between the Chureh of 8t. Leu-
fred aud the Great Arch, as it was anciently aceustomed
to be. You may remember, also, that Bridges were once
considered as Funeral Monumecnts, for Olaus Wormius,
in his ¢ Monumentum Danicoram,” Hafnia, 1643, fol.
p. 523, when speaking of the Island of Focsoe, observes,
that there was erected a Bridge at the costs of two or
three persons, as well to preserve their own names to
posterity, as to commemorate that of Jotheimnt who
converted them to Christinnity. Il adds also, that the
word Bru, which is unquestionghly the most ancient ety-
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mon of the term Bridge, significs that coronal of stonc
wi“x which the large burial-places, or tumuli, in ficlds,
were encircled. With what great propriety, then, did
the blessed Peter of Colechurch confide his fame to, and
rest his most excellent bones in, London Bridge !
¢ Such, then, being the purposes to which Bridges
were once appropriated, we arc not to wonder that a Mar-
ket formerly existed upon that of London ; although the
circumstance is marked only by the order for its removal,
which we find mentioned hy Maitland in his ¢ History,’
vol. i. p. 104, in the following terms. ¢ In the fifth year
of this King’s reign, —that is to say, Edward 1. 1276,—
¢ it was orduined, that there should not be kept a Market
on London Bridge, nor in any other place, except those
appointed for that purpose : also that no person should
zo out of the City to Southwark to huy cattle, or any
wares which might be hought in the City, under the
penalty of the forfeiture of the thing hought. This is
the first Ordinance of the Common Council we find onre -
cord, concerning the regulation and appointment of Mar="
kets in this Gity.  ‘The margin of Maitland’s work states
that he derived this information from the book entitled
¢ Liber Albus,” preserved in the Record Chamber of the
lity of London, fol. 130 a.  Now this same White Book,
which 1 imagine to have been so called from its having
once had a cover of crean.-coloured calf, was a most
curious and claborate work, compiled, as it is supposed,
Dy Strype, by one J. Carpenter, who was Town Clerk in
the reign of Henry V., and a great bencfactor to the City.
It is dated November ith, 1419, in the Mayoralty of
Master Richard Whyttington, and the 7th year of the
reign of Henry V., and ¢ it contains laudable customs not
written, wont to he observed in the ('ity, and other not-
able things worthy of remermbrance here and there scat-
teringly, not in any order written.” Some of these memo-
randa, as the Latin Prologue to the volume sets forth,
are short indexes to the contents of other City Books
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Rolls, and Charters, which are cited by their names, or
marks ; and in the 4th Book, fol. 70 a, there is a rgfer-
ence to another record marked A, p. cxxx., concerning
the market on London Bridge, which was probably the
occasion of Maitland’s marginal note, as the ¢ Liber Albus
Transcriptumn,’ itself, has not in any part of it a page
numbered 130.  The volume, them, in which this very
ancient order of the Common Council is really contained,
is a small folio of a moderate thickness, cased in boards,
covered with white leather, having a coating of rough
calf over it. The outside is garnished with hosses and
clasps, now black with age ; and in the centre, a metal
border holds down a picee of parchment, on which is
written in Latin the title of the volume, in a clear black
letter, guarded by a plate of homn ; informing us ‘that it
was begun in the 4th year of the reign of Edward 1. 1275,
and finished in his 22d year, 1203, The leaves are of
parchment. with the contents written in a small Court-
hand in Latin; and on fol. 180 a, is this entry. ¢ Also
that no Market place shall be kept upon London Bridge,
nor in any other place excepting the .zppomtcd stations.”

On the preceding folio, namely, 129 b, there is also this
farther order conccming the Bridge: ¢ Item, that no
regraters,—that is to say, those who both hought and
sold in the same market or fair,—¢ shall come frum helow
London Bridge, for the buying and prcparing of bread in
the City ; because the Bukers of Southwark are not per-
mitted by the statutes of our City, to come from without
the City.” Before I quit these venerable records of Lon-
don, I miist observe to you that they contain an almost
infinite number of very curious memoratda concorning
London Bridge, which would oc(,up) no trivial time,
cither to collect or relate; since in the same © Liber
Albus’ are numerour rcfcrcucm to such particilars; see
‘for a taste now,’ as Touchstone saith, the articles en-
titled ¢ Of the Customs of the Bridge, Pt. I. fol. xii. a ;'
—* of the Fees,'—of Fish,—¢of the Bridge Bailiff, fol.
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xii. b ;¢ concerning the kecping, rent, and course of the
water under the wall,— Wall-brook ;—* of the cleansing
of Fleet-ditch, and of the Bridge of London, and the roads
about London,” book iv. p. 16 a; ¢ That the Quays and
house of St. Botolph be built and repaired by the keepers
of the Bridge, vol. E., fol. exxv.; and ‘Writ for the
keepers of the Bridge against the parson of Wolchurchaw,
concerning the stalls on the same.  Vol. (. fol. clviii.’
Such are a few of the very many historical notices relat-
ing to London Bridge, preserved in the Civie Records;
¢ Books,” says Strype, in the interesting Preface to his
first edition of Stow’s Survey, Loudon, 1720, never after-
wards reprinted,—¢ Books, that contain such a treasure,
ag, notwithstanding what Mr. Stow, as well as others,
have extracted thenee, and published, many other things
in vast variety still remaiu there unprinted,” and, we may
almost add, unknown. .Alas! my good Sir, can we won-
der at the paucity of historical nirrative, when we reflect
how often its very sources are undiscovered ¢ Too many
of our topographers, ¢ content to dwell in decencies for
ever ! flatter ,each other, and copy each other’s crrors ;
but how seldom dv we sce one, who, diving deep into the
broad stream of Anthunu.m lore, bnngs up ?

“ Mr. Postern,” said I, with some warmth, ¢ this is
actually intolcmbk-; there is really nothing but what
serves you for a Jack o'limthorn to go astray by.
Whether it be a book, or a bit of musty morality, which
has nothing at all to do with the matter, away go vou
over hedges and ditehes, and through a thousand thickets
and sloughs, rather than keep the straight road; and
dragging me along with you, over the boots in mire. I
think, on the whole, indecd, that my estate is gracious
that you have not «/ the Bridge Records at command,
for then should 7 be overwhelmed, and you be ten times
more wearisome. Come back then, my good Sir; do
pray come back again, and finish the rcign of Edward 1.,
43 it was connected with ¢he history of London Bridge.”
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¢ T own,” answered Mr. Postern, in his usual undis-
turbed manner, ¢ that your patience is somewhat tried
by these details; but ever remember, Mr. Barbican, 1
pray vou, that our ancient Charters, with all their
barbarismx and tautology, our old Latin Chronicles, with
all their monkish fables and rudeness, our brief Patent
Rolls, with all their dryness and seeming want of interest,
—cver remember that these are the sure foundations on
which all History is built.  Simple truth was, in general,
the ouly aim of the first Chroniclers, to which later ages
have added grace of style, vividness of deseription, and
intercst of narrative, to adorn their antique fidelity and
plainness,

¢ But to procced.—We are not made acquainted, Sir,
with any particulars of the repairs which followed these
inquisitions concerning London Bridge; but in the 9th
vear of King Edward 1.-—1280,—there was the following
Patens issued for its support: the original of which is
preserved with the other Patent Rolls in the Wakeficld
Tower, in the Tower of London, 9th Edward 1. Mem-
brane 25—27; a copy of the Latin is printed in Iearne’s
¢ Liber Niger,” which I have alrcady quoted, vol. i. p.
*472; and English translations are to be found in Stow’s
¢ Survey,’ vol. i. p. 59; and Maitland’s ¢ History,’ vol. i,
p- 47.  The words of the Patent were these,

¢4« Concerning the Relief and Reparation of the Bridge of London.

¢ ¢ The King to all his Buhfls, and his taithful subjects, to
whom, &c.,—these presents shall come,—CGreeting, It hath been
lately represented unto us, and it grieves us to see, that the Bridge
of London is in so 1ninous a condino. 1 to the repair of which nuless
some speedy remedy be put, not or'y the sudden fall of the Bridge,
but also the destruction of mnumerable people dwelling upon it
may suddenly be feared.’—1 pray yon to take notico of this ex-
pression, my goud Sir, because it is undeniable proof of the very
early occupation 8F the platform of, London Bridge by residences.
—¢ Aud that the work,’ continues the Patent, ¢ which may now be
helped by sume before it fall, may for want of a supply, come to
the expense of a damage not to be repaired : 'Whevefore we, who
are bound to take care of, and, by ak! gentlc means to provide for
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both the public and private good, and with affection specially to
embrace those whomwe perceive to be in want of our assistanee, and
to receive them under onr Royal protection; We command and
require you, that when the heepers of the said costly work of the
Bridge aforesd, or thar messengers who are under our especial
protection aud license, shall come to you to collect cverywhere
thruuglmnt out said 1ealm wids for the said work from pious devo-
tion, you doadmit them fuiendly through the eontemplation of God,
in respeet of Charity, and for evidence of devotion in this lwh:llf:
not hiinging ou them, nor pernnttime to ve Grought upon them,
injuivs, molestations, damege, impediment, ot grievanee @ and if
any damage be done them, that ye mzhe them amonds without
delay.  And when ye shall be vegnired by the atoresaid keepers, or
their messengers, to help i the reparation of the atoresaid Biidge,
ve will cheertully contnbute somewhat of yvour goods thereto,
according to your abilities,  And let cach of you cndeavour to
outrun the other in such memorable works of Chanty, for whirh
ye must have merit with God, and shall gain thanks of us.  In
testimony of which thinz, Witness the King, at Walkingham, on
the eghth day of January.

“4And it ds alse commanded to the Airchbichops, Bichops,
Abbots, Priors, Rectors, and to all other Mimisters ot the Holy
Mothet Chweh, to whom these presents shall come, that when
they, the heepers of the costly work of the Budee aforesaid, o1
their meseengers, who are under our especial protection and license,
shall come to yop to gather supplies for the said work. everswhere
throughout your Dioceses, Rectories, or other jmisdictions what-
soever, fiom the pious and devout, you do aduut them from the
contemplation of God, the regard of Charity, and fo1 evidence of
devotion 1 this matter.  Admntting them to excite the people by
thew pions persuasious, and chaitably to invoke the assistanco of
their alms for the repar of the B adge aforesaid,  Not bringing upon
thiem,” and so forth to the end, as betore.

¢ ¢ And, because,” says Stow, when he has finished this
instrunent, © beeause these voluntary alms and charitable
benevolenees were not like to bring in the whele charge
of the business, therefore the next year, viz. the 10th of
Edward 1., Anno 1281, fhie same King issued out other
Letters Patent for taking Customs of all commodities
for the same in London, and that for a certain term of
years.” These granis are also in the Tower, and the
first occurs in the Patent Roll of the 10th of Edward I.
Membrane the 18th ; fore you must remember that the
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earlicst articles are the highest in number on the Roll,
which counts from hottom to top, though the piinted
"Calendar, or Index, reverses this order. 'The Latin
text of King Edward’s Patent is in Hearne, as, before,’
P- *474, and the translation of it is as fullpws.

¢ ¢ Concerning the Reparation of London Bridge. .
" ¢ ¢ The King to his Mayor of London, Greoting : Bec¢ause of the
sudden ruin of the Biidee of London, we copmmiaud yoy to associato ,
with you two or three of the more discrect aud worthier Citizens of
the City atoresaid, to take. until our Parliyment dfter Faster nex?
approaching, in supply of the reparation of the Bridge afercsaid, the
customs herealter written ; namely, of every mpan crossing the wuter
of Thames, o1 going over the atoresaid Bridge of T.ondon, upon cither
side, one Farthing ; both unto Southwaik, and from Svuthwark unto
London, by 1eason of the deficiency of repair of the Bridgo afore-
said : Of every Horwgaan so crossing the same, one penny; and
for every pack caried on a horse, so crossing over the same, onc
halfpenny. But we command, in the mean time, that net any thing
be taken on the same on this occusion, excepting fer the supply of
the 1epaits of the Budee aforesnd.  In testimony of which, &c.,
Witness the King, at Ciencester, the Fourtheday of Febroary.”

¢ Before the appearance of the new 'atent confirming
the foregoing, there was, however, issned that grant to
which I have already shown you that Maitland has a
reference ; and which is to be found recorded on the
Roll of the same year as the preceding, Memkrane the
11th.  Stow also refers to it; and Hearne, on p. *475,
prints it in the original Latin; in English it ran thus,

¢ ¢ That the Mayor and Commonalty of London have povwer to
rent turee waste poriions of land in divers pluces in London for the ”

support of London Biidue.—The King to all to whom these pre-
sents shall come: Wheicas by the testimony of onr beloved aud
Apithful Ralph de Henghaw, and William de Brampton, and of
others worthy of credit, we have beey informed, that it is ngt to
our damage, nor te the hurt of our City of Londom, if we grant
unto our heleved ey le Waleys, the Mayor, aud the Common-
alty of the same @ity, ‘hat those vacant places adjoining the wall of
the Church of Wolchuch, ou the 'Nurthefn side of the Parish of
Wolchurch ; und that the other waste places adjoining the wall of
the Churchymd of the Church of St. Paul, on the Eastern side,
Jbotween the gate of St. Augustin anl the Strect of West-Chenp :
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of which placce ane half licth in the Parish of St. Augustine, and
the otber balf in the Paiish of St. Michacl, at the Corn-Mmket:
and that the other empty places adjoining the wall of the aforesaid
Burial-plree of the Chuieh of St. Paul, on the Northern side, be-
tween the preat gate of the said Burial-place, over aminst the afore-
sajid Church of Sty Michael; also the other gate in the same wall
towards the West, over sgainst the nartow way of Jvy lane, that
they may build thereon, and rant them for the support of the Biidge
at London. *We grant for us, and for our heire, to the aforesaid
Henry, md the Commonalty, that the places aforcsaid may be built
upon and fented for the benefit of them, and of the same City, as
they shall see greater canse to expedite them @ ant they, the said bnld-
mgs and rents, are to be held of them and of their heirs for ever, for
thie support of the aferesaid Riidee, without necusion or impediment,
of us and of our heirs, ovr Justices and our Bailiff« whomsoever,
In testimony of which lhmg‘ Witness the King, at Hatlebury, the
24th day of Muy." ’

"¢ Aud now T am to remind you, Mr. Barbican, that
the Parish Church of 8. Mary Woolchurch stoed, untii
after the Fire of London, on that spot of ground once
accupicd by the Stock’s Market, and now hy the Mansion-
House ; and a part of those waste places, which adjoined
to St. Paul’s Church Yurd, was situate on the Eastern
side of that sjreet which we at present term Old ’Change,
because of the Royal Exchange for the receipt of coined
bullion, which was once kept theré.  The Street of
West-Cheap, mentioned in the foregoing grant, was our
modern Cheapside 3 and 8, Austin's Gate steod on the
Northcrn side of Watling-Stieet, forming the South-
East end of Old "Change.  Stow tells us, in vol. i, of his
¢ Survey,’ p. 637, that in consequence of the preceding
license of Edwauid L. Henry Walleis built one row of
houses on {he Eastern side of Old *Chauge, the profits of
which belonged to London Bridge.  The other portion
of those vacaut picces of ground lay in the Pavish of St.
Michael ad Bladum, as the Latin original hath it, which
is to say St. Michacl at the Corn, or, corruptly speaking,
8t. Michael Quern, because there was formerly a Corn-
Market on the site of it; and its famous Church, which
was never rebuilt after the fire, stood, as Stow tells you,

u
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p- 684, where Newgate Strect and Pater Noster Row,
¢ like two rivulets joining into one, fall into Cheapside.”
These vacant spaces, therefore, that were given to London
Bridge were in Pater Noster Row ; the houses in which,
says Stow, p. 6G4, * from the first North gate of St. Paul’s
Church Yard, unto the next gate, we re first built without
the wall of the Church Yard, by Heury Walleis, Mayor,
in the year 1282, The rents of those houses go to the
maintenance of London Bridge.” This estate, a< the deed
informs us, lay over against, or to the South of, the
Fenella, that is to say the narrow Street or Way, which,
even in 1281, was called Ivy Lane.

“ This year was, indeed, prolific in Royal Grants, for
the benefit of London Bridge; for, in support of that
gift of Customns to be taken upon it, which I have
already recited, King Edward also issucd the following
instrument, which stands on the Patent Rolls of the 10th
of his reign, Membrane the 9th: You will find a copy of
the Latin in Hearne, p. ¥476; and translations of it are
in Stow, vol. i. p. 59, and in Maitland, vol. i. p. 47.

“¢ Concetning the Customs taken for the repair of London
Bridge.

¢The King to his Mayor of London.  When lately, by reason of
the sudden ruin of London Bridge, we commanded you. that asco-
ciating with you two or three of the more discreet and loyal Citi-
zens of the afmesaid City, ye should take, until our Parliament
after Easter nest past, in supply of the reparation of the Biidge
aforesd, a certain Custom, as in those Letters Patents which we
have c.used to be made fion that time to yon, is more fully con-
tained.  We, being willing that the taking of the said Customs be
continued Ionger, command yon, tht from the Feasp of St Mar.
gatct the Vurgin, next coming,’—namely, the 20th of July,—
¢ unto the end of the Three Years neat following completed, ye
take the underwritten custom of the aforesaid Bridge. That {8 to
say, of every man on foot, bringing merchandisc or other salenblo
goods, and crossing the Bridge aforesaid, and betakiug himsclf to
other parts, one Farthing : of every Horseman, crossing that Bridge,
and betaking hLimself to ether parts with merchandise or uther
saleable things, as aforesaid, one Penny : of every Pack carried on a
horse, and passing over that Bridge, one Halfpenny.  Nor will we
in the mean time, that any thing be therc tahen on this occasion,
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but for the supply of the reparation of the said Bridge, DBut the
aforcsaid term of Three Years being completed, let the above-
mentioned Custom cease and become void.  In testimouy of which
thing, &e., for the aforesaid term of Three Years, this may last.
Witness the King, at Chester, the Sixth day of July.’

¢« It is, however, worthy of remark, Mr. Geoffrey,
before T pass downwards to another Year, that both
Stow, at p. 60, and Maitland, p. 47, speak of this as the
first Grant of (‘ustoms to London Bridge, and allude to
that which I before rehearsed, as the sccond ; when the
months in which they were issued, are no less distant
than February and July, independent of the direet re-
ference which this latter deed bas to the commencement
and terms of the former. The mistake has probably
arisen from the peculiarity of numbering the skins on the
Patent Roll, counting from the lowest end of it, which
1 have already mentioned to you, sinee the first instru-
ment is on the eighteenth Membrane, and the latter on
the ninth.

¢ My next notice of London Bridge is of a nature far
less happy than are these Patents for its support, for the
Christinas of 1281 proved a most fatal scasou to it ; since
Stow, in his ¢ Annals,’ edited by Edmund [lowes, Lon-
don, 1631, fol. p. 201, tells us, though without mention-
ing his authority, that ¢ from this Christmas till the
Purification of Our Lady, there was such a frost and
snow, as no man living could remember the like ; where-
through, five arches of London Bridge, and all Rochester
Bridge, were borne downe, and carried away with the
streanc ; and the like hapned to many bridges in Eng-
land. And not long after, men passed over the Thames
betweene Westminster and Lambeth, and likewise over
the River of Medway betweene Stronde and Rochester,
dry-shod. Fishes in ponds, and birds in woods, died for
want of food.” It weuld appear asJf this devastation had
not been very quickly repaired, for, when added to the
former ruinous state of the Bridge, the complete demoli-
tion of more than a fourth part of it, made it not only a

u2
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very lamentable, but almost hopeless undertaking. Then,
too, the very recent repetitions of grants for its repair and
support, rendeied the same course nearly impracticable,
though old Stow tells us, in his ¢ Survey,” vol. i. p. 61,
that ¢ in the year 1289, the Bridge was so sore decayed
for want of reparations, that men were afraid to pass
thereon ; and a subsidy was granted towards the amend-
ment thereof.  Sir John Britain being Custos of Londun,
Anno 1289, a great collection, or gathering, was made of
all .Archbishops, Bishops, and other ceclesiastical persons,
for the reparations of London Bridge.” Of the writs for
such collections I have, perbaps, alrcady given you suffi-
cient specimens.

“ Several years now passed, unmarked in our Bridge
Annals but by the renewal of those various tolls, of which,
but a short time since, 1 related to you the particulars ;
which circumstances not only too futally prove into how
lamentable a state of decay our venerated cdifice had
then fullen ; but, what is“infinitely worse, those repeated
Royal grants and tolls as plainly indicate the dearth of
that public spirit, which had erst lived in the glorious
Peter of Colechurch. I will but observe then, that Stow,
at p. GO of his ¢ Smvey,” and Maitland, who probably
merely copicd him, at p. 47 of his ¢ History,” both record
the fact, that in the 27th and 30th Years of King Edward
1., namely in 1298 and 1501, the same tolls and customs
were continued for the repair of London Bridge. You
will find the former of these grants entered on the Patent
Roll for the proper year, in the Tower, under the title of
¢ Pontage for London,” Membrane 29 ; but as the instru-
ment is of some considerable length, I shall prefer giving
you a similar shorter one hereafter, being the last Pontage
Patent issued hy that King.

“ And now, Mr. Barbican, e come to speak of a new
matter connected with London Bridge, and a singularly
curious one it is, inasmuch as it shows the great antiquity
and power of the Bridge Mabter; but for the better
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illustration of it, have paticnee with me, I pray you, for
a few moments, whilst I recall to your memory a point
of legal history to which it is collaterally related.  In the
times of our Saxon ancestors you may recolect one
superior Court of Judicature, called the Wittenagemote, or
General Council of Wise Men, was sufficient for the
whole kingdom. When William I., however, came to
be Sovercign, he contrived to separate from it the Ecclesi-
astical and Judicial authority, by establishing a new and
permanent Court in his own Palace, called in history by
the various names of ('wria Regis, the King’s Court, and
Aula Regia, or Aula Regis, the King's 1all.  This was
divided into several different departments, the principal
of which were composed of the King's great Officers of
State, who were resident in his Palace.  T'hus, the Lord
Marshal generally presided in affairs relating to honour
and arms, and the military and national laws; the Lord
Chancellor kept the King's Seal, and had cognizance of
all instruments to which it was attached; the Lord
‘Treasurer was the chicf authority in all matters concern-
ing the Revenue; and certain persons well acquainted
with the Laws, called the King's Justices, assisted hy
the Greater Barons of Parliament, formed a Court of
Appeal in difficult cases, over which presided the Chief
Justiciary of all Kngland. For a considerable time this
universal Court was hound to follow the King's houschold
in all its progresses and expeditions, to the great delay of
equity, and the extreme trouble of the people ; so that
in the articles of petition, which preceded the ¢ Magna
Charta’ of King Johu, Scction 8, it was solicited that
Common Pleas, or causcs, should no longer follow the
King’s Court, but be hcld in some certain and permanent
place. This article was one to which John consented
more readily than to any ‘other in his Great Charter, as
the power of the Chief Justiciary being already very con-
siderable, he readily coufirmed it by Chap. xvii. of his
grant. This officer’s pl:’acc, however, was even then but
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little altered, as he remained in Westminster Hall, where
the Curia Regis had originally sat; and in the same
building a Court of Common Pleas was cstablished, for
the determination of all causes concerning land, and
injuries between subject and subject.  The other depart-
ments of the Aula Regia, naturally beginuing to decline,
soon after this separation, King Edward I. then.new-
modclled the whole judicial polity of England, by dividing
it into other Courts.

“ Now, Sir, my intention in bringing to your memory
these historical memoranda, is, to remind you that
abstracts of written proccedings of these Courts, some-
times cailed the Plucita Rolls, or Rolls of Pleas, are yet
preserved, recorded in Law Latin in a current Court-
Hand full of contractions, some being in the Tower of
London, and othersin the Chapter House at Westminster,
These Rolls contain pleadings as well made in the ancient
Curia Reygis, as in the Courts subsequently crected ;
though, those of the reigns of the First and Sccond
Edwards are chicfly of pleas in the King’s Bench, which
is the last fragment of the King’s Hall, beeause it way
be remloved with the SOVU't‘lgllS person, wherever he
goes ; and, although he be not actually present, yet he is
still supposcd to be so, since the style of the court is yet
¢ coram ipso Rege, before the King himself. Now, a
collcetion of abstracts from the Placita Rolls of the
various Courts, having been made, and the contents
being thus of a very miscellancous character as to their
original time and place, it has been printed by order of
the Commissioners of Records under the title of ¢ Placi-
torum Abbu,viatio, or Abstracts of the Pleadings pre-
served in the Chapter House at Westminster, London,
1811, folio.

“« ln this volume then, on p. 316, col. 2, we find it
stated, that during Faster Term, in the sixth of the
reign of King Edward II.,—that is to sny 1312,—there
were pleadings before the !\mg, at Wc.stmmstcr, con-
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cerning the property of the Master of London Bridge, in
certain Mills on the River Lee in Essex; but as these
pleadings refer to an Inquisition originally made in the
time of Edward I., the present will be the most proper
period to describe and translate them. Stow mentions
the circumstance, when speaking of the office of Bridge-
Master, in his ¢ Survey,” vol. ii. p. 25, in the following
terms. ¢ The Keeper of the Bridge House had, in
ancient times, an interest in certain Mills upon the River
Lee, near Stratford ; and the Master of St. Thomas of
Acres,—now Mercers' Chapel, in Cheapside,—* had a
title to other mills there.  For, as it appears by an old
Inquisition, taken in the time of King Edward the First,
there was a Culeetum—i, e. a chalk causeway—on the
North, near Stratford, which was made by Queen Maud,
through which there were three trenches made for three
courses of water to run, for the use of several mills, partly
belonging to the Master of St. Thomas, and partly to the
Bridge Master : over which were three wooden bridges
made by the said Masters. This is manifest by an
extract out ofe an ancient Inquisition taken at Swatford
at Bow, hefore Roger Brabanzon and others, in Anno
xxxii®.'’we shall presently find that this ought to have
been xxxir.—* Regis Ldwardi filii Regis Henrici, &e.—
the purport of which is, that there were three mills made
upon this chalk causeway Northward; onc a Fuller's
Mill, and the sitc of another mill belonging to the
Master of St. Thomas of Acre: and two other mills,
called Sayer’s Mill, and Spileman’s Mill; the one a
Water Mill, and the other a Fuller's Mill, both held by
the Keeper of London Bridge.  From which mills came
three courses of water in three trenches, made across the
chalk causeway by the said Master and Keeper. Beyond
which trenches were madd three wooden bridges in that
said causeway by the said Master and Keeper, which
greatly wanted repair.”  Now, Sir, [ have already shown
you, that in Easter ’l'cn'n, in 1312, these pleadings of
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130.,—8 wete renewed against the Bridge Kecper, and the
Master of St, Phofas of Acres, hy John de Norton, the
King's Attorney Genéral; who clurgc-d them to repair the
Bridges, according to the said presentment..  The plead-
ings'of 131% are recorded on Roll 95 ; and as the form
“in which they are written is ‘full of eurious historieal
mattcr, 1 shall give you a translation of the iustrument
at'length.’ .

% ¢ Middlesex and Essex. Our Lord Edward, the King's Fa-
ther, iff the 31st year of his reign,”—namely, 1302, in which, you
sce, this record, on authority we cannot doubt, ditfers from Stow,—
¢ commanded Roger de Brabanzon, William de Beresford, Roger de
Hegham, and Stephen de Gravesend, that they should enquire who
ought to repair the Bridges and Chalk Causeway in the King’s Street
between Stratford atte Bowe, and Hamme Stratford ; and concern-
ing the deficiencics of support, und repairs of the same, which,
from that Inquisition taken by a jury, namely, by twelve for
the County of Kssex.and by twelve others for the County of
Middlesex,’ standeth thus :—* They said that the Ferry over the
water of Luye, or Lee, at Stratford atte Bowe, was ancicntly aceus.
tomed to be n that place called Oldeforde, which is oue league dise
tant from the place of both Bridges and the (‘auseway; that nowaro
near together ; at which l'un, many cmsung over from varions
places have been plunged in the water and in danger.  And when,
afterwards, such great danger came to be made known to the Lady
Matilda, then Queen of Englnnd, Consort of our Lowd Henry the
First, King of England, she, moved by her piety, cofimanded it to
be examined how both the Diidges and the Canseway could be
made better, and more convenient, for the utility and easement of
the country, and the passengers over them.  The which was done
by the suid Queen, who also caused two Bridges to be bailt;
namely, the Bridge over the water of Fee at the npper end of the
town of Stratford atte Bowe,” —wuich you remember Stow says, in
his ¢ Survey,’ vol. i. p. 58, in the magin, and clsewhere, was
¢ the first arched Bridge in England, and gave name to the Town,
for that it was shaped hke a Bow -’—¢ and another UBridge over
another trench of the same water towurds Fssex, which is called
Channelesbrigge.  And also one Chalk Causeway between the said
Bridges, so that all passengers going over it, may well and securcly
cross the same. Aud, forasmuch as the said Queen desired, that
the reparation and support of the aforesaid Brdges and Chalk
Causeway should from that time be imposed, so, out of her
charity, she bou,;ht those lands, rents, meadows, and one water-
mill, which is called Wiggemulne, and assigned and cowmanded
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them to be for tho repair and support of the Biidges, find the Chalk’
Causcway sfoyesaid.  And because sho belioved shat their repuir
and support would be Letter done by religions’ men, if they were
thenceforward Jaid upun them, than by secnlar petsons, Jest that
such sccular persons themselves, or their heirs, should, .in the,
course of vears, be wanting, to prescrve them I nor was there then
any- Religious House near to the aforesaid Dridges and Chalk
Causeway, but the Abbey of Berkinggs, the Abbey of Stradord
not yet being founded ; so that the aforensid lands, rents, meadows,
and mill, with their appmitenances, were thep given to the Abbess
of Berkinggs and her houses so that she and ber sueeessors, &c.
should for ever sustain and repuir the said Bridges. ut after.
wards, Gilbert de Manntfichet founded the Abbey of Stratford, &e.”
—that is to say about 1135,—* And a certain Abbot of the same
housc bought the lands, &e. from the aforcsnid Abbess, because
they were near his Abbey, amd Jying, in situation, commodionsly
for his house, that is to suy, however, undertaking, for himself and
his successors, &c. the repair of the Bndges, and Chalk Canseway
aforcsaid, for the Abbess herself, &c. and farther giving to the same
four marks of silver,’ —£2. 3s. 4e.—* by the Year, e, And so
they were found, by the sume Ingnisition,"—dited at the beginning
of this instrumcnt,—* to be decayed, and who ought to repair the
said DBridges and Chalk Causeway 2 Upon which luquisition, our
Tord the King caused his wiit to issue, &c. ; and upon this precept
it is shown that the Abbot aforeamd, the Master of the House of
the Blessed Th8mas ot Acre, and the Keeper of London Bridge,
made their appearance to answer why the Bridges were not repuired,
&c.  When the Juroxs eame, therefore, between the King aud the
Abbots, they sad that the said Abbot was not held to repair,
oxcepting the Bridge called Chanuvelesbrigge, and that none of his
predecessors have, at any time, repaited the said Bridges aud Chalk
Caueeway, and that not any of the lauds or tencments held by lnm
Lave been accustoiged to make 1eparations, o1 support them ;—
therefore the Abbot was dismissed without a day.  But another of
the Juros has found that it w the said Abbess who ought to repair
the said Bridges.  And at length,)’—that 1s to say m 1315,—*¢ an
agreement was made between the said Abbot and Abbess, in the
presence of the Larl of Hereford and Essex, and Chancellor of
Eugland ; also Chicf Justice, Chief Baron, and Escheater of our
Lord the King on this side Trent, and it was enrolled that the said
Abbot obliges himself, und his successors, to vepair for ever: for
which tho said Abbess gives to the suid Abbot two hundred pounds,
yet saving to her the annual four marks”  Nee the Pleadings
before the King 3t Westminster, in Easter Term, 6 Edward 11,
Roll 95, .

 After this very long, though curious document, I
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have nothing farther to observe on the comnexion of the
Bridge Master of London, and his Mill and Bridge on the
River Lee, than that, although he at first traversed, asthe
Lawyers say, or denied his right to repair them, yet, in
1315, the original claim was confirmed against his denial,
as is asserted by Stow, in his ¢ Survey,’ vol. ii. p. 25%

¢ Methinks, Mr. Barnaby Postern,’ said I, “ that
before you entirely quit the connexion of the Lee River
and London Bridge, it would not be irrelevant to speak
somewhat of that Cantiuncula, that little song, or, as I
may properly call it, that Lud/us, for it is truly a nurse’s
song, in which they are both united.”

* You say well, Sir,” answered my visitor ; ¢ and sce-
ing that I have already spoken somewhat at length,
¢ shall I,” as Izaak Walton says, ‘have nothing from you,
that seema to have both a good memeory and a cheerful
spirit 7" Come, then, my honoured kinsman, do you relate
what hath been written and colleeted concerning that
same Cantiuncula ; nor decin that any fraguzenta, touch-
ing the history of London Bridge, can he uninteresting ;
whercfore, doubt not but your narrative will he to me
like that which Adam made to Raphael :—

¢ Nor are thy lips ungraceful, Sire of men,

Nor tongue ineloquent,—

But thy relation now; for T attund,

Pleased with thy words no less than thou with wmine.”’

“ After the decp reading and extensive knowledge,”
returnad I, “ which you, Mr, Postern, have displayed in
your discourse, it is unfortunate for me to have to speak
upon a subject, where I am no less perplexed by the
paucity of materials, than by own ignorance of many
which may be in existence. For you must know, my
fellow-antiquary, that scarching out the origin and his-
tory of a ballad, is like endéavouring to ascertain the
source and flight ot December’s snow; since it often
comes we know not whence, is ldoked upon and noticed
for awhile, is corrupted, or melts away, we know not
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how, and thus dics unrecorded, excepting in the oral
tradition or memory of some village crones, who vet dis-
course of it. Iowever, Sir, to proceed methodically, I
will first give you the words of this very popular song;
then the customs and history connected with it ; and, lastly,
the musical notation to which it is most commonly sung.
¢ One of the most elegant copies of this ballad you will
find in the late Joseph Ritson’s rare and curious volume,
cntitled, ¢ Gammer Gurton’s Garland: or the Nursery
Parnassus, A choice collection of pretty Songs, and
Verses, for the amusement of all Jittle good children who
can neither read nor run.”  Londqn, 1810. 8vo. Tart i.,
p. 4 ; where it is ealled ¢ The celebrated song of London
Bridge is broken down ;’ and is as follows:
¢ Loxpon Bripcr: is broken down,
Dance o’cr my Lady J.ee:
London Bridge is bioken down,
With a gay lady.
Tlow shall we build it up again,
Danee o'cr my Lady Lee;
How shall we build it up again ?
With a gay lady.
Silver and gold will be stolen away,
Dance o’cr my Lady Lee;
Silver and gold will be stolen away,
With a gay lady.
Build it up with iron and steel,
Dance o’er my Lady Lee;
Build it up with i1on and stecl,
With a gay lady.
Iron and steel will bend and bow,
Dance o'cr my Lady Lec
Tron and steel will bend and bow,
With a gay lady.
Build it up with wood and clay,
Dance o’cr my Lady lee;
Build it up with wobd and clay,
With a gay lady.
Wood and elay will wash away,
Dance o'cr my dady Lee;
Wood and clay will wash away,
With a gay lady.
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Build it up with stone eo strong,
Dance o’er my Lady Lee;
Huzza! "twill lust for uges long,

With a gay lndy.’

¢ In that treasury of singular fragments, the ¢ Gentle-
man’s Magazine,’ for September 1823, vol. xciii., p. 232,
there is another copy of this ballad, with some variations,
inserted in a Letter, signed M. Green, in which thereare
the following stanzas, wanting in Ritsen’s and coming in-
immediately after the third verse, ¢ Silver and gold will
be stolen away ;” though it must be observed, that the
propositions for building the Bridge with iron and steel,
and wood and stone, have, iu this copy also, alrcady been
made and objected to.

¢ Then we must sct a man to watch,
Dance o’cr my Lady Joea ;

Then we must sct o man to watch,
With a gay La-dee.

Suppose the man should fall aslecp ?
Dance o'er my Lady Lea

Suppose the man should fall asleep?
With a gay La-dee. ¢

Then we must put a pipe in his month,
Dance o'er my Lady lLea;

Then we must pat a ppe in his mouth,
‘With a gay La-dee.

Supposc the pipe should fall and break ?
Dunee o'er my Lady Leas

Suppose the pipe should full aud reak ?
With a gay La.dcec.

Then we must set a dog to watch,
Dauce o’cr my lady Leu

Then we must set a dug to wateh,
With a gay Ta-dee.

Suppose the dog should run away ?
Dance o'er my Lady Lea;

Suppose the dog should fun away ?
With 2 gay La-dee.

Then we must chinin him to o post,
Dance o’er my Lady fxa;

Then we must chaiu him to a post,
With a gay La-dee,
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I pray you, do not fail to observe in these verses, how
singularly and happily the burthen of the song often falls
in with the subject of the new line : though I am hal.
inclined to think, that the whole ballad has been formed
by many fresh additions, in a long series of years, and is,
perhaps, almost interminable when received in all its dif-
ferent versions. Mr. Green, in his letter which I last
(uoted, remarks, that the stanzas 1 have repeated to you
are ¢ the introductory lines of an old ballad, which, more
than seventy ycars pievious, he had heard plaintively
warbled by a lady, who was born in the reign of Charles
the Second, and who lived till nearly that of George the
Second.  Another Correspondentto the samne Magazine,
whose contribution, signed 1), is inserted in the same
volume, December, p. 507, observes, that the ballad con-
cerning London Bridge formed, in his remembrance, part
of a Christmas Carol, and connnenced thus

¢ Dame, pet up and bake your pies,
On Chvistmas day in the moinmng:

¢ The requisition,” he continues, ¢ gocs on to the Dame to
prepare for the feast, and lier answer is

¢ London Biidyge is broken down,

On Chii~tmas day in the morning.”

¢ The inference always was, that until the Bridge was
rcbuilt, sone stop would be put to the Dame’s Christmas
operations ; but wlhy the falling of a part of London
Bridge should form pait of a Christmas Carol at New-
castle-upon-Tyne, I amn at a loss to know.” This con-
nexion has, doubtless, long since been gathered into the
¢ wallet which Time carrics at his back, wherein he puts
alms for oblivion; though we may remark, that the history
and features of the old bridge of that famous town had a
very close resemblance to thgt of London ; as you may find
upon reading the Rev. John Brand’s ¢ History and Antiqui-
tics of the Town and County of the Town of Newcastle-
upon-Tyne.” London, 1789, 4to. vol. i., pp. 31—53. The
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chief points of resemblance between these two Bridges,
were, that hoth were founded in the hidden years of
remote antiquity ; that in each instance wooden Bridges
preceded the stone ones ; that to each was attached a
Chapel dedicated to St. Thomas ; that continual dilapida-
tions and Patents for repair characterised each ; that both
fuormed a strecet o:” houses, having towers, gates, and draw-
bridges ; and, finally, that in 1771, a violent flood reduced
the Bridge of Tyne to the same hapless state as erst
marked that of London, when ruinated by the terrible
fire of 1757. Such, Mr. Postern, are the words, and
such are the very few historical notices that 1 am able to
give you, of a song, of which there is, perhaps, not a
single dweller in the Bills of Mortality, who has not
heard somewhat ; and yet not one of whom can tell you
more concerning it, than that they have heard it sung
* many years ago, as the gossiping phrase is. If one
might.hazard a conjecture concerning it, I should refer
its composition to some very ancient date, when London
Bridge lying in ruins, the office of Bridge Mauster was
vacant ; and his power over the River Lee,—for it is
doubtless that River which is celebrated in the chorus to
this song,—was for a while at an end. But this_although
the words and melody of the verses be extremely simple,
is all uncertain; and thus, my good Sir, do general tra-
ditions float down the stream of time, without any fixed
date ; for none regard them as of value enough to record,
whilst they are yet known in all their primitive truth.
Oh ! how many an interesting portion of History has
heen thus lost! How many a—"

“T am glad,” interrupted my visitor at this part of
my apostrophe, “ to find that I am not the only Anti-
quary who is apt to be led away from narrative to rhe-
toric ; and who is sometimesinduced to declaim when he
set out to describe. DBut you were speaking of the
melody to this song, Mr. Barbican ; now I would fain
hear it, if it live in your memdry.”
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¢ Give me a draught of sack,” said I, taking up the

tankard, “ and you shall hear it, as well as my feeble
voice, now ¢ turning again to childish treble,” Mr. Postern,
hath the skill to chant it. But look for nothing fine,
Mr. Barnaby : here are none of Von Weber's notes ; and,
indeed, I know of nothing which so well characterises it,
as that fine description of a popular ballad in Z'welfth
Night :—

¢ Mark it, Cirsario, it is old and plain ;

The Spinsters, and the Knitters in the sun,

Aud the free maids that weave their thread with bones,

Do use to chant it '

¢ Come, my good Sir,” replied Mr. Postern, no more
words on't, but sing, 1 pray yow.”

¢ Then listen,” answered 1, clearing my throat to
reach the treble C, with which the melody commences ;
“ but you must sing a part of it, as it stands in this
paper, Master Barnaby, for it hegins with the chorus;
and so herefollows the ancient Music to the Song and
Dance of London Bridge is broken down.”

Chorus. '

SEiEs -

U v ) v

Lon-don Bridge is bro-ken down : Dance o'er my La-dy Lea!

Lon-don Bridge is bro-ken down, With a gay la-

Solo:
vV t ) o

1low shall we build it up n;}nin ? Dance o'er my La-dy Lea!

E -
L 1 1 1 ¥ 1 § o
y—r—y— = t

How shall we build it up a-;:u.ln? With o gay La- dee.
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% A choice picee of simple melody, indeed,” said Mr.
Postern, as I finished the last strain of the solo, ¢ and,
certainly, from its extreme plainness, not unlikely to be
of some considerable antiquity ; but you called it also a
dance, Mr. Barbican ; pray was it ever adapted to the
feet, as well as to the tonguc ”

* You shall Yhear, Sir,” returned 1, * for 1 learn from a
Manuscript commnunication, from a Mr. J. Evans, of Bristol,
which has been most kindly placed in my hands by the
vencrable proprictor of the ¢ Gentleman’s Magazine,’ and
which enclosed the notes of the tune we have now conclud-
ed ; that ¢ about furty years ago, one moonlight night, ina
street in Bristul, his attention was attracted by a danee
and chorus of boys and girls, to which the words of this
hallad gave measure. The breaking down of the Bridge
wa$ announced as the dancers moved round in a circle,
hand in hand ; and the (uestion, ¢ ITow shall we build
it up,again © was chanted by the Jeader, whilst the
rest stood still.” The same correspondent also farther
observes, that it is possible some wmusiaul critics may
trace in these notes sundry fragments that have sailed
down the strenm of Time, heginning with ¢ Nancy
Dawson,” and ¢ A frog he would a weoing go ;' though
the Lament of London Bridge is certainly far, very far,
anterior to the latter. I cannot. however, imagine, that
the air of our ballad has more than a very distant con-
sanguinity with cither ; for the meludy of Nancy Dawson
is generally suppused not to be more than sixty years old,
sbout which time its heroine flourished ; and the metre
of that wortldess song is peifeetly different, each verse
having cight lines instead of four. Now, when Isaac
Bickerstaff produced his Opera of ¢ Love ina Village,” he
composcd his 14th air, in the Jast Scene of the first Act,
to that very tunc ; for there.the Housemnaid commences
the Finalé, and thus it runs:

¢ T pray ye, gentles, list to me,
I'm young, and strong, and clean, you sce,
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'l not turn tail to any she,
. For work, that’s in the county :
Of ull your house the charge I'll take,
I wash, I sctub, 1 brew, I bake,
And more can do than here I'll speak,
Depending on your bounty,’

% Thus you observe, my good Sir, that the verse has
no resemblance at all ; and the only similitude of the
music lies in a very few notes in the second and third
bars of the first and fourth lines. The Adventures of
the Frog who went a courting is certainly much more
like the ballad of London Bridge ; but, in addition to its
variations in the latter part, it is quite a modern compo-
sition, and, thercfore, cannot illustrate the antiquity of
that othcer song, of which it is itself merely a musical
parody.”

“ My hearty thanks are due to you, Mr. Geoffrey
Barbican,” began Mr. Postern, as I concluded ; < 1 have
to thank you very heartily for the agrecable mamner in
which you have contrived to carry on the history of
London Bridge, whilst I have breathed from continuing
my duller detgil : and now, let me observe that having
brought you down to the 3lst year of the reign of
Edward I., 1302, I shall give you a translation of what
was, perhaps, his last and fullest Charter to London
Bridge, in the form of a Patent of Pontage, or Bridge
Tax, granted in 1305, the 34th year of his sovereignty ;
which is curious, inasmuch as it enumerates so many of
the articles of commerce in that day. The original is, of
course, in the Tower, in the Patent Rolls for that ycar,
membranc 23, entitled ¢ Pontage for London ;” and the
Latin you may see in Hearne’s ¢ Liber Niger,' alrcady
cited, volume i., page *478 : the English, no very casy
matter to discover, is as follows :

¢ The King to his beloved the Mayor and Sberiffs, and to his
other Citizens of London,—CGrecting. Know ye, that in aid of
1epairing and sustaining the Bridge of London, we grant that from
the day of making these presents, until the complete end of the

I
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three years next following, the underwritten customs shall, for that
purpose, be taken of saleable goods over the Bridgo aforesaid, and
of those which cross under the same, that is te say :—of every poise,
or weight of <heese,'—namely, 256 pounds,—* fat of tallow, and
butter for sale, one penny. Of every poiso of lead, for sale, one
farthing.  Of every bundred of wax for salo, two pence. Of cvory
hundred of almonds and rice for sule, one penny. Of every hun-
dred of barley corn for sale, one pemny. Of every hundred of
pepper and gnger, cotewell and ciunnmon, Brazil-wood, frankin-
ecnse, quicksilver, vermillion and verdigrease for sale, two pence.
Of every hundred of cinior, alum, sugar, liquorice, 8y ro.montanian
aniseed, pion, and orpiment for sule, one penny. Of every hundred
of sulpliur, orchel, ink, resin, copperas, and culamine stone for sale,
one farthing. Of every great frail of figs and raisins for sale, one
half-penny ; and of evay smaller fiuil, one farthing. Of every
pound of dates, musk nuts, mace, the drug enbebs, saffron, and
cotton for sale, one farthing.  Of every store butt of ginger for sale,
one peuny.  Of every hundred weight of copper, brass, and-tin, for
sale, one halfpenny.  Of every hundred weight of glass for salt,
one farthing.  Of every thousand of the best Gris, or grey squirrel
skins dressed,"—the famous Vaire fur you remcmber,—* for sale,
twelve pence.  Of evéry thousamd of red skins dressed, for sale, six
pence. “Of every thousand bark-skins for sale, four penco. Of
every hundred of rabbits for sale, one halfpenny. For every tim-
bria’—an ancient Norman law phrase, signifying a cerlain number
of precious skins,—' of wolves’ skine for sale, ono halfpenny. For
every timbria of coats for sale, one halfpenny. NFor every twelfth
geunct-skin for sule, ouc halfpenny. For every hundredth sheep-
skin of wool for sale, onc penny.  Of every hundredth lamh-skin
and goat-skin for sale, one halfpenny.  Of every twelfth alioum,’—
a kiud of vest with sleeves,—*for sale, onc penny., Of cvery
twelfilh Barane,’—tlis old Norwan word, you know, meant either
a purse, or shoe, or any thing mude of tanned leather,— for sale,
one halfpenny.  Of every quarter of woat,’—the famous biue dye,
" for sale, onv baltpenny. Of cvery dole,'—na Saxon word
sigmifying a part or portion,—* of honey for sale, six pence. Of
every dole of wine, six pence.  Of every dole of corn, crossing over
the Bridge, the same going into countries beyond the sea, ‘one
penny.  Of every bowl of salt for sale, one penny.  Of overy mill-
stone for grinding, for sale, two pence. Of every twelfth hand-
mill for sale, one penny.  Of cvery smuith’s mill for sule,’—perhaps
a forge or grindstone,— ene faithing. Of cvery dole ef ashes and
of fish for sale, onc halfpenny. Or every hundredth boord of oak,
coming from parts beyond the seas for sale, onc hulfpenny. Of
every hundred of fir bourds, coming from parts beyond the seas for
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sale, two penco. Of evers iwenty sheafs of wooden staves and
arrow heads, for sale, onc halfpenuy. Of a quarter of a hundred
of pountundemir for sale, ouc penny. For all hoises laden with
serge, stufl, grey cloth and dyed cloth for sale, one penny. Of
every hunslred ells of linen cloth, coming from parts beyond the
ucas, for sale, once penny. Of cvery twolfth poplorum,’—mantle
or carpet,—* for sale, one halfpeuny. Of every silk or gold cloth,
for sale, one halfpenny. Of all satins and cloths worked with gold,
two pence.  Of every twelfth piece of fustian for sale, one penny.
Of every picce of sendal,’—thin Cyprus silk,—¢ embroidered, for
sale, one farthing 3 and of every other two sendals for sale, one
furthing.  Of cvery pound of woven cloth coming from parts beyond
the scas, six pence. Of cvery hiundred pounds weight of Baleria,
—Dbeaten work of metal,—¢ namely, of basins, platters, drinking
pots, and cups, for sule, one penny. Of all Flanders cloth bound,
and embroidered, for sale, two pence.  Of every Estanford,’—a
specics of cloth made at Stanfort,—¢ for sale, from the same parts,
one penny.  Of every tweltth pair of nethor-stocks, for sale, conting
from the same parts, one halfpenny.  Of every hood for sule, one
penny. Of cvery piece of Borvell,'—coarse cloth,—* coming from
Normandy, or clsewhere, onc halfpenny.  Of every twelfth Monk’s
cloth, black or white, one penny. Of cvery trussell cloth,’—per-
haps a horse-cloth—¢ for sale, the sume coming from parts beyond
the sens, eighteen pence.  Of all English dyed cloth and russet for
sale, cxcepting ecatlet, crossing the Bridge for the selling of the
same, two pence.  OF all scarlets for sule, six pence.  Of all thin,
or sumier clotlf, for sale, coming from Stamford or Northampton,
or from other places in Eagland, crossing the same, one penny.
Of every twelfth ehalonum,’—which is to say, a carpet or hang-
inge,—* set fur sale, one penny. Of every pound of other mer-
chandise for sale, crossing the same, and not expressed above, four
pence.  Of cvery ship-load of sca-conl for sale, six pence. Of
overy ship-lond of turf fer eale, two pence. Of cvery scitata of
undetwood for sale, two pe.ce.  Of every small boat-load of under-
wood for sale, one penny. Of every scitata of hay for sale, two
pence,  Of every quarter of corn for sale crossing the same, one
furthing. Yor two quartexs of white corn, harley, mixed corn,
pease, and beans, for sale, one favthing.  For a quarter of a seme,’
—n hoge load, or cight bushcls—* of oats for sale, one penny.
For two quarters of groats, and brewers grains for sale, one faithing.
For every horse for sale, of the price of forty shillings and more,
onc ponny., For every horse for sale, of a price less than forty shil-
lings, onc halfpenny. "For every ox and cow for sale, one halfpenny.
For six swino for sale, onc halfpenny. For teu sheep for sale, one
halfpenny. For five bucon hogs for sale, onc balfpenny ; aud for
r2
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ten pervis for sale, one halfpenny. Of every small boat which
works in London for hire, and erosses by the same, one penny.  Of
every cart freighted with fish for sale, crossing the sume, one penny.
For the bull of every great ship freighted with goods for sale,
cxcepting these present, crossing by the same, two pence.  For the
hull of every smaller ship fl‘oightcd with the same goods, excepting
these preeent, one penny.  For every little beat loaden, one half-
penny.  For every twelfth salted salmon for sale, one penny.  For
twenty-five milnell for sale, onc halfpenny.  For one hundred
salted haddochs for sale, ane halfpenny.  For one hundred salted
mackerel for sale, onc furthing, For every thousand of salted
herrings for sale, one farthing. For cvery twelfth salted lamprey
for sale, one penny. Of cvery thousand salted cels for sale, one
halfpenny. Of cvery hundred pounds of largo fsh for sale, one
penny. Of cvery hundied pieces of sturgeon for sale, two pence,
For every hundred of stockfish, onc farthing.  For every horse-load
of onions for sale, one farthing.  For every horse-load of garlie for
sale, one furthing, And of cvery kind of merchandise not here
mentioned, of the price of twenty shillings, one penny., And,
therefore, we command you, that the said customs be taken, until
the afore-aid term of thiee years be completed ; but at that term,
the nforesaid customs shall cease, and be altogether taken away.
In which, &c. for thew lasting the term aforesaid, Witness the
l\mg, at Winchester, the seveuth day of May. By witt of Privy
Seal.”
 Such, Mr. Geoffrey Barbican, is a tolerably exact
translation of this lung and very curious Patent of 'ont-
age for London Bridge ; but a perfect rendering of it into
English is a matter attended with more than usual diffi-
culty ; since it is composed of so many harbarous Anglo-
Norman nouns, with Latin terminations attached to
them ; of quaint legnl phrases, of which Fortescue and
) Rastull must be the interpreters ; and of numerous arti-
cles of which both the names and the nature are to us
almost utterly unintelligible. However, Sir, 1 here give
it you to the best of my poor skill ; and in doing so, let
me add to it the apologetical words of your namesuke and
fellow-citizen, the amiable old Chaucer :—*¢ Now pray I
to them all that hearken this treatise, or rede, that if
there be any thing that likefh them, that thereof thcy
thank Him, of whomn procecdeth all wit and goodness.
And if there be any thing that displease them, I pray
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them also that they arrette it to the default of mine
unknonnyng, and not to my will, that would fain have
said better if 1 had knowing.'”

“ Doubtless, Mr. Postein,” answered I, “my civilities
arc at the least due to you, for the labour you bestow
upon me ; but yet 1 must be so plain as to tell you, that
your Pontage Patent reminded me mightily of a Table
of Tolls at a Turnpike-Gate, whereon we read, ¢ For
cvery horse, mare, gelding, or mule, laden, or unladen,
not drawing, two pence.”  So again, and again, I'say, let
me have storics, man! T want stories! ¢ for,” as Oliver
Goldsmith said of old to the Ghost of Dame Quickly, *if
You have nothing but tedious remarks to communicate,
seek some other hearer: 1am determined to hearken only
to stories.””

“Be of a sweet temper, however you may be dis-
appointed, Mr. Geoffrey,” replicd the old Gentleman ;
“if I possessed the wit cither of honest Oliver, or the
Ghost of Mistress Quickly, you should, indeed, be enter-
tained ; but, secing that we lack humour, we must make
it up in the real, though somewhat dull, formula of past
days. This time, T have, however, a romantic scene for
you in petto, and even now we have arrived at a point
of the history of London Bridge, which, when skilfully
managed, with a little fiction, has drawn tears from many
an cye, and awakened an intercst in many a heart: I
mean the capturc and death of the brave and unfortunate
Sir William Wallace.

¢ Juy, joy in London now !
Ile goes, the rebel Wallace goes to death;

At length the traitor mceets a traitor’s doom.
Joy, joy in London now !’

It was after the return of the fourth expedition of
King Edward I. into Scotfand, about the bLeginning of
August, 1305, thut London Bridge was defaced, by the
placing upon it the trophies of his vengeance. Matthew
of Westminster, in his ¢ Flowers of Ilistorics, which I
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have already cited to you, tells the sorrowful story of
Sir William Wallace’s exccution, in his Second Bock,
. 451 ; begiuning at ¢ Hic vir Belial; — for he treats the
Scottish hero with but little reverence,—and in plain
English thus runs the narrative. ¢ This man of Belial,
after innumecrable crimes, was at last taken by the King's
officers, and, hy his command, was bronght up to be
judged by himself, attended by the Nobles of the king-
dom of England, on the Vigil of St. Bartholomew’s day,
—the 23vd of August,— where he was condemned to
a most cruel, yet most worthy death. Firstly, he was
drawn at the tail of a horse through the fields of London,
to a very lofty gibbet, crected for him, upon whieh he
was hung with a halter ; afterwards, he was taken down
half dead, embowelled, and his intestines burned by fire ;
lastly, his head was cut off, and sct upona pole on London
Bridge, whilst the trunk was cut into four quarters. 1lis
body, thus divided, was sent into four parts of Scotland.
Bcehold! such was the unpitied end of this map, whom
want of pity brought to such a death I’

“The head of the gallant but ill-fatel Wallace was
not, however, the only ghastly spectacle upon London
Bridge ; for the Catalogue of the Harleian Manuseripts,
under the Number 2253, has the following notice at
art. 256 :—* 4 long Ballud against the Scots, many of whom
are here mentioned by name, as also many of the English,
besides the King and Prince. But, particularly of Wil-
kam Walleys, tuken at the Battle of Dunbar, A. p. 1305,
and of Simon Frisell—or Fraser,—taken at the Baltle of
Kyrkenclyf, a. v. 1306, buth of whomn were punished as
traitors to our King Edward 1. and their heads set amang
others of their countrymen upon London Bridge” The
passage which immediately concerns our purpose, you
will find at fol. 61 a, and, in its own rude dialeet, thusit
runs:— . co

¢ ¢ With feters and with gyueg ichot he woa to drowe,
Ffrom the tour of Loudone that monie myght knowe,
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Jn a curtel of burel asclkethe wyse
Thuth Cheepe ;
And a gerland on hys hened of the newe guyse :
Monimon of Engelond—{or to se Symond
Thideward con lepe.
Tho he com to galewes, furst he wos an honge,
Al qc. behceued, thah him thohte longe ;
Seththe hie was yopened, is boweles ybrend,
The heued to landone brugge wos send
To shonde ;
8o ich ever mote the—sum while wende ke
Ther lutel to stonde.
JTe videth thourth the site as J tell may,
With gomen und with solas that wos here play,
To londone brugge hee nome the way :
Moni was the wyues chil’ that ther ou loketh a day,
And scide nlas!
That be was ibore—and so villiche forlore
So feir mon as ho wos !
No#w stont the heued above the tubrugre, .
¥ust bi Waleie soth for to sugge.””
¢ Now, Mr. Geoffrey Barbican, as these harbarous
rhymes,arc but just intelligible, even to an Antiquary,
by a very carcful reading and consideration, you will, I
dare say, cxcuse me, if 1 give you a paraphrase of them
in modern prose ; which would he expressed somewhat in
this manner.— With fetters and with leg-irons I wot that
he was drawn from the Tower of London that many
might know it ; dressed in a short cont of coarse cloth,
through Cheapside, having on his head a garland of the
last fashion ; and many Englishmen, to see Simon Frisel,
began to run thither. Then was he brought to the gibbet,
and fiost being hung, he was alap heheaded,. which he
thought it long ere he endured it. After, he was opened,
and his bowels burned ; but his head was sent to London
Bridge, to affright beholders : so ever might I thrive, as
that once he little thought to stand there. e rides
through the City, as Imay well tell you, with game and
gladncss around him, which was the rejoicing of his
encmies, and he took the way to London Bridge. Many
were the wives' children that looked upon him, and said,

<>
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Xlns, that he was born! and so vilely forsaken, so ter-
rible a man as he was! Now the head- stands ahove the
Town bridge, close to that of Wallace, truly to say.

¢ Such iy this ballad account of the matter; and, in
quitting my notice of the manuseript that contains it, I
have but to say, that it is written on old discolourcd
parchment, in a square gothic text, the ink of which is
turned brown by time, with many contractions, and much
vile spelling ; and that its other contents are all exeeed-
ingly curious and valuable ; and, as the ¢ Harleian Cata~
logue,” vol. i., at p. 685, tells us, they are ¢ partly in old
French, partly in Latin, and partly in English, partly in
verse, and parily in prose.”  You will find, however, the
whole of this long Poem printed in the late Joseph
Ritson’s intcresting volume, entitled, ¢Ancient Songs
from the time of King Henry the Third to the Revolu-
tion,” London, 1790, 8vo., pages 5—18. Maitland him-
self also relates the fate of Sir William Wallace, at p. 109
of his ¢ History,” verifying his narrative by refercnces to
several of the Cloisteral Historians ; nor dues there, I
belicve, exist any earlier notice of the Tower on London
Bridge having been used for the terrific purpose of exhibit-
ing the heads of such as were exccuted for High Treason,
which procured for it the name of Traitors’ Gate. You
will remember I have already proved that edifices were
standing upon London Bridge at a very early period;
and, were it required, here is an additional proof of it,
not to be disputed. Stow, when he is speaking of the
Towers upon the nggc, in his ¢ Survey,’ vol. i. pages
61 and 64, gives us not a word concerning their age, so
of that I must treat hereafter, when we come down to
the years in which they were repaired, or rebuilt ; and 1
will, therefore, here remark only, that tho heads were
at this time erected on a Tower at the North end, and
that they were not removed to the Southern extremity,
where they so long remained, until about the ycar 1679.

“ I am for your sake, my good friend, truly sorry that
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mty next notice of London Bridge must be another Pateut
Roll, of the 14th year of King Edward 11.,—1320,—
Part the First, Membrane the 19th ; but, it shows, at any
ratc, the state of the edifice in that year: and you will
find it referred to in Stow’s ‘Survey,’ vol. i. p. 60; in
Maitland’s ¢ History,” vol. i. p. 47 ; in the original Latin
in Hearne’s * Liber Niger,’ vol. i. p. ¥477 ; and in English
it ran as follows,

¢ ¢ Concerning the subsidies of the Messengers for the work of
the Bridge of Loudon, complaining to be admitted.

“¢The King té the Archhishops, Bishops, Abbots, Priors,
Rectors, and all other Ministers of the Holy Mother Church, to
whom these presents shall come,—grecting.  Sveing that, even
now, 8o many cvils,—not only in the loss ot goods, but that innu-
merable bodies of nien are in penl through the ruin of the
Bridge at London,—are likely soon to come to pase, if that they
should not be taken away: we, being willing to provide against
this kind of dangers, and to take cate of the public und private
interests, do desire you, when the keepers of the costly work of the
Bridge aforesaid, or their messengers, whom wo undertake speeially
to protect and d(fend shall come to collect every where thronghout
your Diocescs, Rectorics, or any other of your Junsdlctlons, aids for
the said work from the pious and the devout, you do, in friendship,
admit them, from the contemplation of God, the regard of charity,
and for evidence of devotiou in this matter : mlmitting them to ex-
cito the pooplo by their pious persuasions, and charitably to invoke
the assistance of their alins for the reparation of the Bridge afore-
said, Not briuging upon them, nor permitting to be brought upon
them, any injurics, molestations, damage, impediment, or gricvance.
And if any thing shall have been forfeited by them, amends shall
be made without delay.  In testimonial of which, &c. Witness
the Kiug, at Lungele, tho- Thirtcenth day of August.’

“ A much more curious inst nt than this, how-
ever, is recorded on the Patent ll;:ﬁ: of the 17th Year of
Edward 1I.,—1323,—Part the Sccond, Membranec 9;
inasmuch as it particularises several parts of the Bridge
property in the ancient Stocks Market, of which we
should now be without the knowledge, if it bad not been
for the careful enumeration of them which is here con-
tained. You will see, that this confirmatory instrument
has particular reference to onc which I have already
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reliearsed to you, and that it is of that kind, commonly
called an Iuspeximus, from the Latin word used in their
commencement, meaning, ¢ we have scen,” beeanse the
words of the original ('harter are there repeated. This
Patent is entitled ¢ For the Keepers of the Bridge of
London;’ the original Latin may be scen on p. *482 of
Hearne's ¢ Liber Niger,” vol i.; and the English of it
runs in the following terms:

¢« The Kiug to all to whom, &c. greeting. We have seen u Charter
belonging to the Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty of the City
of Loundon, written in these words :—¢ To all the faithful in Christ
to whom these present letters shall come, IMumo de Chiggewell,
Mayor, the Aldermen, and the whole Commonalty of the City of
London, grecting :* Know ye that as the J.ord Edward, formerly
King of England, of famous memory, father of our Lord the King
that now is, in the tenth year of his reign, granted for himself and
his heits, to Henry le Waleys, then Mayor, and the Commonalty of
the City aforesaid, that those places contiguous to the wull of the
burial place of the Church of Wolchurch, on the North part of
the Parish of the same Church, should be built upon and rented
for the support of the Bridge of London, according as they should
sce to be expedient for their commodity, aud that of this great
City; and that the said places, so built upon aud gented, should be
held by themselves, and their heirs, for the suppoit of the Bridge
aforcsmid, for ever, cven as in the aforesaid letiers is fully con-
tained. And the lefore-mentioned Ienry, the Mayor, and the
Commonalty of the City aforesaidy for the conunon profit of their
City, have built and construeted that house upon the places aforo-
gaid, and have called it the Stokkes, and they have ordained the
same for the Butchers und Fishmongers sclling therein, as ina place
sftuated newrly in the midst of the Clity; and the rents from the
stulle are assigned for the increasing and support of the aforesaid
Bridge. For the Stallgef the Butchers and of the Fishmongers,
may not be permitted, excepling, numely, in the brond way of
. Bridge Strect, of Kast Cheap, and in the way of Old Fish Street,
and the Butcher Row on the West, in the Parish of St. Nicholas ;
even as it was ancioutly accustomed to be, according to tho ordi-
nance and disposal of the aforesaid ITenry, and the then Common
Council of the City aforesaid, as iu this part we have seen fully to
be preserved : at which time the Butehers and Fishmongers sold
their flesh and fish in the same, and in nonc other of the conti-
guous places and ncighbowrhoods, excepting the strects before
mentioned, and the rents of the eaid stulls wore carried to the
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keepers of the said Bridge, who, for a time, returned them in aid
of the support of the said Bridge. But we, tho aforesaid Mayor
and Aldermen, lately receiving the complaint of John Sterie and
Roger Atte.Wynne, Keepers of the Bridge aforesaid, that the
Butchers and Fishmongers of the City aforessid, who ought to
stand to sell their flesh and fish in the place aforesaid, have
accustomed themsclves to diminish the rents of the aforesaid, con-
triving another stall for sclling their flesh and fish, at the top of
King Street, and in other contiguous places and neighbourhoods
without the house aforesaid, that such persous for stalls existing
within the house aforcsuid, pay nothing, against the ordinance in
this article formerly provided ; and by their own authority they
bave prepared, and have sold their flesh and fish ; by which the
rents aforesaid, on which, in great part, the maintenance of the
aforesaid Bridge exists, will be imnmensely reduced.  Upon which
the said keepers supplicate us for their remedy, to be by us ap-
plied. And we having considered this, whether that such kinds of
sules may any longer be tolerated in the Bridge aforesaid, and in
the aforesaid City, as, to all crossing by that Bridge, peril and
damage may mamfestly happen : und also this, that our Lord the
King, by his writ, hath given it in command, that those things
which in the premises ave least according to custom, and npainst
the aforesaid ordinance, should be attempted to be corrected and
amended, and in their original state rebuilt,—we should build.
And being willing to provide again<t such kinds of damages and
perils, and to be obedient in all things fo the commands of our
Lord aforesaid, we have cansed to Le ealled before us the Butchers
and Fishmongers aforesaid, and also those that bave sold their
fleeh and fish in other contiguens places and neighbourhoods, with-
out the house aforesaid, against the aforcsaid ordinance ; and in
the disrourse which we have held, there was nothing which they
have said in this matter, ner have known to be said, by which the
snid ordinance ought to be invalidated, but they have petitioned
that the ordunce and agreement formerly made in this article
might be observed.  'We thereforo looked at the ordinance for this
kind of sules, and the ancicnt customs, and saw the agreement of
the aforesaid ITenry le Waleys, then Mayor, concerning this kind
of wales, made and ordained by the consent of the whole Com.
moualty ; and by our general consent, and that of the whole
Commonalty aforesaid, we have agreed, nnd granted, that the
aforerid ancient ordinances and agrecments concerning this kind
of sules, he, for the futurc, fitmly and permanently established :
so that if any shall have offended, or have spoken ogninst the afore.
snid ancient ordinances and. customs, they shall, firstly, lose the
thing cxposed for sale ; and,secondly, they shall lose the liberty of
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the nforesfid City, according to the laws and customs of the same
Citv, as hath been anciently secustomed to be done,  Aud because
it is uscful that we revolve cxcellent things which are departed,
and ancient things lying obscured to lead into light, that by the
same the mewmory of perishable matters may e 1ccalled to seuse,
and offenders themselves be made to abstain from evil actions on
account of their perpetnal memory, for the strengthening of these
presents we have caused to be attached to them the Common Seal
of our City aforesnid, under the custody of the aforesaid keepers,
and of the suceeeding heepere, who, for the time, have been, and
me for ever to be preserved.  Given in Guildhall, London, before
the Mayor, Aldermen, and Commonalty aforesaid, on Saturday
next after the Feast of Saint Valentine,”—February the T4th,—
¢in the seventeenth Year of the reign of King Edward the son of
King Edward.—We have also granted und coufirmed the ordi-
nances, Agrecments, contracts, and grants aforesaid, and all othet

things contained in the aforesaid writing, having cst.nbllalwd and
acknowledged them for us und our heirs, so much as in us licy,
as the aforesaid writing may fainly witness. In testimony of which,

&c. Witness the King, at the Tower of Loudon, the 16tk day of
June. For a fine of ten marks :'—that is to say the sum of
£6. 13s. 4d.

¢ Before entering upon the tumultuons reign of Richard
I1., I must observe to you, Mr. Barbican, that in thes
Patent Roll for the 42nd of Edward I11.—1368,—
Membrane 21, there is a sort of memorandum of a
transfer of a piece of ground from the Friars Minors for
the support of London Bridge, the title of which is
couched in the following terms: ¢ The Guardians of the
Friars Minors of London remit fof ever o the Mayor,
&e¢. of London, one portion of land on the Sputhern side
of the (,hurch within Newgate, in London, for the
support’ of the Bridge at London, they giving for the
same, to the Abbot of Westminster, the sum of four
shillings, the which is contained in divers covenants:
the King hath confirmed it.’

“ Well!” said I to Mr. Postern, on his conclusion of
these Patents,  chis succession of your dull and never-
ending Charters would weary the patience of the most
phlegmatic Dutch Lawycr that ever studied at Leyden.
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Come there any more of them, my honest fréend ? or
may we yct look out for land, after so long tossing in the
wide sea of the Tower Records ?”

“ Tranquillise your perturbed feclings, my good Sir,”
replicd Mr. Barnaby, ¢ for we arc now drawing very
rapidly towards that time, when we can give only mere
facts, and descriptive scenes of history, unsupported by
any of those curious and unquestionable proofs which
these evidences furnish. Not but that there are, doubt-
less, yet many scores of most intcresting papers and
Charters concerning this Bridge, preserved in the Close
Rolls, the ¢ Rotuli Chartarum,” the Patent Rolls, and
the vast body of the Records of this kingdom : but life
is too short, and the search would be too long, to discover
them all; though I would, for your sake, that I knew
them better, and could delight your cars with their
recital.”

“ God forbid ! Mr. Postern,” cjaculated 1, ¢ that you
should bestow all your tediousness upon me! for truly,
from that which you have recited, I have some concep-
téop of what the whole must be; and I would rather
entreat you now to pass on to some of those same  facts,
and descriptive scenes of history,” which you seem to
undervalue so much, beeause they do not drag a weari-
some Patent Roll after them. Therefore once more,
Master Barnaby, I say, pive me a tale.”

“ Well,” rcturncd he, “as we have now arrived at
rather an cventful period, perhaps you will hegin to be
more gratified ; and here let me remark that the gate of
London Bridge heing so advantageous, as well as so
immediate, an entrance into the very heart of the City,
was too often the favourite passage by which the rebels
of ancient days marched into the bowels of our hapless
land. I have already given you one instance of this, in
speaking of the Baronial Wars of the days of King
Henry IIL; and now, when we have arrived at the
Year 1381, the 5th eof Richard 1I., we find another
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melanchgly instance of it in the insurrection of Wat
Tyler. Stow notices this but very slightly in his
¢ Survey,” vol. i. p. G1: though, in his ¢ Annals, to
which he there refers, p. 283, he gives a much
more full account of their proceedings on Loundon
Bridge, taken chiefly from the ¢ Chronicle’ of Thomas
Walsingham, a native of Norfolk, and a Monk of St.
Albans Abbey, who lived in the time of Henry V1., and
died in 1440; his history commencing at the end of the
reign of King Henry 111, His principal work, entitled
¢Chronica Thoms Walsingham, quondam Monachi Sancti
Albani,” will be found in William Camden’s ¢ Anglica,
Normannica, Hibernica, Cambrica, a Veteribus Seripta,’
Frankfurt, 1603, fol.; where, on p. 249 you will find his
account of it; but, however, we'll take the English one
of old Stow, {from the page which I have already cited.
O which day,’ says he, meaning Thursday, the Fenst of
Corpus Chvisti,—o1 June the 13th,— also in the morning, the
Commions of Kent brake downe the stew-houses neare to Loudon
Bridge, at that timie in the hands of the frones of Flanders, who
had farmed them of the Mayor of London. After which, they
went to London Biidge, in bope to have entred the (mv bat
the Maior,'—the famous St Williin Walworth, You rummbcr,
¢ comming thither before, fortified the place, caused the Bridge to
be dmwne vp, and fastened a great chaine of yron o crosse, to
restraine their entry. Then the Commons of Surrey, who wero
risen with other, cricd to the Wurdens of the Bridge to let it
downo, whereby they meught passe, or else they would destroy
them all, whereby they were construned for foure to let it down,
and give ’them cntry, at which time the religions present,”— perhaps
he mcans the Brethren of the Bridge,—* were earnest in proces-
sion and prayer for peace.’

As this fragment of History brought to my recollection
a point of Heraldical inquiry, which I had long considered,
I here interrupted my visitor in the following words.

1 cannot, Mr, Barnaby Postern, turn from the days
of that most noworious rchel, Wat Tyler, without bricfly
noticing the dispute concerning the Armorial Ensigns of
our goodly City, which claim to have had an honourable
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augmentation arising from the gallantry of the Lord
Mayor of that period. If rhyme might pass for reason
and argument, we should then be assured of the origin
of the City’s Dagger, from the evidence afforded by those
verses, which are inscribed heneath Walwartly's effigy in
the Fishmongers' Hall, above us; and which run—
¢ Brave Walwortli, Knight, Lord Mayor, yet slew
Rebellions Thler in his alarmes §
The King therefore did give in lien
The dagger to the City’s Arms,

In the fourth Year of Richard I1., Anuo Dowini 1381.’

¢ This, however, can stgnd for nothing, and the
arguments for, and against, the popular reason for the
introduction of the weapon, are best learned from the
ancient English Chronicles and Historians of London.
The principul Authors who assert that King Richard
added the Dagger to conunemorate the loyal valour of
Walworth, are Richard Grafton, in his ¢ Chronicle at
large, and meere History of the Affayres of Englande, and
‘Kinges of the same,” London, 1569, fol., p. 340; in the
Margin: Raphael’ Holinshed, in his ¢ Chronicles of
England, Scotland, and Ircland,’ London, 1586, vol. ii.
p- 436: John Speed, in his ¢ Theatre of the Empire of
Great Britaine,” London, 1611, fol., vol. ii., p. 596; and
Sir Richard Baker, in his ¢ Chronicle of the Kings of
England,” London, 1733, fol., p. 140,

¢ Such are the asscertors of this very common legend ;
and the evidence agaiust it, is given, firstly by old Stow,
in his “Survey,’ vol. i. p. 500, at that part of it where he
is treating of Walworth’s Monument, in the Church of
St. Michacl, Crooked Lane. He there states, you know,
that, in the fourth Year of King Richard JI.,— 1380,—
it. was determined, in a Court of” the Aldermen and
Common Council of the City, that the old seal of the
Mayoralty of London should be destroyed, and a new
one, eugraven with gréater skill, then be provided. . The
devico upon the new seal consisted of the cffigics of
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the Saints Peter and Paul, with-the Blessed-Virgin above
them, supported between two Angels, under as many
tabernacles. Bencath the feet of the Saints werc the
Armorial Ensigns of the City, supported by two Lions,
‘and two Serjeants at Arms. Now, Stow.s dcductions
from this fact are, firstly, that as the Mayor is not called
by any title of Knighthood in this Seal, it was made
before he received that dignity, and, therefore, before his
gallant action in Smithfield, or, the augmentation cowld
- have been made to the City Arms.  Sccondly, he argues,
that the Arms were the same in the old seal as in the
new, and ‘that consequently, the weapon was not the
dagger .of Walworth, but ghe sword of St. Paul; for
when the turbulent Robert Fitz-Walter was Banner~
bearer to the City of Londen, his standard was red,
chafiged with the image of,St. Padl ih gold, holding-a
sword, which, together with the head, bands, amd fect of
the effjgy, was silver. These particulars you will alse
find in Stow’s ¢ Survey, vol. i. p. 65; and such is the
sttempt of this worthy historian to prove the weapon to
have been the sword of St. Paul’s MErtyrdom, at Aque
Salvie, on the 29th of June, . n. 6. Now, since thgt.
holy Martyr is oftentimes called, by the more ancient
writers, * the titularic patron of London,’ and sips#* he¥
jefest metropolitan fane was, so early as 610, dedicated
to his ever-fragrant memory, there is nothing impossible, "
or even unlikely, in all this: and thatgt should have.
*heen so, certainly arises from thé circumstance that
¢ Paul preached in the Islande of Bijtaing, yhich#cannot
be gloubted; secing both Sop qu'xgius,al’atrip’cha. of
Jernsalem, and Theodoret, an ancient Doctor of the
ghvrche; affirme aud gpprove the same, sayingthat
ishers, Publicans, fnd th® Tent-maker, — St. Bawd, sce.-
A xviii. 3,~ which brought the evangglical light unto-
nations, revealed the same untodh%rimines.' -
%™ he only authority adduced Yy Stow for the supt :
port ®f his-novgl hypothesis concerfing the Dagger of: -
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London, is a Manuscript preserved in the City Chamber,
and called ¢ Liber Dunthorne,’ from William Dunthorne,
the name of its author. It is, in form, a large folio
volume, written in a very fair, small, black law text, on
vellum ; and its contents are ancient Civic Laws, com-
mencing with the series of the City Charters, in the first
of which, granted by William 1., the initial Y contains
an illumination of the effigy of St. Paul, as already
described. 1 will add only, that this venerable register is
bhound in wood, covered with rough calf leather, and
garnished with brass hosses and clasps, now black with
age; whilst on the cover, under a plate of horn, sur-
rounded by a metal frame, is a picce of parchment bear-
ing the name ¢ Dvnthorne.’

¢ Notwithstanding, however, that the effigy of the
most glorious Apostle St. Paul might he advanced iuto
the banner of London, 1 think it still probable that the
ancient Civie Avmorial Ensigns were a White Shield
bearing a Red Cross, having the first quarter either
uncharged, or charged, as a distinction from the multi-
tudes of placgs ahd persons which adopted the same
insignia. For you may observe, that the Cross was
anciently and commonly used by all Christians as their
badge ; some Heralds deriving its introduction from the
Emperor Constantine the Great, and others from so holy
a person as Joseph, the Son of Joseph of Arimathea; who
being the first preacher of Christianity in Britain, when
dying, drew with his own blood a red cross on a white
banner, and promised victory to its followers, whilst they
continued in the Christian faith. There is also wuch
mysticul meaning in this plain, yct noble ensign; for
¢ the white shielde,’ says a very ancient and interesting
author, ¢ betokeneth purcncs*of life, and the crosse,-the
‘bludd that Christ shed fos us, his especialle people of
Englande.’—¢ King Arthur,” too, says John Bossewell, in
his very rare and curious ¢ Workes of Armorie,” London,
1697, small 4to, Part 2; p. 22a, ¢ that mightic Con-



130 CHRONICLES OF [a. p.

querour and worthie, had so great affection and louc to
this signe, that he left his Armes which he bare before,
and assumpted, or tooke to his Armes, as proper to his
desirce, a ('rosse siluer, in a field vert; and on the first
quarter thercof, was figured an Image of our d.ady, with
her Sonne in her Armes. And bearing that signe, he did
many maruciles in Armes, as in his hooks of Acts and
valiant Conquests are remembred.  Thus,” adds he, ¢ in
olde time it may he perccived what Princes thought of
the Crosse.” Now, without believing this origin to its
utmost extent, we may nevertheless learn theveby, of how
great antiquity is the beaving of that most honourable
Ordinary ; ¢ whose godly obhservation,’ says John Guillim,
in his ¢ Display of Heraldry,” best cdition, by James
Coats, London, 1724, fol. p. 51, ¢ was in great use in the
primitive Church; though. in later times, it hath Leen
dishonourably entertained by two kinds of fantastics ; the
one, who so superstitiously doat on it that they adore it
like their God ; the other, who so unchiistianly detest it,
that they slander the most godly and ancient use thereof
in our first initiating unto Christ, ay it' it were some devil-
ish idol. But the true soldiers of such a captain, need
not to be ashamed to bear his cusign.’

“ There is also yet another historical reason given why
the Red Cross of St. George should he so often adopted
in England ; for it is rclated, that when Robert, Duke of
Normandy, the son of our King William L., was prosecut-
ing hiy victorics against the Turks. and laying sicge to the
famous city of Antioch, a.n. 1098, it was almost relieved
by a considerable army of Saracens. In this difficulty
there appearcd the beatific vision of St. Demetrius, St.
Mercurius, and St. George, coming down from the moun-
tains of Syria ; the latter heing clothed entirely in white,
and bearing a Red Cross on his banner, and at the bead-
of an innumecrable rcinforcement; which miraculous
interference, not only reanimated the Christians, but also
caused the infidels to fly, and* the Crusaders to possess
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themselves of the City. This legend is related by Mat-
thew Paris, a Monk of St. Alhans, in the 13th century,
in his ¢ Historia Major,’ Paris, 1644, fol. p. 29: and it
conscquently made St. George to become exccedingly
famous at that time ; and to he estcemed a patron, not of
the English only, but of Christianity itself.

“ 86 much, Mr. Barnaby, for the use of the Cross in
our City Arms; and as to the distinction borne in the
first «quarter, there are some who hold the helicf that the
Roman letter L once occupicd the place of the sword.
This story appears to have originated with a Mr. William
Smith, a merchant of Lendon, who was created Rouge
Dragon Pursuivant of Arms, on October 22, 1597, As
he had travelled much on the Continent, and * was
honest, of a quict conversation, and well-languaged,’ the
Officers of the Heralds' College solicited to have him
joined to their society ; and it was from the reminiscences
of his former travels, that he was enabled to state the
following particulars conecrning the original distinetion
attached to the City Arms, wherein he opposes the hypo-
thesis of Stuw.—* The Auncient Armes of the Cittic of
London, as they stand in (the uppermost North Window
of) our Lady Church at Andwerp, in which Church
windowes stand the effigies of King Edward the Third,
and all his children ; with most of the Armes of the Cor-
porate Townes of Englar1 at that tyme ; and this stand-
cth first, and hath an ould Roman Lin the first quarter,
which John Stowe tooke in an ould scale which he had
seene, for a sword, afferminge therehy that it was the
Sworde of St. Paule, patron of the said Cittie : whereby
he constantly affermed that they had aunciently soc
borne it, and that it was no reward giuen by King
Richard the Second, as our Chronicles reporte, for the
seruice done in Smythficcld*against Watt Tyler y° Re-
bell, by William Wallworth, Maior of London, whoe
slewe the said Tyler with his dagger; in memory whereof,
sny they, the dagger was "added to the Cittic’s Armes.

K2
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This passage you will find in two ancient Manuscript
copies of Heraldical Collections for London, in the ITar-
leian Library, No. 1464, p. 1; and No. 1349, p. 2b;
attended by sketches of the ancient and modern bearings,
drawn in pen and ink, technically called ¢ Tricks of
Arms.” This same story, told in the very same words,
with two rude sketches of the Arms in the margin, is also
to be found in onc of Philpott’s Manuscripts, in the
Library at the Heralds” College, marked P b. No. 22,
p- 10a; where it is written on paper, in an ancient run-
ning hand, about the year 1602; and, what is extremely
singular, there does not appear to he any other entry of
the City Arms in the hooks of that Office.

¢ Notwithstanding, however, as Strype tells us, in his
most interesting ¢ Life of John Stow.” prefixed to his
¢ Survey.” vol. i., p. 15, that the worthy old C'itizen, and
Master Rouge Dragon, were well acquainted, and com-
municated their labours to each other, yet he says also,
that Stow would not he persuaded coneerning the Dutch
blazon of the London Arms, but affirmed them to have
been always the same. T have but two pther proofs to
bring forward concerning these hearings ; and then 1 will
no longer trespass upon your long-tried patience, but
return back with all speed to our memorabilia of London
Bridge.

“ The first of these is, that in Mr. J. B. Nichols's
¢ Brief Account of the Guildhall of the City of London,
London, 1819, 8vo, we are told, at p. 34, that in the
Eastern Crypt of that building, the groinings of the roof
meet in bosses carved with Armorial Ensigns; some
being those of King Kdward the (‘onfessor, and others
thosc of the City of London. ¢ [t is worthy of remark,’
adds the Author of this volume, in the same place, ¢ that
the Arms of Loundon represeated in the bosses on the side
aisles have the dagger, while all those in the centre aisle
are without it.” I will make no other commentary upon
this, than, that part of the ¢rypt is said to have been
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built antecedent to the reign of King Richard IL., or,
probably, formed part of the ancient Guildhall, erceted,
as some suppose, in 1189 ; the present building being
commenced, as Stow tells us in his ¢ Survey,” vol. L. p.
558, in 1411, during the reign of Henry IV, The last
evidence which I have to citc on this subject, is a small,
but rare tract in the British Muscum, entitled, ¢ The
Citic’s Advocate in this Case, or Question of Honour and
Armes ; whether Apprenticeship extinguisheth Gentry 2’
London, 1629, 4to. The Author of this volume is sup-
posed to have heen that John Philipot, or Philpott,
whom I before mentioned, who was ereated Somerset
Herald, on July the 8th, 1624, and who dicd on the 25th
of November, 1645. 1le engraves hoth the hanner of
St. Paul, supported by an efligv of Robert Fitz-Walter,
and the arms as they are now horne, for the Ensigns of
London ; and states that they were ¢ a copy of that which
an old imperfeet Jarger volume at the Office of Arines
containcth. He cites this record in proof of Stow’s
veracity in explaining the weapon to signify the Sword
of St. PPaul ; and adds that his effigy as ¢ titularie patron
of London, aduanced itsclf into the standard, and upon
the shield were those well-known armories of the crosse
and weapon.” It is, perhaps, ahnost unworthy of men-
tion, that Kdward Hatton, in his¢ New View of London,
London, 1708, 8vo, vel. i, in the inseription to the
frontispicce representing the City Arms, blazons them
¢ Argent, a Gross Gules: on y© Tst quarter a sword (by
some falsely ealled y' of St. Paul, by others y* dagger of
Sr. Wm. Walworth ; but T take it to represent y' of
Justice) of y* 2nd " this idea, however, is without the
slightest support cither in reason, history, rescarch, or
heraldry. Such is the chicf evidence now extant con-
cerning our Civie Ensigrs, which you will find very
fully and wittily considered, by a learned and facctious
gentleman, an intimate of mine, in a paper signed R. 8.,
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printed in a periodical of much merit, entitled the ¢ New
European Magazine,” vol. iv., May, 1824, pp. 397—401.

¢ Mr. Barnaby Postern,” said 1, as I concluded this
discourse on our Civie Heraldry, ¢ 1 have spoken some-
what at length on this subject, partly on account of its
great interest, and partly because you ever and anon
remind me of the sentiment uttered by that talkative
knave, Gratiano, in the * Merchant of Venice;” who
says,—

* Well! keep mae company but two yenrs more,
Thou shalt not know the sound of thine own tongue !’

But, as we have now gotten through our wanderings for
the present, let me recall to your mind that our Bridge
history was brought down to the period when -

“To the time,” interrupted the Antiquary, * when
the prompt courage and prudence of the youthful Richard,
after the death of the rebel Tyler, the valour of the
fumous Henry Spencer, Bishop of Norwich, and the
united efforts of the King’s Armies and Councils, had
suceeeded in putting an end to one of the most extensive
and dangerous insurrcctions ever known, in England.
During these turbulent times at home, the King's Am-
bassadors abroad had heen vainly endcavouring to nego-
ciate a marriage hetween their Sovereign, and a daughter
of the Duke of Milan. Ou the failure of which negocia-~
tion, he demanded the hand of Anne of Luxcmburg,
daughter of the Emperor Charles IV., and sister to
Woenceslaus, Emperor and King of Bohemia ; with whom,
on May the 2d, 1381, his marriage was formally con-
cluded at Nuremburg. I mention this only te remind
you, to whom the Pageants were presented which I shall
very speedily have to notice.  Before, however, that we
arrive at any events so entertaining as these, I must men-
tion some other circumstancesg and repeat to you another
extract from a Patent Roll concerning the appointment
of a Gate-Keeper to London Bridge, recorded in the
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cighth year of King Richard 11., 4. n. 1385, Membrane
the 22d. Tt is addressed, ¢ For Walter Fesecock, and
in English runs in the following termns; the original
Latin being printed in Hcame's ¢ Liber Niger,’ vol. i.,
p. *486.

“¢The King to all to whom these presents shall comne,—
arceting.  Know ye, thut of our special grace, and for the good
service of our beloved Walter Fesacock, ouc of our Bargemen, we
grant to the came Walter, for as much as in us lieth, the Office of
Gatckeeper of the Bridge of our City of London; he being near to
us, and payving to us a price not execeding thirteen shillings and
four peners by the year: that is to say, he is to have the sud
office, with the pofits belonging thereto, for the term of his life ;
in the manner that John Chese, deceased, had the office aforesaid,
by the grant of our most dear Lord and gandfather deceased.  In
testimony of which thing, Witness the King, at Westminster, on
the cighth day of Aprl. By Wit of Privy Seal.’

“ I am next, Mr. Geoffrey Barbican, to speak of a
famous action on Londun Bridge, which most authors who
have written the history of that edifice, place five or six,
and some even cight, years later, thau it really happened;
which I cannot jmagine to have arisen from any other
cause, than tlfat of their carclessly following cach other,
or clse copying Stow, in his ¢ Survey,’ p. 61, without
turning to the original ancient Author, whom he cites in
the margin of his ¢ Annals,” pp. 312, 313, as his authority
for the fact. This memorable exhibition was a solemn
Justing hetween an English and a Scottish Knight, as a
display of the valour of their different countries ; which
was Leld on St. George’s day, the 23d of April, 1390 ;
and not, as Stow has most unaccountably stated, in the
works which I have quoted, cither in 1395 or 1396.
The authorities with which I shall support my argument,
are ancient, and some of them even contemporary ; but
we will first relate the plain story from the clegant Latin
of Hector Boethms, a Scottish Historian, who was horn
at Dundee in 1470 : the best edition of whose ¢ Scotorum
Historim’ is that priuted,at Paris in folio, 1575 ; where,
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on p. 335 h, the passage commencing ¢ Durante inter
Anglos Scotosque pace publica,’ is, in English, te the
following cffect.

* ¢ During the general peace between the Seots and the English,

many of the English, who were of Kuightly rank, and who excelled
in wilitary nits and prowess, frequented Scotland, and there also
‘rame many Scots into England ; producing, en both parts, many
honouruble tournaments, to which mutual challenges were pub-
lished.  Of these feats, the most worthy of memory was acconnted
that vietory on Loudon Bridge, by David Limdesay, farl of Ciaw-
furd. An Englishman, the Lord Wells, was then the embassador
of King Richard, in Scotlind, and was attending at a solemn
banquet, where many persons, both Scots and English, were
discoursing upon courage and arms,  * Away with this stiife of
words,” gaid the Fnglishman; ¢ whoever wonld experience the
valour of the.English, let his name be declured, and also a time
and place be appointed, wherever ye kst, for a single passage of
arios, and T am ready. I eall on thee,” said he to David, * who
has spent many words against e, and thou shalt have to just with
me rather than all the rest,) ¢ Yea, truly,” said David, ¢and T
will do it blythely, if thou canst briug the King to consent to it.”
The King agreeing, the Englishman made choice of the place, and,
because it should be i another country, he selected London
Bridge : David named the time, the holy St. George's day,
beeanse he was the chief patron of soldiers.  Theenpon the Lord
Wells returned to Loudon, and David provided himself with aims,
as well as he might. As the day was approaching, he made a journey
with thitty-two persons in his train, immediately to Loudon,’—
thiz, however, is an error, for there were but twenty-nine in all,
us I shall presently show,—¢ coming to King Richatd, who 1eceived
them with great honour.’

“ Of the actual time when Sir David Lindsay came to
England to engage in this passage of arms, we have the
most authentic proof, in the original writs grant® for
his safe-conduct, which are yct extant in that intcresting
body of Scots Records, cntitled ¢ Rotuli Scotiw,” or the
Rolls of Scotland.  These invaluable historical documents
contain,—says the Rev. Thomas Iartwell Torne, in his
excellent notices of them attiched to the printed copies,
published by the Commissioners of the Public Records,
Londpn, 1819, fol,, vol. ii. p. 7,—* an important collec-
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tion of Records, illustrative of the Political Transactions
between England and Scotland.” They commence with
the nineteeuth year of King Edward 1.,—a. n. 1290,—
and terminate with the cighth year of King Henry V1II.
~151G. With the exception of two Rolls of 1339 and
1360, the 13th and 34th of Kdward III., which are in
the Chapter House at Westminster, all the remainder
are deposited in the Wakefield Tower, in the Tower of
London. 'The character in which they are written, of
course, varies according to the different reigns, but it is,
in general, a small and clear current court-hand, with a
moderate proportion of contractions ; and their contents
are composed of Treaties, Ransoms, Attainders, Grants,
Licenses, and Passes of Safe Conduct for persons during
war, some of which I am ahout to mention to yom, as
heing proof of the Justing on London Bridge, in 1390.
In the Second Volume then of the printed ¢ Rotuli $Sco-
tiae,*p. 108, col. T; or on Membrane 3 of the original
Roll of the 18th of Richard I1.,—1389-90, vou will find
the first of these instruments, a translation of which runs
thus: .

¢ ¢ Safe-conduet for David de Tyndesey, Knight, for the duel to
be fought with John de Welles,

¢ The King to all and singular, onr Sherifls, Mayors, Bailiffs,
Ministers, and farthful subjects. within and without our liberties,
to whom these present letters shall come, Gieeting.  Know ye,
that heeause oia Beloved and fathful Jolin de Welles,—for the
perfecting of a certam Passage of Arms within our Kmgdom of
LEngland, agamst David de Lyndeseye, of Seotland, Knight, as he
appears to have been ealummiated by the said David,—he is peti-
tiouer to us for the sccuity of the said David, with his fullowers
and servants coming into our Kingdom aforesaid, for the cause
aforesaid, and prwiously to provide for their remaining here, and
returning again to their own country.  We therefore, incliued at
the supplication and wigent request of our liegemen who ave at tl'lis
tinie assisting to us, do undertake for the cominyg of the said D_awd,
with twenty and nine persons of his company and retinve,
in armour, David himself being in the said number, and twelve
other Kuights, with their Fsquires, Varlets, and Pages al.lo ac-
connted, and with thirty hores, iuto our kingdom aforesaid, for
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the completing of the aforesaid Passage of Arms with the said
John, from the sixth duy of May next approaching 5 for the coming
of the same, and for their cause of remaining, and for their voing
out and returning to ther own parts : nevertheless upon condition,
that if any of the aforesaid who may be outlaws to us or our king-
dom, shall prescat themselves in our Kingdom aforesaid, under the
colour and protection of the company of David, they shall not
enter nor remain in our safe and sccure conduct.  We will also,
that the said David be «ufficiently armed for himself: with
trusses "—most probably couchies, o1 beds—* for himsclf, and also
during the completing of the Pussage of Arms atuiesaid, to carry,
conduct, and have <uch with him, to be used for him upon any
attack.  Aud therefore we command you, aud all of you whatso-
ever, that the said David, with his men, arms, and horses afore-
said, with all thair harress coming iuto our Kingdom aforesaid, in the
manuer and for the cause aforesaid, is in 1emaining here, and in re-
turning to his own country, to be in fuendship, protection, and de-
fence ; not bringing npon them, nor penmitting to be brouglt upon
them, any injury. molestatjon, dafage, or grievance. Tn testimony
of whicli, this shiall last from the first day of Apnl next to come,
for the two months then immediately following ; to be accounted
from the first day of the same¢  Wituess the King, @t Westmmster,
the twenty-sccond day of January, By Letter of Privy Seal.?

“ And now, Sir, let us suppose the parapet of London
Bridge decorated with rich hangiigs of tapestry and
cloth of gold, such as we know it was customary to
adorn those edifices with on occasions of rejoicing and
triumph, The lists for a Justing, you remember, were
sixty paces in length, by forty in breadth, but as the
whole width of the Bridge was hut forty fect, this rule,
though made by Thomas, Duke of Gloucester, Uncle to
Richard 11., the King in whose reign we now are, must
have been dispensed with ; for, estimating the pace at
two feet and a half, the measurement amounts to 150
feet by 100. The ground within the lists was to be
paved with large stones, hard, level, and firm; and the
entrances, which were commonly erected East and West,
were to be fenced with bars, seven feet, or more, in height,
that a horse might not be able to leap over them. At
either end of the lists were ecrected the tents of the
tilters, having their shiclds suspended over the entrances;
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which it was also customary to hang up at the windows
of the houses where they lodged, at once to denote their
residence, and to declare their Knightly intentions.  We
find, however, in that very curious and sumptuous work
by Dr. Samuel Rush Meyrick, entitled, ¢ A Critical
Enquiry into Ancient Armour,” London, 1824, fol.; vol.
ii. p. 59, Note, that he supposes that the lists for this
Justing upon London Bridge, were without the centre
paling between the Knights, called, in France, the double
Lists, because, he imagines, one of the chamnpions was
overthrown by the concussion of their steeds.

“We will, however, now return to the account of this
Justing given by Bocthius: ¢ When the day of battle
was come,” continues he, ¢ both parties being armed, were
most honourably conducted to the Bridge, which was
filled in all parts with noble spectators, with whom
Richard was scated in an eminent place ; though a great
concourse of the common people also was collected, ex-
cited by the novelty of the event, and the fame of the
champions. The signal being given, tearing their barbed
horses with their spurs, they rushed hastily together with
a mighty force, and with square-ground spears, to the
conflict. Neither party was moved by the vehement
impulsc and breaking of the spears ; so that the common
people affected to cry out that David was bound to the
saddle of his horse, contrary to the law of arms, because
he sat unmoved, amidst the splintering of the lances on
his helmet and visage. When Earl David heard this, he
presently leaped off his charger; and then as quickly
vaulted again upon his back without any assistance ; and,
taking a sccond hasty course, the spears were a second
time shivered by the shock, through their burning desire
to conquer. And now g third time were thesc valorous
cuemies stretched out and aunning together: but then
the English Knight was cast down breathless to the
carth, with great sounds of mourning from his country-
men that he was killed.* Earl David, when victory
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appeared, hastened to leap suddenly to the ground; for
he had fought without anger, and but for glory, that he
might show himself to be the strongest of the champions,
and casting himself upon Lord Wells, tenderly emhraced
hin until he revived, and the surgeon came to attend
him. Nor, after this, did he omit one day to visit.him
in the gentlest manner during his sickness, even like the
most courteous companion. He remained in England
three months by the King's desire, and there was not
one person of nobility who was not well-affected towards
him.

“ This extended residence of Sir David Lindsay in
England, is also proved hy a rencwal of his safe-conduct
which was granted him in the following terms ; the ori-
ginal instrument being recorded on Membrane 3 of the
Roll for the Year alrendy mentioned ; aud a copy is
inserted on p. 104, col. 1, of the printed editivn of the
¢ Rotuli Scotiae.’

¢ ¢ Renewal of the Safe Conduct of David de Lyndeseye, Knight.

¢ The Kiug to ull and singular the Sheriffs, Mayors, Bailids, Officers,
and our faithful subjects within and without our hbetties, to whom
these present letters shall come, Greeting.,  Know ye, that David
de Lyndeseye of Scotland, Knight, hath lutely come, by authority
of our safe conduct into our Kingdom, for the perfecting of some
certain passages of arms within the <ame, with nine and twenty
persons in his company and retinue, David himself being of their
nuber; and because he yet appears in our said Kingdom, and
purposes for a short space of tilue to remain and continue within
our Kingdom, some certain impediment and affaivs of great iwport-
ance touching his own person being in the mean while to be con-
cluded: We, at the immediate request of David himself, to whom
we are at this time graciously inclined, do undertake for the re-
maining of the said David, with the aforcsaid twenty and nine
persons of his society and retinue, David himsclf being accounted
of their number, with their horses and harness, for the matter
aforesaid ; and afterwards for their returning into their own parts
under our safe and sccure condugt. Nevertheless, npon condition
that if any traitors to us or our Kingdom, or any outlaws from tho
same, present them in our Kingdom under pret and protecti
of David’s company, they shall not enter nor remzm therein, We
will also, however, that the said David be sufficiently armed, with
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trusscs for his own person, for the perfecting of tho aforesaid passage
of arms, to carry, conduct, and have with bim, to be used for hun
upon any attack whatsoever. And therefure we will and command
you, and all of you, that the said David, with his men, arms, and
horses aforesaid, with all their harness, in our Kingdom, in the
manner and for the canse afoiesaid, is, in remaining, and after-
wards in retuining to his own countrigs, to be in fiiendship, pro.
tection, and defence,’ &e., as before. ¢ In testimony of which,
these presents shall Jast for the two months immediately following.
Witness the King at Westminster, ou the thirteenth day of May.
By the Kinz himself.’

¢ That I may the better complete the narrative of this
Knight's residence in England, 1 will yet give you the
translations of two writs more, recorded on the Second
Mcmbrane of the same Roll, and printed upon the same
page as the last, Col. 2,

¢ ¢ Another Renewal of the same Safe Condact.

¢ The King by his Letters Patents, which shall last from the first
day of Junc next to cowe, for the two months then immediately
ensuing, to be accounted from the fivst day of the same, undertakes
for his safe aud seeure conduct, and for the King's special protec-
tion and defenee, to David Lyndesey, of Scotland, Knight, coming
into the King's realm of LKugland, with twenty and nine persons
of his company and retinue, David himself heing accounted in their
number, to be cdufirmed in Towns by virtue of the license of the
Mayors, Bailiffs, and Kecpers of the sawe, (n his entering and
returning towards the countries of Scotland, with his fumiliar people,
their hoises, harness, and all goods whatsoever. Witness the King, at
Westminster,on the twenty-fifth day of May. By Bill of Privy Seal.’

“We¢ have lastly, in the 1ollowing warrant, an authentic
notice of his departure for Scotland.

.

“ ¢ Safe Conduct for the Scottish Ship for the carriage of the
Armonr of David Lyudesey.

¢ The King by his Letters Patents, which shall last from the first
day of June neat to come, for the two months then immediatcly
ensuing, to be accounted from the fitst day of the <ame, engages
for his safe and sceure conduet, aud for his special protection and
defence to a certain vessel of Scotland, called Scinte Marie, Ship
of Dundee, whercof William Suelle is Master, with twelve Mariners
crossing the secas for trading, the said Master and Maivers not
carrying with them any property or goods whatsoever, nor any
illicit goods, or prohibited merchandise, out of the Kingdom of the
King uforcsaid, cxcepting only ouc complete Armour of War for
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the body of David Lyndescy of Scotland, Kuight. Witness the
King, at Westminster, the tweuty-fifth day of May, By Letter of
Privy Scal.’

“ Such, then, are the particulars of this memorable
event, as related by Boethius, and supported by proofs
from the most undoubted records, which fix it in the
Year 1390; illustrated also by the addition of some
curious particulars from Stow’s translation of the passage
given in his *Annals, which T have alrcady cited ;
though it is far beyond my ability to give you either the
clegance or strength of expression, which the original
anuthor has infused into his narrative. Now, for the
time when this Justing tovk place, let me observe that
Bocthins does not mention any year; Stow has called it
1395 and 1396; Raphael Holinshed, who professed to
have translated the Scottish Iistorian in the Second part
of his * Chronicles of England, Scotland, and Ireland,
London, 1585-86, vol. i. p. 252, makes it 1398; and
James Howell, whose accouut of London Bridge is a
verbatim reprint of Stow’s, in his * Londinopolis.” Lon-
don, 1657, fol., p. 22, sets it down as 1381, So far,
then, all are at variance: but these are’ only the later
and English Auathors; whilst, on the other hand, we
have the fullowing positive assuranee of John de Fordun,
a Scottish Priest, who is said in 1377 to have dedicated
his History of Scotland to the Cardinal Walter Wardlaw,
Bishgp of Glasgow; the hest edition of whose work,
¢ Johannis de¢ Fordun Scotichronicon,” with the Conti-
nuation of Walter Bower, Abbot of $t. Columb’s Isle,
in 1424, is that of Walter Goodall, Edinburgh, 1759,
fol. ; where, in vol. ii., book Xv., chapter iv., p. 422, is
the passage to which I have alluded. ¢ In the same
year, and on the 21t of the month,’—it commences,
these being 1390, and April,—“the Lord David Lindesny
is made first Earl of Crawfurd, a valiant Knight, and in
all warlike virtues most highly commended ; who, with
other proofs of them, had a glorious triumph over the
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Lord Wells of England, in his days a most famous
soldier, at London, in the presence of King Richard II.,
in the ycar 1390, in a warlike pastime with spears:
of which proof of military prowess, the fame hath
hitherto been widely celebrated throughout England.’

“ The next authority which I shall adduce is that of
Andrew of Wyntoun, a Scottish Chronicler, who was
Canon Regular of St. Andrews, and Prior of the Monas-
tery of St. Serf in Loch-leven ; and who died about the
year 1420.  The hest edition of his labours is that beau-
tiful one, cutitled, ¢ The Orveynale Cronykil of Scotland,
be Androw of Wyntown, Priowr of Sanct Serfis Ynche,’
—~—that is Isle,— ¢ in Loch levyn. Now first published
with Notes and a Glossary, by David Macpherson,’
London, 1815, 8vo., 2 volumes.  In the Second Volume
of this work then, at p. 353, the commencement of
Chapter xi. reads thus,—

¢ Qwhen Schyr David the Lyudyssay rade
T1l Lundyn,and thare ‘Touwine made.

A thowsand thre hyn lyr and nynty yhere
LFra the Byrth of oure Lorvd dere

The gud Lyndyssay, Schyr Dawy,

Of Glenesk the Lord mychuy,

Honest, abil, and avenand,

Past ou (sufe) conduet in Ingland.’

* This Author, indeed, never mentions London Bridge,
and assigns a different day for the encounter, as we read
in the verses en the next page.

¢ Swa ewyn a-pon the sext day

Of that moneth that we call May,

Thai ilk forsayd Lordis tway,

The Lyndyssay and thesWellis thay

On horse ane agane othir ran

As thare taylyhe (lally, a bond, or indenture to fight)

ordanyd than,

The Lyndyssay thare wyth manful fors

Strak gwyte the Wellis fra his hors

Flatlyngis downe a-pon the grene.

Thare all his saddile twi (toom, empty) was sene.’
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“ We have, however, sufficient authority for helieving
that this Justing did actually take place on St. George's
day; for Hector Bocethius states, on p. 336 b. of his
¢ History,” that because it was through the protection
of $t. George, on whose day Sir David, ar rather Harl,
Lindsay fought, he had gained this victory, he founded a
Chantry, with a gift of 48 marks,—432 yearly,—for
seven Priests, with divers Virgins, for ever to sing holy
Anthems to the Saintly Soldier in the Church of Dundcee.
¢ The which,” adds he, * they did unto our time,’—that
is, about eighty ycars afterwards—¢ not without singular
commendations to the Earl.’

“ The Poem also speaks of the use of other weapons
than lances ; and gives both Sir David Lindsay and King
Richard a less degree of courtesy than we find mentioned
clsewhere, as you will discover in the folluwing passage :
¢ Quheu all thare cursis on horse wes dune,

To-gyddyr thai mellayid on fute swne,
Wyth all thare wapnys, us by the tgylyhe
Oblsst thai ware, for ul assaylyhe.

Swil wyth thare knwys at the last
11k ane at othir strak 1y cht fast, ,
Swi of this to tell yow mare
The Lyndyssay fustnud his daggare
In-tll Welhs anmowiis fyne
Welle lanche (a good depth) and hym lyftyd syne
Sum thyng fra the earth wyth pyth ;

And all (rieht) manful wertu wyth
Oppyuly bfore thane all
He gave the Wellis a pret fall,

And had hym haly at his will
Qwhat ever he wald have dwae hym til.

* The Kyngz, n his Swiere Castelle
That all this Towrne sene Bad welle,
Sayd, ¢ Lyndyssay, Cusyne, gud Lyndissay,
Do furth thut thow suld do this day.’

As to be s d, do furth thi dete,
Thare shall nd mau here smak lete.”™

“ Let me finish this story, Mr. Postern,” said I, as he
concludé his repetition of thege old Scottish verses ; ¢ if
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it be to" have a finish, and yom do not really intend to
keep me all night in the year 1300, for we must not,
oertainly, fet two such champions pass without one word
concerning their familics and their Arms; nor lcave
without distigction the actual Sir David Lindsay, and
lord Wells, who were engaged in this very famous
of axms. You must, I am sure, remember, Mr.
Barnaby, that the immortal Sir William Dugdale,
Garter King of Arms, hath, in his ¢ Baronage of England,’
London, 1676, folio, vol. ii., p. 11, a memoir of Lord
Wells very meet to be mentioned here. His Lordship
was the descendant of Adam de Welles, who lived in the
time of Richard I., and he had served in the Wars in
Flanders, France, and Scotland, under the Kings Edward
H1., and Richard 11., and the valiant John, Duke of
Lancaster. As he was ten years old at his father's death
in 1360, he must have been about forty when he justed
on London Bridge ; and after having heen summoned to
Parliament from 1376 to 1420, he is supposed to have
died in the following year, on the Tuesday next after the
Feast of St. Bartholomew the Apostle, which being
Sunday, August the 24th, 1421, made it the 26th of the
month. Andrew of Wyntown, whom you have quoted,
says of this Lord, you remember, in his Chronicle, vol. ii,
p. 354, alluding to the Justing on London Bridge :—
¢ For ‘n all Ingclond afore than
The Welles was n commended man
Manful, stoute, and of gud pyth,
And high of harte he was there wyth,'
¢ e bore for Arms, Or, a Lion rampant double queuée,
Sable. Of Sir David Lindsay, of Glenesk, commonly
called Eag] of Crawfurd, you may scc some notices with
proofs in ¢ The Peerage of Scotland,” by Sir Robert
Douglas, Edited by John Philip Wood, Esq. Edinburgh,
1813, folio, volume i., p. 375. He marricd Catherine,
fifth daughter of Robert T1., King of Scotland, and his
brother-in-law, Robert 111, created him Earl of Craw-
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furd, April 21st, 1398 : though Hector Bocthius, on p.
336 b of his ¢ History,” denies this, saying :—* There are
who write, that the before-named David was created the
first Earl of Craufurd by King Robert the Third ; but
hecause we discover by the witness of ancient volumes,
that James his father,’—rather his uncle, who was
created Baron of Crawfurd, January 1st, 1302,—° was
made Earl by Robert the Second, we have fullowed a
different manner in the history of this family.” Earl
David was, however, twice a Commissioner and Ambassa-
dor to England, in 1404 and 1406 ; and it is probable
that he died before 1412, The arms horne by the
Lindsays were Gules, a fesse Chequé Argent and Azure;
but his vietorious banner has long since fallen a prey to
a mightier conqueror : the lance and the falchion which
struck down all before them, have been in their turn
overcome by slow-consuming decay : the champion
himself lives but in these scattered fragments; remcm-
bered only by descendants, or antiquarics ; his tomb, and
that of his rival, are alike unknown, and even if they
could be traced,—

¢ The Kuights are dust,
And their good swords are rust ;
Their souls are with the Saints, wo trust!’ ”

1 must own that I thought it a little uncivil in Mr,
Barnaby Postern, as 1 finished these reflections with an
air of great philosophical wisdom, to give a short dry
cough, push the tankard towards me, and then to say,
¢ Sorrow is dry, Mr, Geoffrey, and morality is musty ;
sv do you take another draught of the sack, and I'll give
vou another chapter from the Chronicles of London
Budge.

“ And now, Sir,” recommenced my visitor, “ that our
history may not be without the mention of at least one
strange fish, cor.nected with London Bridge, let me tcll
you, that on Christmas day in the year 1391, as Stow tells
us in his ¢ Annals,” p. 30b, ¢ & Dolphin came forth of the

.
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Sea, and played himself in the Thames at London to the
Bridge; foreshowing, happily, the tempests that were to
follow within a weeke after ; the which Dolphin being
seene of Citizens, and followed, was, with much difficulty,
intercepted and hrought againe to London, showing a
spectacle to many of the height of his body, for he was
tenne foote in length, These Dolphins arc fishes of the
sea, that follow the voices of men, und reioyce in playing
of instruments, and are wont to gather themsclves at
musick. These, when they play in rivers, with hasty
springings or leapings, doe signific tempests to follow.
The seas containe nothing more swift nor nimble, for
oftentimes, with their skips, they mount ouer the sailes
of ships.” The original of this story is to be found, with
many more particulars concerning Dolphins, in the ¢ His-
toria Brevis,’ of Thomas Walsingham, London, 1574,
folio, the admirable edition by Archbishop Parker, p. 380.

¢ As the political troubles which succeeded the appear-
ance of this monster, were producti\'c of & very sumptuous
triumph upon London Bridge, I shall take the freedom
to remind you, that King Richard heing greatly attached
to regal magniticence and banyuets, naturally found his
revenues very insufficient to support the splendours of his
Court ; for, as Walsingham and Knyghton, the hest his-
torians of the time, assert, he valued himself upon sur-
passingall the other Sovercigns of Europe in magnificence ;
they ald that he daily cutertained no less than six
thousand individuals ; that three hundred servants were
employed in his kitchen alone ; and that his Queen had
an equal number of females in her service. To supply
the means for this extrnordinary splendonr, he endca-
voured to procure aid from the Citizens of London ; and
sent to borrow from them the large sum of 1000/ ; but
it then was an unhappy time in hnglnm] for o dreadful
Plague and Famine had overspr("ul the Land, and they
not only refused his Majesty’s request, but, upon a Mer-
chant of Lombardy offcring to comply with it, they

L2
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violently attacked, and almost slew him. This was carly
in the year 1392 ; and on the 25th of May following, the
King, incensed to a very great degree, summoned a Par-
liament at Stamford, when the C'ity Charter was scized ;
the Law Courts were removed to York ; and the Mayor,
Sheriffs, and principal Citizens, deposed and imprisoned ;
until, by the mediation of Quecen Anne, the Bishop of
London, and the Duke of Gloucester, the King's anger
was in some degree pacified, and he consented to indulge
the Londoners with an audience at Windsor., At this
interview the Citizens, after submitting themselves to the
King’s pleasure, offered him 10,000/, for the redemption
of their privileges; but were dismissed in dcjection and
uncertainty ; though, when Richard was informed of their
sorrow, he determined to proceed immediately to London,
to re-assurc them of his favour, It was upon this occasion
that the Bridge bore a very important part in the tri-
umph ; though the cercmony of receiving the King and
Qucen with great splendour and a considerable train,
began at Wandsworth ; wherc four hundred of the Citi-
zens well mounted, and habited in one liyery, entreated
him to ride through his Chamber of London. At St.
George'’s Church, in Southwark, the procession was met
by Robert Braybrooke, Bishop of London, and his Clergy
of the City, followed by five hundred boys in surplices,
who attended them through the strects towards West-
minster. When the train arrived at the Gate of London
Bridge, ncarly the whole of the inhabitants, orderly
arranged according to their age, rank, and sex, advanced
to receive it, and presented the King with a fair milk-
white steed, harnessed and caparisoncd in cloth of gold,
brocaded in red and white, and hung full of silver bells ;
whilst to the Queen wus presented a palfrey, also of
white, caparisuned likewisc in white and red. The other
stteets of London, too, put on all their bravery; the
windows and walls being hung with cloths of gold, silvor,
and silk ; the Conduit in Chespside poured out floods of
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red and white wine; a child, habited like an angel,
crowned the King and Queen with golden crowns, from
a sumptuous stage covered with performers in rich
dresses ; a table of the Trinity wrought in gold, and
valued at 8004, was given to the King, and another of
St. Anne to his consort ; and truly I know of nothing
which might so well express the splendours of that day,
as the passage with which Walsingham concludes his
notice of it. * There was so much glory,’ says he, ¢ so
much pomp, so great varicty of divers furniture provided,
that to have undertaken it might have been a triumph to
any King. For horses and trappings, plate of gold and
silver, clothes of gold, silk, and velvet, ewers and basons
of yellow gold, gold in coin, precious stones, and jewels
so rich, excellent, and beautiful, were given to himn, that
their value and price might not easily be estimated.”  *

¢ This gorgeous scene took place on the 29th of Au-
gust, and you will find my authorities for this account of
it in Henry Knyghton'’s books ¢ D¢ Eventibus Anglie,’
printed in T'wysden’s ¢ Seriptores,’ already cited, p. 2740;
in Robert Fabyan’s * Chronicles of England and Fraunce,’
London, 1559, fol., vol. ii., p. 334; in Stow’s ¢ Annals,’
p- 807 ; and in Maitland’s ¢ History,” vol. i., p. 180, I
will but observe, to finish this portion of history, that the
Citizens redeemed their Charter by the payment of
10,0004 ; and the King, by his Letters Patent, dated at
Westminster, in February 1392-93, restored them to his
favour ; and so, observes Stow in his ¢ Annals,” ¢ the
troubles of the C'itizens came to quictnesse ; which
troubles, the Dolphin in the Thames at Christinas last
past. did happily signifie afur off.” Though Maitland, at
P. 180 of his ¢ History,’ vol. i., most unaccountably makes
the Dolphin appear the Christmas after this finc was
paid. '

¢ I can scarcely imagine, worthy Mr. Barbican, what
could induce the accurate Stow,—and of course all other
Authors of London history,—to remark, when speaking
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of the year 1395, our next eminent epoch in the Chro-
nicles of London Bridge, that beeanse the Justing which
we have already spoken of way, as he says, then holden
upon it, such * history proveth that at that time, the
Bridge being coaped on either side, was net replenished
with houses built thercupon, as since it hath heen, and
now is.” You will observe that this passage, which occurs
in vol. i., p. 61, of his ¢ Survey,” is no interpolation of
Luter or more unskilful Editors, beeause it is to be found
in the first black-letter cdition of that most valuable
work, 1598, small folio. Now, in most of his preceding
pages he has heen giving proofs of the Bridge being built
upon at an carly period to some extent ; and I also, after
him and others, have adduced to you abundant evidence
that such was the case. I have shown that the Gate and
Towers were certainly as ancient as 1264 ; that in the
Patent granted to Jsenhert of Xainctes, in 1201, it is
stated ¢ that the rents and profits of the several houses,
which the suid Master of the Schools shall cause to be
erected on the Bridge, shall be for ever appropriated to
repair, maintain, and uphold the same;’ that in the Pa-
tent of relief granted hy Edward 1., in 1280, it is observed
that the dilapidations of the Bridge may occasion not only
its sudden fall, * but also the destruetion of innumerable
people dwelling on it ;” and that in the reign of the same
Edward, the Assize Rolls mention the very rents and
situations of houses then standing on London Bridge. All
- this, I imagine, might be received as fair and conclusive
evidence thiae' . this part of the City was built upon and
inhabited, long beforcq 1395 ; to which let me add, that
Richard Bloome, one !of the continuators of Stow, ob-
serves, on p. 62, when Ygpeaking of the dreadful confla-
gration of the Bridge in' 1632-33, that some of the houscs
-remained unbuilt until ¥he' year 1666, when the Great
Fire of London destroyc¥d all the new cdifices. ¢ But,’
rejoinshe, ¢ the old ones at the South end, some of which
were bu#lt in the reign of P{ing John,'—and he died, you
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will remember, in 1215,—¢ were not burnt.” Tt is, how-
cver, cxtremely probable, that London Bridge did not
even in 1395 present that form of a continued strect
which was afterward its most celebrated and peculiar
character. There were, 1 doubt not, several places open
to the water, perhaps, as Stow says, ¢ plainly coped with
stonc ;" and in one of these, it is most probable, that the
Justing, which he erroneously mentions in that yeir,
took place.

“ Anne of Bohemia, the Quecen of Richard 1., dyine
in 1394, his sorrow for her loss was both passionatcly
expressed, and deservedly bestowed ; though, so early
afterwards as in 1396, during an interview between him
and that insane Monarch, Charles VI. of France, a truce
was concluded betwixt the two Kingdoms for twenty-
cight years, and Richard cspoused Isabel, the French
King's eldest daughter, although she was then under
cight years of age; whence she was called ¢ The Little.’
and the English Sovercign was about thirty, This mar-
riage was solemnized by Thomas Arundel, Archbishop of
Canterbury, in the Church of 8t. Nicholas, at Calais, on
Wednesday, October 31, or rather the 1st of November,
when Richard is said to have expended on the occasion,
the immense sumn of three hundred thousand marks, or
in modern coinage 200,000, On the 2d of November
they sailed for England, and, on arriving at Blackheath,
the Royal train was mev by the usual procession of the
Mayor and Aldermen of London, habited in scarlet, who
attended the Kiong to Newington, where he dismissed
them, as he was to rest for a short time at Kennington.
On the 13th, however, Richard and his Consort cntered
the City on their way to the Tower; when so vast a
multitude was collected on London Bridge to scc the
Yyoung Quecn pass; that nine persons weve killed in the
crowd, of whom the Prior of the Austin Canons at Tip-
tree, in Kssex, was one, and a worshipful matron of
Cornhill was another.  John Stow is commonly cited as
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the authority for this circumstance, and it may be scen
related in his ¢ Annals,’ p. 315 ; though it is also to be
found in ¢ The Chronicle of Fabian,” London, 1559,
small folio, p. 338. Robert Fabian, as you must wel
remember, was, in 1493, an eminent Merchant and She-
riff of London, and died in 1512, about thirtecn years
previously to the birth of John Stow. You will also scc
the following notice of the event in the Harleian Manu-
seripts, No. 505, article 5, p. 661 a, which consists of < A
Chronicic of English Affairs, and especially of thosc
relating to the City of London, from the first year of
King Richard 1., 1189, to the 21st of Henry V1., 1442,
inclusive.’—¢ In yis yere, a bouzte y* feste of Alhalwen,
Isabell y* Kynges doughter of Fraunce was spoused to
Kyng Richard at Caleyy: whiche afterward on y* viij day
of Januer was crowned Quene at Westm®. At whos
comynge to London, y* I'riour of Typtre in Essex, with
other viij persones vp on London bregge in y® gret precs
weren crowsed to y° deth.” Now, as I shall hereafter
frequently have to cite this Chronicle for some particulars
of events not to be found in any other Annals, I must
observe that it is a small quarto, fairly written on parch-
ment, in a current Court-hand of the time of Edward IV,
and decoratod with vermillion lines and ornaments.

¢« 1t was, you will recollect, in 1397, that Thomas of
Woodstock, Duke of Gloucester, and uncle to Richard
11., being charged with disaffection and conspiracy, was
suddenly carried to Calais; in which confinement and
exile he dicd, on the 24th of Scptemberin the same year,
of an apoplectic fit, as some Historians rclate, although
the greater numbcr charge Richard with his murder, and
assert that he was sinothered, or strangled : for he was
rude and overbearing in his disposition, and usually
opposed the King in most of his measures ; censured his
extravagant expenditure, and on scveral oceasions is said
to have reproached and upbraided him with great seve-
rity of language. On these accounts is the Duke's death
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charged upon the King, and his favourites 5 and you have
a very curious and interesting examination of the circum-
stance, in Richard Gough's ¢ History and Antiquities of
Pleshy, in the County of Essex,” London, 1803, 4to.,
pp. 85—123. 'The reign of this unfortunate Monarch
was, however, nearly at a close ; for, on the 29th of Sep-
tember, 1394, he resigned the ensigns of Royalty to the
Duke of Lancaster, afterwards Henry IV., and in the
formal accusation, consisting of 33 Articles, drawn up for
his deposition, in the fourth he is charged with having
caused the murder of the Duke of Gloucester. When these
accusations were read over to Richard, and he had named
his principal advisers in cach action, it was Henry of
Laneaster’s care to discover the four Knights who actually
strangled the Dulke of Gloucester in the Castle of Calais ;
and having done so, he confined them in four separate
prisons in London, ¢ and would not,’ says Sir John Frois-
sart, ¢ have taken twenty thousand nobles for their deli-
verance,” Sir Thomas Knolles, the Mayor, and the
Citizens of London, were next acquainted with the Arti-
cles of Depositjon, and the King's confession concerning
the four Knights; when the crowds, which had assembled
in the Guildhall, cried out with execrations against them,
and loudly demanded their immediate condemnation.
This very specdily followed, and old London Bridge,
which has in its days witnessed so many scenes of blood,
was appointcd the place for the exhibition of their heads;
but in giving you a short narrative of this execution, we
can go to no better authority than tothe Herodotus of his
time, Sir John Froissart, who, as you will doubtless
recollect, was born at Valenciennes in 1337, and was
Priest, Canon, and Treasurer of the Collegiate Church
of Chimay ; he died about 1401, and his Chronicles of
his own time were compiled from the most authentic
sources.

“ The French of that part of Froissart's Chronicles to
which I have alluded, commences ¢ A donc se tirent
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ensemble le Maire de Londres,’ &c., vol. iv., chap. exii. ;
but we shall take the exccllent English of Colonel
Johnes' translation, Hafod Press, 1803, 4to, vol. iv.,
pp- 663, G64. * The Mayor and Lawyers,” says he,
¢ retired to the judgment-scat, and the four Knights
were condemmned to death.  They were sentenced to be
brought hefore the apartment of the Tower of London in
which King Richard was confined, that he might sce
them from the windows, and thence drawn on sledges by
horses to Cheapside, cach person separately, and there
beheaded, their heads affixed to spikes on London Bridge,
and thcir bodies hung upon a gibbet, and there left.
When this sentence was pronounced, they hastened to
execute it. Everything being prepared, the Mayor of
London, and the Lords who had assisted him in this
judzment, set out from Guildhall with a large body of
people, and came to the Tower of Lundon, where they
seized the four Knights of the King, Sir Bernard Brocas,
the Lord Marclais, Master John Derby, Receiver of
Lincoln, and the Lord Stelle, Steward of the King’s
Ifouscbold.  They were all brought inte the court, and
cach tied to two horses, in the sight of all in the Tower,
who were cye-witnesses of it as well as the King, who
was much displeased, and in despair ; for the remainder
of the King's Kuights that were with him looked for
similar treatnent, so cruel and revengeful did they know
the Londoners. Without saying a word, these four were
dlaggcd from the streets to (‘hmpmde. and on a fish-
monger’s stall had their heads strack off, which were
placed over the (ate on London Bridge, aml their bodies
hung on a gibhet. After this exceution, cvery man
retired to his home.’

“ The fatal tragedy of the reign of King Richard I1.
was at length consummated by his murder at Pontefract
Castle, February 14, 1399-1400; for whether he died of
grief, starvation, or by the weapon of Sir iers Exton,
his death cannot be called by any other name; though
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Henry of Lancaster was not yet so firmly seated on the
throne as to prevent numerous insurrections throughout
the realin, on behalf of the younger Edmund Mortimer,
Earl of March, the legitimate heir to the crown. For
about the year 1386, King Richard had appointed as his
successor Roger Mortimer, the son of Edinond, second
Earl of March, and Philippa his Countess, who was
daughter and heiress to Lionel, Duke of Clarence, third
son of King Edward 111. : whereas Henry of Lancaster
was the son of John of Ghent, who was only fourth son
of that Monarch. One of the most famous of these
insurrections, was that raised by Henry Percy, Earl of
Northumberland, which was overthrown by Sir Thomas
Rokeby, Sheriff of York, at Herselwood, on February
19, 1407-1408. In which encounter Lord Thomas Bar-
dolf,—who is a character in Shakspeare’s ¢ Second Part of
King Henry the Fourth,—was mortally wounded, and
died soon afterwards ; but heing on the party of the Earl,
his body was quartered as a traitor’s, and set up at several
places with the Eail’s, one of which was London Bridge.
This you wilkfind identified hy Thomas of Walsingham,
in his ¢ Historize Angliee,’ p. 419 ; for there he says, with
considerable pathos: ¢ The root of Percy dies in ruin
wild! for surely this Nobleman was altogether the living
stock of the Perey name; and of most of the various others
who were lost in his defeat  For whose unhappy end the
common people did not gricve the least; recalling that
famous, glorious, and magniticent man, and applying to
him the mournful song of Lucan, where he says,
¢ But not his blood, his wounds did not so move
Qur grieving souls, or wake our weeping love,em
As that we saw, in many a town, appear

His aged head transfixed on a spear.’
. T’narsaLia, ix. 136.

For his venerable head adorned with its silver locks, set
upon a poll, was publicly carried through London, and
regurdlessly placed upon the Bridge.’
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¢ Sir William Dugdale, in his ¢ Baronage,’ vol. i., p.
683, says that Lord Bardolf’s head was erccted over a
gate at Lincoln; and this is partly supported by the
Chronicle in the Harleian Collection, No. 5G3, p. 68 a,
which states that in the ninth year of Henry 1V, ¢ the
Erle of Northumberland and y' Lord Bardolf, which
arysyn a yeynis y* Kyng, were taken in y* north cuntre,
and be heded, and y' hed of y* forsaid Erle, and a quarter
of y* Lord Bardolf, were sent to London, and sett vp on
London Brigge” Dugdale adds, however, from the
authority of the Closc Rolls, that Avicia, the widow of
that Baron, was permitted by the King to take down his
body and bury it.

“ The only historical notice which I find connected
with London Bridge, immediately succeeding the lust
unhappy story, is of a light and even trivial nature,
being nothing greater than a dispute in the Bridge-
Street, between Thomas of Lancaster, Duke of Clarcnee,
and John of Lancaster, Duke of Bedford, the sccond and
third sons of Henry 1V., their followers and the Citizens,
Stow, in relating this circumstance, in his ¢ Annals,” p.
338, makes no farther mention of the place than that
they ¢ being in East-Cheape, in London, at supper, after
midnight, a great debate hapned betweene their men and
men of the Court, lasting an houre, till the Maior and
Sheriffs, with other Citizens, ceased the same:’ and
Maitland adds, in vol. i. of his ¢ History,” p. 185, that
these Officers were, in consequence. sumimoned before
Sir William Gascoigne, the Chicf Justice, to subit
themselves to the King’s mercy on behalf of the Citizens.
Richard Marlow, however, the then Lord Mayor, and
John Law and William Chicheley, the Sheriffs, with
the Aldermen, strenuously asserted their innocence,
alleging that they had ouly done their duty in preserving
the peace of the City ; and the King being fully satisfied
with this answer, the, Corporation returned to London.
Ihave only farther to remark, that Prince Thomas of
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Clarence was engaged in a similar fray in East- Cheap in
the year previous to the present, namely 1407-8; and
that it is to him that Shakspearc makes the dying King
Henry deliver that noble speech in the ¢ Second Part of
King Henry 1V, Act 4, Scenc 4. We derive, how

wer, such a character of John of Lancaster from Falstaff,
-hat we wonder to find him cither in East-Cheap or
Bridge-Street ; for in that very same dramatic history,
and in the preceding scenc, he says of him : ¢ Good faith,
this same young sober-blooded boy doth not love me ;
nor a man cannot ingke him laugh ;—but that’s no
marvel, he drinks no wine.” Here, then, close all the
events of London Bridge which have come under my
reading, in the ycar 1409.

“ The Festival of St. Mary Magdalen, July 224, in
the first year of Henry V., a. p. 1413, brings to us the
recollection of a very ancient and curious Saxon law,
namely that of Sanctuary: by which privilege, if a
person accused of any crime,—excepting Treason and
Sacrilege, in which the Crown and the Church were too
nearly concerned,—had fled to any Church, or Church-
Yard, and within forty days after went before the
Coroner, mdde a full confession of his crime, and took the
oath provided in that case, that he would quit the realm,
and never return again, without leave of the King, his
life should be safe. At the taking of this oath he was
brought to the Church-door, where being branded with
an A, signifying Abjured, upon the brawn of the thumb
of his right hand, a port was then assigned him, from
which he was to leave the realm, and to which he was
to make all speed, holding a cross in his hand, and not
turning out of the highway, cither to the right hand or
the left. At this port he was diligently to seek out for
passage, waiting there but gpne ¢hb and flood, if he could
immediately procure it ; and if not, he was to go every
day into the sca up to his knees, essaying to pass over.
If this could not be accomplished within forty days, he
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was again to put himself into Sanctuary. 7These privi-
leges of Sanctuary and Abjuration were taken away in
1624, by the Statute of the 21st of James I., chap. 28 ¢
but you will find the ancient law on these points fully
set forth in William Rastall’s ¢ Cullection in English of
the Statutes now in foree,” London, 1594, ful., under
their proper titles, fols, 2 a, 399 b, and also in Andrew
Horne’s learned work of ¢ La Summe, appellé Mirroiv
des Justices, London,” 1624, 12mo, chap. 1, sec. xiii. p.
102, Rastall, you will recollect, was Chicf Justice of
the Common Pleas under Queen Mary ; and Horne was
a Lawyer of great erudition and eminence, in the reigns
of the First and Second Edwards., .

“ Well, Sir, having brought to your remembrance
these ancient privileges, I am next to tell you that in
1413, a train of five abjurants of the realm crossed Lon-
don Bridge on their way to Calais ; having issued from
a member of the famous Sanctuary of St. Martin's le
Grand, which was founded by Ingelric, Karl of Essex,
and his brother Girardus, in 1056, and confirmed by
Pope Alexander II., and King William 1., in 1068.
For these facts I must refer you to Stow’s “Survey,’ vol. i.
Pp- 605-606 ; and to p. 16, &e. of a modest little volume
of much curious information by Mr. Alfred John Kempe,
entitled ¢ Historical Notices of the Collegiate Church, or
Royal Chapel and Sanctuary, of St. Martin's le Grand,’
London, 1825, 8vo. As for the circumstance which
caused these worthics to fly their country, we have it set
down in the following terme, in that Chronicle contained
in the Harleian Manusecript, No. 565, fol. 74 a. ¢ And
in the same yere, on Seynt Murie Maudeleyn day,’—
July 22d,—¢ John Nyaunscr, Squyer, and his men,
sclowen Maist™. T'ybbay, Clerk,—Archdeacon of Hunt<
ingdon, and Chancellor to Jqan, Qucen of enry IV,—
¢ as he passyd thorugh lad lane. For the whiche deth
the same John Nyaunser and iiij of his men fledden in
to Seynt Anne’s Chirche with innc Aldrich gate,—that
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is to say, St. Anne in the Willows, as we now call it,
though without exactly knowing why,—¢ And with inne
the said Church they were mured vp. And men of
diuers wardes wacched them nyzt and day. And y* for-
said Joln Nyaunscr and his men for suoren the Kynges
lond, and passyd through the Citee of London,’—on
August the 21st,—¢ toward Caleys, in there schertes and,
breches,—a purse ahout their necks,—*¢ and ich of them
a cross in ther hand” Let me add, that you will
also find this circumstance recorded in Stow’s ¢ Annals,”
p. 3457

“ My worthy Mr. Postern!” exclaimed I, for I now
began to grow exceedingly impatient, ¢ I really can bear
this no longer: you promise to give me a descriptive
history of London Bridge, and here you tell me of nothing
but a riot which took place in the street near to it, and
of a troop of kuaves which probably walked over it.
Positively, my good Sir, it’s too bad; and unless your
story mend, why ——"

¢« It shall be mended, Mr. Barbican,” answered the
imperturbuble Antiquary, in much the same tone of voice
as that with which Lope Tocho calmed the cnraged
Muleteer, in the same words ; —* Tt shall be mended,
and our Chronicles too, Mr. Geoffrey ; but swecten your
disposition, my good friend, 1 pray you. Remember,
that an Antiquary wmay rufffe his shirt, but never his
temper ; for though I conless to you that the collateral
events which I am obliged to introduce, are somewhat
like—

¢Rich windows that exclude the light,
And passages, which lead to nothing :"—

yet, when we consider how little the tooth of T'ime hath
left to us of continuous History, we should lahour to
supply that defect by joining all the fragments with
which we meet, wherever they may be united to the
principal, but still imaperfect, chain.  We are, however,
now arrived at a period, which our Bridge Historiaus do
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in general pass over, with little information to their
readers, and less labour to themselves ; yet even here,
although we have no pictorial delineations to refer to,
yet, with a little rescarch, we have enough of descriptive
story to call up the very scencs before our eycs, and to
bring the actors again living before us.

“The year 1415 is not only immortalized in History
by the famous Battle of Agincourt, fought on the 25th
of October, but even in the Chronicles of London Bridge
it is a most memorable cra, on account of the splendid
Pageants which welcomed the vietorions Henry V., as he
returned over that cdifice to his Palace at Westminster.
About the middle of November, or, as some tell us, the
16th, the King cmbarked for England, bringing his
principal prisoncrs with him ; and you may remember,
by the way, that his flect heing encountered by a violent
storm, two of his ships were sunk, and all were in extreme
danger. You will find a few particulars of these facts in
Stow’s * Annals,’ p. 351, and also in that Chronicle which
1 have so often quoted, in the Tlaleian Manuseript, No.
565 ; of which latter, the following are the words, from
p- 76 b.

¢ ¢ Also in this yere, that is to say the xxviij day of Octobr., the
King com to his Town of Caleys, and was theie til y¢ xvj day of
Nouembr. And that same day y¢ Kingrschypped fro his Town of
Caleya towamd Engelond : And he landed ¢ gnmc day at nyzt, at
Douerre, and com fath all y© woke atier toward London.  And
¥¢ fryday ut nyzt, y¢ King come to Klthum, and there he lay all
that nyzt; and on y¢ worwe was Satyrday, y© xaiij day of Nouembr,
The Maire of London, and alle 3 Aldermen, with all y¢ Craftes
of London, 1eden enery mar in reed, with hodes reed and white,
and mette with y¢ Kyng on y* Bluke heth comyug from Eliham
ward, toward his Citec of London; and 'uycns hig comynge was
ordeyned moche ryalte in London : that is to weten, at London
Bregge, at )¢ Con(luvt in Cornliill, at the grete Conduy tin Chepe s o
and at ye (‘rosse in Chepe was mad a Ryall Castel] with Angelll
and Virgynes, ayngynge there jnhc. And so y¢ Kyng and hise
presoners of Frensshunen reden thorugh Loudon vn to “Westminster
to mete.'

“ It is fortunate for us Antiquaries, however, that we
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have still better descripggns of these: Pageants, and
especially of that exhibited on London Bridge ; and if,
in relating them to you, I scem to speak overmuch upon
one subject, I pray you to remember, as I said, how
very slightly that subject—at least so far as concerns
the Bridge—has been treated by Historians in general ;
and how muny of those who have pretended to write of
this edifice, have omitted it altogether. Give me your
paticnee, then, whilst I translate for you two curious
aceounts of those Pageants, which welcomed King Henry
into the best and the greatest of Cities.

“The first which 1 shall cite, is, most probably, from
the pen of an eye-witness, hoth of the King's valour
abroad, and of his triumphscgt home ; since it is from a
Latin Manuscript in the Cottonian Library, marked
Julins, E. 1V, Art. 4, which the Catalogue at p. 17
calls * The Acts of King Ienry V.: the Author, a
Chaplain in the Royal Army, who saw them for himself.’
This Manuscript is written on paper, in a very small
and fair current black letter, full of contractions; and
on p. 122 b, the account of the Bridge Pagcants runs
thus: © And tlherewith, ahout the hour of ten in the
day, the King cgme in the midst of them all; and the
Citizens gave glory and honour to God, and many con-
gratulations aud blessings to the King, for the victories
he had brought them, and for the public works which
he had wrought; and the King was followed by the
Citizens towards the City, with a proper, but a moderate,
protection.  And for the praise and glory of the City,
out of so many magnificent acts of the nobla Citizens,
some things worthy of note the pen records with ap-
plause. Ou the top of the Tower at the entrance of the

#Bridge, which stands, as it were, on going into the
strength of thesCityisthere stood on high a figure of
gigantic magnitude, fearlessly looking in the King’s face,
as if he would do battle ; but on his right and left. hand
were the great keys of the City hanging to a staff, as

M
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though he had been Gate-kecger. Upon his right, stood
the figurc of a woman not much less in size, habited in
the gown, tunic, and ornaments of a female, as if they
had been mecant for a man aud his wife, who appeared
favourers of the King, and desived that they might sce
his face, and receive him with many plaudits. And the
towers about them were ornamented with halberts and
the Royal Arms; and trumpeters stond aloft in the
turrete, which were resounding with horns and ¢larions
in winding and expanding meclody. And in the front of
the fortress this appropriate and elegant wiiting was
imprinted, ¢ The King's City of Justice.” And there
appeared, on both sides, all the way along the Bridge,
very little youths; and also, on both sides, out of the
stonc-work before them, was a lofty column, the height
of the smaller towers, made of wood, not less delicate
than clegant, which was covered over with a linen cloth
painted the colour of white marble and green jasper, as
if it had been of a square shape, and formed of stonos
cut out of the quarries. And upon the summit of the
column on the right side, was the figure of an Antelope
rampant, having a splendid shicld of the Royal Arms
hanging about his neck, and in his right foot he held a
sceptre extended, and offered it to the King. Upon the
top of the other column was the image of a lion, also
rampant, which carried a spear having the King’s banner
displayed upon the upper cnd, which he held aloft in his
dexter claw.  And across, at the foot of the Bridge, was
crected the fabric of a 'Tower, the height of the aforesaid
columns, and painted ; in the midst of which, under a
superb tabernacle, stood a most heautiful cffigy of St.
George, all in armour, excepting his head, which was
adorned with laurel interwoven with gems, which shone
between it like precious &tones for their brightness.
Behind him was a tapestry of cotton, having his Arms
resplendently embroidered in a multitude of escutcheons.
Upon his right was suspended his trinmphal helmet;
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upon his left his shicld of Arms of a correspondent mag-
nitude ; and he had his right hand upon the handle of
his sword, which was girt about him. Upon the tower
was rajsed an extended scroll, containing these words,
“ T'o God only be honour and glory ;” and in front of the
building, this congratulatory prophecy,—Psalm xlvi. 4,
— The streams of the River make glad the City of God :”
and all the principal towers weré gallantly adorned with
the Royal Arms embossed upon them, or displayed in
banners upon lances reared above them. In the house
adjoining to the fortress behind, were innumerable
children representing the English Priesthood, in radiant
garments with shining countenances : others were like
virging, having their hair adorned with laurels inter-
woven with gold ; and they continued singing from the
coming in of the King, with modulation of voice and
melody of orgaus, according to the words of this song in
English.’

“I know very well that it is most common for the
cvents of the reign of Henry V. to be cited from the
¢ History of his Life and Actions,” written in Latin verse
by Thomas, a Monk of Elmham, in Norfolk, in his
time Prior of the Monastery of the Holy Trinity at
Lenton in the county of Nottingham. As that part of
his Poem, however, which treats ¢ De Adventu Regis ad
Pontem Londoninrum,’—concerning the King’s entrance
at the Bridge of London,—is considerably inferior to
the account which I have alrcady given you, I shall
dispense with your labour in listening to it, and mine in
translating it ; and only observe to you, that an authentic
copy of Thomas of Elmham’s ¢ Historia de Viti ct Gesta
Henrici V. Anglorum Regis,’ is preserved in the (gttonian
Manuseript which 1 last cited, art. 3, fairly written on
parchment, in the small back text-hand of the latter
part of the fiftcenth century ; and that the passage will be
found at fol. 101 b, cap. xliiii. I would remind you also
that a printed cdition of this work was published by

M2
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Tom Hearne, Oxford, 1727, 8vo, which is not one of his
most common books ; the text was tuken from scveral
old Manuscripts, and the value of a large-paper copy
fluctuates between four and six guineas. The next
authority, therefore, whom I shall quote upon this sub-
jeet, is supposed to have been the production of the
justly famous old John Lydgate, who was in his days a
very cminent English Poct; being born about 1375, and
dying about 14G1. Ile was a Monk of the Abbey of
Bury, in Suffolk ; and of these historical verses by him
there is a Manuseript copy, written on parchment in an
old Court-hand, ornamented with vermillion choruses
and lines, in No. 565 of the Harleian Manuscripts, in the
British Museum. You will find them forming Articles
8 and 9 of that volume, and thus entered in the Cata-
logue, vol. i. p. 351: “ A Pocm upon the Wars of King
Henry the V. in France; and his rcturn to England,
after the battle of Agmcoure composed perhaps hy
John Lidgate.”—¢ The making of (i. e. Poem upon) the
comynge of the Kynge (Henry V.) out of Fraunce, to
Londen. By John Lidgate, the Monke of Bugy.’ ‘hwh
are the titles of these verses, from which T shall repeat
to you all that concerns the King's entry at London
Bridge ; and, firstly, at p. 111 b, thc story runs thus,
beginning at the sccond stanza of ¢ Passus Tercius.’

“ The Mayr of london was Redy bown,

With all ye craftes of that Cite

Alle clothyd in red, thorugh out ye town

A scmely sight it was to se :

To y* black ITethe thanne rod be,

And spredde y¢ way on cucery syde;

Xxti M. men myght well se

$ure comely kynge for to ulyde.
Wot z¢ right well that thus it was
Gloria tiyi Trinilas.

The kyng from Eltham sone he nam,
Iyse presoncrs with hym dede brynge;
And to ye Blako Heth ful sune he cam,
IIc saw london with oughte lesynge.



1415.]

LONION BRIDGE.

¢ Heill Ryall london,’ seyde our kyng,
¢ Crist y¢ kepe fiom eucre care !
And thanné zaf it his blessyng

And preied to Crist that it well fare.

Wot ze right well that thus it was,
Gluria tibi Trinitas.

The Mair hym mette with moche honour
With alle ye Aldermen with oughte lesyng ;
¢ Hejyl,” seide y¢ Muir, ¢ thou conqueronr,
The grace of God with the doth spryng:
1leil Duk, Heil Prynee, Heil comely Kyng ;
Most worthicst Lord vadir Chist ryall,
Heil rulere of Remes with onghte lettyng,
1cil Nlour of knyghthood now ouer all.”
Wot z¢ right well that thus it was,
Gloria tibi Trinitas.

* ITere is come youre Uitee all
Zow to worchepe, and to magnyfye;
To welcome zow bothe gret and small,
With zow enere more to lyuc and dye.”
¢ Grannt merey Sires,” oure kyng "gan say,
And toward london he’gan ryde;
This was vp on Seynt Clementys day
They welcomed hym on cuery side.
Wot ze right well that thus it was,
Gloria tibi, Trinitas.

Tho lordes of Fraunce thei gan say then,

¢ Ingelond is nought as we wene;

Jt farith by these Inglynsch men,

As it doth by a swarm of bene :

JIngeland is lik an hyve with june,

There fleeres makith vs full evell to wryng,

Tho ben there arrowes sharpo and kene,

Thorugh oure harneys they do vs styng.’
Wot ze right well that thus it was,
Gloria tibi Trinitas.

To london Brygge thanue rood oure kyng,
The processions therq they mette hym ryght §
¢ Ave Rex Anglorum,’ thei "gan syng,

¢ Flos Mundi,’ thei scide, ¢ goddys kuyght.’
To lendon Brigge when he com right,

Vp on the gate ther stode on hy

16
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A gyaunt. that was full grym of myght,
To teche the Frensshe men curtesy.
Vot ze 1ight well that thus it was,
Gloria tibi Trinitas.

Aund at the Drawe hiigge that is faste Dy,
Two toures thero were vp pight 3
Au Antelope and a Lyon stondyng hym by,
Above them Seynt (feorge oure lady’s knyght.
Be syde hym many an Augell bright,
¢ Benedictus’ thei ’ gan synge ;
¢ Qui venid in nomine domini, goddys knyght’
¢ Gracia Dei with zow doth sprynge.’
W7ot ze 1ight well that thus it was,
Gloria tibi Trinitas.”

¢ Thus finish Lydgate’s verses, so far as they relate to
these Pagceants on London Bridge; but as they tell us
nothing of the Royal display upon that occasion, let me
remark to you, that we are told, in an Heraldical Manu-
seript in the Harleian Collection, No. 6079, folio 24 a,
that ¢ At the cominge in of Kinge 1enry the Vth out of
Fraunce into Englande, his coursers were trapped wth
trappers of partye colours : scilicet, one sydg blewe velute
embroudered w't Antellopes sittinge vpon stayres wth
longe flowers springinge betwixt their horns,” Which
trappings were, by the King’s order, subsequently given
to the Abbey of Westminster for the vestry, where they
were converted into copes and other Ecelesiastical habits.”

“ But before you quite shut up your account of these
Pageants, my good Mr. Postern,” said I, as he came to
a close, “let me say a word or two, touching those Royal
supporters, which sat upon the columns on London
Bridge ; since there are many curious little points of
Antiquity to be met with in the history of Heraldic
bearings. The first use of an Antelope as a supporter
to the King’s Arms, is doubtfully hinted at in a Manu-
script in the Harleian Library in the British Muscum,
No. 2259, as having been so ancient as the reign of King
Richard 1I.; though we are much more certain that
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King Henry IV. cntertained a Pursuivant named Ante-
lope, and probably adopted such an animal as his dexter
supporter, from the family of Bohun, Earl of Hereford
and Essex, into which he married. The instance of a
Lion, also appearing as a supporter, is mentioned in
Gough's ¢ Sepulchral Monuments,” which you have
already quoted, vol. i. pt. ii. p. 68, from the information
of John Charles Brooke, Esq., Somcrset Iferald, who
says that when Henry V. hecame King, he bore on the
dexter side of his Arms, a Lion rampant guardant, and
on the sinister, an Antelope. We read also that he hore
an Antelope and a Swan, and two Antclopes; and you
may sce all these excellensly drawn and described in
Mr. Thomas Willement’s ¢ Regal Heraldry, London,
1821, 4to., pp. 21, 28, 30, 33, and 36.”

¢ Many thanks to you, Mr. Geoffrey Barhican,” re-
commenced my visitor, “ for this most opportune dizplay
of your Heraldical learning ; and, in returning to London
Bridge, T must ohgerve, that as all history is but a record
of the ovanescent scenes of human life, it must, of course,
be formed of gll those strong lights and shades which are
80 very conspicuous in its original ; and hence arises that
striking contrast of events, which so frequently fills us
with solemnity and awe. We retire, perchance, from a
banquct to a prison, or from a triumph to an exccution ;
at least, such is the nature of the next event which 1
find for our Chronicles,for the Towersof London Bridge
usually claimed a portion in most of the victims of the
axe and the scaffold. The principles of the Lollards, as
they were invidiously called, were then rapidly spreading;
and Sir John Oldcastle, commonly called the good Lord
Cobham, was one of the most active lcaders in the
religious reform commenced by Wickliffe : as he was not
only at a very considerable cost in collecting and trans-
cribing his works, which he caused to be widely distri-
buted, but he also maintained many of his disciples as
itinerant preachers throughout the country. Oldecastle
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had, however, escaped from the power of the clergy who
.ha(l éondemned him as 8 ]wretm, and confined him in
the Tower; when' King Henry being pm'suaded by them
that he headed, 20,000 Lollards for his destruction, ho
was attainted, and a large reward offered for his head
in confir matwn of which Stow informs uy; in his ¢ Annalq,
p- 352, that on the € viii day of October, ~1416—* was a
l’archment mdker of Trill-melle Streete draw ne, hanged,
and- hoaded for that he had harhoured Sir John Old-
castle s’ and th(,llurlcum Chronicle, No. 565, p. 7 a,
adds, thnt ‘his head ¢ wa$ set upon London Bridge for
txotory. Another obscure person, most probably con-
verned in the same unhappy society, is alsa vocorded as
coming to a similar end : for, ¢ John Benet, Woolman,’
says Stow, in the place 1 last cited, ¢ who had in London
scattered sceduls full of sedition, was drawne, hanged,
and beheaded on Michaclmas-day :” and the Harleian
Chronicle adds, that his head was also fixed n pon London
Bridge.

¢ Our next ceremonial procession over this edifice was
the solemn and splendid funeral of King Henry V.;
when that gallant Sovercign had departed this life, on
Monday, the last day of August, 1422, at the Castle of
Bois de Vinceennes, a short distance from Paris. That
sumptuous spectacle is deseribed in sceveral places,
although I do not find it mentioned cither in the Life
by Thomas of Eltnham, or in that hy Henry’s Chaplain ;
but Stow, in his ¢ Annals,” p. 363, says that the Royal
hody arrived in London about the tenth of November,
and so was conveyed by London Bridge through Cheap-
#ide, to the Cathedral Church of St. Paul, where funeral
exequics were performed ; and thence it was carried and
interred in Westminster Abbey.  As the corse advanced
in rich and solemin procession over the Bridge, it was
truly a magnificent and imposing spectacle.  On a royal
chariot, decorated with cloth of gold like a bed of state,
was laid a figure exactly representing the late King,
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habited in & robe of purple velvet, lined with ermme,
wearing on 1mperml diadem of gold and jéwels on the
head, and bearing in" the hands, the fegnl sceptre, and
the mourid and ecross. The face, whivh was painted
exactly to rescmble thé life, was uncovcroed, and looking |
towards Heaven ; and on _the hed lay a ‘vovering of ted
silk beaten \ch gold. The charjot wwas dr'u\n by six’
stout horses, richly harnessed, with Iieraldit devices upon
their housmgﬂ- thus, the ﬁ.x st ‘Bore the .Armg of St.
George ; the second; of Normapdy ; the third, those of
King Arthor; the fmu'th those of St. Ld\\’:u'd the (‘(m-
fessor 5 the ,ﬂhh. the coat of Prance,.alonc; and the
sixth, those of France and Enpland quarteily.  When
the chariot passed through any town of eminence, a rich
and costly canopy was held over it, by some of its more
honourable attendants ; and it was surrounded hy three
hundred toveh-hearers habited in white 3 by five thousand
men-at-apins’'on horseback in hlack armour, holding their
spears reversed ; and by a multitude of Lords bearing
pennons, banners, and hannerolls : whilst twelve captains
went before caprying the King's achievement.  After the
body followed the servants of the Iouschold all in black ;
then came James I., King of Scofland, as Chicef Mourner,
with the Princes and Loids of the Royal blood, in mourn-
ing habits; and lastly, at the distunce of two miles in the
rear, followed Queen Katherine, no less honourably
attended.

“We learn, also, from a very interesting history of
King Henry V. in English, contained in the Harleian
Manuseripts, No. 35, fol. 138 a, that when the funeral
¢ should enter the C'ittye, ten Bishopps, wt their ponti-
ficall adornments revested, and many Ahbotts mytored,
and other men of the Church in greate number, with a
right great multitude of Cittizens of the same Cittie, went
out thereof to meet the Corps, and receauced it with due
honnour. And all y* saide Spiritualls singinge, the officers
accustomed in like case, conveyed the same Corps by
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Londop Bridge, and by Lumbart Street, throughe the
Cheape vnto y© Cathedrall Churche of Sainte Paule.
This life of King Henry is partly a translation from the
Latin of Titus Livius, an Historian of his reign who
called himself by that name, and the French Chronicles
of Engucrrant. The other particulars you will find set
down in Stow, as I have already cited him, and in two
Manuseript volumes of Heraldic cereinonies, in the Har-
leian Library, No. 2076, fol. G b, and No. 6079, fol.
23 b; and in finishing our imperfect notices of this reign,
let me clouse with almost the very words of the good old
London Iistorian to whom we are so much indebted—
$Thus this most victorieus and renowned King entred
the way decrced for cvery creature, iu the flower and
most lusty time of his age, to wit, when he was six-and-
twenty yecars old, when he had reigned nine ycars and
five months with glory.’

“ You must, doubtless, worthy Mr. Barbican, well
remember the discord which Shakspeare represents to
have existed between the Protector, Humphrey Planta-
genct, Duke of Gloucester,and Cardinal Beaufort, Bishup
of Winchester : and the fray which takes place between
their serving-men in blue coats and tawny coats, on
Tower 1ill. This is in his ¢ First Part of Hgnry the
Sixth,” Act 1, Scene 8; but we learn from Fabyan's
¢Chronicle,” p. 413, that they once disturbed London
Bridge with a brawl that wore a much darker aspect.
It was customary in the more ancient days of this City,
that the Lord Mayor should be clected on the Feast of
St. Simon and S$t. Jude, on the 28th of Octoher; and
that on the day following he should be sworn in at West-
minster. It was then, during the subsequent hanquet
of 8ir John Coventry, Citizen and Mercer, that the Pro-
tector sent for him in great haste, and commanded him
to watch the City sccurely during thé night following ;
and on Tuesday, the 30th of October,—for, in 1425, St.
Simon and St. Jude’s day happened on a Sunday, and
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therefore the Lord Maycr was clected the day after,—
about nine in the morning, some of the Bishop’s servants
came from his Palace on the Bankside, to enter at the
Bridge Gate, when the warders, as they wcre com-
manded, kept them out hy force. Upon which repulse,
they retired in great discontent, and gathering togé¥her
a larger body of Archers and men-at-arms than that
which kept the gate, assaulted it as a hostile City. All
London was immediatcly alarmed ; the Citizens shut
their shops and hastened down to the Bridge in great
multitudes; and a conflict would speedily have com-
menced, had it not been for the prudence and mediation
of the Lord Mayor and Aldermen, Henry Chicheley,
Archbishop of Cantcrbury, and the Prince of Portugal ;
who rode hetween the Protector and the Bishop, cight
several times, ere they could bring them to any agree-
ment ; until, at length, they hoth consented to refer their
dispute to_the deci~ion of John Plantagenet, Duke of
Bedford, and Regent of France. The quarrel was, how-
ever, not concluded until the following Easter, which
began on the last day of March. In defending London
Bridge, the Protcctor appearced to be only retaliating
upon the Bishop ; for, in the third article of his charges
against him, he stated, that once, when he was quietly
riding to attend the King, the Bishop attempted his
death at the Bridge foot, hy assembling archers and
soldiers in Southwark ;" by sctting up engines to stop his
way ; by deawing the chain, used in ancient fortifications,
across the Bridge; -and by placing men in windows and
turrcts to cast down stones upon the heads of him and his
followers.

“T have already mentioned to you, that there were
several Towcers erected on London Bridge, both for
defence and ornament ; #ithough we have not any
authentic historical notice concerning them, until we
arrive at the ycar 1426, when Stow tells us in his
‘ Survey,’ vol. i. pages 61, G5, that the Tower at the
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North.cnd of the Drawbridge, over which the heads of
‘Traitors were wont to be sct, was then begun to be newly
built, in the Mayoralty of Sir John Raynewell, C'itizen
and Fishmonger; %ho hore for his Arms, Parted per
pn? indented Argent and Sable, a Chevron Gules, He
laid onc of the first stones of the cdifice, and the Bridge-
Master, with John Arneld and John ILigham, the Sheriffs,
laid the others.  Upon each of these four stones, the hame
THESUS was engraven in fair Roman characters, and at
the rebuilding of this Gate and Tower in April 1577,
they were laid up as Memorials in the Bridge House.
The Drawbridge over which it was erected, was, at this
period, readily raised up or lowered, that ships might pass
up the River to Queenhithe ; which was, during the use
of this convenience, a principal strand for their lading
and unlading, as being in the centre and heart of the
City.

 In the year 1428, we find a short, but certain proof,
that the passing heneath London Bridge was not less
dangerous, than it is at present. You will see the cireum-
stance mentioned in Stow’s ¢ Annals,” p. 359, but 1 prefer
giving it you in the words of the often-mentioned Har-
leian Manuscr ipt, No. 365, fol. 87 b, which was, very
probably, the original authonty of the good old Chro-
nicler. ¢ Also this same yere,—says the record,— the
viij day of Nouember, the Duke of Norfolk, with many
a gentil man, squyer, and yoman, tok his barge at Seynt
Marye Ouerye be twen iij and v of y© belle a yens nyat,
aund proposyd to passe through London Bregge. Where
of the forseid barge, thorugh mysgouernance of stearyng,
fell vp on the pyles and ouerwhelmyd, The whyche
was cause of spyllyng many a gentil man and othere ;
the more 1uthe was! But as God wolde, ¥ Duke him
self and too or iij othere glntyl men, seying that mys-
chicf, leped vp on y™ pyles, and so were saved thorugh
lnc,lpe of them that weren a bove y* Brigge with castyng
downe gf ropes.” The Duke of Norfolk, to whom this
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misfortune happened, was John Mowbray, the second of
that title, who had served under King Henry V. in
France, and who died October the 19th, 1432,

“ We next come down to.the April of 1431, when
an association was formed at Abingden, in Berkshire,
headed by onc William Mandeville, a weaver, and BAlift
of the Town, who entitled himself Jack Sharp, of Wig-
more’s land, in Wales.  The Protector took instant order
for his apprchension, and when examined, he confessed
that it was intended ‘to have made Priests” heads ag
plenty as Sheeps heads, ten for a penny.”  Iis own,
however, did not remain on his shoulders long after, for
he was exccuted as a traitor, at Abingdon, and his head
crected on London Bridge, whilst his companions were
also hanged and (uartered in other places. You find this
fact related by Fabyan in his ¢ Chvonicle,” p. 422,

“ From these scanty notices of misery, infatuation,
and crime, it is with much delight that we turn to a
spectacle of the greatest magnificence, and the most
distinguishe@ character, which London Bridge ever wit-
nessed : the entrance of King Henry VL. to the City,
after his Coronation as King of France, in the Church
of Notre Dame, at Paris, on Friday, the 7th of Decem-
ber, 1481, On the 9th of the February following. he
landed at Dover, and upon Thursday, the 21st of the
same month, he was met by the Mayor and Corporation
of London at Blackheath. Of their ceremony in con-
ducting him towards the City,and the mimerous Pageants
which they had prepared to meet him at London Bridge,
1 shall now proceed to give you an account, extracted
from Alderman Fabyan’s ¢ Chronicle,’ vol. ii. pages 423
—425, and from Lydgate’s Poem on the ¢ Comynge of
y* Kynge out of Fraunce (o London;' of which a very
fair copy is preserved in that,Harleian Manuseript which
I have already quoted, No. 565, fol, 114 b, The verses
by Lydgate are not very common in any form, and they
have, as 1 think, been but onee printed in cgimcxion
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with the History of London Bridge, which is in Maleolm’s
¢ Londinum Redivivam,’ already cited, vol. ii. p. 397;
and, although you may conccive that I quote too much
of them, I caunot deny myself the pleasure of beginning
at the very commencemcnt, since it is but little Jess
beautiful than Chaucer’s immortal Tales. Listen, then,
Mr. Barbican, I pray you listen ; if you have ears for
cither Poesy or Romance.

¢ Towarde the ende of wyudy Februarie,
‘Whanné Phebus was in v, fyssh ronne
Out of the signo whiche callyd is Aquarie ;
Newe kalendas were entred, and begoune
Of Maiches comyng, and the mery sonno
Vp on a thorsday, shed hys bemys bright
Vp on london, to make them glad and light.

The stormy reynes of all there heuynesse
Were passyd a way, and allé there grenaunce ;
For the syxte 1Tenry, rote of thare gladnesse,
Ther herty's joye, the worldis suffissaunce,
By trewe assent was crownyd king of Fraunce.
"The heven reioysyng the day of his repaire,
Made at his comynge the wether to be so faire.

A tyme J trowe of Giod for hym prouddyd,

Jn alle the heuenes there was no clowdé sayne ;
From other dayes that day was so deuydyd,

And fraunchisyd from mystys and from rayne.

The erthe attemped, the wyndes smothe and playne,”
The Citezcines thorughe out the Citté
Hallow’d that day with gret solemnny te.

« And, lyk for Dauid after his victorie,
Reioysyd was al Jerusalem ;—
So this Cité¢ with laude, pris, and glovie,
For ioyc mustred like the sonné beme,
To geuo ensample thorughe out this reem.
Al of assent who can <0 couccyuo, ,
There noble Kyng were glad to resceyue.

There clothyng was of golour ful couenable,
The noble Mair was clad in red velvet;
The Shireves, the Aldermnen ful notable
Tn furryd clokes, the colonr of Scarlet ;
In stately wyso whanné they were met
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Ech one were wel horsyd and mad no delay,
But with there Mairc rood forthe in there way,

The Citezeyns, ech ono of the Citté,”

(Tu there entent that they were pure and clene)
Chose them of white a Yul faire lyuerye,

In cucry crafté as it was wel sene :

To showe the trdwthe that they dede mene
Toward the kyng, hadde made them fithfully
Jn sundry deuyses embrowdyd richely.

And for to remembre of other alyens,
First Gencweys,—though thei werc strangéres
Florantvnys and Venyciéns,
And FEsterlyngés clad in there manéres ;
Conveyd with serjaunts and othere officéres,
Statly horsyd after the Mair ridyng
Pasayd the subbarbes to mete with the Kyng.
To the Bluke heth whanné they dyd atteyne
The Mair,—of prudence in especiall,—
Made them hove in renges tweyne
A strete be twen ech party lik a wall ;
All clad in whit, and the most principall
A fore in red, with the Mair rydyng
Tl tymé that he saw the Kyng comyng.
Thanne with his sporys he tok his hors 2 non—
That to be holde it was a noble sight
How lyk a man he to the Kyng is gon,
Right well cheryd of herté glad and light ;
Obeinge to hym as hym ought of right,
\ And after that he kunnyngly o braid,
And unto the King even thas Lic sayd.
¢ Souereigne Lord and noble Kyng ze be wolcome out of youre
Rem of Fraunce in to this zourc blissyd Rem of Jngelond, and in
cspecial vn to zourc most notable Clitce of London, other wise called
youre chambre; we thankynge Almyghty God of the good and
gracious acheuyng of zoure crowne of Fruunco : Besechynge of his
mereyful grace to sende zow prosperite and many yeris to the com.
fort of alle zoure lovyng pepille.’

¢ But for to-tellen alle the circnmstauncys
Of cuery thyng, shewyd in centents,—(sentence)
Noble denyses, diuerse opdinauncys
Conveid by Scripture with ful gret excellence,—
Al to declare y have none eloquence ;
Wherfore y pray to alle tho that it scliallo rede
For to correcte, where as they se.nede.’
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“So came the procession to London’ Bridge; and I
very much suspect that the Cqrporation of éur good City
was so cconomicalyas to entertain King Ienry with some
of the very same pageants which it had displayed to his
father seventecn years befure : for we find Fabyan
stating, that ¢ when the Kyng was comen to y* Bridge,
there was deuised a_mightie Uyaunt, standyng withi a
sweard drawen.” However, Lydgate will tell the story
in the more interesting terms, aud-he continues thus.:—

¢ First, when they pussid, was y© Frbonr ) "
ann;. ye Biiggé of this noble Towne,
e was & peler reysyd hk a Tour,
nd theron stod a sturdy Chumpyoun ;
Of look and cheré stern as a lyouny

His swerd, vp rered prowdly, *gan manace -

Alle foreyn enemyes from the Kyng to enehace.

And ia defens of his MY Rinlle
The geaunt wolde ahyde ech auenture ;

And alle assautés that were mureyall
For his sake he prondly wolde endure;

In tohen whet of he hadde a long seripture
On cither syde, declaryng lis enteut,
Whyche saydé thus by good aviscmont.,
¢ Inimicos ejus induam confusione.’—Psalm exxxin 18,
¢ Alle those that ben enemys to the Kyng
oJ schal them clothé withe corfucion :

Make hym myghti by vertuos levyng, .
1Zis mortull fone to oppressen and bere a down ;
And hym to encreasen as Crisie’s cbampum,

Alle myschevys from him to ubrigye

Vith the grace of God at the entryng of this Brigge.

Too Antilopis <tondyng on cither syde,

With the Armes of Jagelond and of Fraunce: .

Jn token that God schalle for hym provide
As he hath title by inste encritannce, .

To regue in pees, plenté, and altévplesaunce :

Cesyng of werre, that men m) zte ryden and goin,

As trewe liegis there bertys mad bethe or.’

"« ¢And when, says Fabyan, ¢the Kyng Wasrpassed
the first gate, and was comen to the Draw-bridge, there
was ordcined a goody tower, hanged and apparailed with
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silke and clothes of arras, in most riche wise.” Of which
building thus speaks Lydgate :
¢ Forthermore, o as the Kyng ‘guan ryde,
Myddes of the Brigge ther wus a toure on lofte ;
The Lord of Lordes boynge ay his gyde
As he hath be, and yit wil be full ofte :
Tho toure araicd with velwetty softo,
Clothys of gold, silk, and tapicerie,
As apperteynyth to his Regelye.
And at his comyng, of excellent beauté:
Benygne of port, most womauly of chere,
There issued out Emperesses thre,
Ther hoir displaicd as Phebus in hisxaphetc ;
.With crownettys of gold, and stonés clere,
At whos out comyng thei gaf nwychc a light
That tho beholders were stonyed in there mgln.
Nature. Tho fist of them was callyd Naturo,
As sche that hathé vndyr hero demayne
Man, beest, agd foul, and cuery creature,
With june the bondys of here goldyn choy‘ne :
"Eke heuene, and erthe, and cucry creature,
This Empcreasc of custum dothe embrace;
Grace. And next her com her Suster callyd Grace,
Passyug famous and of gre® renerence,
Most desyryd iu allé regiouns ;
For where thut cuere shewith here presence
She bryngith gludues to Citees and to townys;
Of all well fare she halt the possessionys :
For, y dar sey, prosperite in no placo
No whilc atadith, but it there be Grace.
Ju tokenc that Grace shal longe continue,
Vn to the Kyngshe shewyd her ful benygne; ,
Forlune. And next here com the Fmporesse 1 ortune,
To hym aperyng with many a noble signo
And Rialle tokenys, to shewo that he was digne
Of God disposyd, as lust o1deygne
. Vp on his hed to weré crownds tweyne.
Natura, These thye Ladics, al of on entent,
Gracia,  Thre goostly gyfiés, heuynly and deuyne,
et For- Vit to the Kyng anon they dyd present,
tuna. #nd to his highnesso they dyd a non enclyno:
And what they weien pleynly to determyfe,
Graco gaf hym first at his comynge
Two ryché gyftés, Sciens and Cunnynge.
N
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Nature gaf hym cke Strengthe and Fayrnesse,
For to be louyd and dred of euery wight ;
Fortune gaf hym cke Prosperite and Richesse,
With this scripture aperyng in ther sight,
To hym upplied of verey due right :—~
¢ First vndirstonde, and wilfully procede,
.And longe to regne,’ the Scripture seido in dede.

¢ Intende prosperitate procede ct regna.’
prosper p

 This is lo mene, who so vndirstondith a right,
Thou schalt by Fortune haue long prozperité ;
And by Nuture thou shalt have strengthe and might,
Forth to procede in long felicité ;
And Grace also hath grauntyd wn to the,

Vertuosly long in thi Roialle Citce

With Sceptre and crowne to regne in cquyté.

On tho right hand of these Emyperesses
" Stode vij madenys, very celestiall
Like Phebus bemys shone there golden tresses,
~* V| on there hedes ech hauyngss erownall :
- ¥ Of port and cheré semyng immortall,
. In sight transsendyng alle erthély creaturcs,
So angelik they weren of there figures.

All clad in white, in token of clennesse,
Liche pure Virgynés asin there entertys,

Schewynge outward an heuenly fresh brightnesse ;
Stremyd with sonnys weren alle there garmentys.
A forum prouydyd for pure jnnocentys,

Most columbyne of chere und of lokyng,

Mckly roos vp at the comyng of the Kyng.

They hadde on bawdrikes al on saphir hewe
. Goynge outward, 'gan the kyng salie ;
Hym presentyng with ther gyftés newe,
Lik as thei thought it was to hym duwe :
Whiche gostly giftés here in ordre ‘suwe
Down descendyng as siluer dewe from heuene,
Al grace includyd with jnne the giftés sewene.

These riall giftés ben of vertu most,
Goostly corages most soueraygnely delite;
The giftés callyd of the Holy Goost
Outward figuryd by scven dowys {duves)' white;
Seyenge to hym, lik as clerkés write,
¢ God the fulfille with intelligence,
And with a spirit of goostly supience.’
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¢ Impleat te Deus Spiritu sqpientie, et intellectus,
Spiritu consilii, et forlctudtms, sci.ntie, et pietatis,
et spiritu timoris Domini.’

¢ God sendé also, to thi moost avnile,
The to preserué from all heuynesse,

A spirit of strenghthé, and of good counsaile,
Of cunnyng, drede, pite, and of lounesse.
Thus thisc ladies 'gan there gyfiés dresse,

Gracionsly at there out comyng,

By iutluence light vp on the kyng.

These Empcrcsses hadde on there left syde
Othere vij Virgines pure and clene ; -

By accordaunce coutinually to a by de, (shining stars)
Al clad in white samete (satm) ful of sterves shene 5
And to declaré wiat they woldé mene .

Vanto the Kyng with ful gret reuerence,

These wreten there g)ﬁ.cs shortly in scntence :

- Induat te Dominus Corond Glorie, Sceptro Clementis,
Gladio Justitie, Pallio Prudentie, Scuto Fudet,
Galed Salutis, et Vinculo Pucis.’

¢ Gor the endue with a crowne of glorie,
And with a Sceptre of clennesse and pité ;
And with a shield of right und victorie,
Andwith a mantel of prudence clud thou be :
A shelde of feith for to defendé thee,
An helme of helthé wronght to thine encres, -
Girt with a girdell of loue and perfest pees.’

These vij Virgynes of sight most heuenly
With herte, body, and handys rcioysyng,

And of thero cheres aperid murely,

" For the Kynge's gracious hom comyng :
And for gludnesse they be gan to eynge

Most angelik, with heuenly armonye, -

This stme roundell which y shall now specifie.

¢ Souerayne lord wolcame to zourc Citee,

Wolcome oure Joye, and our hertys plesaunce 3
Wol , wolcome, right wol motr ye be,

Wolcome oure gladnes, wol oure suffi :
Syngyng to fore thi Rialle mageste

We saye of herte with oughten variaunoce
Sourreign lord wolcome, wolecome oure Jaye,
Wolcome you be, vnto yom- owne newe Troye’

N2
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¢ Mayr, Cilezines, and al the commonté,
At zoure hom comyng newé out of Fraunce,
By grace releuyd of there olde greuaunce,
Synge this day with gret solempnyté.’

Thus resceyuyd, an esy paas rydyng
The King is entred in to yis Citec.’

“The King next passed on to the Conduit in Cornhill,
where he was awaited by other Pageants equally sump-
tuous and interesting ; but as these are out of our pro-
vince, we shall mention them no farther.

“ There scems to have gone abroad a singular concep-
tion, that the Chapel of St. Thomas on London Bridge
did not exist beyond the tinie of King Henry the Sixth;
in the 23rd year of whose reign,—~1458,—there were four
chaplains serving in it ; though it was originally founded
but for two Priests, four Clerks, and their officers, inde-
pendently of the several chantries, or revenucs, left to
the establishment, for the singing of daily mass for the
souls of its henefactors.  The income of the Chapel,
however, more than ten ycars before that period, was
considered as worthy of some inquiry on the part of a
neighbouring ecclesiastic; for we find, in Newcourt’s
¢ Repertorium,’ which T have already cited, vol. i. p. 596,
the following particulars concerning it. In the year
1433, says this Author, ¢ Sir John Brockle, then Mayor
of London, upon a controversic that was then like to
arise between the said Mayor and Commonalty of Lon-
don, and the Bridge-Masters on the one part, and Richard
Morysby, Archdeacon of London, and Rector of St.
Magnus Church, on the other, about the oblations and
other spiritual profits, which were made in a certain
Chapel, called the Chapel of $t. Thomas on the Bridge,
within the precinets of this parish; therc was a compo-
sition, or agreement, then made, and confirmed by
Robert Fitzhugh, then Bishop of London, whereby
(inter alia) it was agrced, that the Chaplains of the
Chapel, and their succcssors, should reccive all the



1433.] LONDON BRIDGE. 181

profits of the Chapel to the use of the same, and the
Bridge, and should pay yearly at Michaelmas the sum
of xxd. to the said Church of St. Magnus, and to the
Reetor of the same, and to his successors for ever.’

“ And now that we are speaking of the property ap-
pertaining to London Bridge, it will be a fit place to give
you some idea whence it was in general derived ; T say,
in general, because the inquiry into all its sources would
be not only difficult, but almost impossible. Stow tells
you in his ¢ Survey,’ vol. i. p. 59, that after the crection
of buildings upon London Bridge, ¢ many charitable men
gave lands, tenements, or sums of money, towards the
maintenance thercof ; all which was sometimes noted,
and in a table fair written for posterity remaining inf the
Chapel, till the same Chapel was turned to a dwelling-
house, and then removed to the Bridge-House.” 'The
honest old Antiquary states, however, that he would
willingly have given a copy of this table of bencfactors,
but that he could not procure a sight of it; for, as he
was known to be a notable restorer of decayed and dor-,
mant charitics, he was occasionally refused admission to
such rccords as would have cenabled him to compile a
lasting register of all the pious gifts and bencfactions in
London. IIe never hesitated to reprove unfaithful
Executors, whether Corporations, or private persons,
some of which he caused to perform the testaments
which they proved, whilst the dishonesty of others he
left on record to futurity. It is then not to be wondered
at, if he oftentimes met with a repulse instead of inform-
ation ; ignorance opposcd him in one quarter, and interest
in another; and he might very well have taken up the
significant though homely complaint of Ames, when he
was composing his History of Printing, ¢ Some of those
persons freats folks, as jif they came as spics into their
affairs’ We have, however, some particulars of the
Bridge property, as well collected by Stow, as gathered
since his time ; and, firstly, I must notice to you, that
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at p. GO of his ¢ Survey,’ he states, that ¢ John Fecken-
ham, Civis et Bracciator,— Citizen and Brewer, or per-
haps, Corn-Meter,—* by his will, dated May 11th, 1436,
bequcathed to the Mayor and Commonalty of the City
of London, a Tenement with a Shop and Garden, in the
Parish of St. Augustine Pappey,—that is to say in St.
Mary at Axe,—* between the tenement and lands of the
Bridge of the City of London on the East, &c. To havo
to the Mayor and Commonalty of London, ad usum et
sustentationem operis Pontis preedictis in perpetuum, —
for the use and support of the work of the aforesaid
Bridge for ever,—*on condition that the Chaplains of
the Chapel of St. Thomas thé Martyr, on the Bridge,
celebrating, have his soul, and also the souls of the late
Lord Richard I, King of England, Edward Boteler,
knight. and the Lady Amne his wife, Richard Storme,
and Alicc his wife, and the soul of Joan, his'—the said
Feckenham's—¢ wife, perpetually recommended in their
prayers.” You may sce both the original and an
authentic copy of this Will, and that which 1 shall
‘hereafter mention, in the Bishop of London’s Registry in
St. Paul’s Cathedral. 'The Chamber in which they are
kept is entered through the Vestry on the Northern
side of the nave ; whence a flight of dark winding stairs,
Lighted only by loop-holes, leads you to a small square
room, surrounded by oaken presses containing the
original Wills ticd up in bundles. The (‘alendar, or
Index to the Register Books, extends from 1418 to 1599 ;
all after that year being kept at the Bishop’s Consistory
Court in Great Knight-Ryder Street, It is a small folio
volume, having a parchment cover, anciently tied with
strings, and is written in a small neat black text upon
parchment, though now much soiled by time and the
continual dust of the chamber. If ever you visit this
Registry, however, I would not have you trust too much
to this Calendar ; for in referring to the Will which I
have now quoted, its volume and page are called ¢ Moore,
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prima pars, folio iiij. ;" though the true reference is
*& Moore, folio cceclxij. a.” This volume, Moore, is so
called from the first Will entered in it, and it contains
registers of Wills from the ycar 1418 to 1438, beautifully
written'in a small black text upon parchment, in a very
thick square folio.

¢ Another henefactor to London Bridge mentioned by
Stow, was one John Edwards, Citizen and Butcher, whe
¢ gave by his Will, dated the 8th of November, 1442,
to John Hatherle, Mayor of the City of London, and to
John Herst and Thomas Cook, Masters of the work of
the Bridge of London, for ever, his tenement, with a
garden, in the Parish of St. Botolph, Aldgate, sitnate
between the tenement lately John Cornwallys's on the
South, & ¢, and extending from the King's Street leading
from Aldgate towards the Tower on the West, &e.,
towards the sustaining and reparation of the said Bridge.’
You will find this Will in the Register called 4 Stacy,
now Prowet, fol. ciiij. b, which extends from 1438 to
1449 ; though the Calendar marks it as entered at fol.
xxv. Both of these Wills are in Latin.

“ Without, at present, referring to the multitudes of
hooks and records of Bridge property, which must exist
in the office of the Comptroller of its Estates, 1 will give
you an abstract of one of thesc volumes, of which a
Manuscript copy is to he found in the Harleian (lol-
lection in the British Museum, No. 6016, fol. 152.
This book is entitled ¢ A Repertory by way of Survey,
of all the forren Jandes belonging to London Bridge, to
geather with all the quitt rents due to, and other rents
due from the same:’ and the industrious mortal who
copied it out has added, ¢ Borrowed the beoke 21e. ffebr.
1G53 of Captaine Richard Lee, Clarke of the Bridge-
house” The Survey js written in corrupt and abbre-
viated Latin, which, from the expressions which are -
made use of, would appear like the language of the
fifteenth century; and it contains many curious parti-
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culars of the names of persons and places, not elsewhere
to be found., I purpose, however, giving you only a
general statement of the amount of Bridge-property in
different places, with a few notices and extracts from the
more interesting parts; reminding you that these ab-
stracts have never yet been printed.—In the Parish of
St. Andrew the Bishop, London Bridge possesscd 20
huts or cabins, oceupicd by the Brotherhood of Friars
Minors, which were valued at 12/ 3s. 4d.  Then follows
an cntry of ¢ Lands and Meadows belonging to the
Bridge of London without the bar of Southwark, at Le
Loke, in Hattesham, Camerwelle, Lewesham, and Strat-
ford” In Lambcth ficld without Southwark, or St.
George's bar, 19 acres of land, lying towards Newington
and Lambeth, held of the Prior of Bermondscy, for the
yearly rent of 14s. 10d. At Le Loke,—that is to say,
partly on the site of the New Kent Road, and on part
of which was, doubtless, puilt that row of houses in
Blackman Strect, now called Bridge-house-Place, — 4
acres of arable land, called Longland, and 2} acres and
1 rood of meadow land, held by the yearly rent of 5s.
10d., payable at the Feast of $t. Michael. Also, on the
South part of King Strect, 2 acres of arable, and 2 acres
of meadow laud, culled Carpenterishawe, held of the
Archbishop of Canterbury, at the ycarly rent of 6d.,
payable at the Feast of St. Michacl the Archangel.
Also near St. Thomas Wateringgy, on the South part of
King's Street, 7 acres of arable, and two acres of meadow
land, called Fourecrofts, by the yearly rent of 4s. 8d.,
payable at the Feast of St. Michael and at Easter;
another piece of land lying towards Hattesham,—per-
haps Hatcham Manor,—containing ten acres of arable,
and 2} acres and 1 rood of neadow land, called Tevatree,
waa held for the same sum. At Le Steerte, near the
wall of Bermondsey, one acre of meadow ground, for
the rent of 2d. per annum ; and at Hattesham, at the
centrance of the Marsh, G acres of arable land cnclosed by
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a ditch, were held of the heirs of Simon de Kyme, for
the rent of onc penny per annum.  In Lewisham, Lon-
don Bridge scems to have had large possessions, since
they were let out to farm at the immense reht of 3/, 4x. ;
and to the property of the Manor was attached the
ancient feudal rights of heriot,—taking of the best beast,
when a new tenant came on the estate; wardship,—the
holding and enjoying the profits of a tenant’s land, who
was a minor; marriage,—claiming assistance from all
the tenants once, to furnish a dowry for the Lord’s eldest
daughter ; Reliefs and Escheats,—the payment of a cer-
tain sum on the entry of a new tenant, and the return
of forfeited cstates.  The land itself was divided, and
the original rents were as follow :

¢ €24 and 11 acres of arable land, called the Gregge-honse, §
acves of wood, in two groves, 42 acres of arable land, and 2 acres
of meadow lund, held of the Abbot of Gaunt, at the yemly rent of
14s. 92d. ; 22 acves held of the heirs of Lod John de Backwell
Kuight, at the yewly 1ent of 3e.5 10 acres, and 10 acres in the
field called Edwinesfelde, held of the Abbot of Stratford, at the
yearly rent of 10d.; 2 acres held of the heirs of Lord William
Bonquer, Knight, at the yearly rent of 8.5 13 acre lying in the
road near Depeford Bregge, held of the hews of Willium Clekots,
at the yearly 1ent of 14d.: 3 acres in a croft near Leuesham
Street, held of the heirs of Henvy Boyding, and William Atteford,
at the yearly rent of 2d. ;5 1% acre at Rombeigh, for which nothing
is paid ; 10 acres in the ficld cilled Brodefelde, held of the heirs
of William de Hinntingfeld, Knight, at the yearly rent of 1s. 8d.
Ltem. There is owing for tho said Manor to the liecits of Nicholas
de Fundon, the yearly rent of 1d. At Leuesham, a water-mill,
with 2 acres of pasture belonging to it, held of divers persons for
the, rent of ls. 5d. and half a quarter of corn out of the tolls
yearly, and the value of the tenths, from this time forth for ever,’

“The possessions of London Bridge, at Stratford, have
been already referred to, but for the sake of perspicuity,
i repeat them, and they were as follow :—One water-
mill, called ¢ Saynesmelle,” and four acres of meadow
land belonging to the same ; ¢ whereof one acre lies within
the close of the said mill, and four roods opposite to it
on the east; and they are evorywhere planted round
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with willows." One acre and one rood of meadow land
lie near ¢ Wyldemershbregge,” and are called ¢ Hors-
lese.” They are held of the heirs of the Lord Richard
de Playz, Knight, for the yearly rent of 17 17s.—Also
at Stratford are ten acres of meadow land held of the
same, and for the same rent: whereof four acres are
adjoining to the mill-pond called ¢ Spileman’s Melle,” and
four acres are lying near to the meadow called € Grygge-
wyche’s Mead,” and adjoin, in like manner, to the same
mill-stream. And one acre lics near the Bridge called
¢ Wildenmersshbregge,” and is enclosed by willows ; and
three roods of the same meadow lic near ¢ Golynant,
and one acre and one rood of the same meadow are lying
in one picee, adjoining to the mill-stream of ¢ Saynes-
melle.” At Royeshope, is one acre of meadow land,
formerly held by John Breggewrythe, at the yearly rent
of 2s., which is held, &e:, as aforesaid.  Also there are
of the same, 1} rood near Horslese, originally hought by
Roger Atte-vyne, and John Sterre, then Keepers of the
Bridge, which arc held of the Leirs of Thomas le Bele-
vere, for the annual rent of 1d.” The Vicar of West-
Ham also held one acre of meadow, assigned to him for
his tythe for the whole meadow; and 13 4d. were
paid to him ycarly, as tythe for the two mills, At
Stratford, also, was another water-mill belonging to
London Bridge, called ¢ Spylemanne’s Meclle,” which was
held of the heirs of Lawrence Stede, for the payment of
1d. yearly ; which mill being of Sutler's cstate, tythes
were paid for it by that estate, and it was therefore free
for ever, Therc were also four acres of meadow and
pasture belonging to it. All the foregoing were, at
the time of this survey, let out to farm by London
Bridge.

¢ Such were some of its possgssions out of the metro-
polis ; and I now procced to notice that more interesting
part of the volume, entitled, ¢ Quit-rents of London
Bridge, issuing from divers tenemcents of London and
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Southwark, according as they lic in different Parishes ;
and, firstly, of its property in the Parish of St. Magnua
the Martyr.’

4 ¢ Three shops, with galleries built upon them, now
held by Robert Kots and Lawrence Schrouesbury,
Glovers, standing at the Bridge stairs towards London,
with the houses belonging te London Biidge on the
South side. They were formerly belonging to the Frater-
nity called * Le Salue,” in the Church aforesaid. Two
shops with galleries built thercupon, held by Peter Wy-
dynton, Spicer, belonging to the same Fraternity, which
are situated by the same stairs, between'the way leading
down to the common sewer on {he South ; the tenements
belonging to the same Fraternity on the” North, the
tenements of Juhn Zakesle on the East, and the King's
road on the North; and they owe ycarly to the Bridge
of London, 3s” Another Tencment, held by Heury
Ziucle, Mason, paid 5s.: and it was sitnate hetween the
King's Road on the East, and the Oyster Gate on the
West.  Another Tencement paid 5 marks,—3/, Gs. 8d. ;—
it stood ‘at the corner opposite to 8t. Magnus’ Church,’
between the King’s Road towards  Byllyngesgate” on
the South, and the King’s Road, called * Bregge-streete,”
on the West. It belonged to a certain perpetual Chantry
in St. Magnus’ Church, for the soul of Thomas le Bener ;
also belonging to the same Chantry, and standing about
the same spot, was a tavern, which paid to the Bridge
2s. Gd. yearly. and the shop of the same paid 1s. 3d.
Certain other shops and tenements belonging to Richard,
the son of John Horne,—perhaps the eminent Town-
Clerk of that name, whom I have alrcady mentioned,—
paid 2 of yearly rent; and they were lying ncar the
narrow way called Redercs lanc on the East, in the Pa-
rishes of St. Magnus and St. Roth'i. A house belonging
to the Priory and Llonvent of $t. Mary, in Southwark,
paid 1s. : it stood between Oystergate on the East, and
the houses belonging to St. Magnus' Church on the
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West ; and cxtended from the King’s Road, called
“Stokfissmengeres Rewe,” on the North, down to the
River Thames on the South. Another house in the
Bridge Street, standing by that of John Somervyle, the
Soldsmith, ‘paid 8s. 9¢. to the Bridge; as did also an
adjoining shop and Louse ; thus making the whole Bridge
Rents in St. Magnus’ Parish amount to ¥/ 8s. 11d. per
annum. 1 have been the more particular in detailing
the property of London Bridge in this part of the City,
because it in some measure illustrates the ancient state
of it ; but 1 shall be much more brief,—and, J dare say,
much more to your content,—in speaking of its posses-
sions in the other parishes mentioned in this Manuscript.

“* Tn the Parish of St. Botolph, ncar Byllyngesgate,” the Bridge
owned the following

< One Tenement in the King's Street leading to ¢ Bylynges-
gate,” 16s.  One Tenement, a Granary, or Brewery, with two
Shops in the same, 12d.  Total I7s.

¢ ¢ In the Parish of St. Mary atte ITulle.” Onc Messuage on
¢ Byllyngesgate® Quay, called the ¢ Bolcheued, 1ls. 84 The
Priory and Convent of the [Holy Trinity on the Quay ealled ¢ Tre-
verswaife, 6s. 84, The honse of William Walwoyth in the narrow
way leading to * Treyerswarfe, 3s. 4d.  Total £1. 1s. 8d.

¢ ¢ In the Parish of St. Dunstan the Bishop, towards the Tower
of London.” A Tencment called ¢ Cokedenhalle,” standing ¢ at
the comer of the nartow way ealled Maitelane,” on the East, and
the Tenements belonging to St. Dunstan’s (‘hurch on the West,
and the King’s Road called, * le Toustreete’ on the South, 8s.
A Tevement adjoining the same, 75, A Tencment belonging to
John Atte Vyne, son and heir of William Atte Vyne, standing
near, ¢ the nmrrow way called Mengehouslane,” 3. A Tenement
belonging to ¢ Gyhalle,” standing between the corner of the narrow
way called ¢ le Chirchielane,’ Fastwurd, and the foregoing 4s. 8¢,
The house of Andrew the Canon, standing West of the foregoing,
45, 8d. Tenoments of John Pyebuker, belonging to the sameo
Canon, 2s. 6d ; of Alic. Bemelioo, Lelonging to the same Canon,
2s. 6d.; of Johm Morton, Clerk, in the corner of the Church-
yard of St. Dunstan’s, near the nprrow passage leading to tho
Tower, 48, 8d. ; of Isabella Rotheryng and her sister, standing by
the Thames, 25.  Total £1. 195, X

“¢In the Parish of All Saints de Berkyngchurch.” A Teno-
ment of John Longe, the Fishmonger, standing between the
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Tencments of London Bridge, on the East, the Tenements of
Walter Deany, the Fishmonger, on the West, and ¢ 1o Tourstreete’
on the North, 3s.

*¢In the Parish of St. Andrew Mlubert in Estchiepe” A
corner Tenement held by Richard Croydon, standiug by the said
Church on the North, between the narrow way adjoining, and the
King’s way called ¢ Seyntandrewys-lane’ on the West, 12,

¢ In the Parish of St. Margarct in Brizyge Streetg.” A Tene-
ment of John Littele, the Fishwonger, standing in ¢ le Crokede-
lane,’ 4s.

“¢In the Parish of St. Leonard, the Abbot, in Estchepe)
One Tenement in ¢ Candelwykstrecte,” held by William Yuory,
£1. 6s. 8d. A Shop held by the sume, between the Tencments
of the Prior and Convent of ¢ Cristecherehe,” on the North, and
the King’s road, called ¢ Grascherchestrete,” on the East, 8s.
Another Tencment, 1s.  Another Tencment standing by the
corner Tenement of the Hospital of the Blessed Mary without
¢ Busshopisgate,’ on the North, and the King's road, called ¢ Est-
chepe,” on the East, 25. A Tencment of the Prioress of St.
Helen's, having ¢ Grascherchestrete' on the West, 135, 4d. There
was also another Tencment of Js, rent, having Eastcheap on the
Kast.  Total £2, 125,

“¢ In the Parish of St. Benedict de Grascherche.” One Tene-
wenty, & Granary, or Brewery, with two Shops, of Benedict de
Cornewayle, having the King's road, called ¢ Fancherchesticete’ to
the South, 9s. 4d.

“¢In the Parish of All Saints de Grascherche.”  One Tene-
ment with a forge and 4 Shops, standing between the corner
Tencment of the Prior und Convent of Ely on the South, and the
Tenement belouging to the Bretaren of the Cioss, called ¢ le C{-
dinaleshat® on the North, and the King's road, called * Grascherch-
strete” on the West, 408, .\ Granary, 55, Total £2. 5s.

$6¢ In the Puish of St. Katherine de Cricherch.” A Granary
stunding in a corner between the narrow way called Bellezeterslane
on the East, and the Tenement of Philip Page on the West, 8s.

““¢In the Parish of St. Mary Attenaxe.) Ten Shops, with
Galleries built upon them, standing in a corner, between the King's
way, which is between London Wall and the aforesaid Shops, and
the way that leads from the Church of St. Mary Attenaxe, to the
Church of ¢ $t. Augustine Papheye,” on the West, 1s.

*“¢In the Parish of St. Augustine Papheye.” The Tenement of
Richard Sthet, Fuller, standing by the Tenements of London
Bridge on the Eust, and th¢ King’s road under London Wall
on the North, and the Garden of the Prior of Cricherch on the
South, 12d.
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¢ ¢ In the Parish of St. Martin Otiswych.! A Tenement with
a large door, and u Shop on both sides of 1t, standing between the
Church-yard on the North, and the King's road, called ¢ Bisshopis-
gatestreete,’ on the East, 3s.

“¢ In the Parish of St. Michaol upon Cornhulle.” A Tenement
with two Shops, having Cornhill upon the South, 8s,

“¢In the Parish of St. Kdmund in Lumbardstrete.’ Certain
Tencments with Shops, standing between the Tenements of St,
Thomas's Hospital in ¢ Sothewarke,” on the North, and the King’s
way, called ¢ Beichersline,’ on the West.  They owe yearly to
London Bridge, by the Will of Henry of Gloucester, Goldsmith, &s.

“¢In the T'arish of St. Clement, near Candelwykstret.' A
Tenement of the Abbot and Convent of Stratford, standing between
the Tenement of Thomas Clench, Fishwmonger, on the South, 1he
Tenement of the perpetual Chantry of the swd Church, which was
formetly John de Charteneys, on the North, and the narrow way
called * Scyntclementslanc’ on the West. It owes yearly to Lon.
don Bridge, by the legacy of Henry of Gloucester, 28, A Tene-
ment with four Shops, 25, Three Shops with galleries erected upon
them, and a certain place called ¢ Wodchagh,” bounded on the
South by Cundlewick strect, 48, Total 8s.

¢ Tn the Parish of St. Michacl in le Crokedelane.’” A Tene-
ment in Stokfisschmongeresrewe,” belonging to the Chaplain of
¢ Kyngeston.” 5s.  An ancient Tenement, having the Tencment of
the.perpetunl Chantiy of the said Church, which was formerly
John Alel's, on the West, and the narrow way called ¢ Crokede-
lane’ on the North, 3s. Total 10s.

¢ In the Parish of All Saints the Less.” A Tencment having
the Tenewents of St. Burtholomew’s Ilospital on the West, and
thg King's way called ¢ Tamystrete’ on the South, 4s. Certain
Tencments standing in the short narrow way of St. Lawrence,
between the Tenement of the Master of St. Lawrence’s Colege on
the North, and Thames-street on the South, 10s.  The Tencment
of tho said Master, Gs. Total 20s.

‘¢ 1n the Parish of St, T.awrence, near Candelwykstret.” A
Tenement belonging to ¢ Gyldhalde’ of London, having the College
of the said Church on the East; the narrow way which goes from
the Church-yard of the same Church to Candlewyck-street, on the
Woest; the said Church-yard on the South ; and a Tenement be-
longing to a perpetual Chantry in the Church of St. Swythin on
the North, 19s. 8d.

“* ln the Parish of the Blessed Mary of Abbecherch.) A
Tenement, having the Tcnement of the Flospital of St. Katherino,
ncar the l‘o“el on the North, and the Burial-place of the aforesaid
Church on the East, 10s.
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¢ Tn the Parish of St. Swythin the Bishop.” A Tencment
held by Solomon Faunt, standing between the Church aforesaid on
the South; the Tencment of Henry Fyuyan, Draper, on the
North, and the King's way called ¢ Swythynislane’ on the East,
2s. 6d.  The Tenement of the said Henry Fyuyan, standing by
that of John Hendo, Draper, 23, Total 4s. 6d?

 ¢In tho Parish of St, Mary de Bothhaghe.® A Tenemnent
held by Lord Thomas de Salesbury, Knight, standing between the
Tenement with the Great Gato also helonging to the same, on the
East, and Candlewick-strect on the South, 12d.

€ ¢ In the Parish of St. Stephen de Walbrok.! Two Tenements
under one edifice, standing by the Tenewnent of John Norwich, the
Goldsmith, on the South, and the King’s way, called Wulbrook,
on the West, 2s. .

¢ ¢ In the Pariah of St. Mary Woolnoth.” A corner Tenement,
which formerly was Hamon Lumbard's, having the narrow street,
called ¢ Beyntswythinislane,” to the East, and that called * Berebyn-
dereslane,’ to the South, 13s. 4d.  Another Tenement standing in
a corner in * Schytelboanclane,’ 2s.  Total 15s. 4d.

“¢In tho Parish of St. Byrtholomew the Lces. A Tenement,
a Granary, or Brewery,” having tho Kiiig's way called ¢ Bradde-
strete,” on the North, 25, Gd.

¢ ¢ In the Darish of St. Pancras.” One Cell, called ¢ le Brode-
eclde,’ of which one entrance is by the large open place towards
¢ Superslane ’ on the East, and another 18 towgrd ¢ Chepe,” at the
sign of the Key, on the North, 6s. 8d.

¢ ¢ In the Parish of St. Michael at Queen’s bank,’—or Wharf,
—* A Tencment, with its offices, which belongs to the Abbot and
Couvent of the Monustery of the Blessed Mary of Grace, near tho
Tower of London : it stands in a corner between the narrow way
that leads to the Saltewmif on the East, and the Tencement of the
Abbot of Jesus on the West, and it cxtends from the narrow way,
called * Ratonnceslane,’” on the North, down to the Thames South-
ward,’ 2s.

¢ ¢« In the Parish of St. Martin at Ludgate.’ A T t with
a forgo standing in a corncr without Ludgate, having the nariow
street, called ¢ Littlebayly,” on the West, and the King's way,
called ¢ Flctestrete,” on the Nerth, 9s.

$¢ ¢In tho Parish of St. Bridget, the Virgin, in Flot-strete.” A
Tenement, a Granary called ¢ le Horsothghop,’ #ith two Shops,”
having Fleet-strect on the North, and zelonging to a certain
Chantry in St. Paul’s Church, foy celcbrating Mass for the Soul of
Walter Thorpo, 8s. /

¢ ¢Tn the Parigh of St. Alban de "vyodestret.' A Tenement,
called ‘le Horsscho,’ 4s.  Aunother Tenemcut, having the Tene-
went of the Iospitul of the Blessed Mary without ¢ Busschopes-
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te,” on the South, and the King’s way, called ¢ Wodestret,” on
Ee ‘West, 25. 'T'otal 6s.

6 ¢In the Parish of the Blessed Mary of Athelmanbery.’ A
Tenement standing in a corner between the narrow way called
¢ Phylippeslane,’ on the West; that called ¢ Paddelance’ on the'
South, and the Tencmout of St. Paul's Church on the North, 2

¢ ¢In the Parish of St. Michael de Bassyngeshawe. A’ 'l‘un.-
ment with cight shops, standing in a corner, towurds T.ondon Wall,
having the King’s way, called ¢ Bassyngcshn\\c,’ on the West, 2‘.
Two other Tenements, bs. 6d.  Total 8s. 6d.

«¢In the*Parish of St. Olavc at the Wall." A Tenement,
formerly b(-lon%r:g to the Prior of the ospital of the Blessed

- Mary without Bishopsgate, having the King's wny, called ¢ Mug-
welle- stret,’ to the Kast, 3s. 6d.

¢ In the Parish of St. Stephen in Colmanstret” Certain vacant
places, by the legacy of Henryof Gloucester, 2s.

¢ ¢In"the Parishes of St. Faith and St, (‘lcgm). Celﬁﬂn‘shops

“standing in * Patcrnostrerewe,” under thePalace of the Bishop of
London, newly erected by the venciable Lord Michael, do North-
borough, formerly Bwlmp of London, 40s.
46 A “Fencment in ¢ Redeerouchsty rote,” which cannot be found,
4d. Also in ¢ Est Smcthfeld* was formerly a Tencmnent; which is
,pow the common Church-yard, 4d. Another in * Blachynglegh,’
“12d.  Also in Stratford, a picee of meadow land, formerly Leld, to
farm of the Bridge. Lccln.rs, being the sixth part of o meadow
culled * Ruschope,” 28.  Also at ¢ Sabryschesworth,” a TcuemEnl
3d. Total 3s. 1 M. )

“¢In the Parish of St. Olave of Sothewerk.' Two’Shops pf
the ITospital of St. Thomas of Sothewark, standing ix & corner nt
the stairs of London Bridge towards Southwnrk between the Tcnp.
mnents belonging to the said Bridge on the North, the Kiag's “way
of Southwark on the South, and the stairs aforesaid on the-East,
8s. A cornor Tcucment, now belonging te the Church of.St.
Michael in ‘lo Reole, which is called Patcrnosurcherclw’ and”
standmg at the aforesnid stairs, having the Kiug's wiy leading

* Bertiundeseye,” on the South ; the Tencments of 'the Dridge
uforcomd on tho North, and the aforcsaid stairs on ‘the West,
13s. 4d. Total 21s. 4d.

« <Ia the Parish of St. Margarot in Sothewerk.’ Oue T
ment of the pital of St. Thomas of ¢ Sothewark,’ lnhng“
King’s way ‘of ¢ Sotbewerk ’ on the Enst, 45

¢ ¢In the Parish of 3t (.rqorgo in Sothewerk.’. -Asoertaip
Tenement und Garder ealled  Exuuiwe, which the' Prior and
Convent of the Blessed Mtry of Southwark now hold ; standiug in
a corner at the Cross in ¥ Kentestreote,” between the King’s way
which lcads to Bermondsey on the North, the King’s way callod
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Kent-street on the West, and a garden on the South, 13s. 4d. A
Tencnont called ‘le Mote,” having tho Tenement of the Hospital
of 8t. Thomus of Southwark on the North, a garden on the South,
and Keut-street on the West, 85, A Tenement smn.‘lmg at * Le
Loke,’ near the Bridge Tenemeuts, 2s. Total 23s. 4d.’

“ 3uch, Mr. Barbican, were the gifts to London Bridge
of Quit-rents, or small sums reserved by various land-
lords out of their charters and leases, for the support and
improvemcnt of this noble edifice, Their whole amount
was 804. 0s. 2d. per annum, a splendid revenue, if, as I
imagine from scveral circumstances, this very cunous'
survey was made about the middle of the thirteenth
century. Scveral of these gifts are authenticated by
references to the original gragts, read and enrolled in the
Court of Hinstings at Guildhall, at various mectings held
during the reign of ng Edward I.: whilst another
authqrity, often cited, is called ¢ the Red Rentaly’ which
also makces mention "of Godardus, a Chaplain, and his
brethren of London Bridge. The light these very brief

~curious notices shed upon Parothial history and
autiquitics, has made e give you a more particular
account of them, than might be perfectly agreeable to
yony though“i.s I have not quite finished the volume,
I mpust reqiiest you patiently to hear me a little longer
lpeak of the ancient landed property of London Bridge.”

“Qh! go on, Sir, pray go on!” said I, in a tone of
mock resignation,  ‘ake your own time, Mr. Barnaby ;
“thotigh, te be'sure, there scems but little reason why I

,should say so. I had, indecd, fondly hoped, that when
you coitld no.longer plague me with a Patent Roll, 1
might restsecure from, any thing more provoking ; but
I must certainly own I was a most short-sighted mortal
for tlunng s0, since your genius can’ never waut a
weapon -tb be drowsy with: but, I suppose, that yon
rarely nieet with a hearcr so qmet so mild, so undoubt-
ing, and so easily satisfied as 1 have proved: and there-
fore, suffer T must.”
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¢ T have truly,” said he, in a short dry voice, *scldom
met with a companion like you: but, I am sure, you
will not think these extracts wearisome, when you
remember that so little is known abhout the possessions
of London Bridge; and that the fragments which I have
repeated to you are all of the most undoubted aunthority,
as yct unprinted, and almost locked up in a barbarous
mixture of abbreviated and corrupt French, Saxon, and
Latin.  To return then to the Survey,—which, 1 assure
you, I have very ncarly concluded,—it next records the
Bridge property at ¢ Les Stocks,” somewhat of which,
you may remember, 1 have already spoken: and contains
one of the most curious and ancient descriptions of that
once-famous market now extant :—thus commences the
entry.

*

¢ ¢ Near the Chureh of the Blessed Mary of Wolcherchelawe,
is a cerfaine Cattle-Fold called les Stocks, ordained for Butchers
and Fishmongers, where the same may sell flesh and fish ; the
rent of which 18 uncertain, because any greater or smaller value
arises from the way in which places in it may be oocupied by the
Butchers upon Ilesh-days, and by the Fishmongers on Fish-days,
Upon this Cattle-stall are threc mausions, aud one slaughter-
honse, built above it, the principal of which maysions is towards
Cornhill, being now held by Williun Vale, Fishmnonger, and it
yvields to London Bridge, jcarly, 30s. Also, on the West_side,
towards the Conduit, is wnother mansion, held by John FLoukeyn,
Fishmonger, which pays yearly 20s.  Also thero is another.little
mansion in_the middle of the house upon the Stocks on the North
side, paying 10s. Also on the South part of the Stocks is a
slaughter-house, for which rent is not paid. Total 60s. Aund in
the stalls aforcsaid, called the Stocks, arg places measured for the
Fishmongers’ tables, namely four feet and o balf and two thumbs
breadth in length, and called Poulissel, having legs, the which
places arc occupied by the Butchers om¥Flesh-days at the price of
4d. the week. And the same places aro occupied by the Fish-
mongers on Fish-days, at the pricc of 3d. by the week. Of these
places there are 19 on the South part next the Church ; 18 on the
North ; 15, in one row, in the middle of the housc on the South ;
and at the Eastcru front of the said house are four places for Fish-
mongers, three of which are ocenpicd by Butehers on the Flesh-
days. Iu the West front of the said house are two places, occupied
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as well by Butchers as by Fishmongers ; but the certain amount
of the rents of these caunot be ascertained, because any of the
aforesaid places may be occupied or not, and thus a Jarger or a
smaller sum may appear upon the account-rolls of the gate-kecpers
of the place aforcsaid, in different wecks and years.  Without the
Stocks, at the West front, are five places for Fishinbngers, where,
ou Fish-days, they scll their fish; and, on Flesh-days, three of
them are occupied by the Butchiers.  There are also 22 places and
a half under the walls of the house, appointed for Butchers to sell
fiesh on Flesh-days ; whercof 18 places are under the North wall,
and 4 places and a half are under the wall of the Eastern front, of
which places the value, when they are occupied, is 4d. per week :
but now they are not fully engaged, and therefore no certain sum
can be stated.”

¢ ¢ Also, it is to be known that the gifts, legacies, and obla-
tions of the Corbell-Chapel, st'mdmg on the Bridge, “with ' — the
Poutage from—"* the carts earrying bread for sale crossing over it,
and the passage of vesscls under ity are uncertain in amount, because
they may be greater or less in value, as they appear in the account-
rolls of the Keepers of the said Bridge for different years.”

“ The Survey concludes with an abstracted list of
rents paid by London Bridge for lands and tencments
held in various pln.ccs, both in, and out of, the City; Imt
as I have ahcady given you several particulars of these,
and as they dd not contain any great additional informa-
tion, I shall but ohserve from them’ that their total
amount appears to be 20L 0s 9id.; and as we are
occasionally informed that the lands were let out to farm,
we may conclude that the Bridge-keepers were amply
recompensed for the payment of & sum cven so great as
this. The dishurscinents of London Bridge were, indeed,
always considerable, for Stow observes in his ¢ Survey.’
p- 59, that the account of William Mariner and Chris-
topher Elliott, Wardens of that edifice, from Michaelmas,
in the 22nd year of Henry VI11.—1506,—to the Michael-
mas ensuing, amounted to 8152 17s. 24d., all payments
and allowances included. ,

“ We must now set sail again on the ocean of English
History, as it is connccted ®ith London Bridge; and
you are to remcmber that we are yet in the reign of

02
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King Henry V1., though we have mentioned a multitude
of dates since the commencement of our digression : and
the next event in its Chronicles, relates to the destruction
of & considerable portion of it in the year 1437. I have
already cited to you some of the writings of William of
Worcester, and in another work of which he was also
the author, enticled ¢ Annales Rerum Anglicarum,” he
gives a slight notice of this event, which you will find in
the cdition printed in Hearne’s ¢ Liber Niger, vol. ii. p.
458, taken from an autograph manuscript in the Library
of the College of Arms. The best accounts, however,
are furnished by Fabyan, on p. 433 of his Chronicle, and
by Stow in his ¢ Annals,’ p. 376. From these we learn
that on Monday, January the 14th, the Great Stone
Gate, and Tower standing upon it, next Southwark, fell
suddenly down into the River, with two of the fairest
arches of the same Bridge : ¢ and yet,” adds the habitu-
ally pious Stow, ¢ no man perished in body, which was a
great worke of God.’

“In the ycar 1440, the Annals of London Bridge
became again interwoven with the great historical events
of the kingdom, which impart such dignity to its own
records, inasmuch as the Bridge-Street, by which is
meant as well the passage over the Thames as the main
street beyond it on cach side, was one scene of the publie
penance of Elcanor Cobham, Duchess of Gloucester, for
Witcheraft. The inflexible honesty of the Duke, who
was protector of England during the minority of Henry
VI., and presumptive heir to the crown, had created a
violent party against him, the heads of which were
Cardinal Henry Beaufort, Bishop of Winchester, and
William de la Pole, first Duke of Suffolk. With regard
to his Sovercign, however, not all the spics, which were
placed about Humphrey Plantagenet, Duke of Gloucester,
by these powerful and inyeterate enemies, could find
even a pretence for the ‘:&ightcst charge ; though that
which they were unable to discover in him, they found
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in his Duchess, who was then accuscd of Witcheraft and
High Treason: it being asserted that she had frequent
conferences with one Sir Roger Bolingbroke, a Priest, who
was supposed to be a necromancer, and Margaret Jour-
dain, a witch, of Eye, near Westminster ; assisted and
advised by John Hum, a Priest, and Thomas Southwell,
Priest, and Cunon of St. Stephen’s, Westminster.
Shakspeare, in his ¢ Second Part of Henry the Sixth,”
Act i. Scenes 2 and 4, and Act ii. Sccnes 1 and 4, has
recorded several particulars of this circumstance ; and
makes the Duchess ask some questions concerning the
King's fate; though shc was, in reality, charged with
having his image made of wax, which, being placed
before a slow fire, should cause his strength to decay as
the wax melted. The result of the inquiry was, that
Jourdain was burned in Smithfield; Southwell died
before his execution, in the Tower; Bolingbroke was
hanged, drawn, and quartered, at Tyburn; and, on
November the 9th, the Duchess was sentenced to perform
public penance at three open places in London. On
Monday the 18th, therefore, she came by water from
Westminster, and, landing at the Temple-bridge, walked,
at noon-day, through Fleet-street, bearing a waxen taper
of two pounds weight to St. Paul’s, where she offered it
at the Iligh Altar. On the Wednesday following she
landed at the Old Swan, and passed through Bridge-
street and Grace-Church-strect to Leadenhall, and at
Cree-Church, near Aldgate, made her second offering :
and on the ensuing Friday, she was put on shore at
Qucen-Hythe, whence she proceeded to St. Michael's
Church, Cornhill, and so completed her penance. In
cach of these processions her head was covered only by
a kerchief, her feet were, bare; scrolls, containing a
narrative of her crime, were affixed to her white dress,
and she was received and atterided by the Mayor, Sheriffs,
and Companies of London.

The leading features of these events are of course in
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all the numerous volumes of English Ilistory, but for the
more particular circumstances [ must refer you to Stow’s
¢ Annals,’ pp. 381, 382; to fol. Ixxxiiii.a of the Chro-
nicle of Edward Hall, an eminent Lawyer who died in
1547, and whose work is entitled ¢ The Vnion of the two
Noble ITouses of Lancastre and Yorke,” London, 1550,
folio ; and, finally, to the Harleian Manuscript No. 565,
p- 9Ga.  Of which latter most curious work we now
take leave, for soon after recording this event, it termi-
nates imperfectly ; though I may obscrve, that when
speaking of the fate of Roger Bolingbroke, on p. 66 b, it
adds, concerning him, that the same day on which he was
condemned at Guildhall, he ¢ was drawe fro y¢ Tower of
London to Tiborn and there hanged, hedyd, and quar-
tered, and his heed set up on London Bridge. His
quarters were disposed of at Hereford, Oxford, York,
and Cambridge.

“ In 1444, William de la Pole, whom I have just
mentioned, was one of the King’s Ambassadors in France,
when, with his usual lofty and impetuous spirit, he sud-
denly proposed a marriage between Heary VI., and
Margarct, daughter of Réné, Duke of Anjou, and titular
King of Jerusalem, Sicily, Arragon, Valence, &e., without
any instructions from his Sovereign, or even acquainting
his fellow - commissioners with his design. Notwith-
standing the Duke of Gloucester opposcd this union at
the Council Board in England, yet the Earl managed his
proposal so skilfully, that he procured himself to be
created a Duke, and despatched into France to bring
over the Queen : and on Thursday, the 22d April, 1445,
she, was conscquently married to Henry at Tichfield
Abbey, Southwick, in the County of Southampton. It
was, probably, in her way from Eltham Palace to West-
minster, before Ler Coronation, that she was greeted
by the fumous pageants prcpared for her on London
Bridge, on Friday, the 28th of May ; for you will remem-
ber that she was crowned at Westminster Abbey, on
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Sunday, the 30th of the month, by John Stafford, Arch-
bishop of Cauterbury. However it might be, she was
met at scveral places by many persons of rank, with’
numerous attendants having their sleeves embroidered,
or decorated in the most costly manner, with badges of
beaten goldsmith’s work ; and especially by the Duke of
Gloucester, who received her with 500 men habited in
one livery. At Blackheath, according to custom, the
Mayor, Sheriffs, and Aldermen, clothed in scarlet,
attended her with the several City companies, all mounted
and dressed in blue gowns, having cmbroidered sleeves
and red hoods : and in this manner Queen Margaret and
her followers were conducted through Southwark and the
City, ¢ then beautified,—says Stow in his ¢ Annals,’
p- 384, where he rclates all these particulars,—¢ with
pugeants of diuers histories, and other showes of wel-
come, marucllous costly and sumptuous.” Ile pgives,
however, but a very brief statement of them in his printed
book ; though in his Manuscripts, several of which are
_extant in the Harleian Collection in the British Muscum,
there are the very verses spoken to the Queen on the
Bridge, composed, as he says, by John Lydgate. 'The
Manuscript I allude to, is onc to which 1 have already
made a reference, being No. 542, a small 4to volume
written on autique paper, in Stow's own plain, but mi-
nute handwriting.  In this volume, therefore, article 16,
on p. 101 a, is entitled, ¢ The speches in the pagiaunts at
y*© cominge of Qwene Margarct wyfe to Henry the syxt
of that name Kynge of England, the 28th of Maye, 1445,
¥° 23d of his xeigne.” The first pageant, which was an
allegorical representation of Peace and DPlenty, was
erected at the foot of London Bridge, and the motto
attached to it was ¢ Ingredimini et replete Terram,—
Enter ye and replenish the carth,—taken from Genesis ix.
according to the Vulgate Latin. The Virses addressed
to Queen Margaret were as follow :—  °
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¢ Most Christian Princesse, by Influence of gracc,
Poughter of Jherusalem, owr Pleshunce
And joie, weleome as ever Irincess was,
‘With hert entier, aud hoole affiftunce :
Cawser of weh)w ioye, abunddunce,
Youre Citee, yowr pwph-, your subgets all,
With herte, with worde, with dede, your hfglmesse to aviunce,
Wel. ome! Welcome! Welcome! vuto you call.’

“ Upon the Bridge itself appeared a pageant repre-
senting Noah’s Ark, hearing the words ¢ Jum non ultra
irascar super terram,'—Ilcnceforth there shall no more
be a curse upon the éarth,—Gienesis viii. 21, and the fol-
lowing verses were delivered before it :—

¢ So trustethe your people, with asswaunce
Thiowghe yowr grace, and highe benignitie.—
’Twixt the Realnes two, England and Fraunce,
Peces shall approche, rest and vaité :
Mars set aspde with all his crueltyé,
Whiche too longe hathe trowbled the Realmes twayne ;
Bidynge yowr comforte, in this adversité,
Most Chiistian Princesse owr Tady Soverayue.

Right as whilom, by God’s myght and grace,
Noé this a1ké dyd forge and ordayne 5
‘Wherein he and his might escape and passc
The flood of vengeaunce cawsed by trespasse :
Conveyed aboute as god liste him to gye.
By meanc of merey found a vesting place
Aftar the flud, vpon this Armouie.
Vnto the Dove that browght tho braunche of peas,—
Resemblinge yowr symplenesse columbyne,—
Token and signé that the flood shuld cesse,
» Conducte by grace and power devyne ;
Soune of comtort "gynncth faire to shine
By yowr presence whereto we synge and seyne
Welcome of ioye right extendet lyne
Moste Christian Princesse, owr Lady Sovercyne.”

¢ We shall here take our leave of the poct Lydgate, by
whose descriptive verses we have illustrated three splen-
did scenes in the history of London Bridge; and I pray
you, if it be but in gratitude for this single circumstance,
rcject, as malignant and untrue, the character given of
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him by Ritson, when he calls him a ¢ voluminous, pro-
saick, and drivelling Monk.” Warton is not only more
liberal, but more just in his estimate, when Be says that
¢no poet had greater vegsatility of talents, and that he
moves with equal ease in every mode of composition.’
He admits that he was naturally verbose and diffuse,
tedious and languid : but he asserts also, that he had great
excellence in flowery description ; that he increased the
power of the English language ; and that he was the first
of our writers whose style is clothed with modern per-
spicuity. * His Muse was of universal access,” he conti-
nues, ¢ and he was not enly the’ poet’ of his monastery,
but of the world.” Alike happy in composing a Masque,
a Disguising, a May-game, a Pagcant, a Mummery, or a
Carol, for Ritson’s list of his poctus, amounting to 251,
embraces all these, and numerous other subjects.

“ The year 1450 was made memorable by the daring
insurrection of Jack Cade and the commons of Kent,
whieli arose, partly, out of the popular belief that the
Duke of Suffolk had caused the loss of a great portion
of France to the English crown; and, partly, from the
pretensions of Richard, Duke of York, to the throne;
in consequence of the haughtiness, despotism, and usur-
pation of Queen Margaret, and William De Ja Pole, her
favourite.  After some vaif® attempts to satisf the
comraons concerning the Duke of Suffolk, King Henry
banished him from the realm for five years; when after
his embarkation his vessel was chased by an English ship
called the Nicholas, belonging to the Constable of the
Tower, by whidp it was captured, the Duke seized, and
his head struck off on the side of a boat in Dover-roady ;
after which, it was carclessly cast with the body upon
the sands. "This murder, however, did not restore quiet-
ness to England, for the Dukt of York being thus relieved
from a powerful enemy, immediately proceeded in his
own designs upon the Crown. By his instigi#tion, there-
fore, one John Cade assumecd the name of Sir John
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Mortimer, of the house of March, who, in reality, had
been bcheaded in 1425, on a charge of treason. Cade
was a native of Ireland, and formerly a servant to Sir
Thomas Dacre, Knight, of Sussex ; but having cruelly
murdered a pregnant woman, he took sanctuary, and
forsware the kingdom. With such a character, he began
his work of reformation in Kent, in May, 1450 ; assum-
ing also, as some tell us, the title of John Amendall, and
easily drew so many malcontents together, that, in a few
days, he was enabled to approach London, and to encamp
with his rebel forees upon Blackheath, When Henry
marched against himn, he retired into a wood near Scven-
oaks; where he remained, until the King, supposing his
followers dispersed, returncd to London, and contented
himself with despatching after them a detachment of his
army commanded by Sir Humphrey Stafford ; which
division falling into the ambush, was cut in pieces, and
its leader slain.  Elated by this success, Cade again
marched towards London, whilst Henry and his Court
retreated to Kenilworth Castle, in Warwickshire ; leav-
ing a garrison in the Tower, under command of the Lord
Scales. The rebels, however, now became increased by
multitudes, which joined them from all parts; and on
Wednesday, the 1st of July, Cade arrived in Southwark,
where helodged at the Ha*, for, says Alderman Fabyan,
in his ¢ Chronicle,” from whom Stow almost verbally
copies this story, ¢ he might not be suffered to enter the
Cit.e.” Jack Cade, however, had but too many friends
within the gates of London. The Commons of Essex
were alrcady in arms, and were mustoged in a ficld at
Mile-end ; and upona discussion in the Court of Common-
Council on the propricty of admitting the rebels over
the Bridge, the loyul-hearted Alderman, Robert Horne,
so incensed the populace, by speaking warmly against
the motion, that they were not reduced to order until
hc was committed to Newgate. About five o’clock then,
on the afternoon of Thursday, July 2nd, London stained
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her Annals by opening the Bridge-gates to Cade, and his
rabble rout. As he crossed the Draw-bridge, he cut
with his sword the ropes which supported it; and on
entering into the City, so beguiled the inhabitants, and
even Nicholas Wilford, or Wyfold, the Lord Mayor, that
he procured a free communication between his followers
and London, though he himself again withdrew to his
lodging in Southwark.

“ In Shakspeare’s vivid scenes of this rebellion, in his
¢ Second Purt of King Henry the Sixth,” Act iv., Scene
4th. a messenger tells King Henry,—

¢ Jack Cade hath gotten Londou Bridge; the Citizens
Fly and forsake their houses :*-—
and in the next scenc a Citizen says, ¢ they have won the
Bridge, killing all that withstand them.” In Scene Gth,
Cade cries, *Go and set London-Bridge on fire;" and
Edmund Malone, in his note upon this passage, tells us,
what we certainly cannot find by any other history, that
“at that time London Bridge was built of wood ;* adding,
from Hall, that ¢the houses on London Bridge were,
in this rcbellion, burnt, and many of the inhabitants
perished.” This note you may see in the Variorum
edition of ¢Shakspeare’s Plays,” by Isaac Reed, London,
1803, 8vo., vol. xiii., p. 341, London Bridge, however,
was not cve® yet entirely captured, and two robberies
which Cade had commit ed in the City, speedily roused
the wealthier inhabitants to a sense of his outrage, and
their own danger. Whereupon, ¢ what do they,” as
honest John Bunyan says of the Captains in Mansoul,
¢Lut like so many Samsons shake themselves?’ and
send unto the Lord Scales, and the valiant Matthew
Gough, at the Tower, for assistance. The latter of these
commanders was appointed to aid the City, whilst the
former supported him with a frequent discharge of ord-
nance ; and on the night of Sunday, July 5th, Cade
being then in Southwark, the City Captains, the Mayor,
Aldermen, and Commonalty of London mounted guard
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upon the Bridge. ¢The rebelles,” says Ilall in his
¢ Chronicle,” fol. lxxviii. a, which contains the best
version of the story, — ¢the rcbelles, which ncuer
soundly slepte, for feare of sodaync chaunces, hearing
the Bridge to be kept and manncd, ran with greate haste
to open the passage, where betwene bothe partes was
a ferce and crucll encounter. Matthew Gough, more
experte in marciall feates than the other Cheuctaynes
of the Citie, perceiuing the Kentishmen hetter to stand
to their tacklyng than his ymagination expected, aduised
his company no farther to procede toward Southwarke,
till the day appered; to the entent, that the Citizens
hearing where the place of the icopardye rested, might
occurre their encmies and releue their frendes and com-
panions. DBut this counsail came to smal cffect : for the
multitude of the rebelles drave the Citizens from the
stoulpes,’—wooden piles,—at the Bridge foote, to the
Drawe-bridge, and began to set fyre in diuers houses.
Alas! what sorrow it was to beholde that miserable
chaunce : for some desyringe to cschew the fyre lept on
hys encmies weapon, and so died : fearfull women, with
chyldren in their armes, amased and appalled lept into
tho riuer; other, doubtinge how to saue them self
betwene fyre, water, and swourd, were in their houscs
suffocate and smoldered, )et the Captayn® nothyng re-
garding these chaunces, fought on this Draw-Bridg all
the nyghte valeauntly, but in conclusion the rebelles gat
the Draw-Bridge and drowned many, and slew John
Sutton, Alderman, and Robert Heysande, a hardy Citi-
zen, with many other, besyde Matthew Gough, a man
of greate wit, much experience in feates of chiualrie, the
which in continuall warres had valeauntly scrued the
King, and his father, in the partes beyond the sea. But
it is often sene, that e which many tymes hath van-
quyshed his enemies in straunge countreys, and returned
agayn as & conqueror, hath of his owne nation afterward

been shamfully murdered and brought to confusion, ‘This



1451.] LONDON BRIDGE. 205

hard and sore conflict endured on the Bridge till ix. of
the clocke in the mornynge in doubtfull chaunce and
Fortune’s balaunce : for some tyme the Londoncrs were
bet back to the stulpes at Sainct Magnes Corner; and
sodaynly agayne the rebelles were repulsed and dryuen
back to the stulpes in Southwarke, so that both partes
beynge faynte, wery, and fatygate, agreed to desist from
fight, and to leue battayll till the next day, vpon condi-
tion that neyther Londoners shoulde passe into South-
warke, nor the Kentish men into London.” William
Rastall, who produced his curious Chronicle, called ¢ The
Pastimes of Pcople,” in the ycar 1529, adde to this account,
that ‘the Kentysshemen brent the Brydge ;' see p. 265 of
the excellent edition of that work, by the Rev. T. F.
Dibdin, D.D., &c., London, 1811, 4to.

“ During the truce that followed this most valiant
defence of London Bridge, and which ncarly effaced the
deep stain of the Citizens opening their gates to a rebel,
a gencral pardon was procured for Cade and his fol-
lowers, by Johu Stafford, Archbishop of Canterbury,
Lord High Chancellor. Upon which, some accepted of
the King’s grace, and all began, by degrees, to withdraw
from Southwark with their spoil, whilst Cade himself
was soon after slain by Alexander lden, Esquire, of
Kent, in consgquence of a reward being offered for his
apprchension,  His dead body was brought to London,
and his head crected on the Bridge-gate, where he had
s0 recently placed that of one of his greatest victims, Sir
James Fynes, Lord Say, Treasurer of England. Concern-
ing these events sce also Shakspeare’s ¢ Sccond Part of
King Henry the Sixth,” Act iv., Scenes 7th and 10th ;
Fabyan’s ‘ Chronicle,’ pp. 451—453 ; and Stow’s ¢ Annals,’
pp. 391, 392.

¢ 1 have but little more t6 subjoin to close the history
of this rchellion ; but T may add, that in January 1451,
twenty-six of the Kentish rcbels were tried hefore the
King and his Justices Itinerant, und cxecuted at Dover,
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and other places in the County ; and that on Tuesday,
February 23rd, as Henry returned to London, great
numbers more met him on Blackheath, dressed in their
shirts only, and imploring his clemency on their knees,
were all pardoned. Against his entering the City, nince
heads of those who had been executed were erected on
London Bridge, that of their leader standing in the
centre.  ¢'This,” says Hall, in closing his acconnt of
Cadce’s insurrection, ¢ is the successe of all rebelles, and
this fortune chaunceth ever to traytors: for where men
striue against the streame, their hote neuer cometh to his
pretensed porte.”

“In June 1461, previously to his Coronation, King
Edward 1V. crossed London Bridge with some ccremony,
on the way from his Palacc of Sheen to the Tower;
whence it was anciently customary for the English Sove-
reigns to ride to Westminster in solemn procession the
day before they were crowned. We have this infor-
mation in an article printed by Hearne, and attached to
his ¢ Thoms Sprotti Chronica.” Oxford, 1719, 8vo. It
is entitled ‘A remarkable Fragment of an old English
Chronicle, or Iistory of the Affuirs of King Edward the
Fourth, Tran-crib’d from an old MS. ;" and on p. 284,
we find the following particulars. ¢ The same xavi'h of
Juny, the King Edward movid from Sheene towardis
London, then being Thursday ;'—in reality though it
was Friday, as this very extract subsequently shows—
‘and upon the way receyvid him the Muire aud his
brethirn all in scarle, with iiii ¢ commoners well horsid
and cladde in grene, and so avauncing theime self passid
the Bridge, and thurgh the Cite they rode streigte unto
the Toure of London, and restid there all nigt.” The
day following, King Edward made 82 Companions of the
Bath. He then proceeded to Westminster, attended by
the new Knights habited in the white silk dress of the
Order; and on the morrow,—which was St. Peter's
day, and Sunday,—he was crowned at Westminster by
Thomas Bourchier, Archbishop of Canterbury.
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*“The revenues of London Bridge scemi greatly to
have flourished under the reign of this Sovereign, for in
his 5th year, 1405, the Wardens of the same, Deter
Alford and Peter (‘aldecot, paid, on account thereof, the
immense sum of 781/ 10s. 1}d ; as you may see in Mait-
land’s ¢ History,” vol. i. p. 48, which information he has
quoted from Stow’s ¢ Survey.” You, doubtless, remember,
that although Edward 1V. was, at this period of our

distory, scated on the English throne, yct that King
Henry VI, was only deposed by the partisans of Edward
Plantagenet, Earl of March, and son to the late Duke of
York, and the Earl of Warwick, in March, 1461, In
October, 1470, therefore, Henry was again restored to
his crown, which he retained with a disturbed sway for
scven months only, and in April, 1471, was again impri-
soned in the Tower, whence he had beén taken to
remount the throne. There were, however, not even
then wanting some zcealous adherents to the declining
House of Lancaster, who made several brave, though
unavailing efforts on the hehalf of King Henry, Margaret
of Anjou, and, the young Edward, Prince of Wales.
Under the sanction of their cause, an impudent attack
was made upon London in 1471, which forms an im-
portant feature in the history of this Bridge ; which
being mentioned by Stow in his ¢ Survey,’ vol. i. p. 61,
is thunce copicd by all who have written its Annals,
The Earl of Warwick had appointed to be Vice-Admiral
of the Channel, one Thomas Neville, an illegitimate son
to William, Lord Falcoubridge, and thenee called ¢ the
Bastard of Falconbridge.” When he lost this employ-
ment, as he was a man alike devoid of morals and of
money, he saw, says Rapin, with a very singular expres-
sion, ‘no other way to subsist than turning Pirate;’
for which, however, he required very little transmuta-
tion. As Kdward was, at this time, engaged in pursuit
of Elizabeth, his Queen, Falconbridge collected some
ships, and a number of persons of desperate fortunes,



208 CHRONICLES OF La. o..

and landing on the coast of Kent, intended no less than
to surprise London, and enrich himself with the plunder
of the City. He arrived in Southwark in May, giving
out that he came to frec King Henry from his captivity,
and soon becoming possessed of that place, on Tuesday,
the 14th, he ordered 3000 of his followers to cross the
river in boats, and assault Ald-Gate and Bishops-Gate,
whilst he himself attempted to force the Bridge. This
he endeavoured to cffect by firing it, by which hes
destroyed sixty houses standing upon it; though the
Citizens were so well provided with ordnance, that even
if the passage~had been entirely open, says an ancient
Chronicler, ‘they should have had hard entering that
way.” It is singular, however, that in this account of
the number of the houses burned on London Bridge,
Stow should be so greatly at variance with the earlicr
Historians ; since they state it to be sixty, whilst, in
his ¢ Survey,” he says only that Falconbridge ¢burned
the Gate and all the houses to the Draw-Bridge, being
at that time ¢hirteen innumber.” It is, perhaps, possible
that the old Citizen is in the right ; and that the other
Annalists include some of those buildings which were
destroyced in the suburbs of Southwark.

“ One of the bravest defenders of London Bridge was
Ralph Joceline, Alderman and Draper, afterwards made
a Knight of the Bath, and Lord Mayor, in 1464 and
1476 ; since he not only manfully resisted Falconhridge
and his party, when they attacked the Draw-Bridge, but
upon their retiring, as they were at last forced to do, as
well from the City as from the Bridge, he sallied forth
upon them, and following them along the water-side
beyond Ratcliffe, slew and captured very many of them.
The Arms of this worthy were Agure, a mullet within a
circular wreath Aigent and Sable, having four hawk’s
bells joined thereto in quadrature, Or. 1 have given you
these particulars from Stow’s ¢ Annals,” p. 424: from
Holinghed’s ¢ Chronicle,” vol. ii., p. 690; and from
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.Fabyan’s ¢ Chronicle,” p. 590 ; in which last authority it
is added that the ¢ Bastarde, with his shipmen, wer
chased vnto their shippes lying at Blackewall, and there
in the chase many slaine. And the saied Bastarde, the
night fellowyng, stale out his shippes out of the riuer
and so departed, and escaped for that tyme.

¢ Another record of ithe destruction of part of London
Bridge, marks the year 1481, for p. 61 of vol. i. of Stow’s
¢ Survey,’ informs us, that a house called ¢ the Common
Stage,” then fell down into the Thames, and hy its fall
five men were drowned.  'What thig building really was,
you may sce in Ilolinshed’s ¢ Chronicle,” vol,ii., p. 703,
where this fact is quoted from the volume entitled ¢ Scala
Femporum,’ or the Ladder of the T'imes, a contemporary
record of remarkable ocenrrences.

“ We are indebted to that singularly curious work,
known by the name of ¢ Arnold’s Chronicle, for an ac-
count of the expenses of London Bridge in several of the
latter years of the fifteenth century, beginning with 1482,
and terminating with 1404, The hest edition of this
volume is thateedited by Franeis Douce, Isq. London,
1811, quarto, for the series of modern reprints of ancient
English Chronicles, which appeared about that time.
The modern title of the book is ¢ 'The Customs of London,
otherwise ealled Avnold’s Chronicle ;” hut in its original
state it was devoid of a Tiile-page, the Table of Contents
being headed thus : ¢ In this booke is conteyned the names
of y* Bayliff¥, Custos, Mairs, and Sherefs of the Cite of
London, from the tyme of King Richard the Furst ; and
also th' Artycles of the Chartur and Libarties of the same
Cytie ; and of the Chartur and Libartes of England,
wyth odur dyuers matters good for cugy Citezen to
vndirstond and knowe § whiche ben shewid in Chaptirs
after the fourme of this kafendir following.” 'The first
edition of ¢ Arnold's Chronicle’ is usually supposed to
have heen printed by John Docshorowe, at Antwerp,
about the year 1602, in small foliv : though it is without
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cither date, or name of place, or Printer. It scems that
Richard Arnold himself was a Citizen and Haberdasher,
who resided in the parish of St. Magnus, London Bridge,
where he flourished in the ycar 1519. His work is a
most singular compilation, for it not ouly contains all
the subjects which 1 have already named to you, but
numerous others which scem to have no sort of con-
nection with it : such, for instance, as forms for legal in-
struments, ¢ the crafte to make a water to haue spottys out
of clothe y—*the vij gesse of the worlde fro Adam fore-
warde ;'—¢ the crafig of graffyng and plantyng of tryes ;'
—¢ to make a pickell too kepe fresh sturgeonin ;' and the
ancicent original of Prior’s beautiful ballad of the Nut-
Dbrown Maid! But now to shew you its refcrences to
London Bridge in particular, I must observe that one of
its articles is entitled ¢ The lerning for to make a count
by y* yerly rentis of London Brygge, Fo. 270;’ nearly
all of Arnold’s examples heing given from real and public
documents : indecd, he was, as Mr. Douce ohserves of
him, ‘a very active, and even a meddling character.’
To that activity and meddling, however, we owe too
much extremely valuable information, to visit his sins of
officious curiosity with any very severe censurc; or to
Dlame him too violently for having compiled his volume
of such very singular materials. The first extract from
these Aceount-rolls is for 1482, and is as {ollows :

¢ The Yerely stint ot the Lyuclod belonging to London Brydge.
Fyrst, for all maner- resemtis m y ¢ yere wii. C, Zi. or therabout;
namely 7000, ¢ The Chargis goyng.out. .

Li. s d.

¢ For wagis and fees of the Officers Ixix.  vj.  viij.

Item, for 1cwardis of the Oflicers o xxiij. vj.  viij.

Ttem, paid out fog quyt remtis . . xxx. Xitij. vj.

Ttem, for quyt rentis dekayed . . ix.  dij.  viij.

Item, tor vacacions . . .o XXX, — —

Item, for costis of the (‘lmpe]l . Axxiiij. v, - iij.

1tem, the cxpencis vpon the Auditors — xI. —
Somme of this parte C Ixxxxan :u_p ix. 1982, 16s. 9d.
Restcler . . . % v.Cd. iij. jij. 5014 38 3d.
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“¢ As, there is not iu this account any mention of the
Particular salaries actually received by the Bridge Keepers,
1 muyst refer you for information to s modern copy of some
ancient documents, entitled ¢ Afi Account of the Fees or
Salaries aud Rewards of the Wardens or Keepers of
London Bridge, from the 20th ycar of the reign of King

idward 1V. Amu. Dom. 1482, to the present year, 1786,
stating the times when their salaries were augmented,
and akso the Rental, or yearly income of the Bridge-
House Estate at cach particular period.’ Single folio
sheet.—¢ A, D. 1482. William Galle and Ienvy Bum-
sted, Wardens, to the said Wardens beeause of their office,
to cither of them, £10. Alsv for their Clothing, or
Livery, to cach, £1. Also allowed to the said Wardens,
in reward for their attendance and good provision done
in their office this year, to cither of them as hath heen
allowed in years past, £10. Total to cach of them, £21.
Total Income, or Rental of the Bridge-House Estate this
Year, £650. 13s. Thd)

“ T regret, Mr. Barbican, and T am very sure that you
do, that our Bridge Annals must, for some few years, be
carricd on principally by these documents ; for I do not,
in my limited reading, find any more intcresting matter
to record in them. Thus much, however, may he said
in their defence, that we may certainly learn Trom them
the increasing prosperity of the Bridge, and discover, in
the items of their charges, many a curious fragment of
the ancient value of money, and the articles contained in
them. Haviug thus then, Mr, Geoffrey, deprecated
your wrath agumt these mattcw which certainly are
somewhat dull in the recital, I p oot-od to the accounts
of London Bridge for the ycars 1483—85, us they are
given in ¢ Arnold’s Chronicle.’

¢ The Acompte of Willyam Galle and Hery Bumpsted, War-
deyns of London Bredge, from Mychdumsm Anno xxij. lidw. iiij.
into "W;chelmuss; after, and ij yores folowynge, The Charge.
Frst the averagis %t]u. last acowpte,’ ij. C. lxvij. Zi. xibj. s. ol
»2
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—2671. 14s. 03d. ¢ Itcm, all maner rezaytis the same yere, vij.
C. xIvi. 4. xvi. s. ob. Somma, M. xiiij. 4. x. 8. i. d.’—1014Z,
10s. 1d. ¢ Allowans and paymentis the same yore, vij. C. xliiij.
L. x. 8. ij. d. ob. Rest thayis owyng ij. C. Ixx. li. xix. s. x. d.
0b.—Wherof is dew by Edward Stone and odur, of ther arrcaragis
in ther tyme, liij. Zi.~vj. s. vj. d. ob. Item. ther is diew by the
sayd Wyllyam Galle and Hery Bumpstede, Somma, ij. C. xvij. 4.
xiij. s. hij. d.’

¢ The acompte the next yere suyng, from Mychclmasse in the
first yere of the reign of King Rycharde the iij. vnto Mychelmasse
next folowyng, the space of an hole yere. The Charge,

Li, s. d.-

¢ First the Averagis of the last acompte  ij.C.xvij. xiij. iiij.
Ttem, proper rentis . . e vClxvdije xij. diijy

liem, forcine rente . e e e . lix. xi. v. ob.
Ttem, ferme of the Stockis . . . . lix. ix. xi.
ltem, quite rente . .« - .+ . axxi xij. vj.
Ttem, passage of cartis I XX, X1j. V1j.
Ttem, incrementis of rentis . . . . —_ vj. ¥j. !

Item, casucll vessaitis . ., . . . vi. —_— -

¢ Somma of all their churge, ix.C.Ixiij. Zi. vil. 5. ix. d. 0B,

¢ ¢ Alloununce and Dischargis the same yere.  Fyrst, in quyt
rentis, Xxx. /i aiiij. s, vj. d.  To Snint Mary Spytell, w* annui-
tiesy 1. &. viij. . Tiem, decay of quyt rente, ix. 4. iij. 8. viij. d.
ob. Iem, allowaunce for stove-louses, xxxv. 8. iiij. 4. Item,
in vaeactons, xxaiiij. 4. xvij. s, iij. . Ttem, Dix deerementis, iij.
li, vij. s.i.d.  ltem, allowaunce tor money delyuerd to the Mayre,
xL Zi. Tiem, for bnying of stone, xvij. li. xiij. s. iiij- d. Item,
for buying of tymbre, lath, and bord, 1i. Zi. xi. 5. v. d.  Item, for
buying ot tyle and brik, xiij. /i ix. s, itj. d.  Ttem, for buymg of
chalke, lime, and sond, xxiiij. & i, s, xi. d. Item, for yren werke,

xxij” i, viij, & dij do g Ttem, vequisites bought, aviij. /i, viij.
s, iiij. 4. ltem, in expeneis, iij, fi. xviij. s. xi. d. Ttem, costia
of cariage, ij. fi. aix. s, vj. d,  Item, led and sowder, xiij. 4. viij.
s. Itewn, for ghwyng, xxxvij. 8. i. ¢ Ttem, cosds of the rame,
xx>iij. fi. vie s, ix. d. Item, masone wagis, alviij. . xviij, s, iiij.
d. ob. Ttem, Cuarpenters wages, C. \iij. M. v. s, Ttem, laborers
wages, Axij. fi. x. s. ix. d. ob.  Item, Costis of the Chapel, xxxiij.
li. v. 8.°bj. d. ltem, the wagis of the tylers, xij. li. xij. s.
vie d. Jtem, fer wagis of the dawbir, xij. 2. vi. s,  Item,
for sawims, xij. & xv. s, vi. d. Ttem, for wagis of paviours,
xviij. & viij. d.  ftem, tv the Baker at the Cok, 1. 5. Ttem, for
fees and wagis of Officers, Ixia. Zi. vi. 5. viij. d.  Rewardis of
Officers, aaitj. fi.'vi. §. viij. d.  Ttem, expencis vpon the anditours,
xlij. s. viij. . Somme of all the paymentis and allowaunce, vij.
C. xx, li. ix, s, i}, d. qu:* or 7204, 9s, 4]l ¢ Reste, CC. xlij,
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&, xviij. 5. vi. d. qu. Whereof is owynge and dieu by Ldward
Stonc, for arercage in his tyme, Somma Liij i, vi. 5. vi. d. Ttem
by W. Galle and 1. Bumpsted, C. Ixxxix. {i. ai. s. x1. d. oh. qu.

“ The last document of this mnature recorded in
¢ Arnold’s Chronicle,” is for the ycar 1484, and it contains
the following particulars.—¢ Ther Acompte, Anno ij.
Ric. Tercij. The Charge. First, the arreragis of ther
last acompte, C. Ixxxix. 4. xi. s. xi. d. oh. qu.  Item,
all maner ressaitis, vii. C. xliiij. 4. x. 8. v. d. qu. Somma
of the Charge, ix. C. xxxiiij. 4. ij. s. iiij. d. Discharge.
Fyrst, allowaunce of paymentis the same yere, vi. C.
xxiij. 4. iiij. ». x. d.  Soo there remayneth the somme
CCC. x. Uli. xvij. 8. v. d. oh.  Wherof is dicu by Edward
Stone and other of their arrerage in their tyme, liij. 4.
vi. & vi. d. ob. And soo remayneth clerly dieu by
Villiam Gale and Herry Bounsted CCL VN, 7i. x. 5. xi. 4.’
I must not omit to noticd, hefore quitting these particulars
of the aneient expenses of London Bridge, that they are
¢o he found also printed in Maitland’s ¢ &Tistory, vol. i.,
pp- 48, 49,

“ We have frequently, in the course of these frag-
menta, mentioned various officers set over the affairs of
London Bridge, and some of the instruments which 1
have quoted, have shown that several of them were
anciently appointed by the King’s Wit or Patent.  The
principal of these Offiec vs are two Bridge-Masters, having
certain fees and profits, ycarly clected, or continued, by
the Livery at the Common 1lall, held upen Midsummer
day, after the Sheriffs and Chamberlain.  Strype, the
continuator of Stow’'s ¢ Survey,” whose signaturc is J. S,
states, in vol. ii. p. 25, that the Bridge-Master is some
freeman eclected by the Cisy and sct over the Bridge-
House, ¢ to look after the reparations of the Bridge ;” he
adds, too, that ¢ he hath o liberal salary allowed him ;
and that the place hath sometimes been a good relief for
some honest citizens fallen to decay.’ We are also
farther told b%he same author, on p. 472 of the same
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work and volume, that at a Court of Common Council,
held on Friday, April 15th, 1491, in the Gth year of
King Henry VIL, it was enacted that at the election of
Bridge-Master, the Lord Mayor and Aldermen should
annunlly present four men to the Commonalty, from
whom they were to clect two to be Bridge-Musters.
This act appears to have been in force until Thursday,
April the 15th, 1643, when it was repealed, and the
whole election has sin¢e remained in the Livery. Of
the names and ancient fees of these Bridge-Masters, 1
have already given you some specimens, and shall cite
you several others in the future years of our history.

“ We must again he indelLted to ¢ Amold’s Chronicle”
for a fragment illustrative of the property, persons, and
houses, in the Parish of St. Magnus, and on London
Bridge, in the year 1494 ; for on p. 224 of that mass of
singular information, we find an article entitled ¢ The
Valew and stynt of the Benefyee of St. Magnus at London
Brydge yerly to the Person.  The Rekenyng of the
sanie the fyrst day of Decembre, Anno Domini M.CC'CC.
Ixxxatiij.” I am not going to give you the long bead-
roll of names, rents, and rates which follow ; hut I shall
observe that, at this period, the rents amounted to
434/, 125. 8., and the offerings paid to the Parson came
to 750 8. 8ld.  The rent of ¢ the Shoppis in Brig-strett,”
amounted to 70/ 35, 4d , and their offevings to 122 3¢, 8d. ;
but the only building that is mentioned as immediately
eonnected with our present suhjeet is ¢ the Ymage of our
Lady on the Brydge, valet iiij marke,’ or 2/ 13s. 4d.
You may, perhaps, remember that this very article from
¢ Arnold’s Chronicle,” was afterwards printed in a small
volume commonly supposed®to have been eompiled by
the learned Dr. Brian Walton, Bishop of Chester, and
Editor of the famous Londun Polyglot Bible, in 1657.
This tract is entitled ¢ A Treatise concerning the pay-
ment of Tythes and Oblations in London. By B. W,
D. D.;’ 1G41. 4to., and the original ma'script, written
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in an ancient hand on folio paper, is, to our delight, vet
remaining in the Archicpiscopal Library at LaMiheth
Palace, No. 273. Whilst I am speaking of this collee-
tion, I may observe that it contains another manuseript
in which are some few curious particulars concerning the
buildings on London Bridge. 'This is marked No. 272 ;
was written in 1638, on folio paper; and is entitled ¢ A
Catalogue of inhabitants of the several Parishes in Lon-
don, with the rent of houses and tythes paid out of them;
in order to a new scttlement of Tythes” The contents
of this manuscript sct forth not only the names of the
dwellers in the various houses, but also ¢a modcrate
valuacion’ of them, ¢and other things tithable ;* whercin,
however, it is added, of St. Magnus, that ¢ the Parish
would not joyne.” This district forms article 48 of the
volume, and we find mentioned in it the following build-
ings ‘on London Bridge. ¢One great house, shop,
warehouse, cellars, &e. clear value 504, Tithes, 17 16s.;
it hath bin letten for above 8. —¢ One faire housc and
shop, part of the Little Noncsuch,” value 40/, Tythes,
16, 7s. 6d.; and the same for the other part. ¢ One
Ale-cellar, Tythes, 3s." On the South side of Great
Thames Street, the following buildings are mentioned
connected with the Bridge: ¢ One house, wharf, and
Engines to carry water, valued at 500/, ¢leere profitt.—
¢ One great house divided into divers tenements, Bridge-
House Reuts, over them, value 202.°
¢ In giving you these particulars, I must own that l.

have considerably anticipated the period to which they
belong, but as it is my wish to say something of the
history of St. Magnus’ Parish, it could scarcely be more
properly introduced than®when we were noticing the
ancient amount of its tythes, &. The earlicst mention
of the Church of St. Magitus is said by Pennant to be in
1433, though Stow speaks of several monuments con-
siderably older; and if you will turn to Newcourt’s
¢ Repertoriumglicelesiasticum,’ vol. i. p. 396, you will
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find Sxat Hugh Pourt, one of the Sheriffs of London, in
1302y and Margaret lus wife, founded a perpetual Chantry
in this cdlhce : and further, that the list of Rectors
commences with Robert de Sancto Alhano, who resigned
his office on the 81st of August, 1323, There was also
a Guild, or Fraternity, called ¢ Le Salve Regina,” held in
this Church, as Stow shows you in his ¢ Survey,’ vol. i.,
p. 495, which was flourishing in the 17th year of Edward
11T1.,—1343.—The intent of that convention will best be
shewn by an cxtract from Stow’s translation of the
certificate of this species of religious Benefit Society,
which is as follows:—‘Be it remembered that Rauf

Capcleyn, du Bailiff; William Double, Fishmonger ;
Roger Lovuhu-, Chunccllon Henry Boseworth, Vintener;
Stephen Lucas, ‘ﬁtock-FHhmonfror ; and other of the
better sort of the Parish of $t. Mugnus, ncar the Bridge
of London, of their great devotion, and to the honour of
God and his glorious Mother, our Lady Mary the Virgin,
bogan, and caused to be made a Chantry, to sing an
Authem of our Lady called ¢ Splve Regina,” every even-
ing: and thereupon ordained five burning. wax lights at
the time of the said anthem, in the honour and reverence
of the five principal joys of our Lady aforesaid, and for
exciting the people to devotion at such an hour, the more
to merit to their souls. And thereupon many other
good people of the swme Parish, secing the great honesty
of the said service and devotion, proferred to be aiders
-and partenersto support the said lightsand the said anthem
to be continually sung ; paying to every person cvery
week an halfpenny. And so that bereafter, with the
gift that the people shall give to the sustentatlon of the
said light and anthem, there shall be to find a (‘haplain
singing in the said Churdh for all the bencfactors of the

said, light and anthem’

“ I do not find that the Patron Saint of this edifice is
at all mentioned by Alban Butler; nor are all writers
perfectly agreed as to who he actually wgs ; seeing that
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there were two Saints named Magnus, whose festlv‘day
was kept on the 19th of August. One of these was
Bishop of Anagnia in [taly, and was martyred in the
persecution raised by the Emperors Decius and Valerian,
about the middle of the third century after the Birth of
Christ. The other St. Magnus was the person to
whom Newcourt supposes this Church was dedicated,
though he crroneously calls his feast August the 18th.
Ile is named, by way of distinction, St. Magnus the
Martyr of Cwesarca, in Cappadocia, beeause he suffered
at that city, under Alexander the GGovernor, in the time
of the Emperor Aurclian, a.n. 276. Having vainly
endcavoured to make him do sacrifice, he caused him to
be twice exposed to the flames of a furnace, and thrice to
be thrown to wild beasts; but nonc of these things
moving him, he was at Jength stoned, and when all
imagined that he was dead, he suddenty prayed that his
soul might have a peaceful exit, and presently gave up
the ghost. An extended history of these famous men,
you will find in that wonderful work the ¢ Acta Sanc-
torum,” whichel have before quoted, in the third volume,
for August, pp. 701-719: though there is a much longer
account of the Swedish St. Magnus, the Abbot, whose
festival is September the Gth, and whom I pray you
never to mistake for the Martyr of London Bridge.
The Rectory. of St. Mugnus, says the tract which I last
quoted from the Lambeth Librury, is rated higher in his
Majesty’s books than any living in, or about, London,
being valued at 69/, and 40s. more in pensions, but is
without any glebe attached to it. Before I close these
?pwaleg:a of the rents, &c. of St. Magnus and London
Bridge, I must observe to you, that when Arnold is
speaking in his ¢ Chronicle’ of the fifteenths raised by
every Ward in London, He states, at p. 48, that the
quarter of the Bridge' itself, at a fiftecnth, amounted to
141 3s. 4d.; and that the Bridge-street quarter produced
11 5s. 8d. So much then for a few particulars of the
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hisq' of this Church and Iarish, the North-East

boundary of London Bridge, to the Chronicles of which
we shall now return, taking them up again with the
yoar 1497,

“ It was in this ycar, you may remember, that the
forces of Henry VIIL., which were procceding to Scotland,
were suddenly recalled to subduc a commotion raised in
Cornwull, in consequence of & subsidy voted by Parlia-
ment, in 1496, The rebels were headed by one Thomas
Flamoke, a Layer and a gentleman ; and a Blacksmith,
or Farricr, of Bodmin, called Michael Joscph ; both of
them, says Stow, in his ¢ Annals,” p. 479, ‘men of stout
stomackes.”  Under these leaders, then, they penctrated
even to Blackheath, but on their march were so valiantly
opposed in Kent, that numbers of the insurgents fled
from their company. On Blackheath the Royal troops
were already encamped under several valiant com-

* manders, by whom the rebels™ retreat” was immediately
cut off; and in a short engagement which ensued on
June the 22d, Flamoke and Joseph were hoth taken
prisoners.  On the 28th following they avere exceuted
at Tyburn; and their quarters were to have been
crected in various places in Comwall ; but Iall states,
in his ¢ Chronicle,’ fol. 43 b, that, as it was supposcd it
would incite the Cornishmen to new insurrections, they
were sct up in London: and their heads greeted Henry
VII. on London Bridge, as he triumphantly rcturned
over it irom Blackheath.

“ Daring this same ycar, London Bridge appears to
have been rcpaired to some extent, although it is
probable that the ouly notice of it may cxist in the
manuscript records of the Bridge Comptroller. In the -
*Gentleman’s Magazine,” however, for October 1758,
vol. xxviii., p. 469, is a Letter from Joseph Ames,
Secretary to the Socicty of Antiquaries, and Author of
the ¢ Typographical Antiquitics,’ containing three inserip-
tions engraven on stone, found in pulling down a part of
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the edificc. These, it is supposed, were laid i, the
building at the different times of its repair, specified by
their several dates; but though so very ancient, yet the
descriptive account states that, ¢ they are all as fresh as
if new cut; they being then in the possession of Mr.
Hudson, the Bridge-Master. The oldest inscription is
sculpturcd npon a stone 93 inches.in height, by 163
e - ———  inches long, the letters
i being raised and blacked,
and. the words, within a
border, being ¢ Anno Do-
mini,” with the date of
1497, in small black-let-
ters, and ancient Arabic
figures, I shall introduce
the other stones to your notice in the years to which
they ygfer ; and only now remark, that they are engraven
in P1. 1, Nos. 1., 1L, 111, p. 470, of the work to which
I have already referred you, whenee they were copicd
into Gough’s ¢ Sepulchral Monuments,” vol. ii., pt. i.,
P celxvi., ploxxy. .
¢ Iitherto, Mr. Geoffrey Barbican, I have (uoted you
an abundance of authoritics which make mention of
the history, or appearance, of London Bridge, but not-
withstanding my researches I find only a very few
ancient representations of it. If, however, you would
sec an interesting and sweetly-touched portraiture of it
about the year 1500, look into that stout roan-coated
folio, marked 16 F. ii. xv. in the Royal Library of
Manuscripts in the British Muscum, and you will be
enraptured. The volume professcs to treat of * Grace
entiére sur lc gouvernement du Prince,” and it is written
in prose and verse, in the common large black script of
the fiftecnth century, on vellum, with most noble illumi-
natious, cxccuted in the best style of the best period of
the art in England, and by onc of the most gifted of the
Brethren of St. Luke. The Author of the poems was
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Charles, Duke of Orleans, father of Louis X1I.; and
this particular copy of his works scems to have been
illuminated for Henry the Eighth, when Prince of
Wales ; for it not only contains numerous initial letters
and borders richly coloured and embossed with gold ;
but in the frontispiccz, on the first page, arc his father’s
well-known badges of the red and white roses; the
former of which are supported by the-white hound, and
red dragon: with glorified white roses in the margin.
The poems are divided into several buoks of various
amatory subjects, as ‘Venus et Cupidon,’—¢ Epitres
d’Abclard et Eloise,—*¢ Les Demandes d’Amours 3’ and
the second division of the volume is adorned with a
large and beautiful illumination representing the Duke
of Orleans in the Tower, sending despatches to his
friends abroad. The Tower, wharf, and river hefore
them, oceupy the whole fore-ground of the painting; and
in the back appears the Euast side of London Bridge,
with numerous houses standing upon it, the Chapel of
St. Thomas reaching down to the sterlings, and the
violent fall of the river through the different arches

whilst, beyond it, rise the spires of several Churches,
especially the very high one of old St. Paul’s, and the
other buildings of London crected along the banks of the
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Thames. 1t is, indeed, hardly possible to give you an
adequate idea of the spirit and beauty of the foregoing
view of LoNnon Bringr 1x TnE Y Ear 1500, the colouring
isso vivid and harmonijous: a sky of ultra-marine blue is
spread over the whole of the back-ground, against which
the distant buildings appear in white, the nearer ones
being touched with different shades of brown. You will,
however, find a fair copy of this noble painting, engraved
by Basire, in (Gough’s ¢ History of Pleshy,” p. 198, which
I have already cited; and the same plate has also been
published as -an additional illustration to the Rev. T. D.
Foshrooke’s ¢ Encyclopwedia of Antiquities,” London,
1825, vol. ii., p. 923,

“You must, doubtless, recollect that in November
1501, Arthur, Prince of Wales, and son to King Henry
V1I., was married to Katherine, daughter of Ferdinand
V., King of Spain, and that on Friday, the 12th of that
month, the young Princess was conveyed from Lawmbeth,
through London, to witness the pageants which had been
prepared by the Citizens to do honour to her nuptials.
The whtle City was full of triumph and splendour ; and
Stow, in his ¢ Annals,’ p. 482, says that on London Bridge
there was ordained a costly pageant of St. Katherine and
St. Ursula, with many virgins. “I passc oucr,’ says
Hall, in a very brilliant pavagraph, fol. liii. a, and using
that most powerful oratorical figure called Paralepsis, or
Qnission, which declares that of which it denies saying
any thing ;—* I passc ouer,” says the old Chronicler,—
¢the wyse deuiscs, the prudent speches, the costly
woorkes,. the conninge portratures practised and set
foorth in vij goodly beautifull pageaunmtes erccted and
set vp in diuers places of the Cite. I Jeaue also the
goodly ballades, the swete armony, the musicall instru-
wentes, which sounded with heavenly noyes on every
side of the strete. I omit farther the costly apparel
both of goldsimythes woorke and embraudery, the riche
jewelles, the massy cheynes, the styrrynge horsses, the



222 CIIRONICLES OF [a.p.

beautifull bardes and the glytteryng trappers bathe with
belles and spangles of golde. I pretermyt also the ryche
apparell of the Pryncesse, the strannge fasshion of the
Spanishe nacion, the heauty of the Englishe ladyes, the
goodly demecanoure of the young damosclles, the amour-
ous countenaunce of the lusty bachelers. T passe ouer
also the fyne engrayned clothes, the costly furres of the
Citizens standing on skaffoldes, rayled from Gracechurche
to Puules, What should 1 speake of the oderiferous
skarlettes, the fync veluet, the plesaunt furres, the
massye chaynes, which the Mayre of London with the
Senate, sitting on horseback, at the Litle Condyte in
Chepe, ware on their hodyes, and about their neckes.
I will not molest you with rchersyng the ryche arras,
the costly tapestry, the fyne clothes hothe of golde and
syluer, the curious veluettes, the heautiful sattens, nor
the *pleasaunt sylkes, which did hang in cvery strete
wher she passed, the wyne that ranne continually out of
the condytes, the graveling and rayling of the stretes
nedeth not te be rememhered.” I have given you the
whole of this fine, but certainly extended, extract, that
yon may derive from it some general idea of the pageantry
of this festival, concerning which our Bridge historians
are, in general, altogether silent,

“ The night of Thursday, November 21st, 1504, was
rendered memorable by a dreadful Fire, which com-
menced at the sign of the Pannier, at the Northern end
of Londun Bridge, where six tenements were consumed,
‘that could not be quenched.” Fabyan and Hollinshed tell
us this in their ¢ Chronicles,” p. 554 and vol. ii., p. 791 :
adding, that on the 7th of the following month certain
other houses were also destroyced, near St. Botolph’s
Church, in Thames Street. It was, probably, when the
repairs occasioned by these” conflagrations were com-
pleted, that another of those seulptured stones which I
latcly mentioned, was placed at the Bridge. It mea-
sares 10 inches in height, by 133 inches broad; and,
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carved in the same characters and figures, as the former,
are the words ¢_4uno Domini 1509 At the end of the
date is an arbitrary mark of a cross charged with a small
saltire, which is supposed to lhave been the old device
for Southwark, or the estate of London Bridge : and you
know that the Arms used for those places are still Azure,
an Annulet, epsigned with a Cross patée Or, interlaced
with aesaltire coujoined in hase, of the sccond. I have
yet to mention a third sculptured stone, -which, it is
supposed, records the pablic benefits conferred by Sir
Roger Achiley, Draper, upon the City during his
Mayoralty in 1511, This tablet is 11} inches wide, by
94 Ligh ; and the inseription is ¢ . 1o —the City sword
—¢ Domini. R. 1514 A ;7 these letters being the initials
of that very eminent Citizen, who was then senior Alder-
man, representing the Ward of Bridge Within,  Such
were the other two ANGIENT sroNES rouND AT LoxBoxn
Brinews 1x 1758,

“I have already mentioned to you the situation, and
gencral iutent, of the Bridge-House and Yard, and 1
lxa\'.c now to remark, that they seem, at a very early
period, to have been used for the erection of Granaries
for the City to prescrve Corn, &e., in, during the times
of famine and scareity of provisions. This information
we derive from Stow’s,* Survey,” vol. ii. p. 24 ; where he
adds, that there were also certain public ovens built in
the, same places, for the haking of such bread-corn as
was there laid up, for the relief of ..~ voor Uitizens at
such seasons. These ovens were ten in number, six of
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them being very large, and the remainder conly half the
size ; and for their erection, Stow obscrves, that John
Throstone, or Thurston, Citizen and Goldsmith, one of+
the Sheriffs in 1516, gave, by his testament, the sum of
2004
“We have now arrived at the days of kmg Henry
the Eighth, about the period when Pope Alexander the
Sixth sent over the celebrated Polydore Vergil to reccive
the tribute called Peter-pence, of which he was the last
Collector in England.  As he was alrcady cclebrated for
his Poems and his books, ¢ On the Invention of Things,’
and ¢ On Prodigies,” he met with great encouragement in
this country ; wheré he not only received several eccle-
siastical preferments, being made Archdeacon of Wells,
and Prebendary of St. Paul’s, but in 1521 he was
cmployed by the King to write a Iistory of England,
wi@h he performed in most clegant Latin, and which
was first printed at Basil, bearing the date of 1533 for
1534, TIIe left England in 1550, and died at his birth-
place, Urbino, in Italy, in 1535. The hest edition of
this work, entitled, ¢ Polydori Vergilii Urhinatis Historiee
Anglie, “huh umtams a déscriptive eulogy on London
Bridge, is that of Leyden, 1651, 8vo ;—though I quote
from the Basil folio of ]570,'—nnd if you 'i;um to p. 4 of
that volume, you w ill find the passage eommencing  Is
fluvius ameenissimus,’” &e., of which 1 shall attcmpt to
give you a tnms]atmn ¢ 'l his most delightful river’—
the Thames—* rises a little above the l'oud to Winch-
»comb, whenee flowing several ways, it is first increased
at Oxford ; and the beautiful wonder, having washed the”
City of London, pours itself into the Gallic Ocean, who
welecomes it into the impetuous waves of his scas ; from
which, twice in the space of twenty-four hours, it flows
and returns more than the distapce of sixty miles, and is
of the greatest national advantage; for, by it, merchandise
may casily be retuined to the City. In this River there
is a stone Bridge, certainly a mest wonderful work ! for
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it is erccted upon twenty square piers of stone, G0 feet in
height, 30 feet in breadth, and distant from cach other
about 20 feet, united by arches. Upon both sides of the
Bridge there are houses erected, so that it might appear
not to he a Bridge, hut one substantial and uninterrupted
street.” ‘T'he same author, at p. 25 of the same ¢ History,
says farther of London Bridge :—* This part of the City,
which looks Southward, is washed by the River Thames,
in which stands the Bridge, as we hava said before, lcad-
ing towards Keut, erccted upon 19 arches, and having a
series of extensive magnificent houses standing upon both
sides of it.’—But I fear you are drowsy, Mr. Barbican ;
take another dranght of the sack, good Master Geoffrey,
aud theu we'll to it again.”

“Eh!—What!”—said I, starting up, and shaking
myself, “drowsy, did you say ¢ Ohno! Heaven defend
that I should he dr owsy, when a gentleman of your
inveterate learning and lungs condescends to give me a
lecture ! I was, indeed, for a moment thinking of the
Chinese devotee who vowed never to sleep at all, and so
cut off his cyelids: but I never slept, my ancient; I
never winked over your homily, though I would fain
have you come to your nincteenthly, lastly, and to con-
clude. However, whilst wé live we must drink, and so
here’s to your refarmation. fricnd Postern.  Now, by St.
Thomas of the Bridge !” ejuculated 1, as I took up the
tankard, ¢ yoy're cither a wizard, Master Barnaby, or
clse this tankard hath no bottom; and, truly, it's the
first time I cever saw wine keep hot on o mahogany
table.”

“ Fancy, Mr. Geoffrey, mere fancy,” replied the
placid old man with a shrewd smilc ; “ but cven as it is,
it will serve as a good prdud(, to some of the more
amusing sccnes with which’the fragments of Bridge
history furnish us in the sixteenth century. Indeed, all
1 have been able to lay before you are but fmgments:

Q
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cyphers which derive their value by connexion, and look
considerable only by their number.

¢ It was then in the year 1526, when Cardinal Wolsey
was meditating a marriage between King Henry V111, and
the Duchess of Alencon, that his adversaries had anxi-
ously contrived for him to be despatched on an embassy
to France, in order to remove him from about the throne,
or, at the least, to weaken his power. On July the 26th,
the Cardinal left England, and in that extraordinary and
centertaining piece of biography, called ¢ Cavendish’s Life
of Cardinal Wolsey,” we have a particular account of the
grand procession in which he rode through the City to
cross London Bridge, on his road to Dover. The best
edition of this work is, past question, that hy Samuel
Weller Singer, Esq., 1825, 8vo, 2 vols. ; in the first of
which, at p. 86, you may sce an engraving of the
Cardinal’s progress, from a Manusecript in the posscssion
of Francis Douce, Esq., and rcad the passage 1 have
alluded to in the following words :—¢ Then marched he
forward out of his own house at Westminster, passing all
through London, over London Bridge, having before him
of gentlemen a great number, three in a rank, in black
velvet livery coats, and the most part of them with great
chains of gold about their necks. And all his yeomen,
with noblemen’s and gentlemen’s servants following him
in French tawny livery coats ; having embroidered upon
the backs and breasts of the said coats these letters:
T.and C., under the Cardinal’s hat. His sumpter mules,
which were twenty in number and more, with his carts
and other carriages of his train, were passed on before,
conducted and guarded with a great number of bows and
spears, ITe rode like a Cardinal, very sumptuously, on
a mule trapped with crimson velvet upon velvet, and his
stirrups of copper, and gilt ; and his spare mule following
him with like apparel. And before him he had his two
great crosses of silver, two great pillars of silver, the Great
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8eal of England, the Cardinal's Hat, and a gentleman
that carried his valaunce, otherwise called a cloak-bag ;
which was made altogether of fine scarlet cloth, em-
broidered over and over with cloth of gold very richly,
having in if a cloak of fine scarlet. Thus passed he
through London, and all the way of his journey, having
his harbingers passing before to provide lodging for his
train.’

“ As the Account Rolls of the Bridge estates, in 1533,
furnish us with a very good conception of its prosperity
and revenucs at that period, I shall request you to listen
to only a very short abstract of the charges as they
appear upon a printed document which I have already
quoted. 1533, Thomas Crull and Robert Draper,
Wardens of London Bridge, Salary to each of them,
16/ 8s. 4d.—32/. 16s. 84. Winter's Livery to cach,
1—2/. Reward to cach, 10/.—20{. For horse-keeping
to cach, 2.—42. Total to cach of them, 281 8s. 4d.
Sum of the whole, 58.. 1Gs. 84. Rental this year,
8404 9s. 3}d. :

“¢ 1 have next to speak of an event occurring on London
Bridge, in 1536, which is probably better known, and
more often related, than most other portions of its history;
I allude, a8 you will guess, to the ancedote of Edward
Osberne leaping into the 'Thames from the window of
one of the Bridge Iouses, to rescuc his master’s daughter.
The particulars of this circtunstance are given by Stow
in his ¢ Survey,’ vol. ii. p. 226, in the list of Lords Mayors
of London; when having arrived at the ycar 1559, and
the Mayoralty of Sir Williamn Hewet, a Cloth-worker,
he farther speaks of him as follows:—¢ This Mayor was
a Moerchant, possessed of a great cstate, of GO@@l. per
Annum ; and was said to’ have had three sons and one
doughter,’— Anne,—* to which daughter this mischance
happencd, the father then living upon London Bridge.
The maid playing with her out of a window over the
River Thames, by chance dropped her in, almost beyond
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expectation of her being saved. A young gentleman,
named Oshorne, then Apprentice to Sir William, the
father, which Osborne was onc of the ancestors of the
Duke of Leeds, in a direct line, at this calamitous acci-
dent leaped in, and saved the child. Il memory of
which deliverance, and in gratitude, her father afterwards
bestowed her on the said Mr. Oshorne, with a very great
dowry, whercof the late cstate of Sir Thomas Fanshaw,
in the P’arish of Barking, in Essex, was a part, as the
late Duke of Leeds told the Rev. Mr. John Hewyt, from
whom I have this relation ; and together with that estate
in Essex, several other landsin the Parishes of Hartehill,
and Walcs, in Yorkshire ; now in the possession of the
said most noble family. All this from the old Duke’s
mouth to the said Mr. Iewyt. Also that several persons
of quality courted the said young lady, and particularly
the Earl of Shrewshury ; but Sir William was pleased to
say ¢ Oshorne saved her, and Osborne should enjoy her.
The late Duke of Lecds, and the present family, preserve
the picture of the said Sir William, in his habit as Lord
Mayor, at Kiveton House in Yorkshire, to this day,
valuing it at 300/° Pennant, in his collection of ance-
dotes, called ¢ Some Account of London,” which T have
already cited, p. 322, says, after relating this story, ¢ 1
have scen the picture of Osborne’s master at Kiveton, the
seat of the Dyke of Leeds, a half-length on board ; his
dress is & black gown furred, and red vest and sleeves, a
gold chain anda honnet.” There is also an engraved por-
trait of Osborne himself, said to be unique, iu a series of
wood-cuts in the possession of Sir John St. Aubyn, Bart.
They consist of the portraits of forty-three Lord Mayors
in thegtime of Queen Elizabeth, reduced copies of six of
which, exclusive, however, of " Osborne, one of the most
interesting, were, between the years 1794 and 1797, pub-
lishéd by Richardson, the printseller, of Castle-street,
and the Strand.

“ This gallant action of Osborne has, likewise, been
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the subject of a graphical record : for there is a small,
but rather uncommon, engraving of him leaping from
the window, cxccuted for-some ephemgral publication,
from a drawing by Sanucl Wale. A:*:;s artist died in
1786, it is of course but little authority as heing a repre-
sentation of the fact, but it is, nevertheless, intercsting,
as giving a portraiture of the dwellingson London Bridge
in Lis time ; and with this print 1 may also mention one
designed hy the same hand, and engraved by Charles
Grignion, of the first Quke of Leeds, pointing to a por-
trait of Hewet’s daughter, and relating to King Charles
IIL. the foregoing ancedote of his ancestor. You will find
it in William Guthrie’s ¢ consplete History of the Pecrage
of England,” having ¢ vignettes at the conclusion of the
history of cach family,” Lond. 1742, dto., vol. i. p. 246."

¢ Before you pass on to any other event, Mr. Postern,”
said I, as the old gentleman came to a period,  let me
say a word or two of the fortunate hero of this anecdote.
Sir Edward Osborne was the son of Richard Osborne, of
Ashford, in Kent, a person certainly in a most respectable
situation in'life, if not immediately of gentilitial dignity.
He became Sheriff of London in 1575, and Lord Mayor
in 1583-84, the 25th of Queen ¥lizaheth, when he
received the honour of Knighthood at Westminster.
¢ He dwelled,—says a manuscript in the Heralds’ Col-
lege, to which T have already rcferred, Ph. No. 22, fol.
18 a,—¢ in Philpot Lane, in Sir Willian Hewet's house,
whose da: and heire he married, and was buried'—in
1591,—* at St. Dennis in fanchurch Strecte. ¢ His Armo-
rial Ensigns, according to the same authority, were
Quarterly, 1st and 4th. Quarterly, Krmine and Azure, a
Cross Or; for Osborne: 2d. Argent, 2 bars Gul@ on a
Canton of the second, a Cross of the first ; 3d. Argent, a
Chevron Vert, between three annulets Gules. To these
we may add the coat of Hewet on an Lscutchcon of
Pretence, it being Parted per pale, Argent and Sable, a
chevron engrailed between three rams’ hcads erased,
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horned Or; all counterchanged, within a bordure engrailed
Gules, bezantée. On the 15th of August, 1675, Sir Tho-
mas Osborne, i§e great-grandson of Sir Edward, was
raised to the Peerage by the titles of Viscouht Latimer,
and Baron Kivcton, in the County of York, by Patent
from King Charles IL ; on the 27th of June in the year
following, he was created Earl of Danby ; on April 20,
1680, he was advanced to the dignity of Marquess of
Cacrmarthen ; and he became First Duke of Leeds on
May 4, 1694. So much then, Mr. Postern, for an histo-
rical and genealogical illustration of the anecdote of the
gallant apprentice of-London Bridge.”

T regret, Mr. Geoffrey Barbican,” recommenced my
visitor, after thanking me for having added the above
information to his narrative, ¢ I regret that I have so
little to lay before you, touching the state and revenues
of the Chapel of St. Thomas on London Bridge, at the
time of the Dissolution of Monasteries, &c. by the famous
act of the 31st ycar of King Ilenry VITI.,—1539,—
Chap. 13. It does not appear that its revenues yiclded
any considerable profit to the King’s Augmentation
Office ; but yet it certainly must have existed cven in the
form of a religious cstablishment so late as that King’s
reign, because we find it mentioned in scveral lists of
those institutions in London made about that period ;
though it does not appear in the ¢ Valor Ecclesiasticus,”
also made hy order of the same Monarch. This cele-
brated and most authentic historical record, was an
ecclesiastical survey of England, made in pursuance of
an Act of Parliament passed in the 26th of Henry VIII.,
—1584,—chap. iii., § x., for the payment of First Fruits,
Pensiqgs, &c. to the King, The survey was, of course,
executed by Comunissioners, and many of the original
returns to their ingnirics art yct preserved in the First~
Fruits and Tenths' Office, in the Court of Exchequer ¢
whilst the ¢ Valor Ecclesiasticus’ itself has been printed
under the direction of the Commissioners of Records, in
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5 vols. fol., Lond. 1810—1821. Thesurvey for the City
of London is contained in the first volume, in which we find
London Bridge frequently mentioned as receiving certain
reserved remts from the property of othiet establishments.
Thus, on p. 388, col.ii., in the rents paid to diverspersons by
St. Bartholomew's Hospital in West Smithfield, 9s. are
set down as being paid ¢ to the Master or Keeper of the
Bridge of London, out of the corner tenement at the
Litill Bayly %ithout Ludgate.” On p. 390, col. i, El-
syng Spital is stated to pay 33s. 4d. to the Master of
London Bridge, out of the tenements in the Parish of St.
Bencedict, Grace-Church: and on p. 431, col. ii., it is
rocorded that the House of the Carthusians was to pay
9s. 4d. to the Ilouse of London Bridge: though the
Chapel of St. Thomas is never mentioned in the valu-
ation of St. Magnus’ Rectory, which amounted to
710 7s. 34d.

¢ I have hardly less regret in stating our absolute
want of information relating to the Bridge Chapel at the
Dissolution, than 1 have to speak of that concerning the
Common Seal belonging to the officers of London Bridge.
Stow tells us, as you may remember, in vol. ii., p. 25, of
his ¢ Survey,’ that ¢ at a Common Council, July 14,
Anno 33, Ilenry VIIL.—1450,—it was ordered, that the
Scal of the Bridge-House should be changed ; because
the image of Thomas NRecket, sometime Archilshop of
Canterbury, was graven therein; and @ new Scal to be
made, devised by Mr. Hall, to whom the old Scal was
delivered.  INole, this was occasioned by a Proclarhation,
which commanded the names of the Pope, and Thomas
of Becket, to be put out of all books and monuments ;
which is the reason you shall see them so blotted out in
all old Chronicles, Legends, Primers, and Service-hooks,
printed before these timess’  Of these erasures, the best
account is in Bishop Burnet’s ¢ History of the Reforma~
tion of the Church of Englend,” Lond. 1681, fo]., vol. i.,
book iii., p.. 294 ; where it i3 asserted that such altera-
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tians werc but slight, and that the old Mass-books were
still in use, until the time of Queen Mary, when the
cagirated volumes’ were everywhere brought in, and
destroycd ; all Purishes being compelled to fumish them-:
selves with new copies of the Church Offices : and Stow,
on p. 191 of the sccond volume of his ¢ Survey, statcs.
that in the book marked D of the City Records the
name of St. Thomas _Wwas omitted, in pnrsunnw of the
King’s edict.

% We have thus come down to the times of t'hat most
eminent and laborious Antiquary, John Leland, fo wliose .
works I have already made some slight illustrative re-
ferences ; and the volume to which I am now about to
request your attention, is one of the most rare and curious,
though not the greatest, of his productions. Let me re-
mind you, however, before I mention the work itself,
that Leland was, very probably, born in the Parish of
St. Michael le Quern, London, in September, about the
year 1506 ; that he was cducated at St. Paul’'s School, in
both the Universitics, and in France; that he made a
literary and an antiquarian tour, of amazing minutencss
and research, by virtue of a commission from King Henry
VIII., in 1533 ; and that he died in a state of mental
derangement, April the 18th, 1552, having lived about
five years under its heaviest pressure. The particular
volume bf his writings to which 1 would refer you, as
containing much original and curious matter concerning
Londor: Bridge, is a Latin Poem, written in verses of
fivefeet, yctnetstrictly in pentamcters, entitled ¢ Kykneion
Asma, Cygnea Cantio: A Swan's Song; the Author,
John Leland, the Antiquary.” Of this book there are
two editions ; a quarto, printed at London in 1545 ; and
a duodecimo, also published Lere in 1658 ; though the
poem and commentary were again inserted in the 9th
volume of Hcarne's edition of ¢ Leland’s Itinerary
since, as he states in his preface thereto, they ¢ ought to
be looked upon as part of the Itinerary ;' and that they
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Wwere grown 8o very rare, that though twice reprinted,

they had sold, even so far hack as 1712, for forty shx]hngs
in auctions. Bmhop Nicolson, in his ¢ Lnghsh Historiesl.
Library,” p. 3, characterises this work as ©a poetical
piece of ﬂattcry, or a panegyric on King Henry ; wherein
the guthor brings his Swan down the River of Thanies,
from Oxford to Greenwich, describing, as she passcs along,
all the towns, castles; and other places of note within
her view. And the ancient names of these, being some-
times different from what the common herd of writers
had usually given, therefore in his commentary on this
Poem, he alphabetically explains his terms, and, by the
bye, brings in a great deal of the ancient geography of
this island.” The first passage that I shall cite you
from this curious volume, is from p. 8, verse 213, cdition
1658 ; which commences ¢ Mox et nobilium domos
virorum ;* but as I have, for the first time, done it into
English verse, T will repeat you only my paraphrase,
rather than the original Latin, observing that 1 have
strictly adhered to all the actual facts.

¢ More plinly now, as o'cr the tide
With swift, but gentle course we glide ;
The eight cml)rnﬂ,s in its ken
Those dwellings of illustiious men,
‘Where Thames upon his bauks descrics
The brave, the courteous, and the wise.
But, Oh ! that sight too well recalls
The name of one, whose love was shrined
Within his river-scated halls,
Less richly furnish’d than his mind
For Wisdom had endow’d his heart
With 11 that gilds mortality ;
But he was man, and Death’s keen dart
Changed so much of him us cowld dic,
Into his body’s native carth,
To give his soul an heayenly birth,
Yet, whilst we muse on Time’s carecr,
And hail his carc-worn kindred here,
The streaming river bears us on
To London’s mighty Babylon :
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And that vast Bridge, which proudly soars,
Where Thames through ninetéen atches roars,
And many a lofty dome on high
It raises towering to the sky.

¢There are, whose truth is void of stain,
‘Who write, in Lion Richard’s reign,
That o'cr these waves extended stood
A ruder fabrie, framed of wood :
But when the swift- consuming flames
Destroy’d that bulwark of the Thames,
Rcbuilt of stone it rose to view,
Beneath King John its splendours grew,
‘Whilst London pour’d her wealth around,
The mighty edifice to found ;
The lasting monuwment to raise
To his, to her etcinal praise,
Till, rearing up its form sublime,
It stands the glory of all time!

¢Yet here we may not longer stay,
But shoot the Biidge and dart away,
Though, with resistless fall, the tido
15 dashing on the bulwarks' side ;
And roaring torrents drown my song
As o'er the surge T diift along.’

“ Such then, Mr. Barbican, is my rapid version of
those interesting verses contained in the ¢ Cyguca Cantio;’
and we shall next refer to the famous passage in the Com-
mentary upon it, though, in order to be perfectly explicit,
I must previously mention some of the circumstances®
which caused it to be written.

“ John Bale, an intimate friend, and most fervent
admirer of Leland, admits, in the Prefuce attached to his
¢ New Year’s Gift,” that lic was not quite free from the
weakness of boasting and vain-glory. An instance of this
is to be found in the Commentary on that part of the
¢ Cyguea Cantio,” where he is speaking of London Bridge;
and you will find the passage referred to in a work to
which I have been greatly indebted for these notices of
Leland and his writings :—¢ The Lives of those eminent
Antiquaries, John Leland, Thomas Hcarne, and Anthony
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3 Wood,’ Oxford, 1772, 8vo., vol. i. p. 47, where it is
also stated, that London Bridge was then the subject of
much public attention. By far the most curions °re-
ference to Leland’s invective, however, is to be seen in an
original Letter written from llearne to Bagford, and pre-
served in the Harleian Collection of Manuscripts, No.
6910, Part iv. at the end ; whence 1 shall give it you in
all its original simplicity.
: Oxf. 11th July, 1714.
“¢Sp,

*Tis a pretty while since I received another part of
your observations about London, together with some fragments and
books, and a copy of Leland’s ¢ kincomin illustrorum virorum.’
The geutleman who lent this copy is a person for whom 1 have a
great honour, and T desire you would return him my service and
thanks, altho’ T have already done this myself in a letter I writ tp
him. T should be glad to know whether he be Iisg., or what
other title 1 may call him by, if I should have occasion to make
public mention of his name. 1 am extremely obliged to you for
your care and trouble, and for your veadiness to assist me.  As for
what Leland says about Londou Bridge, 'tis in the word Pontifices
in his Com. upon the ** Cygnea Cantio.”” Some ignorant per-
sons, and particularly one, had found fault with his making only
nineleen arches in London Bridge, when, as they alleged, there were
twenty. Mr. Leland acknowledges there weio twenty cataracts,
or passages, but obscrves that onc of them was only a sluice, or
Draw-Bridge, and that there were only ninefeen stone aiches.
Upon this he takes occasion to animadvert in short upon the afore-
said peison, who had been so pert, and promises to tuke more
notice of him afterwards, and at the same time to expose him
according to his descrts, lle tells us he had survey’d the whole
City, and took notes of every thing of couscquence in it, and
insinuates that he would publish & most full and exact account of
its listory and Antigunitics. 'Twas in this work the vemarks of
tho aforesaid Observator were to be fully comsidered; but Mr.
Leland dying before he could finish either this, or divers other
undertakings, his papers came into other hauds, and those about
London (which were considerable) coming to Mr. Stowe, many of
them arc published in the Survey of London as Mr. Stowe’s own,
and others are entirely lost, or, at least, "tis not at present known
who has the posscssion of them.?

* * * * * *
For Mr. John Bagford, at the
Charter House, London.’
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“ After this flourish of trumpeys, concerning Leland
and London RBridge, I proceed to translate for you the
verw amusing passage itself, premising only that you
will find it on p. 133, in that edition of the work which
I have alrcady cited. — Pontifices: DBridge Masters,
officers who derive their name from the nature of their
employment, namely, the constructing of Bridges, or the
keeping of them in order; of whom also are the two
Governors charged with the care of London Bridge.
These officers have an excellent house in the suburb of
Southwark, as well as a storchouse containing everything
belonging to their occupation. Rodolphus a Diceto
relates in his History, that Peter of Colechurch, a Priest,
laid the foundations of a new Bridge : but though it was
at first very inconsiderable, Royal and Civic munificence
afterwards brought it to be the cdifice which it now
appears.  Upon this subject, Courteous Reader, I am
assailed by a whole herd of blustering smatterers, of
whon there is one more insignificant than even the rest ;
a fellow more notorious for loquacity than cloquence, and
prodigiously self-conceited ; he, truly, shamelessly asserts
me to have mistaken in my enumeration of the Arches
of London Bridge. And he being, I warrant you, a
critic of rare sagacity, plucks up by the roots, rends, and
mangles, all by his own mighty authority, an’t please
you, the pretended oversight on my part. But no more
at present ; for upon another opportunity L am about to
overwhelm his jutolerable stupidity, and trample down
his arrogance : I mcrely then reply to him, that one
eye-witness is of morc value than ten hearsays. ITama
Citizen of London, nor do I repent me of my country ;
and I hope also that she may never have any reason to
repent her of her son. To thee then, thou vile com-
panion, Geta,'—the name, you may remember, of a very
knavish servant in Terencc’s ¢ Phormio,'—* to thee 1 say

To none the City better known can be,
All London is a monument to me !
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Buppose thou wert to try thy skill at searching into that
antiquity which involves this wonder of our city 2 Per-
chance thou mayest learn something, unless thou art
half-ashamed to learn under my tuition. But why should
we not now return to the matter of the Bridge ? London -
Bridge then, as it cxtends itself from North to South,
has ticenty cataracts ; but of arches, incurvated passages
formed of solid stone, there are no more than nineteen.
That platform, having the figure of & Bridge, made of
level wooden planks, capable of being raised or lowered
by wachines, that an cnemy may not find an open
passage, 1 ncither can, nor will, nor ought reasonably to
call an arch. And yet thou wert greatly in hope of a
mighty triumph over me in this matter ; hut by these
words thus easily do 1 snatch away from thee thine air-
built castles.

For though Antgeus thou should’st be, or Polyphemus vast,

Or Atlas, on whose shoulders broad the world itsclf was cast,

To hope to trinmph o’cr me were but lubour spent in vain,

And thou, I deem, wilt wiscr be if e'cr we meet again.

¢ And now,.get thee hence, thou Geta, and fail not
to proclaim to all your pot companions, your notable
discovery of twenty arches in London Bridge I’

“ 1 have next, Mr. Barhican, to commend to your
notice the account of Lond u Bridge and the Thames,
given to us by* that most learned man and voluminous
writer, PPaulus Jovius, Bishop of Nocera, an historian
who was born at Como, in Italy, in 1483, and died in
1552. The passage to which 1 allude, is in his ¢ De-
scriptio Britannia, Scotiwe, Hybhernim, ct Orchadum,’
Venice, 1548, small 4to, or 8vo, p. 12 a, beginning ¢ Sed
harum et denique omwnium et fumam Londinum penitus
obscurat ;° but I shall here again take the freedom to
anticipate time a little, and® give you under onc year a
translation of Paulus Jovius, and Sir I'aul Ilentzner’s
deseription of the same object ; since the former is cited
by the latter, and both are excellently well rendered into
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English in that very curious and rare production of the
Strawberry-Hill press, entitled ¢ A Journey into England,
by Paul Hentzner, in the Year M.D.XC.VIII.," printed
in 1757, 8vo; on p. 4 of which the passage thus come
mences. ¢ On the South is a Bridge of stone, 800 feet in
length, of wondzrful work ; it is supported upon 20 piers
of squarc stone, 60 feet high, and-30 hroad, joined by
arches of about 20 fect diameter. The whole is covered
on each side with houses, so disposed as to have the
appearance of a continucd street, not at all of a Bridge.
Upon this is built a tower, on whose top the heads of
such as have been exccuted for high treason are placed
upon iron spikes: we counted above thirty. Paulus
Jovius, in his deseription of the most remarkable towns
of England, says, ¢ All are obscured by London ; which,
in the estimation of many, is Casar’s City of the Trino-
bantes, the capital of all Britain, famous for the com-
meree of many nations ; its houses are clegantly built,
its churches fine, its towers strong, and its riches and
abundance surprising. The wealth of the world is wafted
to it by the Thames, swelled by the tide; and navigable
to merchant ships, through a safe and deep channel for GO
miles, from its mouth to the City. Its banks are every-
where beautified with fine country seats, woods, and
farms ; below, is the Royal Palace of Greenwich ; above,
that of Richmond ; and between both, on the West of
London, rise the noble buildings of Westminster, most
remarkable for the Courts of Justice, the Parliament, and
8t. Petcr’s Church, enriched with the Royal tombs., At
the distance of 20 miles from London, is the Castle of
‘Windsor, a most delightful retreat of the Kings of Eng-
land,.as well as famous for several of their tombs, and for
the most rcnowned ceremonial of the Order of the
Garter.  This river abounds in swans, swimming in
flocks ; the sight of them, and their noise, are vastly
agreeable to the fleets that mcet them in their course.
1t is joined to the City by a Bridge of stone wonderfully
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built ; is never encreased by any rains, rising only with
the tide, and is cvery where spread with nets, for the
taking of salmon and shad.” Thus far Paulus Jovius.
I have given you the whole of this passage, because
it is curious in itself, most elegantly translated by Lord
Orford, and because, in the accounts of ancient London
which we derive from the foreigners who have visited it,
there is most commonly a delineation of some feature
which others have ncglected ; as I shall have several
opportunitics of showing you hereafter. 1 have only to
add at present, that Paul Hentzner was an cminent
German Counscllor and traveller, who died in 1623 ; and
whose work, whence 1 have cxtracted the foregoing
description, is entitled ¢ Itinerarium Germaniz, Galliss,
Anglia, ct Italim,” &c., best edition, Nuremberg, 1629,
4to. It was written during a journcy which he made
through thosc countries with the young Count Rhediger,
with whom he had been at the University of Strasburg ;
its clegance of language is particularly remarkable, and
the part relating to England is gencrally considered as
the best.
¢ In the fourth ycar of the reign of King Edward the
Sixth, — 1550, —thosc extensive Lecttcrs Patent were
granted to Southwark, by which the famous Fair was
instituted in that Borough, to be held on the 7th, 8th,
and 9th of September. The Putent was dated the 20th
of April, and the sum of 647/ 2s. 1d. was paid for it to
the King, by the Mayor and Corporation of London. At
the time of this Fair, anciently called ¢ OQur Ladv
Southwark, the Lord Mayor, and Sheriffs, us
to St. Magnus’ Church after dinner, at tw
tho afternoon ; the former being vested wi'
-88., without his hood, and all dressed
-gowns; lined, without their cloaks, T}
-by the Sword-Bearer wearing his em!
carrying ¢ the Pearl Sword ;' and, at
met by the Aldermen, all of whom, af
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rode over the Bridge in proeession, passed through'the
Fair, and continued either to 8t. George’s Chrurch, New<
ington Bridge, or to the stones pointing out the City’
liberties at St, Thomas of Waterings,. They then re-
turned over the Bridgo, or to the Bridge-House, where a
_banquet was provided, when the Aldermen took leave of
the Lord Mayer, and;: all parties being rcturned home,
the Bridge-Mssters gave a supper to the Lord Mayor's
officers.  Stow and his continuators are my authoritics
for these particulars; sce vol. ii. of his ¢ Survey,” pp. 5,
249,

“ Qur voyage down the stream of history, and of time,
has at length copducted us to the.reign of Queen Mary,
and the year 1654 ; when her proposed marriage with
Philip IT., of Spaiw; glarmed all the nation, lest the
uquisition should bi-established in England, and the
people becothe the vassals of the Spanish crown. But
although the Protestants were the most alarmed at this
marriage, when the treaty was made public the com- &
plaints and murmurs aguinst it became almost universal ;%
and, finally, produccd a conspigacy ageinst Mary, of -
which it was certainly either the cause, or the pretemee.
One of the principal leaders of this plot was Sir Thomas |
Wyat, a gentleman of Kent, who had frequently been
Ambassader to Spain, where the cruclty and subtilty of
the people had elarmed him for the future fate of his
own couniry. As the insurrection was intended to be
general, Lis sphere of action was to he Kent 5 whilst Sir |

‘arew excited a rising in Cornwall, and the Duke
in Warwickshire, as being the centre of the
“Wrom too hasty preparations, however, and
‘embling his forves, the designs of Garew
before they were entirely perfeeted ; one
38 was arrested ; and he saved himself .‘
the cnterpeise and escaping to France.
discovery accclerated all the other |
wgh it was intended to await ‘4he
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arrival of King Philip, to give 4 colour. to. the pebellion,
Wyat, notwithstanding he was unprepared, marched his
few followers to Maidstone, and- gave out that hetook
up arms to preserve England from' being invaded.'- He
had little success on his 'way to London, but the City
Trained-bands being, by a manosgiyre, induced to desert
to him, he arrived with about men in Southwark,
on Saturday, February the 3d, 1553-54. " The pmdence
of that excellent man, Sir lhomn.s White, then Lord
Mayor, had, however, already prepared for -his coming ;
added to w lm.h, the Queen, who remained in Guildhall,
appointed Lord William Iloward Licutenant of the
City, The Draw-Bridge at London Bridge was then
cut down and thrown into the River ; the Bridge gates
were shut ; ramparts and fortifications were rajsed around
them ; ordnance was planted to defend them ; and the
Mayor and Sheriffs, well armed for the cohﬂ'ibt, com-
manded all persons to shut their shops and windows, and
to stand ready harnessed at their doors for any cvent
which might occur. As Wyat found there was no
opposition made to him in Southwarlk, some of his soldiers
completely sacked the Bishop of Winchester's Palace,
and destroyed his extensive library ; whilst at the Bridge
foot he luid two pieces of ordnance, and dug an extensive
trench between the Bridge and his forces.  In order to
gain an entrance to the Bridge, Sir Thomas® brake down
the wall of a house adjoining the gate, by which' he
ascended the leads over the gate, and then coming down
into the Porter's lodge, about cleven at night, he found
the Porter slecping, but his wife, with several others,
watching over a coal fire. On beholding Wyat, they
suddenly started, when he commanded them to be.silent,
as they loved their lives, and they should have nd. hurt ;
andy they timidly yielding to him, he and some others
went upon the Bridge to rcconnoitre. On the other side,
of the Draw-Bridge he saw the, Lord Admiral, the Lord
Mayor, Sir Andrew Judd, and one or two move in con-
R
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sultation, for defence of the Bridge, as wg may suppose,
by fire or torch-light ; and after, for some time, cavefully
observing their deliberations, he returned to his party,
unscen and in safety. ITaving stated to his followers the
active mecasures of the Citizens, they hegan to consult
what course they liad better adopt to sccure their own
success and safety. The advice of some was to return
to Gireenwich, and crossing the water into Kssex, enter
Loundon at Aldgate ; others, though they were suspected
of treachery, were for going back into Kent to mceet
some friends and supplies ; when, at length, it was con-
cluded that they should march a]ong the Thumestowards
Kingston, and, crossing the Bridge of that place, enter
the City on the West.

“ On the night previously to their departure, Mondav,
the 5thof I? cbrqary, as ¢ Thomas Menschen, one of thd
Licutenant’s men of the Tower,—says Stow, in his
¢ Annals,” p. 619,—¢ rowed with a sculler over against
the Bishop of Winchester's Palace, there was a water-
man of the Tower stayres, desired the sayd Licutenant
to take him in, who did so, which being espied of Wyatt’s
men, seaucn of them with harqucbusses called to them
to land againe, but they would not, whercupon each man
discharged their Piece, and killed the sayd Waterman,
which foorthwith falling downe dead, the sculler with
much paine rowed through the Bridgc to the Tower
wharfe, with the Licutenant’s man and the dead man in
his boat; which thing was no segner knowne to the
Lieutenant, but cven the same night, and the next
morning, hee bent seauen great pieces of ordnance,
cvluerings and demi-canons, full against the foote of the
Bridge, and against Southwarke, and the two stecples of
Saint Olaucs and Saint Mary Ouerics, besides all the
pieces on the White Tower, one culuorm" on the
Diueling Tower, and three fauconets ouer thc Water-
gate: which so soone as the inhabitants of Southwarke
vnderstood, certaine buth men and women came to Wyat

DR
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in most lamentable wise, saying, ¢ Sir, wee are all like to
bee vtterly vndone, and destroyed for your sake, our
houses shall by and bye bee throwne downe vpon our
heads, to the vtter spoyle of this borrough, with the shot
of the T'ower, all rcady bent and charged towtuds vs, for
the louc of God thercfore take pittie upon vs:’ at which
wordes hee being partly abashed, stayed a while, and
then sayd: ¢ 1 pray you my i‘riends bee content a while,
and I will svone case you of this mischiefe, for God for-
bid that you, or the least here, shounld be killed, or hurt,
in my behalfe. And so, in most speedic manner, hee
marched away.’

“ He next procecded to Kingston, where he devised
the means of crossing the river, though the bridge was
destroyed ; and on the 7th of February he entered Lon-
don. - His unhappy story is no farther connected with
that of London Bridge ; and it will therefore be sufficient
to observe that hie was exccuted on the 11th of April, on
Tower-hill, his guarters being set up in several places,
and his hicad on the gibhet at lluy;}ﬁll, near Hyde Park ;
whence, however, it was soon after stolen and carried
away. In addition to Stow’s ¢ Annals,” let me observe
that I have also quoted fromn Ilolmshed s ¢ Clronicle,’
vol. iii., p. 1007.

- Altlwu:,h, as 1 have fully shown you, London Bridge
was, in general, r.ost intimately connected with the
prineipal exceutions of the times, yet T do not read that
it was rendered remarkable in the days of Queen Mary,
by being made the scene of any of the numerous Protes-
tant martyrdoms, which have cternally blotted her short,
but sanguinary reign. There is, however, in Fox, a
short ancedote connected with our present subject, which
I quote the more readily, as it also bears a reference to
the Church of 8t. Magnus. Upon the death of Pope
Julius 111., in 1555, Stephen Gardiner, Bishop of Win-
chester and Lord Chancollor, wrote to Bonner, Bishop
of London, to command him in Queen Mary’s name to

R2
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order those prayers to be used throughout his diocese,
which the Roman Church has appointed during a vacancy
in the Papal See. * Vpon this commandment,—says
John Fox, in his immortal ¢ Acts and Monuments of
Martyrs;” Loudon, 1610, vol. iii., p. 1417, column 2,—
¢ on Wednesday in Easter weeke,'—which, in 1555, was
the 17th of April,—¢ there were hearses set vp, and diriges
sung for the said Julius, in diuers places. At which time
it chanced a woman to come into Saint Magnus Church,
at the Bridge-foot in London, and there seeing an hearse
and otlier preparation, asked what it meant : and other
that stood by, said that it was for the Pope, and that she
must pray for him. “Nay,” quoth she, “ that I will not,

for he needeth not my prayer: and seeing he could forgmc
vs all our sins, I am sure he is cleane himselﬁ: : therefore
I ncede not to pray for him,” She was heard speake these
words of certaine that stood by : which by and by carried
her vato the cage at London Bridge, and bade her coole

her selfe there.” In some of the editions of Fox there is
an engraving representing this circumstance, which shows
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that the Stocks and Cage stood hy one of the archways
on the Bridge, and in onc of the vacant spaces which
looked on to the water. .

I will but add, that Cages and Stocks were ordered to he
set up in every Ward of the City by Sir William Capell,
Draper, and Lord Mayor, in 1503,

¢ 1 cannot illustrate the year 1556 farther than by an
extract from the Account-Rolls of the Bridge-Keepers,
taken from the printed document alrcady mentioned ; and
the general particulars are as follow. ¢ 155G, Andrew
Woodcock and William Maynard, Bridge-Masters,
received for this year's fee, each, 261, 13s. 4d.—53/. Ls. 84.
Horse keeping to cach, 20.—4l  Livery, each 1/.—2/.
Total to each of them, 294 13y, 4d.  Sum of the whole
597, Gx. 8. Rental, 10694 11s. G1d.

“The next view which we find representing London
Bridge, is supposced to have heen taken about this time,
or at least befire the ycar 1561, since it shows the Cathe-
dral of $t. Paul surmounted by its famous spire, which
was then destroyed. The picture, itself, is a prospect of
London, taken® from St. Catherine’s, below the Tower,
over the gate of which are two turrets, since gone, and
behind the Tower is & view of Grace Dicu Abhey in
the Minories, with the spives and tops of several other
Churches and bhuildings. Mr. Gough, in his ¢ British
Topography,’ vol. i, p. 748, esteems this to he the oldest
view of London extant ; and states that it was a painting
in the possession of Mr. John Grove, of Richmond, who
had it engraven in Nov. 1754, by J. Wood, and dedi-
cated to the Right Honourable Philip, Lord Hardwicke,
Lord Chancellor, &e. This view consists of a whole-
sheet folio plate, executed in the line-manner; the Bridge
is shown in the distance, having fiftcen arches only, with
three separate piles of buildings and towers above : and
in the front are several ancicnt vesscls and boats.
Though Mr. Gough states that the plate has been mis-
laid, impressions from it are by no means exceedingly
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rare, cxcepting when they are in fine preservation, as to
colour and margin; and, it should be remarked, that
there is also a quarto copy of it in the second number of
a singular, but unfinished work, published by Messrs.
Boydell and Co. in 1818, entitled ¢ London before the
Great Fire.” This view of London Bridge is, however,
much too distant for our purpose ; cven if its authority
were less apocryphal, than it is generally supposed to
be.

“The ycar 1564 was remarkable, inasmuch as it
concerned London Bridge, for a severe frost upon the
Thamgs, which began on Thursday, December the 21st,
and of which Stow, in his * Annals,’ p. 658, and Holinshed
in his ¢ Chronicle,” vol. iii., p. 1208, give you some par-
ticulars. It is there stated, that the frost continued to
such an cxtremity, that on New-Year's ve ¢people
went oucr and alongst the Thames on the ise from
London Bridge to Westminster. Some plaied at the
football as boldlic there, as if it had beene on the drie
land : diuerse of the Court being then at Westminster,
shot dailic at prickes sct vpon the Thames; and the
people, both men and women, went on the Thames in
greater pumbers, than in anic strect of the Citie of
London. On the third daic of January at night, it
began to thaw, and on the fift there was no ise to be
seene betweene London Bridge and Lambeth, which
sudden thaw caused great floods and high waters, that
bare downe bridges and houses, and drowned manie
people in England : especiallie in Yorkshire; Owes Bridge
was horne awaic with others.’

¢ Stow rclates in his © Survey,’ vol. i., p. 64, that in
April, 1577, the Tower which stood at the Northern
end of the Draw-Bridge on London Bridge, was becomne
so decayed as 10 require taking down and removing.
A new building was consequently then commenced, and
the heads of the traitors which had formerly stood upon
it were re-crected on the Tower over the Gate at the
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Bridge foot, Southwark ; which was subscquently known
by the name of Trartors’ Gars.

¢ Whilst 1 am speaking to you of the removal of these
heads to the South end of London Bridge,—though it
comes a little out of the order of time,—I must not forget
to notice the increasc of their number, by those of several
persons who were executed for not acknowledging King
Henry VIILL as Supreme Head of the Church of
England. The Act, by which he was so constituted,
was passed in the 27th year of his reign,—1535,—and it
ordained that all who refused to take the Oath of the
King's Ecclesiastical Supremacy, and renounce that of
the Pope, whether Clergyman or layman, should he
considered as guilty of Ifigh Treason. The first who
suffered under this Act were several of the Carthusian
Monks of the Charter-house,—preceded by their Prior,
John Houghton, on Tuesday, May the 4th,—svhosc
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heads were then set up on the Bridge : but two of the
most eminent and remarkable instances, were those of
Bishop Fisher, and Sir Thomas More, to which T shall
request your attention whilst I give you a few parti-
culars. .

¢ John Fisher, Bishop of Rochester, was exccuted on
St. Alban’s day, Tuesday, the 22d of June, 1535,-about
ten in the morning ; and his head was to have been
crected upon Traitors’ Gate the same night, but that it
was delayed to be exhibited to Queen Aune Boleyn.
We gather these particularg from that most curious
little duodecimo, written by Hall, but attributed to Dr.
Phomas Baily, entitled The Life and Dcath of that
renowned John Fisher, Bishop of Rochester, London,
1655 ; in which also, at p. 211, there is the following
interesting passage concerning Loundon Bridge :—¢ The
next day after his burying, the head, being parboyled,
was pricked upon a pole, and set on high upon London
Bridge, among the rest of the holy Carthusians’ heads
that suffered death lately before him. -And here T cannot
omit to declare unto you the miraculous: sight of this
head, which, after is had stood up the space of fourteen
dayes upon the Bridge, could not be perceived to wast
nor consume : ncither for the weather, which then was
very hot, neither for the parboyling in hot water, hut
grew daily fresher and fresher, so that in his life-time he
never looked so well ; for his checks being heautified
with a comely red, the face looked as though it had
beholden the people passing by, and would have spoken
to them, which many took for a miracle, that Almighty
God was pleased to show above the course of Nature, in
this preserving the fresh and lively colour in his face,
surpassing the colour he had being alive, wherehy was
noted to the world the innocénce and holinesse of this
blessed father, that thus innocently was content to lose
his head in defence of his Mother, the Holy Catholique
Church of Christ. Wherefore the people coming daily
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to sec this strange sight, the passage over the Bridge was
so stopped with their going and coming, that almost
neither cart nor horse could passe ¢ and, therefore, at
the end of fourteen daies, the executioner was commanded
to throw downe the head, in the night-time, into the
River of Thames, and, in the place thereof, was set the
head of the most blessed and constant martyr, Siv Thomas
More, his companion, -and fellow in all his troubles, who
suffered his passion’—on Tuesday,—¢the Gth of July
next following,” about nine o'clock in the morning.

“The cirqumstances attendant upon the relique of
this mest eminent man, were but little less singular than
the preceding ; and Thomas More, his great-grandson,”
in his very interesting Life of him, printed at London,
in 8vo, 1726, pp. 276, 277, says,* his head was putt vpon
London Bridge, where as trayterg heads gre sett vpon
poles: and hauing remained some moncths there, beipg
to be cast into the Thames, beeause roome should be
made for diuerse others, who, in plentiful sorte, suffered
niartyrdome for the same Supremacie, shortly after it
was bought by his daughter Msu'gmgtt, least—as she
stoutly affirmed before the Councell, being called hefore
them for the same matter—it should be foode for fishes ;
which she buried where slic thought fittest. It was very
well to be knowen, as well by the liuelie fauour of him,
which was not all thus while in anie thing almost dimi-
nished ; as also by reason of one tooth which he wanted
whilst he liued: herein it was to he admired, that the
hayres of his head being almost gray, before his martyr-
dome, they scemed now, as it were, rcadish or yellow.’
The pious daughter of this most cclebrated Chancellor,
is said to have preserved this relique in a lenden case,
and to have ordered its interment, with her own body, in
the Roper vault, under a chapel adjoining St. Dunstan’s,
Canterbury, where it was seen in the year 1715 ; and
again very recently.

¢ About the time of removing the black and decay ing
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fragments of these heads, there scem to have been several
other alterations and improverents effected upon London
Bridge ; for Stow tells us that, to replace the Tower
whicli’ was taken down, ¢ a new foundation was drawn,
and Sir John Langley, the Lord Mayor, laid the first
stone of another huilding, in presence of the Sheriffs, and
Bridge Masters, on Wednesday, the 28th of August,
1577. In September, 1579, the Tower was finished,
being a beautiful and chargeable picce of work, and havmg
all its fabric above the Bnd;:e formed of tunbel This
erection, then, formed a sccond Sovrnwark GATE AND
Towgi. The structure consisted of four circular turrets,

connected by curtains, and surmounted by battlements,
containing a great number of transom cascments ; within
which, having their roofs and chimneys rising above the
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Tower, were several small habitations, whilst beneath,
was a broad covered passage ; the huilding itself project-
ing considerably over each side of the Bridge, the width
of the carringe-way, at this part, being about 40 feet.
Perhaps, however, the most splendid and curious building
which adorned London Bridge at this time, was the
famous Nonesven Ilovsi; so culled, because it was

constructed in Holland, entirely of wood, and, being brought
over in picces, was crected in this place with wooden
pegs only, not a single nail heing used in the whole
fabric. It stood at some distance beyond the edifice
which I last described to you, ncarer the City, at the
Northern entrance of the Drawbridge ; and its situation
is even yet pointed out to you, by the 7th and 8th arches
of London Bridge, from the Southwark end, being still
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called the Draw Lock, and the Nonesuch Lock. On the
London side of the Bridge, the Nonesuch House was
partly joined to numerous small wooden dwellings, of
about 27 fect in depth, which hung over the parapet on
each side, leaving, however, a clear space of 20 feet in
the centre; though, over all these, its carved gables,
cupolas, and gilded vancs, majestically tewered.  Two
Sun-dials, declining East and West, also crowned the top
on the South side ; on the former of which was painted
the old and appropriate agnonition of ¢ Z'ime and Tide
stay for no man;’ though these ornaments do not
appear to have been crected until the ycar 1681, in the
Mayoralty of Sir Paticnce Ward. This we learn from
Edward Hatton’s ¢ New View of London,” vol. ii. p. 791.

¢ Like most of those other buildings, this celcbrated
edifice also overhunggthe East and West sides of the
Bridge ; and there presented to the Thames two fronts,
of scarcely less magnificence than it exhibited to South-
wark and the ('ity ; the colunins, windows, and carving,
being similarly splendid ; and, thus, equally curious and
interesting, was the Nonxesven HovseE ox Loxpon
Briner, seen ¥RoM THE WATER. (See opposite page,)
1ts Southern front only, however, stood perfectly uncon-
nected with other erections, that being entirely free for
about fifty feet before it, and presenting the appearance
of a large building projecting beyond the Bridge on
eitLer side ; having a squarc tower at cach cxtremity,
crowned by short domes, or Kremlin spires, whilst an
antiquely-carved gable arose in each centre.  The whole
of the front, too, was ornamented with a profusion of
transom casement windows, with earved wooden galleries
before them ; and richly sculptured wooden panels and
gilded columns wore to be found in every part of it. In
the centre was an arch, of the width of the Drawbridge,
leading over the Bridge ; and alove it, on the South side,
were carved the Arms of St. George, of the City of Lon-
don, and those of Elizabeth, France and England quar-
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terly, supported by the Lion and Dragon ; from which
circumstance only, can we cstimate the time when the
Nonesuch House was crected.”

“ Allow me, however, to observe at this place,” said I,
as Mr. Postern pronounced these last words, ¢ that we
have another and a very curious piece of evidence too, for

believing that the Nonesuch House on London Bridge
was placed there about this very period : inasmuch as
that excellent and indcfatigable antiquary, Mr. Sharp, of
the most ancient city of Coventry, has discovered, in the
manuscript accounts of that place, a memorandum which
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certainly hasreference to this very building ; and which,
as he has favoured me with a copy, 1 shall repeat to you.
—¢ 1585, Paid to Durrum, the paynter, to bye Coulors
to payut the lawte at the Maior's palace, in parte of
payment of xxX s, to ley the vawte in oyle Colers
substancially, the greate posts in jasper Collur, as the newe
house on Tondon Bridge ys : all the rayles in stone (‘ou-
lo¥, the smale pillors in white leade Cofllors, the great
pillars in perfect greene Coullo™ xiij.s. @ij.d’—*¢ The
Vawte,—he adds,—* was a balcony, or colonnade, in
front of the Mayor’s Parlour, supported by large pillars,
and having a lallustrade of smaller pillars round the flat-
leaded roof of it.” This, Mr. Barnaby, it must be con-
fossed, is very like the features of the Nonesuch House
on London Bridge: and it is not at all improbable but
what we have here alinost the very year of its crection.”

“ You are right, worthy Mr. Barbican, you are right,”
said the old Historian of the Bridge ; ¢ and T would to
Heaven, that no Antiquarian discussion ever demanded a
heavier concession. But now let us return for awhile from
the buildings on London Bridge, to the scattered events
which illustrate its history ; for 1 purpose again speakingy
of its appearance when we arrive at the close of this cen-
tury, and of then mentioning all the ancient prospects
of it, whence I have drawn my descriptions of its edifices.

“ It was in 1582 that the idea was first formed of
crecting Water-works against the Arches of London
Bridge ; and of adapting the violence of the torrent, as it
rushed through its narrow locks, to some purpose of
general utility. Asa good account of these original works
is given in Stow’s ¢ Annals,” p. 696G, and in Holinshed’s
¢ Chronicle,’ vol. iii., p. 1348, 1 shall give you the very
words, as conveying the best illustration of them. ¢ This
year,—says Abraham Fleming, Holinshed’s continuator,
—¢Peter Moris, a Dutchman, but a Free-Denizen, hav-
ing made an engine for that purpose, conucied Thames
water in pipes of lead oucr the stecple of St. Magnus
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Church, at the North end of London Bridge, and so into
diuerse men’s houses in Thames Street, New Fish Street,
and Grasse-strect, vp vnto the North-west corner of
Leadenhall,—the highest ground of the Citie of London,
—where the waste of the first maine pipe ran first this
yearc, onc thousand five hundred cightie and two, on
Christmasse eenen ; which maine pipe, being since at the
charges of the Citic bronght vp into a standard there
made for that purpose, and divided there into foure seve-
rall spouts, ranne foure waics, plentifullic seruing to the
vse of the inhabitants neere adioining, that will fetch the
same into their houses, and also clensed the chanels of the
streets, North towards Bishopsgate, East towards Ald-
gate, South towards the Bridge, and west towards the
Stocks Market. No doubt a great commoditic to that
part of the Citie, and would be farre greater, it the said
waterwere mainteined to run continuallie, or at the leastat
eucrice tide some reasonable quantitic, asat the first it did ;
but since is much aslaked, thorough whose default T know
not, sith the engine is sufficient to conucie water plenti-
fullie : which, being well considered by Bernard Ran-
dolph, Esquier, Common Sergeant of the Citic of London,
he, being aliue, gane and deliuered to the Company of
Fishmongers, in London, a round sum to be imploied
towards conducting the Thames water, for the good
seruice of the Connnonwenlth, in conuenient order.” Tt
was probably the success of this engine which occasioned
another of four pumps, worked by horses, to be erceted
at Broken-Wharf, near Qucenhithe ; invented, as Stow
observes in his ¢ Annals,” p. 769, by Bevis Bulmar, ¢ a
most ingenious gentleman.” 1t was at fivst intended to
convey the Thames Water, by leaden pipes, to the whole
Western part of London ; but after working it for a short
time, it was laid aside, on mccount of its great charge
both to the tenants and the proprictors.

¢ After this I meet with but little to notice in our
Bridge Annals, for several years, cxcepting, that in 1583,
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Sir Edward Osborne, being then Lord Mayor, is said to
have introduced the custom of drvinking to the new
Sheriffs, although there is a ludicrous instanco of such a
ceremony in 1487 ; and that Stow’s ¢ Aunaly’ inform us,
at p. (98, that on the conclusion of the lrish Rebellion,
James, Earl of Desmond, a principal leader, * secretly
wandering without any succour, being taken in his cabine
by oue of the Ivish, his head was cut off and sent into
England, where the same,—as the head of an arch-
rebell,—was set on London Bridge on the thirtcene of
December.,

¢ It was on December 4, 1586, that the Commissioners
appointed to try the unfortunate Mary, Queen of Scots,
issued their sentence against her from Richmond ; which,
on the 6th, was openly read in Loudon, by WiHiam
Scebright, the Town-Clerk.,  This proclamation, as Stow
relates in his * Annals) p. 741, was made with the Ser-
jeants at Arms, and by sound of trumpets, about ten
a'clock in the morning, at four places inthe City ; numely,
at the cnd of Chancery lane; at the Crossin Cheapside ;
at the corner of Leadenlall ; and also at St. Maguus,
London Bridge. It was witnessed by several of the
Nobility ; the Lord Mayor, and Aldermen, in their scar-
let dresses; the City Oflicers 5 the principal part of the
gentry of London, and the most eminent Citizens habited
in velvet with gold chaios ; all mounted on horschack.
‘The tidings whieh were thus made known, were received
by the people with every kind of rejoicing ; ¢ as mani-
festly appeared,’— says Stow,-—¢ by ringing of bells,
making “of boufires, und singing of psalnes in_eucry of
the strectes and lanes of the Citie.” .

“71 do not find, in the preparaficns for - defending
London against the Spaniards, in 1588, any orders
concgrning the guarding of*the Bridge ; though in the
schel tor mapshalling” the City, then drawn up by
Edmund York, and printed in vol. ii. of Stow’s ¢ Survey,’
p- 509, it i®obscrved that the Bridge Is to be one of the
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places watched as a gate of London. This, howover,
was not the first time that the Citizens had been under
military discipline, for Stow relates, in the same volume,
p. 567, that in Scptember, 1586, when so much danger
was anticipated from the conspiracies of the Papists, a
series of orders was drawn up for their instruction. In
these regulations it was stated, that the gates should be
shut every night, and the Porteullises put in order; and
that one of the stations of the watch by the water-side,
should he by the engine which supplied the City with
water, which was at the North-West corner of London
Bridge, and almost adjoining to the present site of Fish-
mongers Hall.  Both these anticipated dangers, however,
passed away without any other cffecf upon London, than
that of evincing the courage of the Citizens ; and, after the
notable defeat of the Armada, eleven of the captured stan-
dards were hung upon London Bridge towards South-
wark, on Monday, Scptember the 9th, the day of the Fair
in that place, to the great rejoicing of all who saw them.

“ Besides the hefore-mentioned engines for sﬁpp]¥ing
the City with water, there were, however, also Corn
Mills erected near London Bridge] at a very early poivod
in the sixteenth century: for Stow, in vol. i. of his
¢ Survey,” p. 42, observes that they were built on the
Thames, about the var 1508. These tvere, however,
not the most ancient machines of that nature erccted
about this place; for in the year 13197, fn an exchange
of the Manor of Lambethe for the Manor of Darent,
made between Hubert Walter, Archhishop of @unter-,
bury, and the Monks of Rochester, there is a notice of a
Mill which *t, -foresaid Monks have Without South-
wark on the " * ues, towards the East, against the
Tower of London.” You may see the original instrument
in the third volume of Dugdalc’s ¢ Monasticon Angli-
canum,” Lendon, ¢ In the Savoy,” 1673, fol.,,p. 4. It was
therefore, upon these procedents, for the betfer supply
of the City, in consequence of the dearth and scarcity of
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corn which had extended for several miles round London,
and also on account of the difficulty of grinding meal for
the poor, that in March, 1588, the Mayor,«Aldermen,
and Commonalty, petitioned Queen Elizabeth that they
might ercct four Corn Mills under two roofs on the
Thames, near the Bridge, in parts where they could not
oceasion any injury. On the 1st of April, therefore, a
commission was addressod from the Court, at Greenwich,
to Mr. Rokesby, Master of St. Katherine’s, Mr. Fanshaw,
Master of the Requests, and Mr. Peter Osborn, Remem-
brancer of the Exchequer, to call before them such
persons as should be appointed by the City to manage
their cause ; some of the principal Officers of the Navy,
and certain Masters of the Trinity-House, to consult
with them whether the erection of such Mills would be
beneficial, or inconvenient ; and to consider in what
places they should be set up, in order that the Queen
might he moved to grant the City’s petition. After this
consultation, a certificate, dated May the 16th, was re-
turned By all the parties summoned, and the cight Masters
and Overseers of the River, and others of the Assistants
of the Company of V¥atermen, that the crecting of such
Milis could not in any way be hurtful to the Thames.
But as Stow has left on record the Trinity-IHouse Cer-
tificate, I shall give it you in the original form and words.
# ¢ Whereas it hath pleased the Lords of Her Majesty’s most
Henourable Privy Council to direct their letter to the Worshipful
Mr. Rookesby, Master of St. Katherive’s, Mr. Fanshaw, Mr.
Osborn, Comnissioners for the building of certain Mills on the
South "side of Thames upon the starlings above the Bridge : and
the' Commissioners ahovegnamed, have sent for us, the Master and
Assistants of the Trinity-Nouse of Deptford-Strand in Kent, that
wo should mako the survey, Whether the iccting of those Mills
might be prejudicial, or h&ﬂful, to the suid Juver; We whose
names are hereunder written, with others, huve taken a view of the
said place, and do find, as far as wg €an judge and foresee, it will not be
Turtful, nor prejudicial to the said\River in any way. April 4th, 1588.
John Hawkins. ' William Holstock.
Richard Gibs, Master, By me, Edvi. Wilkingon.
By e, Will. Ilarris. \ By me, Peter Hills.”
By me, Tho. Andros.
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¢ In Stow’s same work and velume, page 62, he states,
that as soon as these Mills were set up, complaint was
made to the Court, which produced the foregoing in-
quiry ; and that it was then ordered, that the water
should have free course through the arches of the
Bridge, and that the parts of the Mills which stood
nearest to the stonework of the cdifice, should still be
twelve feet distant from any part of it. The intent of
these Mills was to provide a remedy for times of dearth,
when the common people paid from 4d. to Gd. the bushel
for grinding their corn, and often, for a considerable time,
could not get it ground at all ; to supply which they were
constrained to buy meal at the mcal-sellers’ own prices,
which they inereased at their pleasure,

“ We have no very perfect idea left us of the appear-
ance of either the Mills, or the ancient Water-works
crected against London Bridge. Gough, in his ¢ British
Topography,’ vol. i. p. 735, states on the authority of
Bagford, that in the Pepysian Library, at Cambridge,
thereis ¢ a draught of London Bridge, expressing the Mill
at the end ;—as also a very old drawing of this Bridge on
Fire, on vellum.””

“Yes, Master Postern,” said 1, “ he dves so ; and that
same © very old drawing,” is nothing less than a most fair
and interesting view of the Western side, as it appeared
about the timc of Elizabeth, or James 1., delicately drawn
with a pen, slightly shaded, coloured, and gilded, but all
faded by time, and n(.mly worn ont by having been
folded in two, from the continual friction of the surfaces.
It mcasures about 247 inches, by 43 inches; and is now
contained in the port‘folio mm'ked ‘London and West-
minster, 1. 246, 247, C.” As the Bridge is represented
with the Northiern end in a perfectly cutire state, it must
have been drawn auterior tothe great conflagration which
destroyed it in 1632-33; though it was probably to com-
memorate that event, thnt some rude and barbarous hand
has’ disfigured it with those numecrous streaks of red,
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which Bagford and Gough supposcd to represent flames.
From the minute and carefal manner in which it is drawn,
it may certainly be esteemed as peculiarly authentic;
and, therefore, 1 procced to notice to you, that it, very
probably, contains a representation of the four Mills,
which you have already mentioned as being sct up near
this placc. At the Southern end, below the Traitor’s
Gate, is a kind of long shed, formed of shingles, or thin
boards, crected on three of the sterlings, and covering, as
the Citizeus proposed, four water wheels, which edifice
is, doubtless, intended to represent the Anciznt Corn
Miris ar LonvoN Bringe.

** Now, Mr. Burnaby, as this building stands out so
far from the Bridge itself as toleave a considerable space
between them, though enclosed on all sides, a sort of
water-square open at the top, it appears to me an evi-,
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dent proof that it represents those very Mills, In the
roof of the building are three scts of windows; and an
open stage, or floor, appears a short distance below it.
At the North end, also, of this most interesting prospect,
against the first sterling, is a high square building, like
a tewer, having a low wooden gallery in front of it ; and
a single water-wheel turning beneath it; which are, most
probably, intended for the Warerworks aAxp Towen ar
Loxpon Brive.

“ With regard to the other principal features of the
Pepysian view, 1 shall refoark o you only, that the
Western side of the Nonesuch House is delineated in
the richest and most delicate manner, all its carvings and

‘columns being minutely drawn and touched with gold;
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whilst a whole grove of heads and quarters raised upon
staves stands upon the top of the Traitors’ Gate beyond
it ; and so much then for a brief description of this ancient
prospect of London Bridge.”

“1 am much your debtor, most worthy Master
Geoffrcy,” said Mr. Postern, as 1 concluded ; I truly
am greatly your debtor, for these curious notices of a
view, at once so rare, so intercsting, and so antique : and,
touching the Water-house, or Tower, to which you have
alluded, although we have not any certain information
of the time when it was crected, yet from the circume
stance of its appearing with a name in John Norden’s
.very scarce view of London Bridge, which I shall pre-
sently mention, it may be supposed to have been sct up
in the time of Elizabeth, and was, perhaps, as old as the
Water-works themsclves.  In the first edition of Stow’s
¢ Survey, by Strype, London, 1720, vol. i. book ii. p. 174,
there is a passage relating to the Water-house, which
docs not appear cither in the original edition of 1598,
nor in the.last ancient one of 1633 ; and therefore may
be very justly supposed to refer to the wooden building
crected after the Great Fire ; when it will mosgt properly
be noticed.

“1 must herc again refer to the Account-rolls of the
Bridge Keepers, for the memoranda of some past years’
revenues and expenditure, te inform you that in the year
1562, the rental was 10712 Gs. ‘The salaries, and allow-
ance for horsekeeping, to Williamm Draper and Robert.
Essington, the Wardens, were the same as those paid in
1556 ; but the liveries were increased to 31 6s. 8d. each.
The whole amount for the year heing 642.  In 1565, —
says the same authority,—the allowance to each Bridge-
Master for fees, livery, &c., was 337.: and the rental of
the cstates amounted to 11682 8s. 534. : while in 1590,
the Bridge rental was 1369Z. 7s. 2d. ; and Robert Aske
and James Conneld, the Wardens, paid the two Bridge-
Masters for their Year's fee, 50/. each, with 3/ each
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for their horses and liveries ; making the whole charge
1061

“ In the year 1591, a most singular instance of drought
occurred in the vicinity of our history, as you may rcad
in Stow’s.¢Annals,” p. 765, where he states, that en
¢Wednesday, the sixth of Septemnber, the wind West-
and-by- South, as it had beene for the space of two days
before, very boysterous, the riuer of Thamis was so
voyd of water, hy forcing out the fresh and keeping
backe the sault, that men in diuers places might goe
200 paces ouer, and then fling a stone to the land. A
Collier, un a mare, rode from the North side to the
South, and backe againe, on cither side of London
Bridge, but not without danger of drowning both waycs.’

“The year 1594 was particularly remarkable for a
dearth of corn, occasioned, as Stow tells us, it was sup-
posed,—sce his ¢ Amnals,” p. 769,—by the English Mer-
chants having exported it too largely. The summer had
been extremely wet; for not only mmuch rain fell in
May : bat, in the following two months, it commonly
rained every day, or night, until the 25thf July, the
Fcast of St. James, and two days after, without inter-
mission. Notwithstanding these floods a fair harvest
followed in August, but the price of grain rose to Se. for
a bushel of Rye, whilst Wheat was sold from Gs. to 8s.
the bushel, and incrcased even still higher. In conse-
quence of this, Sir John Spencer the Lord Maygr,
procured it to be ordered, that the several Companies of
the City should presently provide themselves with cer-
tain proportions of wheat and rye, to be laid up in the
public granarics at the Bridge house. In Deccember,
however, the greatest part of their stores was yet wanting,
and the Lord Mayor, therefore, issued a new order on
the 13th of that month, divecting that the whole qyantity
should be laid up in the Bridge-Ilousc before the 8th of
the ensuing January ; since corn was then being imported
into England. At this period, Elizabeth was, most pro-
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bably, preparing thosc twenty-six vessels, which she
despatched, the following year, to Spanish Amcrica,
under Sir John Hawkins; since, in his capacity of Trea-
surer of the Navy, he demanded of the Lord Mayor the
Bridge-House, granaries, ovens, &c., for the use of the
Queen’s Navy, and baking biscuits for the flcet. Ceeil,
Lord Burleigh, who was then Lord Treasurcr, being a
great patron and protector of the City ; to him the
Lord Mayor addressed a remonstrance against Sir John
Hawkins, stating all the foregoing circumstances, that
the City would be deprived of its provision, if he lent
thie granarics ; that the Companies would neglect to lay
up the corn they were enjoined to do, and that grain
must either be bought from the Badgers, or Meal-sellers,
or else the Merchants be discouraged from importing any
more. - He added also, that the ovens in the Bridge-
House were required for baking bread for the City poor,
at reduced rates ; and he concluded by representing that
the Queen had wot only granaries about Tower Hill,
Whitchall, and Westininster, but that Winchester House
was also in"her possession, in which large quantities of
“corn might be deposited. This honest and spirited con-
duct of the Lord Mayor produced, on the part of Admiral
Hawkins, the reply ¢ that he should hear more to his
further dislike,” as well as sotne letters from the Privy
Council in censure of his proceedings. Upon which he
again addressed the Lord ‘Freasurer, entreated his favour
and protection, and petitioned that the granaries might
still be employed for the use of the City, lest the dearth
of corn should yet increasc, or the poor of London
should be distressed for provision: adding that, as the
City was then unprovided, his Lordship would hold him
excused from resigning the Bridge House, and submitting
himsgf to his good pleasure. With these answers,
Hawkins was probably forced to be content; as we meet
with no farther correspondence upon this subject.

“ With these particulars, then, teriinate our annals
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of London Bridge for the sixteenth century ; but before
we pass on to the opening of the following one, let me
mention to you the views of this edifice which we
possess, illustrative of the period we have now arrived
at, and give you a gencral idea of its appearance, whilst
it yet remained in its greatest state of splendour.

“Onc of the most ancient representations of London
Bridge is contained in that painting of the procession of
King Edward V1. from the Tower, to his Coronation at
Westminster, February the 19th, 1547 ; the original of
which was executed to decorate a part of the Great
Dining Rooin of Cowdray Ilall, Sussex, the seat of
Viscount Montague, where it was destroyed by fire in
1793. An cngraving of this intcresting picture was,
however, published by the Society of Antiquaries in
May, 1797 ; and the Bridge is there represented at the
left hand of the engraving, containing four or five
buildings erccted on the side, in the centre of which
rises a spire, perhaps meant for the Chapel of St.
Thomas; and at the Southern end appears the gate,
This, however, is but an oblique view, and by no means
to be depended upon for its accuracy ; though, at the
same time, the plate contains numerous other interesting
features of antiquity, which render it invalughle to all the
admirers of London in the olden times,  The next most
ancient prints of this edifice are those maps and plans of
London which include the Bridge; such as that con-
tained in the ©Civitates Orbis Terrarum,” hy George
Braun and Irancis Hohenberg, vol. i., Cologne, 1523,
fol., sig. A :—the famous map of Radulphus Aggus,
published abeout 1588; and some others of less note, of
which you have a tolerably accurate account in Richard
Gough’s *British "I'opography,” vol. i. pp. 743—760.
These plans, however, altheugh exceedingly interesting,
are, from their great extent, less pleasing than a view, as
it regards particulars; for the buildings arc sometimnes
so rudely and minutely sketched, as to convey no perfcot
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idea to the minds of such as desive to contemplate «old
London in all its original (uaintness and antique beauty.

¢ But, perhaps, the rarest and most curious prospect
of London Bridge in the reign of Elizabeth, is that
engraven by John Norden, of which an impression rests
in Mrs. Sutherland’s sumptuously-illustrated copy of
Lord Clarendon’s History of the Rebellion, in 31 volumes
imperial folio, comprising 5800 prints and original draw-
ings. Norden, you will reeollect, was Surveyor to
Henry, Prince of Wales, and died about 1626 ; and his
view of London Bridge was, most probably, published
two years hefore, for, though it is without date, it bears
the arms of, and is dedicated to, Sir John Gore, Lord
Mayor in 1624. The dedication states, however, that
Norden had *¢deseribed it in the time of Quecne Eliza-
beth, hut that the plate had bene neare these 20 ycares
imbezeled and detained by a person till of late vnknowne.”
The view of the Bridge is taken from the Eastern side,
and the edifice is represented horvizontally, from South
to North; though it is singularly cnough stated to be
from East to West: it measures 20} inches by 107, and
is engraved on a border surmounted by the arms and
supporters of James I., having its name written upon a
scroll. At 8ach end of the print is a naked boy flying ;
the one bearing a shield with the City Arms, and the
other those of the person to whom it is dedicated. With
respect to the Bridge itself, it is filled with buildings, in
which the Traitor's GGate with the heads, the Nonesuch
House, and the Chapel of St. Thomas, are particularly
visible ; whilst above the houses, at the North end, is
seen the top of the ¢ Water Worke.” From the windows
of several of the houses, buckets are being let down by
long repes into the water, which is secn rushing through
the arches with great impetuosity, although there is no
fall. On the right appears a hoat overturned, its oars
floating about, one man drowning, and two others being
saved by another boat ; whilst two or three more vessels,
L]
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&c., are seen in different parts of the picture. Along
the lower part of the water are engraven the words
¢ Tame Isis Flovius vulgo Temms ;’ and below the print
arc the Decdication, and ¢ The description of London
Bridge, in letter-press, in three columns, surrounded by
a border of metal flowers, and signed John Norden. As
this account is, of course, very short, and is chiefly taken
from Stow, it gives us but little information ; though,
perhaps, the concluding paragraphs may not be unworthy
of your attention.—¢1It were superfluous to relate vnto
such as well know, and duely do consider the forme and
beauty of this famous Bridge : but to intimate it to the
apprehension of strangers, T haue deliniated the same to
the eye, how it i3 adorned with sumptuous buildings,
and statelie and beautifull houses on cither side, inha-
hited by wenlthy Citizens, and furnished with all
manner of trades, comparable in it sclfe to a little Citie,
whose buildings are so artificially contriued, and so
firmely combined, as it seccmeth more than an ordinary
streete, for it is as onc continuall vaute or roofe, except
certaine voyde places, reserued from buildings, for the
retire of passengers from the danger of carres, earts, and
droucs of cattell, vsually passing that way. This descrip-
tion representeth vnto the eve the true forme of this
famous pyle, as neare as arte—in this kinde of deliniation,
—ecan he demonstrated : the nnmber and forme of cuery
arch, and all the buildings ; their true height, breadth,
and distance of cucry particular, from the Kast towards
the West : as for the other side it like wise appeareth
in my prospectine description of the Citie: the vaults,
scllars, and places in the bowels as it were of the same
Bridge, — which are many and admirable,— excepted
which arte cannot discouer to the outward view. The
situation, arte, and workmanship, in and about the
Bridge, arc affirmed by obscruing trauailers in all
respects to exceede all the Bridges of the world.  And,
therefore, I thought it fit to rcpresent it to the view of
®
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the world, that it may know, that if one part of this
Citie be so famous, how much more the whole: which,
for state and Christian gouernment, may well challenge
place before any (itie in Christendome. And thercfore
I present vanto jou this simple modell of one of the
wonders of the world” So concludes the descriptive
culogy of Master Norden. “And now, Sir, having men-
tioned to you the great rarity of this print of London
Bridge, and that if another impression of it were to
appear, it would probably produce the respectable price
of ten or fifteen guineas ; I must add that there has been
an excellent fac-simile of it published by Mr. William
Scott, of Great May's Buildings, St. Martin’s Lane, for
the more moderate sum of 10, 6d., which no genuine
lover of London, or London Bridge, should hesitate to
Pprocure.

“The last view of this edifice which I shall at present
notice to you, is one copied by Thomas Wood, Engraved
by J. Pye, and dedicated to Brass Croshy, Ksqy., Lord

yor, the Aldermen, and Conmmon Council of the City
of Loudon; and it represents the ¢ Sowth View of the
said City and part of Southwarke, as it appeured about
the year 1599, T am half inclined to helieve, however,
that this prospect is made up from Hollar’s View, pub-
lished in 1657 ; as it is certainly taken from the same
point. The Bridge rises obliquely on the right hand :
at the South ¢nd of it appears the Southwark Gate, and
beyond it is placed the rich tower which I have already
described to you ; whilst a series of buildings, forming
two distinet groups, with spaces between them, finish the
picture, which has the old Church of St. Magnus for its
.Northcm boundary. Even at this period, probsbly,
some of thc Arches of Londou Bridge had received those
names by which they were g0 Jong afterwards known,
though they were first inserted in Stow's ¢ Survey,’ by
Richard Bloom, onc of the last of his Contiuuators before
Strype ; but his account of these locks 1 shall speak of
L ]
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in the next century, and I will now only observe that
such were the features of LoNpoN Brinee 1N vnE YEAR
1599.

¢ Thanks be praised!” Master Barnaby,” said I,
as my indefatigable historian arrived at this period ;
“ ¢ thanks be praived !’ as the Countryman says in the
Play, ¢1 thought we would never ha’ get hither, for
we've had a power of crosses upo’ the road.” If you
do not make the hetter speed through the next two
centuries, minc honest friend, you will scarcely allow
me time to conclude your narrative by a brief account
of the New Bridge, and the grand ceremonial of its
foundation: here’s your health, however; and if contri-
buting to one’s repose be a praiseworthy action, why,
truly, I'm much your debtor, good Mr. Postern.”

“Rest you merry, Sir,” replied he of the sack taukard ;
T see that you're onc of the humourists of Old Loudan ;
and, methinks, you ought to be somewhat grateful to me
for furnishing you with occusion to be witty ; but, to
speak more seriously, I pray you to recollect that 1 have
conducted you through a period of more than six hun-
dred ycars, and that too in a history of which the
matcrials are to be sought for, and extracted, from a
vast multitude of very opposite sources. And even when
we have found them, you know, my good Mr. Barbican,
that they resciable those grains of gold which the wander-
ing Bohemians recover from the sand ; of little or no
value till collected into a mass, and even then surprising
by their insignificance. Surely, he is to be pitied, who
becomes the historian of a subject equally ancient, inte-
resting, hinpeless, and unknown.” )

. “A very good reuson,” answered I, « for not becoming
one at all, Master Barnaby ; Odzooks! do men write
your thick folios, only beeause they know nothing of the
matter? But you have no such excuse, for you quote
me a dozen authors to tell of one event ; and then there’s
such ¢ fending and proving’ abouta handful of years, that
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where subjects are lacking, ’ fore George, you seemn to me
to create them.”

“Well, Sir, well,” resumed the mild old man,  your
wit becomes you ; hut as we may never meet again, I
would fain pour into your bosom all the little knowledge
which I possess upon this point ; and so we will pass on
to the Chronicles of London Bridge in the seventeenth
century.

“ The inhuman craelties which Qucen Mary, Bishop
Bonner, and others of their faith, practised upon the
Protestants, may reasonably be supposed to have so em-
bittered their minds, as to have excited in them no slight
feelings of reveuge, when, in their turn, they came into
power. Indeed it is difficult to imagine any other cause
for the scverities vhich they practised, or for the laws
which were cnacted to authorise them.  The prindipal
of these Statutes, you may remember, were five : one in
the 27th of Elizabeth, 1585, chapter ii., entitled ¢ An Act
against Jesuits, Seminary Pricsts, and other such-like
disobedient persons; and a sccond passed in her 35th
year, 1593, chapter ii., and called ¢ An Act for restraining
Popish Recusants to some eertain place of ahode.” Under
King James 1., were introduced threc others strengthen-
ing and confirming the former, the first of which was made
in the Ist year of his 1.ign, 1604, chapter iv., being “ An
Act for the due execution of the Statutes against Jesuits,
Seminary Pricsts, Recusants, &c.”; and in his third year,
1606, werc passed two others, sce chapters iv. and v.,
namely, An Act for the better discovering and repressing
of Popish Recusants ;" and ¢ An Act to prevent and avoid
dangers which grow by Popish Recusants.” History,
Master Barbican, Dlushes to record what crucltics were
perpetrated under the sanction of those Jaws ; and I should
have omitted all notice of them, but that they are so inter-
woven with several ancedotes of London Bridge. My
authority is a work, entitled ¢ The Catholic Book of
Martyrs, or a true British Martyrology, commencing with
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the Reformation ;’ by the Right Rev. Richard Challoner,
Bishop of Debora ; of which the new edition of 1825 isa
singularly curious book. 1le states from Stow, in vol. ii.,
p- 9, that in 1578, February 3rd, John Nelson, a Priest,
was executed at Tyburn, for denying the Queen’s
supremacy, and that his head was erected on London
Bridge ; whilst on p. 74, is a similar relation of another
Priest named James Fenn ; but I proceed to notice a much
more remarkable instance. In the year 1605, Father
Henry Garnet, the Principal of the English Jesuits, was
taken up and imprisoned in the Tower, for being a party
concerned in the famous Gunpowder Plot : after many
cxaminations, he acknowledged that Father Greenway, a
Jesnit, had communicated it to him under the seal of
confession from Catesby, the chief 8f the conspirators,
Both the P'riests were struck with horror at the design,
and vainly endeavoured to prevent its execution. Green-
way fled beyond the seas, but Father Garnct was taken,
condemned, and exceuted, in St. Paul’s Church Yard, on
the 3rd of May, the Amniversary of the Invention or
Finding of the IToly Cross by the Empress Helena, the
Mother of C'onstantine. ¢ ITis head,” says Bishop Chal-
loner, in his ¢ Catholic Book of Martyrs,” vol. iii., p. ii.,
¢ was fixed on London Bridge, and it was much remarked,
that his countenance, which was always venerable, retain-
ed, for above twenty days, the same lively colour which
it had during life, which drew all London to the spectacle,
and was interpreted as a testimony of his innocence ; as
was also an image of him wonderfully formed on an ear
of straw, on which a drop of his blood had fallen.” Dr.
Challoner gives his authoritics for this narrative at its
commencement.

* But to pass from these unhappy subjects to the story
of London Bridge, and the River Thames, let mc next
observe that the year 1608 was remarkable for a great frost
near this cdifice, of which we have a very curious account
in Edmond Howe's ¢ Continuation of the Abridgement of
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Stow’s English Chronicle,” Loudon, 1611, duudecimo,
p. 481; from which take the following extract. © The
8th of Decamber began a hard frost, and continued vntill
the 15th of the saine, and then thawed : and the 22nd
of December it began againe to freeze violently, so as
diuers persons went halfe way ouer the Thames vpon
the ice : and the 30th of December. at euery chhe, many
people went quite ouer the Thames in divers places,
and <o contibued from that day vntill the thivd of
January : the people passed daily hetweene London and
the Bankside at euery halfe cbbe, for the flowd remoued
the ice and forced the people daily to tread new paths,
exeept onely betweene Lambeth and the ferry at West-
minster, the which, by incessant treading, beeame yery
firm and free passage, vitill the great thaw : and from
Sunday, fhe tenth of January, vatill the fifteenth of the
sume, the frost grew so extrene, as the ice became firme,
and remoued not, and then all sorts of men, women, and
children, went boldly upon the ice in most parts; some
shot at prickes, others howled and danced, with other
variuble pastimes ; by reason of which coneourse of
people, there were many that set vp hoothes and stand-
ings vpon the ice, as fruit-rellers, vietuallers, that sold
beere and wine, shoomakers, and a barber’s tent, &e.’
¢ adds, that all these nad fires ; that the frost killed all
the artichokes in the gardens about Loudon ; and that
the ice lasted until the afternoon of the 2nd of Felbruary,
when ¢ it was quite dissolued and elean gon.” There is a
very rave trvact, containing an account of this frost,
raentioned by Gough in his ¢ British Topography,’ vol. i.
p. 731, which has a wood-cut representation of ir, with
Longt @idge in the distance : and is entitled * Cold
doin@® 1 London, exeept it be at the Lottery : with
newes out of the Country, © A familier talk, hetween a
Countryman and a ('itizen, touching this terrible Frost,
and the Great Lottery, and the effect of them.” London,
1608, 4to. 1 may observe that the Lottery was then
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drawn at St. Paul’s, the prizes were all of plate, the
highest being 1504, and the price of each ticket was one
shilling only. The same year of 1608 was also memor-
able for two tides flowing at London Bridge, on Sunday,
the 19th of February, Edmond Howes records it in his
Continuation of Stow’s ¢ Aunals,” p. 893, and states that
¢ when it should have beene dead low water at London
Bridge, quite contrary to course it was then high water;
and, presenily, it cbbed almost halfe an houre, the
quantitic of a faote, and then sodainly it flowed againe
almost two foote higher than it did before, and then
ebbed againe vntill it camne necre the right course, so us
the next floud began, in a manner, as it should, and kept
his due course in all respeets as if there had beene no
shifting, nor alteration of tydes. All this happened
before twelue of the elocke in the forenoone, the weather
being indifferent calme ; and the sixt of February, the
next yeere following, the Thames againe shifted tydes
very strangely.

“ We know not, Mr. Barbican, at what exact period
London Bridge was first occupied by shops, but in the
Survey of Bridge-lands which I have already repeated
to you, it appears very probable that some of the shops
in the Bridge Street were actually erected on the Bridge.
Houses with distinguishing signs, however, must have
been built upon this edifice at a very emly period ; for
the first notice of one, which I can now recolleet, is in
the fire which brake out at the Pannier, at the North
end of the Bridge in 1504 ; whilst the next is not older
than 1619, and occurs in a letter written October the
6th, by George Herbert, the pious author of the “’Temple,’
and printed at the end of Izaak Walton's ¢ Lives,’ fourth
edition, London, 1375,8vy, p. 840, ¢ I pray, Sir} there-
fore,—says this epistle,— cause this inclosed to be
carried to his brother's house,—Sir Francis Nethersole,
- of his own name, as 1 think, at the sign of the Pedlar
and his Pack on London Bridge, for there he assigns me.’
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Norden, as T have alrcady shewn you, says that this
place was * furnished with all manner of trades;” and as
this is rather a curious, though an unexplored portion of
DBridge story, T shall at once lay before you all the
information which 1 have collected upon it, under the
present period of time, since it is infinitely too small to
be divided into different ycars. The principal aucient
residences of the London Booksellers were, §t. Paui’s
Church Yard, Little Britain, Paternoster Row, and
London Bridge; and of hovks published at the latter
place let me first exhibit to you some titles, taken from
that vast collection, which John Bagford made for a
General History of Printing, preserved with the Harleian
Manuseripts in the British Museum.  The ¢nsuing arve
from No, 5921, pp. 5 b, 6 2, 7 a, and 9 b.

¢ ¢The Merchandises of Popish Priests 5 or, a Discouery of ile
Jesuites Trumpery, newly packed i England.  {aying open to the
world how cunningly they cheate and abuse people with their false,
decertfully and counterfert wares.  Written in Fieneh, by John
Chassanion, und truly tianslated into Eoghsh. Printed at Londou,
for llenry Gosson, and are to be wold at his Shop on London
Bridge. 1629 Small 4to.  Above the impiint is a 1ude wood-
cut of w corded bule, Libelled with the words .t Packe of Popish
Trinhets,” and cxhibiing a crueitix, rosmy, bell, book, taper, a
chalice signed with the cross, and an Aspergillum for seattenng
holy-water.—* The Wise Mewchaut, ot the Peerless Paarl § set
forth in some meditations, delivered in two Sermons upon Matth.,
xii, 45, 46. By Thomas Calvert.  Loudon.  Piinted by H. Bell,
for Chailes Tyns, dwelling at the Three Bibles on London Budge.
1660.”  8vo.-—*The Scamuu’s Kalender: by Heury Phillippes,
Philo-Nauticns.  Londoy.  Phinted by W. (1, for Benjamin Huo-
lock, and are to be sold at his shop over-against St. Magnus Chnceh,
on London Biidge, near Thames Street.  1672."  Small 4to.—
« Faglend’s Grievancees, in times of Popery. London. Priuted for
Juseph Collyer, and Stephen Foster, and are to be sold at the
Anzel on London Bridge, a little helow the Gate, 1679, Small fto.
—* The Saints’ Tiinwph s or, the Glory ot Saints with Jesus
Christ. Disconrsed in a Diviue Ijaculation ; by J(ohn) Bunyan).
Pruted by J. Millet tor J. Blare, at the leoking (ilass on London
DBridgo. 1688 Small 4to. A rode, but characteristical wood-cut
portiait of Bunyan is indented in tho margin of this title-page.
We also find onc Hugh Astley living ‘at St. Magnus corner,

T2
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w1607 5 and in 1677, R, Northeott kept € the Marviner and
Anchor nupon Fish-strect Iill, near London Bridge.’ "’

“ Whilst you are speaking of the Booksellers and
Tradesien who lived on old London Bridge, Mr. Pos-
tern,” observed I, as he came to a period, ¢ let me add
to your account some other circumstances which, at
various times, and from different sources, T have collected
illustrative of that subject.  The sign of  the Three
Bibles’ seems to have been a very favoarite deviee upon
that edifice, and, most prohably, continued so until the
houses were removed ; for we trace it into the eighteenth
century, at which time there were two shops so deno-
minated ; and one of them -also appears to have been
famous for the sale of a Patent Medicine, as you will
find from the following particulars communijcated to me
by Mr. John Thomas Smith, Keeper of the Prints and
Drawings iu the British Museum. ¢ The Mariner’s
Jewel ; o, a Pocket Companion for the Ingenions. By
James Love, Mathematician.  The sixth edition, cor-
rected and enlarged.  London,  Printed for I1. and J,
Tracy, at the Three Bibles on London Bridge. 1724,
Duodecimo. At the end of the volume hearing this
title, is an advertisement of a medicine, called * The
Balsam of Chili,” which is succceded by the following
curious note. ¢ All persons are desired to beware of a
pretended Balsam of Chili, which, for about these seven
years last past, bath been sold, and continaes to he sold,
by Mr. John Stuart, at the Ol T'hree Bibles, as he calls
his sign, although mine was the sign of the Three Bibles
twenty years before his.  This pretended Balsum sold
by Mr. Stuart, resemibles the true Balsam in colour, and
is.put mp in the same bottles ; but has been found to

. differ exteedingly from the true sort by several persons,
who, . through the carclessness of the buyers intrusted,
have gone to the wrong plice. Therefore all persons
who send, should give strict order to enquire for the
. nanie Tracy ;- for Mr. Stuart’s being the very same sign,
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it is an casy matter to mistake. All other pretended
Balsams of Chili; sold elsewhere, ave shams and imposi-
tions ; which may not only be ineflectual, but prove of
worse consequence.  ‘The right sort is to be had of 11,
Tracy, at the Three Bibles on London Bridge, at 1s. 6d.
a bottle, where it hath been sold these forty years.)
There also appears to have heen two Booksellers' shops
known by the sign of * the Looking Gluss on London
Bridge ;” for you have already mentioned that ¢ the Life
and Death of John Overs” was printed for T, IHarris at
such a sign, in 17-44 ; and at the very same time, as well
as carlier, one ‘T'. Hodges was an extensive publisher of
vopular hooks, ¢ at the Looking Glass on London Bridge
over against St. Magnus Church, as you will find in the
title-pages to a multitude of small volumes of that period.
One of the little tracts to which his name appears, is
¢ The whole Life and merry exploits of bold Rebin Hood,
Earl of Huntingdon,” 1737, duodecimo; and we also
read the name of 8. Crowder and Company, London
Bridge, attached to ¢ The Delightful, Princely, and
Entertaining History of the Gentle Craft ; adorn’d with
Pictures suitable to cach story,” 1760, duodecimo. T
could casily, Mr. Postern, increase this list of books
published on London Bridge, from the advertisements
which continually appeared in the columns of ¢ The
Daily Post,)—¢ The Daly Courant,” and other News-
papers of the early part of the last century, but I rather
wish to point out to you the names and signs of some
other persons dwelling in the same place ; for it scems
to have been occupicd by a varicty of trades. Thus, in
1722, we have John Body, Silversmith, at the White
Horse on Loudon Bridge ;—Hotham, Bookscller, at the
Black Boy ; and E. llerne, Milliner, at the Dolphin and,
Comh. The shop-bills of these tradesmen, however,
from whenee we geucerally derive this kind of information,
are so exceedingly rare, that after a very cureful scavch
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through that extensive collection helonging to the late
Miss Banks, now preserved in the Print Room of the
British Muscum, I have found only one ! although the
Portfolios contain many thousands. But what I there
sought for in vain, lhas been supplied to me from two
private sources ; for Illenry Smedley, Esq., of Whitchall,
and Mr. William Upeott, of the London Institution, are
in posscssion of impressions of several, of which they have
kindly permitted me to take the following copies.

1. A copper-plate shop-bill, card size, having the figure of a
Rocbuck endo~ed in a tich architectural seqnare frame, surmounted
by a shicld of arms, 3 rocbucks statant vegmdant, probably a copy
from the sign of the honse.  On the lower parts of the frame are
the date ¢ 1714, and the witials ¢ JI7. 0. ;" beneath which is
¢ William Osborne, Leather-seller, at the Roc-buck upon
London Bridge.

2, A copper-plate shop-lll, 5 inches by 31, having, within a
rich cartouche frame, a pair of embroidered small-clothes and a
glove ; heneath is wiitten ¢ Walter Watkins, Breeches Maker,
Leather Seller, and Glover, al the Sign of the Breeches and
Glove, on London Bridge, Pacing Tooley Street, Sells all
sorts Leather Breeches, Leather, and Gloves, Wholesale and
Retail, al reasonable rates.’
= 443, The copper-plate head of a Wll, ¢Tondon 17. . Bought
of Churcher and Christie, Leather Sellers and  Breeches
Makers, at the Lamb and Rreeches, London Bridge.”

¢+ 4, Copper-plate shop-bill, 53 inches by 32, with the deviee
of a Crown and Auchor, in a square cartouche frame; below
which appears “James Brooke, Stationer, «t y¢ Anchor and
Crnen, near the Square, on Londonw Bridge, sells all sorts of
Books for decounts, Stampt Paper, and Parchm. ", varicty
of Paper Ilangings for Rooms, and all sorts of Stationery
Wares, Wholesale and Relail, al reasonable rates.’

5. A small copper-plate Tobacco-paper, with a coarse and
rade engraving of & Negio smoking, and holding a roll of tobacco ;
above his head a erown, two ships in tull sail behind, and the sun
issuing from the 1ight hand emner above. In the fore-ground are

Jour smaller Negroes planting und packing tobacco, and beneath is
written € John Winkley, Tobacronist, near y* Bridye, In the
Rurrough Southwark, Londow.’

6. An clegant ornamental copper-plate shop-biil, 53 inches

by 42, with an allegorical design of two figures representing Genius
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and Tudeuce, with books and articles of stationery helow ; and
between them, a cirele, with the words, ¢ John Benskin, Sta~
tioner, at y* Bible and Star on y* Rridge, London.’

“7. A copper-plate shop-hill, 6 inches by 31, with a rich
eartouche shiddd, cnclosing three tufts of bain curled and tied g
beneath is wiitten, ¢ John Allan, at the Locks of ITair on
London Bridye.  Sells all sorts of Hair Curled or Uncurled,
Bags, Roses, Canls, Ribbons, Weaving, Sewing Silk, Cards
and Blocks. With all goods made use of by P’eruke Makers
at the Lowest Prices.’

“ One of the most eminent and well-known tradesmen
on London Bridge, however, was William ITerbert, the
Print-scller, and Editor of Joseph Ames’s ¢ Typographi-
cal Antiquities;* who, upou his return from India,
having probably acquired a considerable knowledge of
the relative situations of the coasts, countries, and rivers,
which he bad seen and surveyed abroad, thought him-
self qualificd to wndertake the occupation of an En-
graver, and Publisher, of Maps and Charts.  With this
view he took a house upon London Bridge, and continued
in it, until the houses were taken down in 1757-58;
when he removed to Leadenhall Street, and thence to
Goulston Square, White-Chapel.  The very first night
which Mr. Herbert spent iu his house on London Bridge,
there was n dreadful fire in sume part of the metropolis,
on the bauks of the Thames; which, with several suc-
ceeding ones, suggested to him the plan of a floating
firc-engine.  He proposed it to Captain Hill, of the
Royal Exchange Assurance, who told him that ¢ there
must he a fire every now and then for the benefit of the
insurance :” Herbert, however, published his proposal in
the Gazetteer, and it was soon after adopted.  You will
find these anecdotes originally printed in the ¢ Gentle-
man’s Magazine,” for 1795, vol. Ixv. pt. i. p. 262; sup-
posed to have been written by Mr. Gough; whenee they
were incorporated into the Memoirs of Herbert, attached
to the Rev. Dr. Dibdin’s cdition of the ¢ Typographical
Antiquities,” vol. i., London, 1810, 4to,-p. 76. The
pretty copper-plate shop-bill of Master Herbert is yet
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preservéd in a most beautiful state, in the vast collection
of the late Miss Banks, to which I have already alluded,
vol, iii., class Print-sellers. 1t bears the date of 1749,

-and represents a country view, surrounded by columns,

vascs, temples, statues, &e.  On the left are two figures,
one in the full dress of the time, and the other in a

- morning dress, exhibiting a portrait to him.  Round the

whole print is a rich ancient frame, ornamented with
flowers, laurcl hranches, busts, hooks, instruments, serolls,
and a globe standing in the eentre beneath, At the top
is an cagle supporting a large rohe, or piece of drapery,
which hangs half way down, and on which the following
words are inseribed in ornamental writing. ¢ Great
variety of English Maps and Prints, plain and eolour’d.
Also Frenchy and other Foreign DPriuts, chiefly collected
Jrom the works of the most -celebrated artists.  Sold by
William Herbert, at the Golden Globe, under the Piazzas
on London Bridge. N. B. Prints neatly framed and
glazed for Exportation, Rooms and Stuircases fitted up in
the modern or Indiun taste.

¢ Another source whence we derive much of our
information concerning the old shopkeepers of London,
and, of course, those of London Bridge, is to be found in
that specics of unauthorised coin commonly known by
the name of Tradesmen’s Tokens.,  For many centuries,
you remember, pold and silver money only was regu-
Iarly current in this kingdom ; for, though the carliest
inhabitants of Britain probably used copper, there was
none coined of an authorised mintage, until the time-of
Charles II.  The silver pence, and even halfpence,
which were previously current, were of so minute a size,
that, as an eminent anthor on this subject obscrves, ‘a
dozen of them n.ght he in a man’s pocket, and yct not
be discovered without a godd magnifying glass;’ and,
consequently, they were not adapted to any very exten-
sive circulation. To remedy this, and to provide change

for the increasc of rctail trade, these Tokens were
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originally issued ; being picces of coin of a low value,
to pass between Grocers, Baleers, Vintners, &e., by which
the lower classes might have smaller quantitics of goods
than they would otherwise he obliged to procure. These
Tokens were first issued about the latter end of the
reign of Henry VII., or the beginning of the following
one, when they were made of lead, tin, latten, and ¢ven
of lcather. In the time of Elizabeth their numbers
incrcascd ; and, though the silver farthings, coined by
James 1. and Charles 1., for a while suppliced the want
of small coins, yet, in the Civil Wars, the private Tokens
multiplied to a great exeess, and every petty tradesman
had his pledges for a halfpenny payable in silver, or its
value in goods, to hearer upon demand, at his shop:
upon the credit of which it therefore depended, whether
they should circulate throngh one or two streets, a whole
town, or to some little distance in ¢he eountry round.
The Loudon Gazettes for July the 25th, 1672, and Fe-

" bruary the 23rd, 1673, contained advertisements against
these T'ohens, and of the issuing of the first national
copper coinage, veferring to ¢ the Farthing-Office in
Fen-Church Street,” as the place of cexchange. Pre-
viously, however, to the issue of a lawful coinage in
1797, the debased state of the eopper money gave rise to
another general striking of Provineial and ‘I'radesmen’s
Tokens, which was commenced hy the famous Anglesey
Penny in 1784, Such, then, is a general view of the
nature and history of these coins, and we now procecd
to notice those which record for us some particulars of
London Bridge.

*“The gencral impresses of these Tokens consisted of
the names, residences, initials, and signs of their owners,
by whom they were issned and paid ; and the quantity
used in London was so great, that Sir Robert Cotton
supposed, about 1612, that there were 3000 persons who
cast leaden Tokens to the amount of 5/ annually upon
the average ; of which they had not one tenth remaining
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at the year's end.  Notwithstanding this immense quan-
tity, we meet with hut few relating to London Bridge ;
and yet, by the experience and kindness of Edward
Hawkins, Esq., Assistant Kceper of the Coins and
Medals of the British Museum, and of Mr. M. Young,
the well- known Dealer in those articles, T am furnished
with a list and draw-
ings, of most of those
7 which arc arc known to
3 be extant, and of which
. 197 T shall now give you a
AN R S deseription.

“ 1. A Brass Token—I'arthing size: Obverse, a Lion ram-
pant, Legend, —¢€Jon. Werpax. ar. v* Lyon,” — Reverse,—
¢ o~ Loxpon Buince, LW, 1637

“2. .1 Brass, or base copper Token,—Varthing size : Ob-
verse, o Sugar Loat, Legend,—* Epw. Muns at miF Sucan '—
¢ Reverse, — ¢ Loar on Loapon Brince. 1668, 1lis Havree
PINNY.”

Sy - - = Y
“3. A Copper Token,— Farthing sizc: Obverse; s Bear
pasaant, chained, Legend, — ¢ Agranas Brownr. av. ¥"’— Ie-
zerse,—* Buing roo1. Sovenwank. His Hane Prny. .

“4, A Brass, or base Copper Token,— Warthing size :
Obverse. a Doy, Legend, — ¢ Josteu Brocker,’ — Reverse,—
¢ BriparooT Soui1nwank. .’

“5. A Copper Token,— Farth'ng size: Obverse, a Bear
passant, chained, Legend,—* Cornrrivs. Couk. AT TUE '— Reverse,
—* BEARE. AT, (FE. Brive. vot. &)




1619.] LONBON BRIDGE. 283

6. A Brass Token,—Yarthing size : Obverse,a Lion ram-
pant, Legend,— ¢ Ar. the. Wurr. Lyvon,’— Reverse,—* Nein
Loxnon Bruwer. ,f3.

7. A Copper Token, — Farthing size: Obverse, a_Sugar
loaf, Legend,—*Henny, PuiiLies, at.’ — Reverse,—* Brin.
Foor Sovinwank. }i,.’

¢ Such, then, are some speeimens of the Tradesmen’s
T'okens current on London Bridge ; and though they are
sufficiently rude in their workmanship, and base in their
metaly yct, with some collectors, they are of a far greater
degree of rarity, and of value too, than the handsomest
modern silver coin you could present them with, You
will observe, however, that I have noticed those Tokend®
only, on which the Bridge is actually mentioned ; but an
extensive list of such as were issued in Southwark, will
be found in Messrs. Manning’s and Bray's ¢ History of
Surrey,” already referred to, vol. iii., App. pp. exi—exv.
Let mie add too, that my authoritics for these historical
natices of coins, have heen ¢ An Essay on Medals,” by
John Pinkerton, Lond. 1789, 8vo., vol.i. ; and ¢ Aunals
of the Coinage of Britain,” by the Rev. Rogers Ruding,
Lond. 1819, 8vo, vol. iii., pp. 127, 319, 324, iv. p. 61,
1 must not, however, eenclude these partieulars of the
numismatic reliques of London Bridge, without ohserving
to you that there are seme Medalets also extant, conme-
morative of its buildings. Of these coing we find a list in
James Conder’s clegant volumes, entitled ¢ An Arrange-
ment of Provincial Coins, Tokens, and Mcdalets, issued in
Great Britain, Ircland, and the Colonies, within the last
twenty years, from the farthing to the penny size. Ips-
wich, 1798, 8vo.  Medalets, you know, Mr. Postern, are
of that description of coins which were struck by the
Romans, and used for scgttering to the people upon
solemn occasions : and those of which I am now speaking
are of the class distinguishcd by bearing the representa-
tion of public buildings. In vol. i., pp. 72 and 73, of Mr,
Conder’s work, are mentioned the following Medalets
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of London Bridge, of the pemnny size, executed by I\
Kempson.

) -
gy

1 =
ol )
YRR

RER2TLL G ONTHEDRIL
TJAKEN DUWNAT1IX

No. 40. A Bronzed or Copper Medalet : Qbversey a view of a
Dndge, Legend,—* Loxpox BRIDGE THE FIRST oF STONF, (OM-
prga1rn 12007 Legend on the Eaergue,—* Tur novsks oN
THE JUDGE TAKEN DowN, AND Tuk Bringe repam’n, 1758, —
Reverse, a ficure of Britannia with spear and shield, seated on a
vock, lolding an olive-branch ;— Legend, indented on a raiced
circle round the field, ¢ Brrmisu Penwy Token.”  On the Exergue
a eypher ¢ P Ko—nncexevin,’  Legend on the Edge,—T vroMise
10 PAY ON DEMAND THE BEARER oNE IkNNv.’

No. 47. A Bionzed or Copper Medalet © Oleerse, an aucient
gateway,—Leyend—* Broee Garr as repoicr 1728, — Legend
on the Evergue, ‘ Takrn pown, 176G,  Reverse, an upright
figure of Justice,  Legend and date on the rim as before,

There were also two Medalets of the Halfpenny size, executed
by P, Skidmore, of Coppice Row, Clerkenwell, which are likewise
meationed Ly Conder, in vol. i. pp. 103, 106.

No.267. A Bronzed or Copper Medalet : Obverse, a view of
a chmeh,— Legend,—* Sv. Macvus Lonpon Brivee, 1676."—
Reverse, a espher, P.8.(20,% in a cirele, Legend,—¢ DrnicaTep
T0 coLLFcTory oF MrniLs anp Coins,’

No. 300. A Bronzed or Copper Medalet : Qbverse, an ancient
gateway,—ZLeyend —* Briper Gate, BT, 1728 2 within tho Arch-
way the nmae of ¢ Jacobs’— Reverse, us before.

¢ 1 am inclined to think,. Mr, Barnaby Postern, that
there have been several traditional mistakes perpetuated,
as to persons supposed to have dwelt upon London Bridge;
0T, upon investigating the subject, I can find no authority
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to support my recording them as inhabitants of that part
of London. The author of an exceedingly amusing
work, entitled ¢ Wine and Walnuts,” Lond. 1823, 8vo.,
in which are contained many witty scenes and curious
conversations of eminent characters in the last century,
has entitled the seventh chapter of his sccond volume
¢ Old London Bridge ; with portraits of some of its inha-
hitants.” In this article, on p. 81, we are told shat ‘Mas-
ter John Bunyan, one of your heaven-horn geniuses,
vesided, for some time, upon London Blids;t 7 though 1
cannot dncmor any such circumstance in cither of the
lives of that good man now extant, though he ccltamlv
preached, for some time, at a ( lmpvl in Sonthwark.
Perhaps, however, this assertion may he explained by
the following passage from the Preface affixed to the
Index-attached to the first volume of ¢ 'The Tubours ‘of
that eminent servant of Christ My, Johin Bunyan,” Lond.
1692, folio. It is there stated, that in 16388, * he pub-
lished six books, being the tnm. of K. James 205, liberty
of conscienee, and was seized with a sweating distemper,
of which, after his some weeks going about, proved his
death at his very loving friend’s, Mr. Strudwick’s, a
Grocer,—at the sign of the Star,—at Iolborn Bridge,
London, on August 31." It is also recorded on the saime
page of ¢ Wine and Walnuts,” that ¢ Master Abel, the
great importer of wines, was another of the marvels of
old London Bridge; he set up a sign, Thank God I am
Abel, quoth the wag, and had, in front of his house, the
sign of a bell.” As 1 have also heard the same particulars
repeated elsewhere, it is possible that theve may he some
traditionary authority for them; but upon carcfully
reading over the very rare tracts l‘(]dtlll" to Mr. Alder-
man Ahol, pwscl\cd in the British Museum, 1 find
nothing concerning his residéhee on London Bridge, and 1
shonld rather imagine, from their statements, that he
lived at his Ticket or Patent Office, situate in Aldermary
Church-Yard. The same chapter, however, coutains
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some authentic notices of Artists who really did hve
upon this venerable edifice.  Of these, one of the most
eminent was Hans Holbein, the -great painter of the
Court of Henry VIIL ; but though we can hardly sup-
pose that he inhabited the Nonesuch House, yet his actual
residence here is certified by Lord Orford, in his ¢ Anec-
dotes of Painting,’ vide his ¢ Works,” edit. Lond. 1798—
1822, 4tog, vol. iii. p. 72, note. ¢ The futher of the Lord
Treasurer Oxford’—says the noble anthor in that place,
—¢ passing over London Bridge, was caught in a shower;
and stepping into a goldsmith’s shop for shelter, he found
there a picture of Holbein,—who had lived in that house,
—and his family. He offered the goldsmith 100/. for it,
who consented to let him have it, but desired first to show
it to some persons. Immediately after, happencd the fire
of London, and the picture was destroyed,” Another
famous Artist of London Bridge, who is mentioned in
both the works which I last cited, was Peter Monamy ;
so cxcellent a painter of marine subjects, as to be consi-
dered but little inferior to Vandevelde himself. Lord
Orford says of him, at p. 421, that he © received his first
rudiments of drawing from a sign and house-painter on
London Bridge ;’—and that ¢ the shallow waves, that
rolled under his window, taught young Monamy what
his master could not teach him, and fitted him to paint
the turbulence of the ocean.” This artist died at West-
miuster in 1749. We are also informed, hy Edward
Edwards, in his ¢ Continuation of Walpole’s Anecdotes
of Painting,” Lond. 1808, 4to., p. 214, that Dominic
Serres, the Marine Painter, who died in 1793, also once
kept a shop upon London Biidge. To these celebrated
men, the author of ¢ Wine and Walnuts” adds Jack
Laguerre, the Engraver, ¢ a great humourist, wit, singer,
player, caricaturist, mimie, and a good scenc-painter, son
to that Louis, who painted staircascs and saloons, where,
as Pope says, ¢ Sprawl the saints of Verrio and Laguerre.’
His residence, according to our lively author, who states
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that he received his information from ¢ old Dr. Monscy
and others,” was on the first floor of the dwelling of a
waggish bookseller, and author of all-work, named ('ris-
pin Tucker ; the owner of half-a-shop on the East side,
under the Southern gate. The artist’s studio was, chiefly,
in a bow-windowed back room, which projected over the
Thames, and trembled at every half-ebb tide; in which
Hogarth had resided in his early life, when he engraved
for old John Bowles, of the Black Horse in Cornhill. It
resembled, we are told, on p. 135 of the work and volume
which I have already quoted, one of the alchemist’s
laboratories from the pencil of the elder Teniers. It was
¢ a complete smoke-stained confusionary, with a German-
stove, crugibles, pipkins, nests of drawers, with fings of
twine to pull them out ; here a hox of asphaltum, there
glass-stoppered hottles, varnishes, dabbers, gravers, ctch-
ing-tools, walls of wax, obsulete copper-plates, many
engraved on both sides, caricatures, and poetry seribbled
over the walls; a pallet hung up as an heir-loom, the
colours dry upon it, hard as stone ; an easel ; all the mul-
tifarious arcanalia of engraving, and, lastly, a Printing-
press!” This curious picture is also from the information
of Dr. Monsey, but 1 cannot produce you any other
authority for its truth; and I shall likewise, therefore,
leave you to read, and judge for yourself, the amusing
account of Dean Swift’s and Pope’s visits and conversa-
tions with Crispin Tucker, of London Bridge, in chapters
viii. and ix: of the work I have referred to.

* It was, however, not only the ordinary buildings
in the Bridge-street, which were formerly occupied as
shops and warchouses, but even the Chapel of 8t. Thomas,
which, in its later years, was called Chapel-House, and
the Nonesuch-House, were used for similar purposes
before they were taken dowt.  Mr. John Nichols, in his
¢ Literary Ancedotes,” tells us, vol. vi. pt. i. p. 402, note,
on the authority of Dr. Ducarel, that ¢ the house over
the Chapel belonged to Mr. Baldwin, Haberdasher, who
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was born there; and when, at seventy-ome, he was
ardered to go to Chislehurst for a’ change of air, be
eould not slecp in the country, for want of the noise,’—
the roaring and rushing of the tidc beneath the Bridge,
~—=¢ he bad been always used to hear” My good friend,
Mr. J. T. Smith, too, in his very intgresting volume of
the * Ancient Topography of London,” which you have
already quoted, p. 26, has also the following observations
concerning the modern use of this Chapel. ¢ By the
Morning Advertiser, says he, ¢ for April 26th, 1798, it
appears that Aldermen Gill and Wright had been in
partnership upwards of fifty ycars; and that their shop
stood on the centre of London Bridge, and their ware-
house for paper was directly under it, which was 4
Chapel for divine service, iu one of the old arches; and,
long within legal memory, the scrvice was performed
every sabbath and Saint’s day. Although the floor was
always, at high-water mark, from ttn to twelve feet
under the surface ; yet such was the excellency of the
-materials and the masonry, that not the least damp, or
.leak, ever happencd, and the paper was kept as safe and
dry as it would have been in a garret”  In that ¢ Survey
of the Citics of London and Westminster,” printed in
1734, and purporting to have been compiled by Robert
Seymour, Es(., but which was in reality the production
of the Rev. John Motley, the famous collector of Joé
Miller’s Jests, it is stated in vol. i. hook i., p. 48, that at
that time one side of the Noncsuch House was inhabited
by Mr. Bray, a Stationer, and the other hy Mr. West, a
Dry-Salter.  So. much then, Mr. Barnaby, for the fow
anecdotes which I lhave been able to collect of the
dwellings und inhabitants of vld London Bridge.”

“ And a very far Memorial too, Master Geoffrey,”
answered the Antiquary, ““cspeeially when we consider
the extremne difficulty of procuring such information as
this is: but, to carry on our history, I.must now enter
upgn a less amusing subject; the swmmary of the Bridge
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Accounts for the years 1624 and 1625, taken from the
printed sheet which 1 have so often cited. ¢ 1624, To
John Langley, and Richard Foxe, Bridge-Masters, half
a year’s fee at out Lady-day, 50.: and for the other half
year augmented by order of the Court. of Aldermwen,
G61.. 8s. 4d., and for their Liveries, &o. 6. Total 122/
8s. 4d. Rental 20541, 4s. 24.—1625. "Fo the said
Bridge-Masters, 133/ Gs. 8d., Liveries, &ec. 6/ Total
to each of them, 69L 3s. 4d. Kental, 2054/, 4s. 2d.
These notices of the prosperity of this edifice, conduct us
down to the time when so muoch of its glory was lost in
devastating flames and mouldering ruins.

The year 1632-33 must be ever memarable in the
histery of London Bridge: for scarcely, in the awful
conflagration which consumed almost the whole City,.
did our brave old edifico suffer so severely. And now,
Mr. Barbican, you must forgive me, if I be a little prolix
in describing that desolating fire; since it not omly
destroyed morc than a third part of the Bridge Houses,
but, at onotime, its ravages were feared even in the City
itself. ¥shall commence my account, then, by reminding
you that Richard Bloome, one of Stow’s continuators, on
p- 61 of his ¢ Survey,’ thus speaks of the calamity. ¢On
the 13th day of February, between eleven and twelve at
night, there happened in the house of one Briggs, a
Needle-maker, near St. Magnus Church, at the North
end of the Bridge, by the carclessness of a Maid-Servant
setting a tub of hot sca~coal.ashes under a pair of stairs,
a sad and lamentable fire, which consumed all the build-
ings before cight of the clock the next morning, from
the North end of the Bridge to the first vacapcy on both
sides, containing forty-'two houses; water then being
very scarce, the Thames- being almost frozen over.
Beneath, in the vaults and.cellars, the fire remained
glowing and burning a whole week after.’

“ Therc are not wanting scveral general views of
London taken before this fire, by which we are made
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acquainted with those extensive piles of dwellings it
destroycd ; several of which I have alrcady mentioned
to you. Another also, which is most excellent and rare,
is that entitled in Latin, ¢ London the most flourishing
City of Britain, and the most celebrated gmporium of
the whole world.” It was engraven by John Visscher in
1616, and published in Holland, ¢ by Jud. Hondius at
the sign of the Watchful Dog;” a four-sheet print
measuring 7 feet 1} inch by 1 foot 43 inches, with an
English description beneath it.” ¢ A Capital View,’ adds
Gough, in his ¢ British Topography,’ alreaded cited, vol. i.
p. 749, ‘the plates destroyed in' Holland about twenty
years ago. 'T. Davies sold the only impression of it to
the King for ten guineas.” There is, likewise, a varia-
tion of this view, without a date, having cight Latin
verses at cither corner, with the name of ¢ Ludovicus
Hondius Lusitt.” It is, says Mr. J. T. Smith, in his
¢ Ancient Topography of London,’ p. 25, ‘extremely well
exccuted, and oxhibits a wind-mill standing in the
Strand, very near where the New Church is now crected ;
and auother above the Water-works at Quecnhithe.’
He considers it as carlier than the productions of Hollar,
from the circumstance that the Paldce of Whitchall
appears in its original state, before the Banqueting House
and York and Somecrset Water gates were crected by
Inizo Jones. It is also shown to be a view of the time
of King Jumes I., by a royal procession being introduced
on the water, in which the royal barge is surmounted by
the thistle. London Bridge forms a very large and-
important feature in this engraving; and I have been
informed, that the cdifice alone was copied in quarto, for
the work entitled ¢ London before the Great Fire;’ but,
as that publication stopped with the second number, it
was never exhibited for sale.

“ Of the very curious print by Visscher, however,—
and I must not forget to observe that a fine impression
of it is in the possession of John Dent, Esg.— there
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was also an imitation of the same size, but somewhat
inferior, called, from the place where it was engraven,
¢ the Venetian copy of Visscher's view." It is, like its
prototype, entitled in Latin, ¢ London the most flourish-
ing City in 31’“8511,' &ec. ; to which is added, ¢ Printed in
Venice, by Nicolo Misserini, 1629, Franco Valegio fecit:’
it also contains a Latin dedication, and a description in
Italian. There is an impression, probably, of this latter
print, preserved in volume xiii. of the famous illustrated
Pennant’s London, bequeathed by the late CharlesCrowle,
Esq., to the British Muscum ; but all the inscriptions
have been cruelly cut away, and the print itsclf doubled
in numerous folds, to make it fit to the size of the volume!
This engraving, however, bears the name of Rombout

Vanden Hoege, and shows us, with great minuteness, on
.rather a large scale, the Grour oF BuiLpiNgs ox Low-
v2
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DoN BRIDGE, BURNED DowN 1IN 46:32-33, which extended
to the first opening, and which, from the very appear-
ance which they present, must have contained ‘a consi-
derable number of inhabitants; but of the fire itself,
and of all the distressing events attcndmg it, I am ubout
to give you a very particular and intcresting account,
from the pen of an cye-witness of the conﬂa.gmtlon.
This narrative is contained in a coarse paper Manuseript
volume, of a small quarto size, written in the print-hand
of the 17th century, with some lines of faded red ink and
chalk interspersed. The volume contains 517 pages in
all, and is cntitled ¢ A Record of the Mercies of God ; or,
a Thankefull Remembrance ;” it being a collection, or
Jjournal, of remarkable providences and reflections, made
by one Nechemiah W aghngton, a Puritan Citizen and
Turner, who lived in Little Bast-cheap, and who was
cvidently a friend of Burton and Bastwick, he having
been several times examined concerning them before the
Court of Star-Chamber. In this most singular record
then, at pp. 479—488, is an article entitled * Of the great
fire vpon the Bridge ;' preceded by Mottoes from Psalms
Ixvi. 5 ; Ixxi. 17 ; exi. 2; Isaiah xlv. 7 ; and Amosiii. 6 ;
which runs in the following terms. .
*¢1633. 1Itis the bounden dutic of vsall that haue beene
the beholders of the wonderfull workes of the Lord our God, his
mereyes and iudgements showed herctoforo ; and now of late of a
fearefull fire, wee should not forgett itt ourselues, and we should
declare it to all others, cuen to y© generations to come,—On the
xi. dayof Ftbruary (being Monday, 1633) began, by God's iust hand,
a fearcfull firc in'the house of onc Mr. Iohn Brigges, necre tenne
of the clocke att night, it burnt down his house and the next bouse,
with all the goods that were in them; and, as I heere, that Briggs,
his wifc, anl childe, escaped with their liues very hardly, hauing
nothing ou their bodies -but their shurt and smoke : and the fire
burnt so fearccly, tha* itt could not be quenched till it had burnt
downe all the houses on both sides of the way, from S. Magnes
Church to the first open place. And although there was water
enough very neere, yet they could not safely come at it, but all the
conduittcs neere wero opened, and the pipes that cnmed watter
through the streets were cutt open, and the watter swept down with
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broomes with helpo enough ; but it was. the will of God it should
not preuaile, And the hand of God was the more secne in this,
in as wuch as no moanes would prosper. For the 3 Engines,
which.are such excellent things, that nothing that euer was deuised
could do so mmch good, yet none of these did prosper, for they
were all broken, and the tide was verie low that they could get no
watter ; and the pipes that werc cutt ycilded but littel watter. Somc
ladders were broke to the hurt of many, for some had their legges
broke, some had their armes, and some their ribbes broken, and
many lost their liwes.  This firo burnt fiercely all night, and part
of the next day (for my man was there about twelue a cloke, and
he said he did sce the fardest house on fire) till all was burnt and
pulled downe to the ground. Yet the timber, and wood, and coales
in the sellers, could not be quenched all that wecke, till the Tues-
day following, in the afternoen, the xix of February, for 1 was there
then my sclfe, and had a line colo of firc in my hand, and burnt
my finger with it. Notwithstanding there were as many night and
day as could labour onc by another to cyry away timber, and
brickes, and tiles, and rubbish cast downo into the liters. So that *
on Wensday the Bridgo was cleared that passengers might goe ouer.!

¢¢ ¢ At the begiuning of this fire, as I lay in my bed and heard
ye sweeping of the channels and crying for water, water, 1 arose
about one of the cloke, and looked downe Fish-strect-hill, and did
behold such a fearfull and dreadfull fire vaunting it selfe oucr the tops
of houses, likc a Cuptaine florishing and displaying his banuer; and
seeing so much meanes and so little good, it did make me thinke
of that fire which the Tord threateneth against Terusalem, for the
breach of his Subbath day. Ile saith thus: ¢ But if ye will not
here me to sanctifie the Sabbath day, and to bearc no burden, nor
to go through ye gates of Teinsulem in the Sabbath day, then will
I kindle a fire in ye gates there, and it shall dcuoure the palaces of
Terusalem, and it shall not be quenched.” Iere. xvii. 27.

¢ ¢ T did heere that on the other side of y¢ Bridge, the Bruers
brought abundance of watter in vessclls on their draies, which did,
with the blissing of Giod, much good ; and this mircie of God 1
thought on, that therc was but littcl wind ; for had y© wind bin as
high as it was a weeke before, 1 thinke it would have indangered
y® most part of the Citic; for in Thames Streot there is much
pitch, tarre, rosen, and oyle, in their houses: Therefore, as God
remembers mercy in justice; let us remember thankefullnes jn
sorrow. ¢ Therefore will I praise the Lord with my whole heart,
and I will speake of all thy marvellons workes;’ ¢ for it is of the
Lord’s mercy that wee are not consnmed,’” Lament. iii. 22, The
Names, and Trades, aud nnmber of the ITouses burnt vpon the
Bridg, heere you may sce vnder nethe,—
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«¢ 1, Mr. William Vyner,—Haberdasher of smal Wares.
2. Mi1. Iohn Broome,—FHosier. 3. Mr. Arther Lee,—FHaber-
dasher of smal Wares. 4. Mris, Iohane Broomc,— Hosier.
5. Mr. Ralph Panne,—Shewmaker. 6. Mr. Abraham Marten,—
Haberdasher of Hatles. 7. Mr. Tercmiah Champney,—ZIHosier.
8. Mr. Jobn Terill,—S8ilke man. 9. Mr. Ellis Midmoic,—
Milliner. 10. Mr, Francis Finch,~ Hosier. 11. Mr. Andrewe
Bouth— Haberdasher of small Wares. 12, Mr. Samuel Petty,
—Glouer. 13. Mr. Valentin Beale,— Mercer. 14. Mris,
Chambers, Senior. 15. Mr. Iercmiah Chamley,—Silke man.
16. The Blew Bore,—empti. 17. Mr. lohn Gouer,—Stiller of
Strong Waters. 18. Mr. lohn Wilding, Iunior,.—Girdler.
19. Mr. Danicl Conney,—8ilke man. 20. Mr. Stephen Beale,
—Lyning Draper. 21. Mrs, Iune Tangham,— Mercer. 22.
Mr. James Dunkin,— Wolli"g Draper. 23, Mr. Matthew
Huarding,— Salter. 24. Mr. Abraham Chambers,—Huaberdasher
of smal Wares. 25 and 26,—Mr. Lyne Daniel,— Haberdasher
of Hatles, a double house. 27. M™+, Brookes,—Glouer.

®28. Mr. Couerley,—ZIosier. 29. Mr.Iohn Dransfielde,—
Grocer, 30, Mi. Newman,emptie. 31. Mr. Edward Warnctt,
and 32, Mr. Samucl Wood, partoners,——IHHaberdashers of Small
Wares. 33. Mr.lobn Greenc,— Huaberdasher of Hatles. 34.
Mr. Heugh Powel,——FHaberdasher of Hatles, 35. Mr. Samucl
Armitage,—Haberdasher of Small Wares. 36. Mr. lohn
Sherley,—Ilaberdasher of Swmull Wares. 37. Mr. John
Lawrymore,—Grocer. 88. Mr. Timothy Drake,— Woolling
Draper. 39. Mr. lobu Brigges,— Needle-maker.'—at whose
house the fire commenced,—*¢ 40. Mr. Richard Shelbuery,—
Scriuener. 41. Mr. Edward Greene,— Hosier. 42. Mr. ——
Hazard,— the Curate, and 43. Mr, —— Hewlctt,=the Clarke,
—at 8. Magnus Cloyster.

“ This narrative has, however, already appeared in
print in the ¢ Gentleman's Magazine’ for November, 1824,
pp. 387, 388; the cxtract having been furnished by the
possessor of the volume, Mr. William Upcott, of the
London Institution.

Of the ground-plot of London Bridge, after the da-
mage'done by this fire, there is yet cxtant a very curious
survey, preserved under tho care of Mr. Smith, in the
British Museurn. It consists of an unpublished draw-
ing on parchment, measuring four fect five inches in
length, by ten inches in breadth; and it, perhaps, be-
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longed to Sir Hans Sloane, as it is kept with some other
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fragmenta of his property. In
this drawing the piers are re-
presented in a tint of yellow,
placed upon sterlings of Indian
ink; and it was exccuted, as
I suppose, soon after this fatal
conflagration, since there is a
note written in an ancient hand
attached to theseventh pier from
the city end, stating that ¢ the
Fire burnt to the prickt line,

. which is drawn from it; and

which accords with all the sub-
sequent views taken of the plat-
form, and houses on the Bridge.

“T am next to speak,” con-
tinued my unwearicd Ilistorian,
“of the manner in which this
terrible destruction of London
Bridge was repaired : and ¢on-
cerning this we are informed by
Richard Bloome, a Continuator
of Stow, who tells us in his
¢ Survey,’ vol. i. p. 61, that after
the fire, ¢ this North End of the
Bridge lay unbuilt for many
years, only deal hoards were set
up on both sides, to prevent
people’s falling into the Thames,
many of which deals were, by
high winds, oft blown down,
which made it very dangerous in
the hights, although there were

lanthoms and candles hung upon all the cross-beams that

held the pales together.’

We have two views of London

Bridge, in which the Northern end of it appears in this
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state, but in cach of them the temporary erection is quite
of a diffcrent nature ; and it is somewhat singular-that
the writer whom I last cited should positively speak as
follows, concerning the early restoration of the destroyed
houses, when therc scems no real authority to support
his assertions. ¢ For about the yecar 1645,'—says he,—
¢ the North end of this part last burned began to be
rebuilt ; and in the year 1646 was finished : the building
was of timber, very substantial and beautiful, for the
houses were three stories high, besides the ﬂ.llars, which
were within and between the piers.  And.over the houses
were stately platforms leaded, with rails and ballusters
ahout thcm, very commodwus and pleasant for walking,
and enjoying so fine a prospect up and down the River;
and somc had pretty little gardens with arbours. 'l‘lus
half being finished, the other half was intended to be
rebuilt answerable to this, which would have been a great
glory to the Bridge and honour to the City, the street,
or passage, being twenty feet broad ; whercas the other
part, at the South end, was not above fourteen, and, in
gomg places, but twelve.

“ Now, notwithstanding this particular deseription of
these new buildings, neither of the engravings which I
have alluded to have any indications of them ; although
one of them was published in 1647, and the other in
1666. The first of these represents the North end of
London Bridge, from St. Magnus’ Church to the houses
beyond the first opening, as occupied by a covered passage
formed of planks, leaving recesses standing out from the
main crection, which was supported by buttresses of wood
fastened to platforms on the outside of the Bridge.

“ We derive this view of the dilapidations of London
Bridge from a very rarc and magnificent print, well
known to collectors and antiquaries, by the name of the
¢ Long Antwerp view of London ;” for which, Mr. Geoffrey

. Barbican, if you ever meet with it, you may consider
twenty g&i;pcus as a very moderate price. I'his famous
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engraving is an ctching by the matchless Wenceslaus
Hollar ; it is in seven sheets, measuring two yards and a
half in length, by 17% inches in height : it bears a dedica-
tion to Queen Ilenrietta Maria, and William Prince of
Orange, with a copy of Latin verses written by Edward
Benlowes; Tsq. ; and, though it was sold in London, the
following publication line appears on one side, written in
Latin :—¢ Sold at Amsterdam by Cornelius Danckers, in
Calf Strect, at the sign of the Image of Gratitude, in the
year 1647 There is, by the way, a pretty fair, but
smaller, copy of this view of London and Westminster in

two sheets, in a series ot prints commonly called ¢ Boy-
dell’s Perspectives,” measuring 87% inches, by 101 inches,
signed ¢ R. Benning, del. et sculp.,” and entitled ¢ A View
of London as it was in the year 1647.” The publication
line is, ¢ Suld by J. Boydell, Engraver, at the Unicorn in
Cheapside, London, 1766 You will find both the
original, and the copy, in the xiiith and xivth volumes of
Mr. Crowle’s Illustrated Pennant, which 1 have already
cited to you; and the view takes in from above the
Parliament House at Westminster to beyond St. Cathe-
rine's; but the Bridge is the keimelion of the plate, for
that noble edifice is represented with all its buildings,
from St. Magnus' Church, down to the Southwark Tower,
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the size of 10 inches in length, with the principal build- '
ings about two inches square. 'The other view, to which
I have alluded, was also etched by Hollar, upon two
sheets measuring 27 inches by 41 : and it consists of two
prospects, one over the other, on the same plate, the upper
one representing, ¢ London from St. Mary Overies Steeple
in Southwark, in its flourishing condition before the Fire ;'
and the lower one entitled, ¢ Another prospect of the said
City, taken from the same place, as it appearcth now
after the said calamity and destruction by fire.”  Copies
of these intcresting etchings are, however, neither dcar
nor uncommon ; though, if you would have so fine an
impression as that in the Print Room of the British Mu-
scum, you will scarcely procure it under three guineas.
In the upper of these prospects, the Northern end of
London Bridge is shown to be a passage feneed by wooden
palings without any houses, excepting one building, which
occupies the whole width of the Bridge ; having a gate in
it surmounted by the King's Arns, and standing imme-
diately before the old Church of St. Magnus,

¢ Independently of these views, we have another very
strong cvidence that this part was not built upon even in
the year 1665, contained in®that most interesting and
curious work, the ¢ Memoirs and Diary of Samvel Pepys,
Euq,, F.R.S. and Secretary to the Admiralty in the reigns
of Charleggd]. and James I1’ Edited by Richard, Lord
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Braybrooke, London, 1825, 4to, vol. 1. page 388 : where,
under the date of January 24th, 1665-66, that observant
journalist has the following entry. ¢My Lord,—Ed-
ward Montague, Earl of Sandwich,—¢ and I, the weather
being a little fairer, went by water to Deptford ; and the
wind being again very furious, so as we durst not go by
water, walked to London round the Bridge, no boat
being able to stirre ; aud, Lord ! what a dirty walk we
had, and so strong the wind, that in the ficlds we many
times could not carry our hodies against it, but were
driven backwards. It was dangerous to walk the strects,
the bricks and tiles falling from the houses, that the
whole streets were covered with them; and whole
chimneys, nay, wholc houses, in two or three places,
blowed down. But above all, the pales on- London
Bridge, on both sides, were bloun away ;’—almost the
very words, you observe, which T have quoted you from
Richard Bloome,—* so that we were forced to stoop very
low, for fear of blowing off the Bridge. We could see
no boats in the Thames afloat, but what were hroke
loose, and carried through the Bridge, it being ebbing
water,  And the greatest sight of all was, among other
parcels of ships driven here and there in clusters together,
onc was quite overset, and luy with her masts all along
in the water, and her keel above water.” The desolation,-
and wintry chillness of this picturc, is enough to make
one shiver even in the Dog-days.”

* When the worthy old Chronicler had arrived at the
conclusion of this narrative, as usual 1 took up the stovy,
and began thus :—*“This, Mr. Barnaby Postcrn, was
indced a fatal destruction ; and one would imagine that it
was no such happy cvent as to cause a jesting ballad to
be made to commemorate it; but yct, though in the
following verses there arc sdme discordant circumstances,
and even the datc is at variance with that which you
have already given, there can be little doubt but that
they relate to the Fire of which you have now spoken.
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You will find them printed at the end of a very rare,
but, at the same time, a very worthless publication,
cntitled, ¢The Loves of Hero and Leander, a mock
Poem : Together with choico Poems and rare pieces of
drollery, got by heart, and often repeated by divers witty
Gentlemen and Ladies that use to walke in the New
Exchange, and at their rccreations in Ilide Park.
London, 1653, 12mo, pp. 44—48. There is also another
cdition of 1682 ; but I pray you to remember, that many
of the fescennine rhymes, some of which would have
done honour to Hudibras, and many of the witty points
of this song, are, in that latter copy, most vilely per-
verted : I shall give it yon, thercfore, as it stands in the
former impression.

Some Christian people all give ear
Unto the grief of ns :

Caused by the death of three children dear.
The which it happen’d thus.

And cke theve befell an accident,
By funlt of a Carpenter’s son,

Who to snw chips bis sharp ax-c-lent
Waoc worth the time may Lon-—

May London say : Woe worth the Carpenter !
And all such block-head fools ;

Would he were hanged up like a sarpent here
For meddling with edge tools.

For into chips there fell a spark,
Which put out in such flames,

That it was known into South-wark
‘Which lies beyond the Thames.

For Loe! the Bridge was wondrous high
‘With water underneath :
< O’cr which va many fishes fly
As birds thercin do breathe.

And yet the fire consumed the Brigg,
Not far from place of landing ;

And though the building was full big,
1t fell down,—not with standing.
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And eke into the water fell
So many pewter dishes,

That a man might have taken up very well
Both boil’d and roasted fishes !

And thus the Bridge of London Town,
For building that was sumptuous,
Was all by fire half burnt down,
For being too contumptious!

Thus you have «ll but half my song,
Pray list to what comes ater ;

For now I have cool’d you with the fire,—
I'll warm you with the water !

Tl tell you what the River’s name's
Where these children aid slide—a,

It was fair London’s swiftest Thames, =
Which keeps both time and tide—a.

All on the tenth of Junuary,
To the wonder of much people ;
"I'was frozen o’cr that well “twould hear
Almost a country stecple !

Three children sliding thereabout,
Upon a place too thin ;

That so at last it did fall out
That they did all full in.

A great Load there was that Taid with the King,

And with the King great wager makes ;
But when he saw that he conld not win

He sigh’d,—aud would have drawn stakes.

He said it would bear a man for to slide,
And laid a hundred pound;

The King said it would break, and so it did,
For thice children there were diown’d.

Of which, one’s head was from his should—
crs stricken,—whose name was John ;
‘Who then ciied out, as loud as he could,
¢ Oh Lon-a! Lon-a! Lon-doun!

¢ Oh ! tut—tut—turnfrom thy sinful race I’
Thus did his specch decay ;

T wonder that in such a case
Ho had no more to say.

301
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And thus being drown’d, Alack ! Alack
The water ran down their throats,

And stopp’d their breath thiee hours by the clock,
Before they could get any boats !

Ye parents all that children have,
And ye that have none yet,

Presceve your children from the grave,
And teach them at home to sit.

For had these at a scrmon been,
Or clse upon dry ground,

Why then I uever would have been seen,
If that they had been drown'd !

Even as a huntsman ties his dags,
For fear they should go fro Lim

So tye your children with severity’s clogs,
Untie em—and you’ll undo ’em.

God bless our noble Parlimment,
And rid them fiom all fears;
D God bless a/l the Commons of this land,
And God bless—some of the Peers?

“ And now, Sir, T shall, by your favour, say a few
words with respect to the tune to which these verses
were formerly sung ; which I am the better cnabled to
do by the researches of a gentleman, to whom, in several
other particulars of orr history, I have heen considerably
indebted. By his information, T shall first inform you,
that the foregoing Sung exists, in its original state, in the
Pepysian Collection of ballads preserved in Magdalen
College, Cambridge, vol. ii. p. 146; where it is called
¢The Lamentation of a bad market, or the drownding
of three children on the Thames. To the tunc of the
Ladies’ Fall. Printed for F. Coles, T. Vere, J. Wright,
and J. Clarke.” Now the old verses, entitled ¢ A Lament-
able Ballad of the Lady’s Fall,” you will find, with some
account of it prefixed, in Bishop Perey’s ¢ Reliques of
Ancient English Poe:ry,’ volume iii. book ii. article x.
p. 137, fourth edition, London, 1794, 8vo; or, indeed,
you may consult any edition but the last. From the
Editor's notice of this latter poem, we learn that it was
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sung to the tunc of the verses called ¢ The Shepherd’s
Slumber ;’ better known by the first three words of the
commencing stanza. .
¢In pescod timne, when hound to horne
CGiives care till buck be kill’d ;
And little lads with pipes of corne,
Sate keeping beasts a-ficld.’

T have not, Mr. Barnaby, found the musical nota-
tion of this song, though 1 am almost inclined to think
it was sung to the very common tune of ¢ Flying Fame,’
so familiar to everybody under the name of ¢ Chevy
Chace; for in vol. iv. p. 1, of Tom D'Urfey’s collection
of Songs, called ¢ Wit and Mirth,” Londor, 1719, 12mo,
you may sec this very ballad on London Bridge, en-
titled ¢ Three children sliding on the Thames. Tune,
Chevy chace”  Listen then, my good Sir, whilst, with
my very unmelodious voice, I attemipt to give you some
idea of it; the music I have alluded to runs thus :—

o the grief of us; Caused

Ty the death of three Chil-dren dear. The which 1t hap-pencd thus.' "

“Thank ye, thank ye, honest Master Geoffrey Bar-
Dbican,” said my visitor, as I concluded ; * my thanks to
you, both for your music and poetry ; for I verily think
as you do, that the verses which you have repcated
relate to this conflagration of 1633, although there was
the difference of a month between the actual fact, and
your rhyming record of it, It appears to me, too, as if
I recognized in the 16th stanza,—wherc the last words
of the drowning victim are uttered by his head in broken
acconts,~—the original of Gay’s description of the death of
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Doll, the Pippin-woman, contained in the 2nd book of
his ¢ Trivia;' since she died in wuch the same place and
manner. . -

¢ The rental of the Bridge House was doubtless con-
siderably lesscned Ly this destructive five ; but in the
printed document of the Bridge-Masters’ Accounts, there
is not any notice of the amount of rents for some years
after it. In 1636, however, we arc informed that the
salaries, horsckeeping, and liveries, of John Potter, and
David Bourne, the Wardens, amounted to 714 3s. 4d.
each ; and in the following ycar the rental is stated to
have been only 1836/ 7s. Gd., whilst the fees, &c. of
John Hawes and Noadiah Rawlins amounted to 72/
In that manuscript treatisc on the payment of Tythes,
which I havé mentioned to you as being in the Archi-
episcopal Library at Lambeth, Cornclius Burgess, the
then Rector,of St. Magnus, observes, that ¢ the best third
part of the Parish was consumned by the late fire on Lon-
don Bridges: yct no part of the annual charges lying on
the Pdrsonage is abated. And it is yct capable of a
largé improvement, by rcason that a good part of it being
Citty land, provisions have been accordingly made to
keepe downe the tithes gencrally throughout the Parish
fo vnreasonable low proportions, some very few houses
excepted.”  According to Newcourt, in his ¢ Repertorium
Ecclesiasticum,” vol. i, p. 306, these tythes before this
conflagration amounted té 109). for 90 houses, of which
about 40 houses were destroyed ; though, in the Manu-
script valuation of 1638, they are reduced‘to 812 12s. 8d.

“ The destruction of London Bridge, however, was
not allowed to pass without a more appropriate memorial
than the song which you have repeated ; for in the
parochial records of the Church adjoining, it is stated,
that Susanna Chambers, by her will, dated the 28th day
of Deccember, 1640, left “unto the Parson of the Parish
Church ‘of St. Magnus, on, or near, London Bridge, or
unto such other preacher of God's word as my said son
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Richard Chambers, his heirs, administrators, and as-
signees shall yearly appoint, the yearly sum of twenty
shillings of lawful English money, for'a Sermon to be
preached on the 12th day of February, in every ycar,
within the said Parish Church of St. Magnus, London
Bridge, or any other ncar thereunto, in commemoration
of God's merciful preservation of the said Church of St.
Magnus from ruin in the late and terrible fire of London
Bridge; and also the sum of scventeen shillings and
sixpence to the poor of that Parish of St. Magnus ; and
two shillings and sixpence to the clerk and sexton.
"T'his gift is mentioned by most of the London Historians;
and I would observe to you that I am informed, with
regard to the present state of this hequest, that the
money for the Sermon, the Clerk, and the Sexton, has
not been elaimed within the memory of the oldest inha-
bitant of the Parish : but that the poor have, ever since,
duly veccived their legacy. Whilst T am speaking of St.
Magnus’ Chuich, I may also remark, that jn consequence
of the dissolution of the Fraternity belonging to it, which
T have hefore mentioned, there has been a perpetuity of
211 Gs. 8d. paid by the Exchequer ever simce the time
of Queen Mary. .
“In the 43rd vol. of that most extraordinary collec-
tion of Tracts, which the iate excellent King Geotge 111
presented to the British Muscup, there is a pamplilet of
four leaves commemorating a remarkable flow of the
Thames at London Bridge, the title to which is given by
(Gough in his ¢ British Topography,’ vol. i., p. 731: and
it bears the same proportion to its contents, as the show-
cloth of a travelling menagerie docs to the actual exhi-
bition. ¢A Strange Wonder, or the Citic’s Amazement.
Being a relation occasioned by a wonderfull and vnusuall
aceident, that happened in the River of Thames, Friday,
Feb. 4, 1641, There flowing Two Tydes at London
Bridge, within the space of an houre and a halfe, the
last comming with such violence and hideous noyse, that
x
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it not onely affrighted, but even astonished above 500
watermen that stood beholding it on hoth sides the
Thames. Which latter Tyde rose sixe foote higher then
the former Tyde had done, to the great admiration of all
men.” London, 1461. Small 4to. 'This tract is subse-
quently named °True Newes from Heaven,” and the
author takes occasion, from the cvent which he records,
to lament the vices and confusion of his time. The fact
itself occupies but a small porticn of his text; and he
rvelates it thus:—¢Fryday, Februarie 4, 1641, it was
high water at one of the clocke at noone, a time—by
reason s0 accommodated for all imployments by water or
land,—very fit to afford witnesse of a strange and noto-
rious accident. After it was full high water, and that it
flowed its full due time as all Almanacks sét downe;
and water-men, the vnquestionable prognosticators in
that affaire, with confidence mainetaine it stood a quiet
still dcad water, a full houre and halfe, without moving
or returning any way never so litle: Yea, the water-men
flung in stickes to the streame, as near as they could
guesse, which lay in the water as vpon the earth, without
moving this way or that. Dishes likewise, and wodden
buckets, they set a swimming, but it proved a stilling, for
move they would not any way by force of strecam or
water ; so that it seemed the water was indced asleepe
or dead, or had changed or borrowed the stability of the
carth. The water-men, not content with this evidence,
would needs make the vtmost of the tryall, that they
might report with the more boldnesse the truth of the
matter ; and with more credible confidence they tooke
their boates and lanched into the strcame or very chan-
nell : but the boates that lay hailed up on the shore
moved as much, exvept when they used their oarcs;
nay,—a thing worthy the admiration of all men,—they
rowed under the very arches, tooke up their oares, and
slept there, or, at least, lay still an houre very neare,
their boates not so much as moved through any way,
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either upward or downeward: the water seeming as
plaine, quiet, even, and stable as a pavement under the
arch, where, if any where in the Thames, there must
be moving by reason of the narrownesse of the place.
In this pasture stood the water a whole houre and halfe,
or rather above, by the testimony of above five hundred
water-men, on either side the Thames, whom not to
believe in this case were stupiditie, not discretion. At
last, when all men expected its ebb, being filled with
amazement that it stood so long as hath heen dclivered,
behold a greater wonder, a new Tyde comes in! A new
Tyde with a witnesse, you might easily take notice of
him ; so lowde he roared, that the noisc was guessed to
be about Greenwich when it was heard so, not onely
clearly, but fearfully to the Bridge; and up he comes
tumbling, roaring, and foaming in that furious manner,
that it was horror unto all that beheld it. And as it
gave sufficient notice to the care of its'comming, so it
left sufficient satisfaction to the cyc that it was now
come ; having raised the water foure foote higher then
the first Tyde had done, foure foote by rule! as by
cvident measurc did appear, and presently ebbed in as
hasty, confused, unaccustomed manner. Sec here,
Reader ! a wonder, that—all things considered,~—the
oldest man never saw or ieard of the like.

¢ Lord Clurendon, in his ¢ Ilistory of the Rebellion,’
vol. i., part ii., book iv. p. 521, Oxford, 1819, 8vo., states
that when John Hampden and the four other members of
Parliament were accused of High T'reason, and were, by
their own party, brought back in triumph from the City,
January 11, 1641-42, ¢ from London-Bridge to Westmin-
ster, the Thames was guarded with above a hundred
lighters and long-boats, laden with small pieces of ord-
nance, and dressed up with waistclothes and strcamers, as
ready for fight.” These forces, together with the City
Trained-bands under Major General Skippon, were not
less to honour, than to defend, the return of the accused
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Members. The same noble Ilistorian tells us farther, in
the same volume and part, book v. p. 661, that about the
end of March in the same year, the Justices, and princi-
pal gentlemen of the county of Kent, prepared a Petition
to the two Houses of Parliament, that the Militia might
not be otherwise exereised in that County than according
to Law, and that the Common Prayer Book might still
be observed. This was coustrued by the Parliament into
a commotion in Kent; the Earl of Bristol and Judge
Mallet were committed to the Tower only for having
seen it ; and strong guards were placed at London Bridge,
where the petitioners approaching the City were dis-
armed, and foreed to return, and only a very few permitted
to proceed with the petition to Westminster.

“ That it was the unhappy custom, even late in the
seventeenth century, to ercet heads over the South Gate
on London Bridge, we have, alas! too many proofs;
though, indeed, it scems to have been only the case with
such as were considered traitors, as were those unfortu-
nate Romish Priests, exccuted under the Statutes of Eli-
zabeth and James 1. When Bishop Challoner is speak-
ing, in his work already cited, vol. iii., p. 112, of the
death of Bartholomew Roe, a Priest of the Order of $t.
Benedict, in January, 1642, he states that, on the mom-
ing of his execution, he exhorted the Catholies who were
present at his Mass in the prison, and desired them ¢ that
as often as in passing through the City, they should sce
that hand of his fixed on one of the Gates, orin crossing
the water, should sce his head on London Bridge, they
would remember those lessons which he had preached to
them, of the importance of holding fast the Catholic
faith, and of leading a Christian and holy life,” 1In
October, 1642, the head of Thomas Bullaker, a Priest of
the Order of St. Francis,.was also set up on London
Bridge. Sco Bishop Challoner, p. 132, in the same
volume : and another unhappy instance of a similar
execution is to be found in Dr. Challoner’s life of Ilenry
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Heath, a Father of the ovder of St. Francis, contained on
pp. 141, 143, of the same volume of his work. Having
left Douay and landed in England, this Pricst travelled
to the metropolis in the greatest poverty. ¢ At London
he arrives wearied, as well he might, having travelled
harefoot forty miles that day, and it being the Winter
scason. It is now time to take up his quarters, and
give some little rest and refreshment to the body. But
how shall this he done, for money he has none, nor
acquaintance ? however, he ventures to call at the Star
1nn, near London Bridge, but the people of the housc
finding that he had no monay, turned him out of doors
at cight o'clock in a cold winter night.” In this distress,
he lay down to rest at a Citizen’s door, where the owner
of the house had him scized for a shoplifter, and when
examined by the watch, some writings in defence of the
Romish faith being found in his cap, he owned himself
to be a Priest. e was then tried and convicted upon
the Statute of Elizabeth, and was exceuted on April 17,
1643, at Tyburn, and his head crccted upon London
Bridge.

¢ On the 7th of March, 1642, the two Houscs of Par-
liament ordered that the City of London should be forti-
fied, for its better security and safety ; and on the day
following the order was printed, in small 4to, a copy of
which is in the King's Collection of Tracts in the Bri-
tish Muscum, vol. 97 ; and of which, if 1 repeat you a
portion of the title, you will receive all the information
contained in the pamphlet itself. ¢ An Ordinance and
Declaration of the Lords and Commons assembled in
Parliament, that the Lord Mayor and Citizens of the
City of London, for the better securing and safetic thereof,
shall have full power and authority, according to their
discretion, to trench, stop, &nd fortifie all high-waies
leading into the said City, as well within the Libertics,
as without, as they shall see cause. And for the better
effecting thereof, shall impose upon all the inhabitants
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within the same, upon every house worth 5L a year, six
pence, and cvery house of greater rent, after the rate of
two pence in the pound.’ Another copy of this ordinance
was printed in April, 1643, and is to be found in vol. 104
of the same collection. Maitland, in his ¢ History, vol. i.,
PD. 368, 369, also mentions an act of Common Council
passed for the same purpose, February 23, 1642-43 : and
gives a plan of the fortifications erected round the City.
It was cnacted, says he, that ¢ all the passages and ways
leading to the City should be shut up, excepting thosc
entering at Charing Cross, St. Giles’s in the Ficlds, St.
John's Strcet, Shoreditch, and Whitechapel ; and that
the exterior ends of the spid streets should be fortified
with breast-works and turnpikes, musket-proof ; and all
the sheds and buildings contiguous te London-Wall
without, be taken down; and that the City Wall, with
its bulwarks, be not only repaired and mounted with
artillery, but likewise that divers new works be added to
the same at places most exposed.” When this act had
been confirmed by the above ordinances of Parliament,
the fortifications were commenced and carried on with
considerable rapidity ; men, women, and children, were
employcd upon the works ; and, ina short time, an earth-
ern rampart, with redoubts, horn-works, batteries, forts,
and bulwarks, was crected round the Cities of London
and Westminster, and the Borough of Southwark, We
have no- particular account, however, of the manner in
which Londen Bridge was fortified at this period; and
the great events which took place in the history of the
Civil- Wars seem to have swallowed up every cirecum-
stance connected with this edifice. We learn, indeed,
that in the year 1647, the Parliamentary army entered
the City, whilst the Corporation was engaged in an irre-
solute debate as to the measures to be adopted for its
defence : when frequent conciliatory messages passed be-
tween tho chief Officers and London ; and, the less to
alarm the Metropolis, the soldiers were quartered at some
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distance from it. ¢ However, in this calm,'—says Lord
Clarendon, who rclates these circumstances in his ¢ His-
tory,’ vol. iii., part i., book x.,p. 104,—* they sent over
Colonel Rainsborough with a brigade of horse, and foot,
and cannon, at Hathpton Court, to possess Southwark, and
those works which secured that end of London Bridge ;
which he did with so little noise, that in onc night’s
march he found himsclf master, without any opposition,
not only of the Borough of Southwark, but of all the
worky and forts which were to defend it ; the soldiers
within shaking hands with those without, and refusing to
obey their officers which were to command them : so that
the City, without knowing that any such thing was in
agitation, found in the morning that all that avenue to
the Town was possesscd by the enemy ; whom they were
providing to resist on the other side, being as confident of
this that they had lost, as of any gate in the City.’

¢ Bulstrode Whitelock, in his ¢ Memorials of the
English Affairs,’” London, 1732, fol., p. 263, enables us to
add to this account, that on Coloncl Rainsborough's
advance to Southwark, he found the Bridge gates shut,
the Portcullis lowered, and a guard within; but upon
placing a counter-guard with two picces of ordnance,
against the gate, in a short time the great fort was
surrendered ; about two in the morning of Monduy, the
2nd of Augusi,, 1647.

“ A curious invention, which, very prolmbly, was
never carried into execution, was, in the year 1643,
connected with the history of London Bridge ; being the
scheme of an unsuccessful engineer named Captain John
Bulmer. You may sce an original copy of his ¢ Propo-
sitions in the Office of Assurance, London, for the
Blovung up of a Boat and a man over London Bridge,’
in the King’s Collection of Tracts in the British Museum,
Miscellaneous Pieces, vol. 3%, fol., article 88. In this
statement, which consists of a broadside of one page, he
thus commences. ¢ In the name of God, Amen. John



312 CIIRONICLES OF [a. 1.

Bulmer, of London, Esquire: Master and Surveiour
Generall of the King's Muiestie’s Mines Royall, and
Engines for Water-workes, propoundeth— by God’s
agsistance,—that he, the said John Bulmer, shall and
will, at and in a flowing water, sct out a Boat or Vessell
with an Engine, floating with a man or a boy in and
aboard the said Boat, in the River of Thames, over
against the Tower-wharfe, or lower. Which sauid Boat,
with the said man or boy in or aboard her, shall the
same tide, before low-water againe, by art of the said
John Bulmer, and helpe of the suid engine, be advenced
and clevated so high, as tha§ the same shall passe and
be delivered over London Bridge, together with the said
man or boy in and aboard her, and floate againe in the
said River of Thames, on the other side of the said
Bridge, in safety.” e then proceeds to covenant for
himself, his heirs, &e., to perform this within the spac:
of one month, after he shall have intimated at the Assu-
rance Office that he is about to put it in practice.
This aunouncement was to be made ¢ so 'soone as the
undertakers wagering against him six for one, should
have deposited in the Office such a sum as he_should
consider sufficient to ¢ countervaile his charges of con-
triving the said Boat and Engine.” Captain Bulmer was
also to deposit his proportion of the moncy, and the
whole, beingmsubscribed and signed, was to remain in the
office, until he had cither performed his contract, when
he was to receive it; or till his failure, when it was to
be re-delivered to the subscribers ‘This curious paper
is dgged November tho Gth, and concludes with the
following promise: ¢ And all those that will bring in
their monies into the Office, shall be there assured of
their losse or gawae, according to the conditions above
mentioned.’ I imagine, hewever, that this scheme met
with but little or no cncouragement, because I find a
new edition of it, dated March the 20th, 1647, printed
in small foliv, and inserted in the King’s Tracts marked
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¢ Single Sheets, vol. v. art. 130. It varies, however,
somewhat from the foregoing, and states that ¢ the blow-
ing up of a Gun from under the water by the breath of
a man’s mouth, shall occasion the raising of such Boatc
or vessell ; which said gun shall then forthwith after be
discharged by fire given thercunto, and presently sinke
againe : after the sinking whereof, another gunnc shall
be raised by such mieanes as aforesaid, which shall he
discharged also, forthwith upon the floating of the said
Boate or Vessell on the other side of the sayd Bridge.
e no longer mentions his terms to he® six for one,’ hut
states that his performagee shall take place within a
month after the amount of his expenses shall be sub-
seribed by ¢ persons pleasing to afford assistance and
furtherance to arts and mysteries of this nature.” He
adds tou, that security will he given at the office, and
that his reason for desiring these deposits is, ¢ for that
Josse of time in colleetion of the same after performance,
would hinder hiin from prosccution of businesse of greater
consequence, and tending to the publique good. He
was, however, I doubt not, still unsuccessful ; for his
time was not only onc of national poverty, arising from
the Civil Wars, but it was also onc of projectors as
forward and as promising as himself : whilst the people,
in general, scemed but little disposed to encourage any
new scheme, however wonderful, and to be of the goind
of Goldsmith’s Serivener, when he said, ¢ For my part, 1
believe all the money is gone to the Devil, or beyond the
seas, and he who has a little is a fool if he don't keep it
to himself” The Captain, notwithstanding, scems to
have made another cffort in November, 1649, in the
form of a small folio sheet, entitled ¢ A note of such
Arts and Mysteries as an English Gentleman, a Souldier,
and a Traveller, is able, by God’s assistance, to perform ;
he having mecans to perfect the same;’ of which there is
also a copy in the King's 'I'racts, marked * Single Sheets,’
vol. 8, art. 90. It consists of five propositions, concerning
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Mines, Warlike Engines, Draining and raising water,
and Machines for recovering goods from the sea : which
secrets he states himsclf to have discovered ¢ with much
study, travell, and expenses of many thousands of pounds;’
and that now * being old and out of employment, he is
willing to shew his art in these things to any which are
desirous to lcarn, upon assurance of such reward as they
shall agree upon? To this is added a certificate of his
ability to perform several of his projects, from Emanuel
College, Cambridge, datcd 1646 ; and the paper concludes
by a copy of mo® lamentn.blc verses vindicating himself
from his detractors.

¢ In Fcbruary, 1644.45, tho head of 1lenry Morse, a
Priest of the Socicty of Jesus, was sct up on London
Bridge. Sec Bishop Challoner’s ¢ Martyrology, vol. iii.
p. 164,

“ The manuscript Survey of Bridge Lands which I
have alrcady mentioned, bears a memorandum that it
was lent in 1653 ; and it cominences with a regulation,
which, from its language and orthography, appears to
have becn made much before that period, relating to an
officer called the Sheuteman, who was, probably, an
overscer of the Bridge works, and watched the cataracts
or falls in the arches. The article is entitled ¢ An Order
taken and made for the Sheuteman, by us Symond Ryse,
and }Villiam Campion, Wardens of London Bridge ;° and
in substance it is nearly as follows. ¢ For as much as
diuerse and sundry nights the Sheuteman hath occasyon
to ryse in the night-seison to come to his boots, (boats)
to see the tydes as they fall erly or late for the occupa-
tions of the Bridgehouse, so that the Porter muste open

im the gate al vn due tymes of the night, contrary to
the ordinances madc for the same; whicho is not onely
to his greate payne and daunger, but also to the great
perell and daunger that myght fall to the house; for,
when the gates be opened at ded tymes of the night, it is
to be doutyd that some lewed persons myght entre in
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after them, and not onely robbe thys house, but also putt
in daungre of their liues so many as be within. For
Remedye whereof, we, the said Wardene, have ordeyned
and appoynted a lodging to be made att the ende of the
Cranc Howse, within the Bridge-howse Yarde, with a
chemnyec in the same lodging, and sufficient for two or
three persons to lyc in yt; to the cntente that the
Sheuteman, with such persons as of cofiequence he moste
have with him for causcs requysyte for the tydes, may
lye there dryc, and tarye theyre tydes when theye fall
in the nyght, very crly or late, hauing business to do for
the howse : and also whea they come from theyre labour
weete, or att vn due tymes of the nyght, to goo home to
theire houses, may tayre there, and make them fyre to
drye them and keepe them warme, of such chyppes as
ys hughed of the timber in the yerd, and none other, and
nott to keepe any hospitalitie, or dwelling there at ony
tyme, but att such tyme and tymes afore rchersed.
And according to the old vsc and custome, that when
the Sheuteman by day-tyme be not occupyed with the
boats about the affairs of the Bridge workes, that then
he is to doe all such workes within the Bridge-house
yerde and in all other places as other laborers docth, and
so he is to receyuc his wages, or els not. And this
ordinance to be alwayes kept.’

“ In the year 1657, James Ifowel published his valume
entitled ¢ Londinopolis ; an Historicall Discourse, or
Perlustration of the City of London,’ to whieh he attach-
cd some Latin verses in praise of London Bridge, on the
leaf immediately following the title-page. They are
entitled in Latin ¢ Concerning London Bridge, and the
stupendous site and structurc thereof, in imitation of
those cclebrated six verses of the Poet Sannazario, on
the City of Venice, commencing ¢ Viderat Hadriacis.’
This beautiful hexastichon is to be found in that old and
fair edition of his Latin Poems printed at the Aldine
Press, Venice, 15635, 8vo., in the first book of Epigrams,
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p. 38 b, and it is entitled ¢ On the Wonders of the City
of Venice.” Now, that you may have some slight iden
of the original of Howel's rhymes, before 1 recite them,
perhaps you will ]ermit me to repeat to you an English
paraphrase of Sannazario’s own verses, fairly composed in
the Sonnct stanza, but not possessing the clegant concise-
ness of the Latin{

¢ Pray, go on,®ir,” answered 1, with a good deal of
satirical ceremony in my voice; ¢ Pray go on, Mr. Bar-
uaby ; it’s long since I have had any choice as to what
vou shall put in, or what you shall lcave out, of your
discourse ; and, therefore, let's have the Sonuet, such as
it is: you know the proverh,—in for a penny in for a
pound.”

“ A facetious gentleman, truly,” was the Antiquary’s
reply ; “ but let me observe for your consolation, Master
Geoffrey, that we are now rapidly passing through the
history of the Bridge, and that on later cvents I shall
trequently have but little information to impart. How-
ever, to return to the matter in hand,—this is the Sonnct.

‘¢ As Neptune saw, reclined upon his waves,

In the fair Adriatic Venice stand

A City, o’cr its waters to command,

And placed in rule o’er all jts billowy caves !
e cried, in wonder at the pile it luves,—

Thy Tarpeian arches Jove himself hath plann'ds

And thy vast walls were wrought by Mars’s hand,
Tail, City! which the main in triumph braves !
Though some esteen the Tiber’s royal pile

The glory of the decp Pelagian sea ;

Venice, look round on mainjand and on isle,

Therc is not one so mighty and so free!
¢ They are of men,” thou say’st with lofiy smile,

Bui God alone hath rear’d and planted thee !

29

¢ Thisis truly somewhat ¢ in Ercles’ vein,”” continued
the old gentleman, as he finished the Sonnct; “ but I
think you will agree with me that it is completely ¢ out-
heroded’ by Howel's imitation of it; as, indeed, his
Latinity is vastly inferior to Sennazario’s. I really cannot
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imagine, how some have supposed that Howel’s Latin
verses were written by the Italian ; but this gricvous mis-
take has becn made, in consequence, perhaps, of the words
¢ ad instar,—after the mauner of,—Dbeing overlooked.
The original poem you may read and criticise at your
leisure, but his well-known English translation runs thus.

* ¢ When Neptune from his billows Loundon spyde,
Tronght proudly hither by n high spifg-tyde ;
As through a floating wood he stcer’d along,
And dancing castles eluster’d in a throng ;—
When he beheld a mighty Bridge give law
Unto his surges, and their fury awe;

When such a shelf of cataracts did roar,

As if the Thames with Nile had changed her shore ;—
When he such massy walls, such towers did eye,
Such posts, such itons upon his back to lye ;—

‘When such vast miches he observed, that might
Nineteen Rialtos make, for depth and height 3

When the Cerulean God these things survey’d,

e shook his trident, and astouished said,

Liet the whole Fnth now all her wondeis count,

"This Bridge of wonders is the paramount I*

] cannot imagine, Mr. Barbican, why the ¢ Londino-
polis,” in which these verses are printed, should ever be
quoted in preference to Stow’s ¢ Survey,” from which it is
little more than a transcript, as Ilowel himself acknow-
ledges in his Advertisement. 1 should mention, however,
that it contains two fine prints, for which it is, perhaps,
chicfly desirvable : one consisting of a very spirited whole-
Iength portrait of the author, resting against a tree, and
exccuted in that singular style for which Claude Mellan
was so famous ; and the other an interesting balf-sheet
etching by Hollar, of London, before the Great Fire.
With thesg embellishments. and its own popularity, the
volume sells for about 14 11s, 6d. ; but a fine impression
of the latter cugraving alone will produce the snm of
10s. 6d. From this work, then, at page 22, we lcarn
that the destruction occasioned by the ¢ most raging
dismal fire’ of 1633, was not wholly repaired at the time
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of its publication ; fur, after stating that it consumed a
third part of the buildings on the Bridge, it is added, ¢ by
the commendable carc of the City, there arc other goodly
structures raised up in some of their rooms, of a stronger,
and more statcly way of building ; and pity it is that the
work were not compleated, thero being no object,—after
the Church of St. Paul,—that can conduce more to the
gloryand ornamemnt of this renowned City.” Yet, notwith-
standing this Author's praiscs of ¢ the Bridge of the
World, as he calls it, on page 20 he makes us acquainted
with what may be considered as an ancient satire upon
it ; since he says, ¢ If' London Bridge had fewer eyes, it
would sce far better. The arches of this edifice, and the
dangerous passage through them, have also given rise to
another quaint saying, which is recorded in the Rev. J.
Ray’s ¢ Compleat Collection of English Proverhs,” Lon-
don, 1737, octavo, pp. 13 and 251, and which is, * London
Bridge was made for wisc men to go over, and fools to
go under.’

¢“On Tucsday, the 20th of May, 1660, King Charles
the Second cntered London in triumph, after having been
magnificently entertained in St. George’s Ficlds. About
three in the afternoon ho arrived in Southwark, and
thence proceeded over the Bridge into the City, attended
by all the glory of London, and the military forces of
the kingdom. Lord Clarendon, who makes this ¢fair
return of banished Majesty” the concluding scene of his
noble History, gives us but little information as to the
King’s reception at London Bridge, though we learn
from him that ‘the crowd was so great, that the King
rode in a crowd from the Bridge to Whitehall ; all the
Companies of the City standing in order on both sides,
and giV¥ing loud tLanks to God for his Majesty's pre-
sence,” ¢ All the streets —says White Kennet, Bishop
of Peterborough, in his ¢ Historical Register of English
Affairs,’ London, 1744, folio, p. 163, —¢were richly
adorned with tapestry, from London Bridge to White-
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hall ;" and beyond Temple-bar, were lined with the
Trained bands, and a troop of the late King's Officers,
headed by the loyal Sir John Stawcll. The procession,
which was chiefly an ecquestrian one, was begun by
Major-General Brown, and 300 Citizens in cloth of
silver doublets; who were followed by 1200 more all
in velvet, with footmen and liveries in purple. Alder-
man Robinson then led other parties habited in buff
coats, with sleeves of silver tissuc, and green silk scarfs ;
some in blue liveries with silver lace ; and footmen and
trumpeters in sea-grecn, grey, and silver liveries. Eighty
of the Sheriffs’ followers attended in red cloaks lined
with silver, holding half-pikes; and 600 of the City
Companies rode in black velvet coats and gold chains,
with their respective scrvitors in cassocks and ribands.
Drums, trumpets, strcamers, and the Life-guards, in
satin, scarlet, and silver, followed ; then came the City
Marshall, with 8 footmen in French green, trimmed
with crimson and white; whilst the City Waits and
Officers, the Sheriffs, the Aldermen, and their attend-
ants, blazed in red, and cloths of gold and silver, in the
next rank. Heralds and Maces, in their splendid habits,
preceded Sir Thomas Allen, the Lord Mayor; who, to
gratify the City, was pe:mitted to carry the sword of
London immediatcly hefore the King, which had not
been done in any former public entry, excepting when
Charles 1. returned from Scotland in 1641, and even then
tho Sword of State had the precedence.

“J have next to mention a very rare and curious
pamphlet, never yet cited in the History of London
Bridge, of a vision seen upon that edifice in March, 1661,
It is contained in Article 6, No. 867, of that invaluable
collection of Tracts which the late King prcsente& to the
British Museum. Like most of the wonderful pamphlets
of the seventeenth century, its title is truly astounding,
but the book itself is only a small quarto of four leaves ;
of which, as all that now concerns us is contained in three
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-pages, 1-hall give you the whole, and first for the mag-
aiificent Title-page.
¢ ¢ Strange News from the West, beinga trug and porfect account
of seveyn}‘Mir’achul Sights scen in the Air Westward, en Thurs-
day last, being the 21 day of this present March, by divers persous
of credit standing on London Bridge between 7 and 8 of the clock
at wight, Two great Armics marching forth of two clouds, and
encountring cach ether; but, after a sharp dispute, they suddenly
vanished.  Also, some remaikable Sights that were seen to issue
forth of a cloud that secmcd like a mountain, in the shapes of a
Bull, a Bear, a Lyon, and an Elephant with a Castle on his back,
and he manner how they all vanished. London, Printed for
J..Jones, 1661.” Such-is the entry into this exhibition of won-
ders ; the tract itself commences thus,
¢ Ap cxact relation of severall strange wonders, that were seen
on Thursday last, by several persons then on London Bridge, ap-
. pearing in the \Vcse of England.—Apparent hath Leen many rigns
and wonders wade to us here in England, whereby the incredulons
have been convine'd of their obstinacy. 1t being a great question,
and doubtfull now with the gencrality of people, whether those
things lately published which appeared in forcign parts were feasible
or no, they have sinee been verified by other eredible persons from
those parts,. to the great satisfaction of some hundieds @ therefore T
shall forbear mentioning them, aud give you an exact account of
what hath lately been visible to divers percons now resident in the
City of London, which was as followeth, viz.
¢ ¢ Upon the 21 day of March, about, or between 7 and 8 of
the clock at night, divers persons living in the City—as they came
over London Bridge—discovered several clouds in strange shapesg
at which they suddenly made a stand, to scc what might be the
~esent of so miraculous a change in the motion of the Heavens, The
fitsy cloud scemed to tuin into the form or shape of a Cathedral,
* with a Tower advancing from the middle of it upwards, which con-
tinued for a small space and they, vunished away.  Another turned
into a tree, spreadiny itsclt like an onk,—as near as could be judged,
—vwhich, in a short space, vanished. Between these two was, us it
were, standing, a great mountain, which continued in the same
form near a quarter of an hour; after which, the mountain still
remaining, there appeaved scveral strange shapes onc after another,
wsuing0ut of the saiu mountain, nbout the middle of the right side
theroof : the first scemed to be fyrmed like n Crokedile, with his
mouth wide open ; this continued a very short space, and, by de-
grees, was transformed into the form of n furious Bull; and, not
long after, it was changed into the form of a Lyon : but it conti-
aued so a short time, and was altered into a Bear, and, soon after,
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into o Hog, or Boar, as near as those could guess-who were spec.
tators, Aftor all these shapes had appeared, tie mountain seemed .
to be divided and altered into the form of two monstrous beasts,
fastened together by the hinder parts, drawing one apart from the
other : that which appeared on the left hand, resembled atr Ele- -
phant with a castle upon his back ; that upon the right'hand, we
could not so well determine, but- it seemed to us like & Lyon or
somo such liké beast,

¢ ¢ The Custle on the back of the Elephant vanished, the Ele-
phant himsclf losing his shape; and, where the Castle stood, there
tose up a small number of men, as we judged, about some four or
six : these were in continual motion. The other beast, which was
beheld on the right hand, scemed to bo altered into the form of an
Horse, with a rider on his back, and, after a small proportion of -
time, the wholc vanished, falling downward, Then arose another
great cloud, and in small time it formed it solfe into the likenesse
of the head of & great Whale, the mouth of which stood wide open,
After this, at somo distance on the right hand, appeared a cloud,
which became like nnto a head, or cap, with a horn, or ear, on cach
side thereof, which was of very considerable length. DBetween
these two rose a few men, who moved up and down with a swift
motion ; and immediately after they all vanished except one man,
who etill continued movigg up and down with much state and
majesty. In the mean time arose near adjacent unto this*head, or
cap, another cloud, out of ,which cloud issucd forth an Army, or great
body of men; and upon tho left hand arose another Army, each of
which marched one towards the other ; about this time the single
man vanished away, and the two Armies scemed to approach very
near each other, and cncounter, maintaining a combat one against
the othcr, and, after a short coutest, all vanished. Duging all this
time there scemed, to our best apprehension, a flame of fire along
the Strand, towards the City of London.’ '

“Such is the notice of these ¢strange sights,” as they
are truly called ; but, though I do not cite them, the
remaining two pages of the pémphlet are filled with an
account of some much stranger seen in Hamburgh, in the
preceding February : and now that I have finished, Mr.
Barbican, pray what do you think of it ?” y

“What do I think of it?” returned I: “ WHY, as
Captain Ironside says in the Play, ¢ that it's a lie, to be
sure!” You very well know, Mr. Postern, that a great
part of the seventeenth century was quite an age for
seeing wonders in the air: for they were continually
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being exhibited to all sorts and conditions of men;
whilst, ever and anon, came forth a pamphlet full of
marvel and trumpery, detailing the last revelation, occa~
sionally ornamented ¢ with a type of the vision curiously
engraven on copper. You may remember, how the
Author of ¢ The History of the Great Plague,’ tells you
that he was in some danger from a crowd in St. Giles’s,
because he could not discern an Angel in the air, holding
a drawn sword in his hand. Believe e, good Mr.
Barnaby, such visions are extremely rare; and, when
they do appear, they come not in the uncertain forms of
that which you have now referred to. Minds of more
weakness than picty gave a ready faith to them, and in
convulsed or sorrowful times were often hearing voices
which spake not, and sceing signs which were never
visible : willing to deccive, or be deceived, they saw, like
Polonius, clouds ¢ backed like an ousel, or, ¢ very like a
whale ;’
¢ So hypochondriac fancies represent

Ships, Armics, Battles, in the firmament ;

Till steadier eyes the exbalations solve,

And all to its first matter, clouds, regolve I* 7

¢ Truly, Mr. Barbican,” answered the Antiquary, as

I concluded, ¢ truly, Sir, I should never have divined
that you had any dislike to dull reflections, had you not
yourself assured me so ; but now, if you will pledge me
in another draught of sack, I'll furnish you with a new
scene of London Bridge, from the pencil of an eminent
foreigner, as it appearcd in May, 1663. This is selected
from the very amusing °Voyages de Mons. de Mon-
conys ; and the best edition of his book is that bearing
the imprint of Paris, though it was in reality published
at Lyons, in 1695, duodecimo. In the second volume
of this work, and on page 14 of the part relating to
England, he thus speaks of London Bridge. ¢ After
having passed this place,'—that is, Greenwich, which the
Author calls Grenuche, —‘ we soon came to London, of
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which the length is truly incredible; but more than
two thirds of the River sides are occupied by ware-
houscs and very small buildings of wood, even upon the
Bridge, at the foot of which, on the Clty sndc, is a large
cdifice erected wholly of wood, witliout any iron, which
seems to be of hewn stone, it is so regularly built. At
the other extremity of the Bridge, abovo the towers of
a castle, are many of the heads of the murderers of King
Charles.” On page 21, M. Moncony is speaking of the
¢ bots’—boats,—which formerly plicd on the Thames to
carry persons to the City, or Westminster, by way of
avoiding the rude English coaches, and the ruder paved
streets of London: ¢ They never,’ says he, ‘go below
the Bridge; although there is not any place to which
they cannot he had, but it is considered dangerous for
thesc small boats to go under the Bridge when the tide
is ranning up, for the water has then an extreme rapidity,
even greater than when it is returning, and the two
currents are united.’ -On page 121, in mentioning his
visit to the Tower, he states that neither in going nor
returning did his boat pass under the Bridge ; for the
tide beiug running up, there was a fall of more than two
feet. 'The passengers left the boat, crossed to the other
side of the Bridge, and tlen re-entend it: whilst the
watermen, he adds, had no difficulty in descendmg the
all, but a great deal in mounting up it again.

Tt has been reported, that during the awful time
when London was being devastated by the terrible
Plague of 1665, the inhabitants of the Bridge were free
from its ravages ; which is attributed to the ceascless
rushing of the river beneath it. 1 have not yet disco-
vered, however, the least foundation for such a tradition
in any of the numerous publications which appcared
concerning the pestilence ; and, indeed, the only place
in which I find this edifico at all mentioned, is in that
terrible volume attributed to Daniel Defoe, and called
¢ A Journal of the Plague Year, by a Citizen who con-

Y 2
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tinued all the while in London;’ London, 1722, octavo,
where, on page 2565, when speaking of the fires made in
the streets for clearing the air after the pestilence, he
says, ‘1 do not remember whether any was at the City
Gates, but one at the Bridge foot there was, just by St.
Magnus’ Church.’

“1 cannot imagine, Mr. Geoffrey Barbican, that in
the fearful conflagration of London, which occurred
between the night of Saturday and the morning of
Sunday, the 2nd of September, 1666, the Bridge suffered
in any proportion to the rest of the City; for I have
already shown you, from Strype’s Stow’s ¢ Survey, that
some of the original houses of King John’s time, were
subsequently standing at the Southwark end. I attri-
bute this preservation to the vacancy opposed to the
flames at the North end of the Bridge ; but as the fire
forms so memorable an epoch in the history of London,
1 shall bring before you some evidence concerning its
actual effect upon this building. ¢’Twas at still mid-
night,” says one of the most particular accounts of it
extant, ‘when all was wrapt in a peaceful silence, and
every cye shut up in quiet slumber, that this dreadfull
fire brake forth, whose hidden flames at first obscurcly
crept within close limits ; but quickly scorning to be so
confined, in a bright blaze brake openly upon us. And
now the voice of fire in every street — with horrid
emphasis, — is cchoed forth: these dreadfull screems
disturb our midnight quiet, and raise affrighted people
from their beds, who, scarce awake, all seems to he a
drecam. Each one appears but as a moving statue, as
once Lot’s wife, viewing her flaming Sodom, transformed
into & pillar: a powerfull wind aided these raging flames,
which, like a growing foe, increaseth still.” Such is the
commencement of a broadside, entitled ‘A Short Descrip-
tion of the fatal and dreadfull Burning of London;
divided into every day and night’s progression. Com-
posed by Samuel Wiseman ;' but yet this most parti-
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cular sheet relates nothing concerning the Bridge. We
have, however, some little information in a narrative
written by Thomas Vincent,—a non-conformist Ministen,
who was ejected from the living of St. Mary Magdalen,
in Milk-street ;—and called ¢ God's terrible Judgements
in the City, by Plaguc and Fire.” Now, says the Author,
it ‘rusheth down the hill towards the Bridge ; crosseth
Thames-street, invadeth St. Magnus’ Church at the
Bridge-foot ; and, though that Church werc so great,
yet it was not a sufficient barricado against this Con-
queror ; but, having scaled and taken this fort, it shoot-
eth flames with so much the greater advantage into all
places round about ; and a great building of houses upon
the Bridge is quickly thrown to the ground: then the
conqueror, being stuyed in his course at the Bridge,
marcheth back to the City again, and runs along with
great noise and violence through Thames-street, West-
ward.” The minute and pathetic narrative of the accom-
plished John Evelyn, adds nothing to these particulars;
for he says only in his ¢ Diary,” edit. 1818, vol. i. p. 875,
on September the 7th, upon the destruction of certain
houses crected about the Tower, if they had ¢taken fire
and attacked the White Tower, where the magazine of
powder lay, they would undoubtedly mot only have
beaten and estroyed all y° Bridge, but sunke and
torne the vessells in y© River.” The Report of Samuel
Pepys, in his ¢ Diary,’ already quoted, does not give us
much additional information; though he tells wus, in
vol. i. p. 445, that on the morning of the 2nd, he went
on the Tower battlements, whence he saw ¢the houses
at that end of the Bridgo all on fire; and an infinite
f eat fire on this and the other side the end of the
wsridge, which, with other people, did trouble me for,
poor little Mitchell and our Barah on the Bridge.” He
subsequently adds that the fire increased on both sides
the North end of London Bridge, but there is nothing
said farther concerning its attack upon the edifice itself.
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“ There are several prospects of this dreadful confla-
gration, though few of them are worthy of any credit,
most having been exceuted in Holland ; and it is pro-
bable, indeed, that the best was a small and spirited
etching by Wenceslaus Hollar, measuring 7 inches by
23 and inserted on the right hand side of ¢ A New and
Exact Map of Great Britaine. Published by John
Overton, at the White Horse, without Newgate, 1667.°
Single sheet. This view is taken from IHollar's old
observatory, the tower of St. Mary Overies Church ;
and represents the fire spreading furiously Westward,
whilst the Bridge appears untouched. This fine little
print you will find to be the first illustration in vol. ii,
of Mr. Crowle’s Permant, in the Print Room of the
British Muscum; and it is entitled ¢ Prospect of the
Citty of London, as it appeared in the time of its flames ;"
it has frequently sold for 10s. Gd., and sometimes for 15s.,
even without the plate it belongs to. Hollm’s long
view of the City immediately after the conflagration, 1
have already mentioned ; and in that we see with much
more certainty the actual damage sustained by our un-
happy old cdifice, in the Ruins or THE RIVER-SIDE AND
Brince arrer rur Fire. .

“The alteration appears chiefly to cousist in the de-
struction of that large square building, which terminated
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the Northern end of the Bridge; and, of course, the
entire demolition of the wooden pales and passage, which
had been erccted after the fire of 1633 ; but beyond this
the flames do not seem to have penetrated. The banks
of the River, indecd, presented a more entire picture of
ruin. Of the grand Church of St. Magnus nothing re-
mained hut some of the walls, and the buildings in front
of it were destroyed evento the water’s edge ; whilst on
the Western side of the Bridge, the Water-works and
‘Tower, numerous houses lining the River, and the ancient
edifice of Fishmongers' Hall, were reduced either to
smouldering fragments, scarccly bearing even the forms
of what they once liad been, or clse had not one stone
left upon ancther. ¢ The Long Antwerp View of Lon-
don,” which has been already so minutely described,
furnishes us with a good representation of FisunmonNcrns’
Hawrn BeFore tag Firg or 1666 ; and it appears to have

been a plain: narrow edifice, castellated and covered with
lead on the top, having two principal storics, the lower
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one of which had a kind of gallery or balcony, an orm-
ment which was very common to buildings in this part of
London. The Companies of the Salt-fish and Stock-fish
mmongers were anciently possessed of so many as six Halls ;
of which two stood in New Fish-street, now called Fish-
street Hill ; two more were in Old Fish-street, and two
others were erected in Thames-street ; in each place onc
for each Company. These, however, were all united in
the year 1536, the 28th of Henry the Eighth ; after
which they were to have but one Hall, namely, the
house given to them by Sir John Cornwall, afterwards
created Baron Fanhope, in 1427, the 6th year of Henry
VI, which I take to have been the building represented
in the print ; since Stow, in his ¢ Survey,’ vol. i. p. 499,
from whom we derive these few particulars, says that it
was ih the Parish of St. Michael, Crooked Lanc : and
adds on the preceding page, that ¢ Fishmongers’ Hall,
with other fair houses for. merchants, standcth about
midway between the Bridge foot and Ebgate, or Old
Swan-lane.” Still more brief;: however, are the notices
which he furnishes us concerming the Company’s other
Halls, which onge steod about the same spot. - ¢ On the
West side of this Ward,'—says.the old Citizen,— ¢ at the
North end of London Bridge, is a part of Thames-street,
which is also of this:Ward, to' wit, so much as of old time
was called Stock-Fishmonger Row,—a place, you will
remember, referred to in that manuscript Survey of
bndgc lJands which I some time since recited to you,—

¢ of the Stock-fishmongers dwelling there, down West to
a Water-gate, of old time called -Ebgate, since Ebgate
Lane, and now the Old Swan.” T will not enter into the
history of the Fishmongers' Company, Mr.. Barbican,
because it does not belong to our present subjeet ; and you
may read the chief particulars for yourself, in Stow’s
¢ Survey,” vol. i. p. 498, and vol. ji. p. 268 ; and shall
thercfore only add a very few particulars concerning the
present Hull. According to the splendid plan of Sir
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Christopher Wren, for adorning the banks of the Thames,
it presents to the River a handsome, though somewhat
old-fushioned front of red-brick, having the windows
ornamented with stone cases. From the wharf on which
the Shades’ Tavern is situate, a grand double flight of
stone steps leads to the chief apartments ; and the door
is decorated with Ionic columns supperting an open pedi-
ment, containing a shield with the Company’s Atms, all
of stone. I shall say nothing, however, of the handsomo
North front of this building, its spacious court-yard, and
its beautiful carved gateway in Thames-strcet ; nor yet
of the rich state chambers, their fine paintings of fish,
their massive and richly chased silver branches, their
large brazen chandeliers, the interesting relique of Sir
William Walworth, nor of the interior of the spacious
Hall. I will tell you nothing of either of these, Mr.
Geoffrey, since they cannot be observed from London
Bridge ; but hefore 1 entu'cly quit the Fishmongers, let
me observc that Strype, in his [Fifth Book of Stow's
¢ Survey, hds two very singular notices concerning them,
which [ do not remember to have scen mentioned in any
historical account of yonder passage across the Thames.
They consist of certain ancient statutes peculiar to this
Company, taken from the record called ¢ Horn,’ in the
Chamber of London ; and they state that it should be
prohibited that any Fishmonger should ¢ buy a fresh fish
before Muss at the Chapel upon the Bl'idge be celchrated s’
which Chapel, it is elsewhere stated, is one of the hounds
_beyond which no Fishmonger ought to go to buy fish.

“ I have alveady observed that Hollar'’s View of Lon-
don, after the Fire, shows the fine old Church of St.
Magnus, which we may consider the North-East boundary
of London Bridge, reduced to a pile of ruined walls ;
hayiug all those costly repairs and beautifyings, which
Stow, in his,¢ Survey,’ vol. i. p. 494, records as having
taken place from 1623 to 1629, destroyed in the flames.
Before I speuk, however, of the re-edification of this fane,
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I shall notice the means employed for that of the Bridge
itself, as they are related by the continuators of Stow in
his ¢ Survey,” vol. i. p. 62. Most of the buildings crected
upon it were, as they tcll us, totally consumed, cxcept-
ing the Chapel, and a few edifices standing on the Soath
end, of the time of King John: though this, as I have
shown you, must be erroneous. We may believe, how-
ever, from all the circumstances attendant upon the fire,
that the stone-work of the Bridge was so battered and
weakened, ¢ that it cost the Bridge-House 15004 to make
good the damage in the piers and arches, before the lease-
hoiders could attempt to rebuild the premises destroyed
by the fire.” Though ¢ the stone-work, continues this
Passage, ¢ was no sooncr secured, than a suflicient number
of tenants offered ; who conditioned with the Bridge-
House for building-leases of 61 years, at the rate of 10s.
per foot, running, yearly, and to build after such & form
and substantial manner as was prescribed.” This was so
rapidly carried into cffect, that in five ycars the North
end was all completely finished, with houses four stories
high, and a strcet of 20 feet in breadth between them,
measuring from side to side. To make the South end
cqually perfect, however, and, at the same time, to
equalize the rent of the whole, required the invention of
some expedient ; since the older buildings were alrcady
leased to several tenants, with longer and shorter portions
of their time yct to clupse, whilst the leases of others
weare entirely expired, To arrange all these with pro-
priety, the Lord Mayor, Aldcrmen, and Commonalty,
who were appointed for the letting of tho Bridge-House
lands, with the assistance of Mr. Philip Odde, then
Clerk Comptroller of those estates, took the following
method.  For the first class of tenants, they measured
the number of feet in the front of each house; and
ascertained the amount of rent, and the time of the lease
yet unexpired : whilst a sccond and third classes were
formed of those whosc leases were nearly out, or entirely
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finished. To such as had the longest term to rum, a
moderate time was added, with an abatement of rent
answerable to the cost of re-crecting their buildings, in
uniformity with those at the North end. Of the tenants
whose Jeases were nearly expired, and who were unable
to build, they were redecined for valuable considerations ;
the dilapidated stone-work for the new bhuildings was
then repaired by the City, at an expense of nearly10004 ;
and in about four or five ycurs the whole cdifice was
completed.

“ We are not, however, now informed of any repair
of the Draw-Bridge, although it certainly existed until
the great alteration of 1758 ; but, probably, cven long
before this time, had ceased to be of any great utility.
You may sce, in Stow’s historical notices of Quecenhithe,
(vide his ¢ Survey,” vol. i. p. 697-—=700,) that in the reign
of King Henry 1II. ships and boats laden with corn and
fish for sale, were compelled to pass beyond the Bridge to
that most ancient wharf and market. In 1463, however,
the third yeur of King Edward 1V., the same authority
inforts us that the market at Queenhithe was * hindered
by rcason of the slackuness of drawing up of London
Bridge,” which scems to infer some difticulty in raising it
even at that period ; fresh ordinances being then made
to causc vesscls with provisions to proceed up the River.
I cannot, lowever, tell yon at what time the Draw-
Bridge was made wholly stationary ; though it scems
not to have been till after the publication of the last
ancient cdition of Stow’s ¢ Survey,” in 1633, fol., as, in
Strype’s excellent new one, of 1720, vol. i. book i. p. 58,
he adds some notices of the arches, in which occurs the
following passage. ¢ I'wo of these arches are much
lurger than the rest, viz. that over which is the Draw-
Bridge; and the other called the Simile Lock. These
were for the use of greater vessels that went through
Bridge Westward. The Draw-Bridge formerly was,
upon such occasions, taken up ; but now-a-days never,
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but when it wants repairing.” The additions of Richard
Bloome also, on p. 56 in the same volume, furnish us
with several particulars of these arches, which 1 shall
introduce to you in this place, because they apply,
almost cqually, both to the Bridge before the Fire, and
to the ancient appearance of the present one. ¢ There
were,’ says he, ¢three vacancies, with stone walls, and
iron grates,—rather rails,—*¢over them, on cither side,
opposite to each other; through which grates, people, as
they pass over the Bridge, may take a view of the River
both East and West ; and also may go aside, more to
each side, out of the way of carts and coaches, the passage
being but narrow, and not only troublesome but danger-
ous. These three vacancies are over three of the middle
arches, for all the picrs are not of a like thickness, nor
stand at equal distance one from the other; for under
those threc vacancies are much wider than the rest, and
are called the navigable locks, because vessels of con-
siderable burthen may pass through them. One of these
is near unto the second gate, and is called the Rock
Lock. The sccond is under the second vacancy, and is
calied the Draw-Bridge Lock. And the third is near
the Chapel, and is called St. Mary’s Lock. There is a
fourth hetween St. Magnus’ Church and the first vacancy,
and is called the King's Lock, for that the King in his
passage through Bridge, in his barge, gocs through this
lock.” In Strype’s additions to these particulars, which
1 have already referred to, he says, ¢ The two Arches
next London are now stopped up for the use of the Water-
mills, but without any prejudice to the current of the
Thames. The third arch on the Southwark side is
seldom, and very rarcly, passed through, becausc of a
rock grown there a little to the East, which is visible at
low water. This rock hath been observed this many a
year, and is called the IRork Lock. The reparation of
these arches, and the striking down piles for sccuring
them, is continuel, and men are kept on purpose to take
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care of it, and to do it. Whereof they have two Master-
workmen, viz. a Hcad-Carpenter, — whose name in
Strype's time was Wise,—* and a Head-Mason, Whose
office it is to look after the Bridge under the Bridge-
Masters.” The common report of the rock growing
beneath the water, under one of the Arches of London
Bridge, is, however, one of those popular traditions which
are generally to be found connected with almost every
cdifice, cngendered partly by ignorance, and partly by
the desire mentioned by the Indian in Robinson Crusoe,
¢ Tomake the great wonder look!” ¢We have been
assured,’ says the Rcv. John Motley, in ¢ Seymour’s
Survey of London,’ vol. i. p. 48, ¢ by a person of great
veracity as well as curiosity, that a friend of his, in the
the ycar 1715, when the tide was so kept back that many
people walked over the river, went near enough te
examine this, and found it to be stones joined together
with cement, and iron in some places; and therefore
supposed it was part of an arch that had formerly been
broken down, and never since removed.' 1t has been
generally believed, that these ruins were the fragments
of the two arches, and the Bridge-gate, which, as T have
rclated to you, fell down in the yecar 1437 : and which,
having now lain nearly four centurices, and been increased
by the deposits which millions of tides have cast upon
them, have hecome almost as impenetrable as a solid
rock, and the arch, therefore, retains its ancient name.
Such was London Bridge after it was rebuilt, ¢ peopled,
—as Evclyn says of the City, but a very few days after
the fire,—* with new shops, noisc, and business, not to
say vanity.,’—¢ A Bridge,” cxclaims Richard Bloome, in
his continuations to Stow, vol. i. p. 499, ¢ not inferior to
eny in Europe for its length, bLreandth, and buildings
thereon, being sustained by, nineteen great stone arches,
sccured by piles of timber drove to the bottom of the
river, having o Draw-Bridge towards Southwark, as also
strong gates; and, by its houses built thercon on both
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sides, it secmeth rather a street than a Bridge, being now
garnished with good timber buildings, which are very
well inhabited by sufficient tradesmtn, who have very
considerable denlings, as being so great a thoroughfare
from Seuthwark into London.’

“ Whilst I am mentioning this praisc of London Bridge,
1 may express my wonder that Michael Drayton, in his
¢ Poly-Olbion,” London, 1613, folio, says so little con-
cerning it, whilst John Sclden, in his very learncd notes
to that poemn, wholly omits it.  As I purpose next to say
a few words touching the vebuilding of St. Magnuy'
Church, 1 will close this part of our Bridge history by
repeating Drayton’s verses from Song xvii. p. 259: where,
speaking of the Thames, he says,—

¢ Then goes he on along by that more beauteous strand,

Expressing both the wealth and brauery of the land ;

——— So many sumptuous bow’rs, within so little space,

The all-beholding sun searee sees in all s 1ace :—

And on by London leads, which hike a erescent lics,

Whose windowes scem to mock the star-befreckled skies:

Besides her 118ing spyres, so thick themscelues that show,

As doe the bristhng recdes within his banks that growe :

There sces his erowded whaifes, and people-pester’d shores,

His bosome overspread with shoales of labouring oares ;

With that most costly Bridge, that doth him wost renowne,

® By which he dealy puts all other Riuneis downe.”

£ Bloome, the continuator of Stow, to whose labours
we are in general little less indebied than we are to
those of the old historian himself, gives us hut few par-
ticulars concerning the rebuilding of St. Magnus’ Church;
stating only that it was cvected of free-stone, with ‘a
tower and steeple of curious workmanship; to which
Church,” he adds, is united the arish of St. Margaret,
New Fish-street, that Church not being rebuilt.” New-
court, in his account of the Rectory of St. Magnus, says
likewise very little as to its history ; though he tells us,
that when the Parishes were united, the yearly value of
them was made 170l, whereas, in 1632, that of St.
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Magnus amounted only to 83/., and that of St. Margaret
to 707 : and he states also that part of their Church,
before it was rebuilt, was laid into the street, for en-
larging the passage. We have, however, a very fair
though bricf description of the new Church of St. Mag-
nus, in the * Memoirs of the Life and Works of Sir
Christopher Wren,” by James Elmes ; London, 1823, 4to,
PP- 357, 490 ; wherein he states that it was begun in
1676, and that the lofty tower, lanthorn, cupola, and
spire, were added in 1705. It is then, as all may see for
themselves, an elegant and substantial (hurch, built of
stone and oak timber, covered with lead and crowned
with a handsome lofty steeple, consisting of a tower, a
lanthorn containing ten bells, and a cupola surmounted
by a well-proportioned spire. The interior measuring
90 feet in length, 59 in breadth, and 41 in height, is
divided into a nave and two aisles, by colamns, and an
-cntablature of the Ionic order ; whilst the roof, over the
nave, is cameraied, and coriched with arches of fret-
work, exceuted in stucco. For the monuments, epitaphs,
and benefactors of this Church, hoth ancient and modern,
I must refer you to Strype’s Stow, vol. i., p. 494; and
will mention only the gift of the clock by Sir Charles
Duncom), in the ycar 1700, at the cost of 435/ bs. 4d,
The dial of this clock was formerly ornamented with
several richly gilded figures, which have since been re-
moved ; but a view of the Church, before the archway
was opeunced, —of which we shall speak hereafter,—
having also the clock in its original state, will be found
in Stow's ¢ Survey,’ at my last reference, and in Mait-
land’s ¢ History of London,’ vol. ii., p. 1124. T'radition
says, that it was erected in consequence of a vow
made by the donor, who, in the carlier part of his life,
had once to wait a considgrable time in a cart upon
London Bridge, without heing able to learn the hour,
when he made a promise, that if ever he became success-
ful in the world, he would give to that Church a public



336 CHRONICLES OF [a.p.

clock, and an hour-glass, that all passengers might sce
the time of day. There is in the ¢ Protestant Mercury,’
of Scptember the 11th, 1700, the following rather curious
mention of this clock: ¢ On Monday last, the Right
Honourable the Lord Mayor, accompanicd by the wor-
shipful Aldermen and Sheriffs, went, with the usual for-
malities, to proclaim Southwark fair ; after which they
were nobly entertained at the Bridge House, according
to an ancicnt annual custom., In their passing by St.
Magnus' Church, they were presented with a view of
that noble and magnificent Diul erccted at the West end,
at the charge®of the gencrous Sir Charles Duncomb,
which equalizing, if not exceeding, all others of that
kind, scems to answer the design of the donor.” 'This
donation is also recorded upon the clock itself ; for upon
a small metal plate, shaped Iike a shield, and silvered,
screwed to the interior, are engraven the giver's arms—a
chevron between three talbots’ heads crased,—with the-
following inscription: ¢ The gift of Sir Charles Dun-
comb, Knight, Lord Mayor, and Alderman of this Ward,
Langley Bradley fecit, 1709 The same liberal Citizen
also presented the modern fane of St. Magnus with an
organ, of which the ¢Spectator,’ of Fcbruary the 8th,
1712, thus speaks: ¢ Whereas Mr, Abrahamm Jordan,
senior and junior, have with their own hauds, joynery
excepted, made and crected a very large organ in St.
Magnus’ Church, at the foot of London Bridge, con-
sisting of four sets of keys, one of which is adapted to
the art of emitting sounds by swelling notes, which
never was in any organ hefore; this instrument will be
publicly opened on Sunday next; the performance by
Mr. John Robinson. The above-said Abraham Jordan
gives notice to all masters and performers, that he will
attend every day next week at the said Church, to
accommodate all those gentlemen who shall have a cu-
riosity to hear it.” I will conclude those notices by re’er-
ring you to Malcolm’s ¢ Londinum Redivivum,’ vol. iv.,
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pp.30—35, where you will find several other particulars
concerning St. Magnus.

 Upon the rebuilding of London, after the Great Fire,
it was the proposal of Sir Christopher Wren to form a
grand quay, or esplanade, from the foot of London Bridge
to the Temple; of which scheme there is the fullest
information, from au original manuscript, in Mr. Elmes’s
¢ Memoirs,” pp. 270 to 284, Notes. It was proposed that
the Quay should be 40 feet in width, between the Thames
and the houses on its hanks; and, in the year 1670, a
petition from the inhabitants of this part of London was
presented to the Privy Council, stating that it would be
of great detriment to them if such way or wharf should
not he carricd into effect, from London Bridge to Bride-
well Dock, the petitioners having ecommenced their several
houses nearthe Bridge, as well as the pipes and engines
of the Water-House.  Of the ancient Water-1Touse at
this place, I have already given you some idea; but 1
may observe, from the authority last cited, that its sup-
plies were constantly defiled by the public drains, and
other offensive buildings erected upon this spot.  Not-
withstanding that the Commissioners of Scwers had
ordered their removal, and the King’s Surveyor General
had directed that no such contagious places should be
constructed here, even :o late as 1670 they had been
again renewed, polluting both the water and the passage
across the Thames.  In consequence of the petition, Sir
Christopher Wyen, assisted by the City Surveyors,
inspected the whole line of the intended wharf; and his
report was :—That the houses then begun to be built
fronting the Thames, which were not a third in number
of what the range would contain, were, in general, con-
formable to the act, as to their heing 40 feet distant from
the River, and that some of them towards the Bridge
were not ungraceful, but that others were unequally low,
aud, as well as the warchouses, irregularly built ; whilst
some habitations were constructed only of board, The

z
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Quay hetween the row of houses and the River, which
should have becn left open for passage, was everywhere
enclosed cither with pales or brick walls; and covered
with stacks of timber, faggots, and coals. The cranes
crected West of the Bridge, he states to be unhandsome,
and larger than were required, boarded down to the
ground, and having warehouses benencath them. The
old towers of Baynard’s Castle, he observes, were also
still standing upon the wharf ; the walls, wharfings, and
landing-stairs, were, for the most part, unrepaired ; and,
in some places, the Quay was likely to be broken by
bridges and docks. Sir Christopher’s report also men-
tions numerous other obstacles, in consequence of which,
their immediate removal was ordered, and the construc-
tion of the Quay dirccted, by an Act of Parliament, in
the 22nd of Charles 1., 1670, ¢. 11, sec. "xliv. —'{hx. H
as well as by a patent plLss(d in the ycar following.

“The impediments to this desngn, however, were
never cntirely removed ; and, in modern times, their
number has considerably mclcasul. Of thesc, Calvert’s
Brewery is one of the most prominent, which is supposed
to occupy the exact site of the mansion anciently called
Cold Harbour, where it now forms the two sides of
Champion-lane, formerly called Quay-Wharf-lane,
which, with All-hallows and Red-bull lanes, was once
open to the river. The last important remains of Sir
Christopher’s grand Civie esplanade was shown in a line
of wharf 10 feet in width, and extending from London
Bridge to the Steelyard, entitled New Quay; and it
may be secn in the plans in Strype’s ¢ Stow’s Survey,’
vol. i, pp. 486, 510 ; and in Maitland’s ¢ History,” vol.ii.,
pp- 790, 1046, '

“ The Act of Parliament which I have recently cited,
also contains a very considerable portion of information
relative to the new buildings of London; and from
section liii. we learn, that.the Water-House at London
Bridge was not rencwed at the time of its being passed,
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though in the Act for rebuilding London, passed in 1667,
the 19th of Charles IT., chap. 3, sect. xli., it is ordained:
¢ that it shall and may be lawful for the Water-House,
called Mr. Thomas Morris his Water-House, formerly
adjoining to London Bridge, to be rebuilt upon the place
it formerly stood, with timber, for the supplying the
South side of the City with water, as it for almost an
hundred years hath done.” Most of the ancient engrav-
ings of London Bridge, after the Fire, present us with a
view of this Water-Ilouse, by which it appears that it
was a lofty narrow wooden  building, standing close to
the North West corner of the Bridge. On its Western
side, a flight of stairs led down to the river; and its
front looked on to the wooden stage which supported
the Water-wgrks.  Strype, in his ¢ Stow’s Survey,’ vol. i.
p. 500, says, that ¢ by whecls, iron chains, &c., it drinketh,
or rather forceth up water through leaden pipes to the
top, where there is a cistern, and from thence descendeth
in other leaden pipes to the bottom, and thence, received
by other pipes, is conveyed under the pavements of the
streets, and so serveth many families in this part of the
City with water; who have branches, or small pipes,
laid from the main ones unto their houses, to their great
convenience, and no small profit to the City." In the
very amusing ¢ Voyages” of Mons. Aubri De la Motraye,
Hague, 1727-32, {ol., vol. iii., pp. 360-362, and plate iv.,
we have an engraving of the intcrior mechanism of a
public fire-engine erected near this building, with an
account of the means employed in it for raising of the
water. One of the most picturesque and interesting
representations of this modern Warer-House At Lon-
pox Brivee (See the engraving on the mext page)
is contained in a serics of five views by 8. and N. Buck,
which forms a sort of panoramic prospect of London,
from Westminster to below the Tower ; each being taken
from a different point of observation. They are dated
Soptember- the 11th, 1749, and the Bridge as it then
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appeared, covered with buildings, forms a very prominent
feature. I have to add only, that you will find a set of
these prints in volume xiii. of Mr, Crowle’s Illustrated
Penuant in the British Museum.”

““ Well, Master Barnaby,” said I, as well as I was able
for yawning, ¢ though you can find no more to say about
this Water-Iouse, T must add a few fragments which
would otherwise be lost ; cven ag the song says,

¢ Mister Speaher, thongh s late,
T wust Iengthen the debate.’
I have been informed, upon the evidence of a very
ancient servant of the present London Bridge, that the
water rosc in this Tower to the height of 128 feet,
through a pipe o 12 inclfes in calibre, often bringing
¥ very finc fish up with it; and that from beneath the
cistern at the top, issued nine main pipes which supplied
all London. As the particular direction of cach of these
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pipes was, of course, entirely differcnt, in the event of a
firc all of them were stopped, excepting the one which
led immediately through that district; and thus the
whole weight of water was thrown towards any place
desired.  From the same source, 1 have also received a
curious and very particular drawing upon vellum, in
colours, representing the North end of London Bridge,
the Water-House and works, and the directions of the
pipes issuing thercfrom, taken from actual menasurement,
mnd executed, as 1 should suppose, before the fire by
which they were destroyed, on Sunday, October the
31st, 1779 ; but this view shall be referred to hereafter.
The fire' to which T have alluded, brake out in the
warehouse of Messrs. Judd and Sanderson, Ilop Mer-
chants, at the foot of London Bridge, and having speedily
communicated to the Water-works, in less than an hour
they were reduced nearly to a level with the river. The
wooden Water-tower having heen pitched but a few days
before, all the efforts of its engines were, therefore,
incffectual. But enough of water, Mr. Postern: what
say you to another draught of sack, and then another
spell at the history of London Bridge itsel{?”

“Ilike your motion mightily,” replied my companion,
“ and, once more, here’s yonr health. In speaking of
the Great Fire of Londou, its conscequences, and the new
buildings to which it gave birth, T have brought forward
many fragments of our Bridge annals, and anticipated
several events, because 1 wished to draw my information
as much as possible into one focus. We next pass to the
year 1669, though I should not mention to you the short
notice of London Bridge by Lorenzo Magalotti, which
occurs in ¢ The Travels of Cosmo I11., Grand Duke of
Tuscany, through England, during the reign of King
Charles 11., 1669, London, 1821, uarto; but that it .
affords something like a proof that the destruction occa-
sioned by the Fire of London was not exteusive, so far as
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it regarded this building, which by that time seems to
have been repaired. You will find the passage at page
317, and it runs thus. ¢On the morning of the 27th’'—
of May,—*aftcr hearing Mass, his Highness went through
the City as far as London Bridge, on which are erected
many large buildings, almost half of which escaped the
fire there ; and those which were consumed have been
rebuilt of smaller size, the upper part being used as
dwellings, and the lower part as Mercers' shops, all of
which are abundantly filled with goods of various sorts.
We crossed the Bridge with some difficulty, owing to
the number of carts which are constantly pussing and re-
passing.” Ife then proceeds to speak of the Marshalsea,
the prisoners of which, he adds, have liberty to take a
walk over the Bridge, their promise being fizst taken that
they will not pass the limits, which they very rarely
infringe.

“ Having mentioned to you, Mr. Geoffrey, several
fanous Frosts which occurred in the earlier periods of our
history, T must not omit to notice that which overspread
the Thames from the beginning of Decemnber, 1683, until
the 5th of February, 1684, ¢ It congealed the River
Thamcs,’—says Maitland, in his ¢ History,” vol. i. p. 484,
—to that degree, that another City, as it were, was
crected thereon ; where, by the great number of strects,
and shops, with their rich furniture, it represented a great
fair, with a variety of carriages, and diversions of all sorts ;
and, near Whitehall, a whole ox wa# roasted on the ice.”
Evelyn, however, who was an eye-witness of this scenc,
furnishes the most extraordinary account of it in his
¢ Diary,” vol. i. p. 568 ; where, on January the 24th,
1684, he observes that [ the frost continuing more and
more scvere, the I'haincs before London was still planted
with boothes in formal strectes, all sorts of trades and

‘ﬁhopa furnish’d, and full of commodities, even to a print-
ing-presse, w\]wre the people and ladyes took a flucy to
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have their names printed, and the day and yecare set
down when printed on the Thames: this humour tooke
so universally, that ‘twas estimated the printer gain’d
5l. a day, for printing a line, only, at sixpence a name,
besides what he got hy ballads, &c. Coaches plied from
Westmiuster to the 'Temple, and from several other staires
to and fro, as in the streetes ; sleds, sliding with skeetes,
a bull-baiting, horse and coach races, puppet-plays, and
interludes, cookes, tipling, and other lewd places, so that
it seem’d to be a bacchanalian triumph, or carnival on
the water.””

¢ It is singular, Master Postern,” said I, as he finished
this extract, “ that the author whom you have now
quoted, never once mentions that King Charles the Se-
cond visited these diversions, and cven had his name
printed on the ice, with those of several other personages
of the Royal Family. The author of some curious
verses, entitled, ¢ Thamasis’s Advice to the Painter, from
her Frigid Zone; or Wonders upon the Water. Lon-
don: Printed by G. Croom, on the River of Thames,’ 74
lines, small folio, half sheet, says,

¢ Then draw the King, who on his Leads doth stay,
To see the T'hrong as on a Lord Mayor's day,
And thus unto his Nobles picas'd to suy ;
With these Men on this Tee, 1'd undertahe
To causc the Turk all Kurope to forsake :
An Army of these Men, wrm'd and compleat,
Would roon the 7'urk in Christendom defeat.’

“ The original of this poem is in the posscssion of
my friend, Mr. William Upcott, of the London Institu-
tion, whose invaluable collection of rarities can also
boast one of -the very papers on which the King and his
royal companions had their names printed ! This truly
intcresting document consists of a quarter sheet of
coarse Dutch paper, on which, within a type border,
measufing 31 inches by 4, are the magnificent names of
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CHARLES, KING.
JAMES, DUKEF.
KATHARIRE, QUEEN.
MARY, DUTCHESS,
ANN, PRINCESSE.
GRORGE, PRINCE.
HANS IN KELDER.

l

London : Pinted by G. Croo.m, on the ICE, on
the River of Thames, January 31,1684,

EEHE S ENNP YK
ERAFAVOTERCA R

Y L L I TTIY I

 Iere, then, we have King Chardes the Sccond ; his
brother James, Duke of York, afterwards James the
-Second ; Queen Catherine, Infunta of Portugal ; Mary
D’Este, sister of Francis, Duke of Modena, James's
Second Duchess ; the Princess Anne, second daughter of
the Duke of York, afterwards Queen Annc ; and her
husband, Prince George of Denmark : and the last name,
which T think was doubtless a touch of the King’s
humour, signifies ¢ Jack in the Cellar, alluding to the
pregnant situation of Anne of Denmark. 'This most
remarkable paper may, with great probability, be consi-
dered unique ; and not to inention several of a similar
naturc containing common names, I may notice to you
that there is in the same collection ancther bearing the
noble titles of ¢ Henry, Earl of Clarendon,” son 6f the
Chancellor ; * Flora, Countess of Clarendon,” and ¢ Ed-
ward, Lord Cornbury.” The date of this is February 2,
and I will cunclude these notices of printing on the ice
by some lines from the poem I have alreud) quoted
which tell its readers .

- to the Priné-house go,
‘Where Men the Art of Printing soou do know 5 -
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W hero, for a Teaster, you may have your Nume

Printed, hercafter for to shew the same ; R
And sure, in former Ages, ne'er was found,

A Press to print, where men so oft were dround " **

“I am verymuch bounder®o you, honest Mr. Geoffrey,”
recommenced the Antiquary, as 1 concluded, “ for these
most appropriate andinteresting illustrations: for although
the sports of this frost can hardly be said to form an
immediate portion of the history of London Bridge, yet
so memorable an cvent on the Thames well deserves
some pains to be bestowed in recording it.

 The principal scene of this Blanket-Fair, indeed,—
for so the tents and sports on the Thames were denomi-
nated,—was opposite to the Temple stairs, for few, or
none, of the festivities approached very near to London
Bridge; as we arc informed by the many rude but euri-
ous memorials of it which are yet in existence.  One of
the most interesting of these is an original und spirited,
though unfinished, sketch in pencil, slightly shaded with
Indian ink ; supposed to have been the production of
Thowmas Wyck, an artist particularly eminent for his
views at this period. In the right hand corner, at the
top, the drawing is dated in an ancient hand, ¢ Munday,
February the 4 : 1683-4 ;" and it consists of a view down
the River from the Ten ple-stairs to London Bridge, the
buildings of which are faintly seen in the back-ground.
In front appear various groups of figures, and a side
prospect of that -line of :tents which stretched all across
the Thames, known during the frost by the name of
Temple-strect. You will find this drawing in vol. viii.
of Mr. Crowle's Illustrated Pennant, in the British Mu-
seum, pfter p. 262; and it measures 28 inches by 9§,
Gongh, in his ¢ British Topography,’ vol. i., pp. 731,

* 784*, mentions several othes publications illustrative of
this frost, some of which are also in the same volume of
Mr. Crowle’s’ Pennant, and the principal particulars of

- them I shell give you briefly in the following list.
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¢ A large copper-plate, 201 inches by 162, entitled, ¢ A Map of
the River Thaes, mertily call’d Blanket Fair, as it was frozen in
the memorable year 1683-4, deseribing the booths, footpaths,
coaches, sledges, bull-byiting, and other remarks upon that famous
river.’ Dedicated to Sir Lienry @ulse, Kut, and Lovd Mayor, by
James Moxon, the Fugraver.

“ A large and coarse engraving on wood, ropresenting the sports,
tents, and buildings on the ice, taken from opposite the Temple
buildings, which are shown in the back-ground ; benecath are 106
lines of very inferior verse, and the title :—¢ A truc description of
Blanket-Fair, npon the River Thames, in the time of the great
Frost, in the year of our Lord 1683." Broadside sheet, 12§ inches
by 104.

 “Wonders on tho deep, or the most cxact description of the
frozen river of Thames; also what was remarkably observed
thercon in the last great frost, which began about the middle of
December, 1683, and ended the 8th of Febiuary following @ to-
gether with a brief Chrouology of all the memaoable strong frosta
for alnost 60 years, and what happened in the Northern kingdoms.’
A wood-cut,

¢ ¢ A wonderfull fair, or a fair of wonders; being o new and
true illustration and deseription of the several things acted and
done on the river of Thames in the time of the terrible frost, which
began about the beginning of Dec. 1683, and contiuued till Feb. 4,
and lheld on with such violence that men and beasts, coaches and
sledges, went common thereon. There was also a strect of booths
from the Temple to Svuthwark, where was sold all -orts of goods :
likewise bull-baiting, and an ox rvasted whole, and many other
things, as the map and deseription do plainly show.” Engraved
and printed on a sheet, 1684.

¢ A volume of coarse and worthless narratives, entitled, ¢ An
hictorical account of the Late Great Frost, in which are discovered,
in several Comical Relations, the various Humours, Loves, Cheats,
und Intreagues of the Town, as the same were managed upon the
River of Thames during that season.” London, 1684. 12mo.

¢« ¢ T'reezland-Fair, or the Tcey Bear Garden,” 1682,

¢ ¢ News from the Thames ; or the frozen Thames in tears.
January, 1683-4." Half sheet ; folio.

¢ ¢ A winter wonder, or the Thawes frozen over ; with remarks
on thie resort there,” 1684,

“¢A strange and wonderfull relation of many .remarkable
damages sustained, both at sen and land, by the present unparalleled
Frost.! Tondon, 1684. Half shect, small folio, 2 pages.

¢ Notwithstanding the admiration with which London
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Bridge had long been regarded, on account of its appear-
ance as an actual street over the Thames ; in 1685 its very
confined limits scemn to have attracted attention, and to
have produccd at least somegvhat of feformation. There
is a tradition extant, though I have not as yet been able
to trace it to any printed authority, that the cross over
the dome of St. Paul’s having heen cast in Southwark,
the street of London Bridge was too narrow, and its
numerous arches too low, to allow of it being that way
brought into the City : and Hatton, in his ¢ New View
of London,’ vol. ii., p. 791, shows us that in his time the
enlurging of the Bridge was recorded upon the North side
of the Nonesuch House, in the following inseription :—

¢ Anno MDCLXXXYV,, Fr l.'luMo Jrcont 11, Rras,
This Strect was opened and enlaurged from 12, to the
width of 20 foot :

Sir James Smiin, Kniena, Torn Mavor.’ b

¢ Kven until the time, however, when London Bridge
was cntirely cleared of its houses, the street over it has
always heen described as dark, marrow, and dangerous.
¢ The houses on cach side,/—says Pennant, p. 320,—
¢ overhung, and leaned in a most terriic manner. In
most places they hid .the arches, and nothing appeared
but the rude picrs.—I well remember the street on Lon-
don Bridge, narrow, darksome, and dangerous to passen-
gers, from the multitude of carriages : frequent arches of
strong timber crossing the street,from the topsof the houses
to keep them together, and from falling into the river,
Nothing but use could preserve the repose of the inmatcs,
who soon grew deaf to the noise of falling waters, the
clamors of watermen, or the frequent shrieks of drown-
ing wretches. Most of the houses were tenanted by pin
or necdle-makers, and economical ladies were wont to
drive from the St. Jumes’s end of the town to make cheap
purchases.’

“ The ¢ New and Universal Ilistory, Description, and
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Survey of the Cities of London and Westminster, the
Borough of Southwark, and their adjacent parts,” by
Walter Harrison, Lond. 1776, folio, furnishes some few
additional features o thissegie : although the work itself
is, perhaps, anything but reputable ; being chicfly a com-
pilation from Stow and Strype, without much acknow-
ledgment of the originals. Some particulars of London
Bridge, however, the compiler himsclf actually knew,
and on p. 24, he says,—* Across the middle of the street
there were several lofty arches, extending from one side
to the other, the hottom part of cach arch terminating at
the first story, and the upper part reaching near t]u, top
of the huildings. These arches were designed to support
the houses on ecach side’the street, and were thercfore
formed of strong timbers bolted into the houses, which,
being covered with lath and plaster, appeared as if built
wigh stone.’ The Rev. J. Motley, in his ¢ Seymour’s
Survey of London,” vol. i. p. 48, also says,—‘ On each
side, hetween the honses, are left three vacancies opposite
to each other, two with stone walls, upon which are iron
rails, that people passing along may take a view of the
river Kast and West, and may also step out of the way
of carts and coaches, the passage being formerly very
narrow, and the floors of the houses that lay across the
streets being low, they not only rendered those places
dark, but likewise obstructed the free passage of carts, if
they were loaded any way high, and coaches, so that they
could not pass by one another, which oftentimes ocea-
sioned great stops upon the Bridge, and was a great
hindranceto passengers.” As there was no regular foot-
way over the Bridge, it was therefore the most usual and
safest custom to follow a carriage which might be pass-
ing across it. The brief notice of London Bridge in
Hoffman’s ¢ Lexicon Universale’ is not worth repeating,
but you will find it in vol. iii., p. 833, col. i. character
&: and though a much better account of it in 1697 appears
- in Motraye’s ¢ Voyages,” vol. i., p. 150, it contains nothing
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new. He calls it ¢ one of the strongest buildings which
he had seen in this nation.’

“ A very melancholy instance of suicide which took
place in April, 1689, bears testimony to the power of
the torrent at London Bridge at that period ; and you
will find it recorded in that very interesting work, entitled
¢ The Travcls and Memoirs of Sir John Rereshy, Baronet,’
best edition, with a Preface by Edmund Loedge, Ksq.,
London, 1813, 8vo, p. 406.—° About this time,'—says
the Author of this volume,—* a very sad accident
happened, which, for a while, was the discourse of the
whole town : Mr. Temple, son to Siv William Temple,
who had married a French lady with 20,000 pistoles; a
sedate and accomplished young gentleman, who had
lately by King William been made Secretary of War
took a pair of oars, and drawing near the Bridge, leapt
into the Thames and drowned himsclf, leaving a note
behind him in the boat, to this effect : My folly in under-
taking what 1 could not perform, whereby some mis-
fortunes have befallen the King’s serviee, is the fcause of
my putting myself to this sudden end; I wish him
suceess in all his undertakings, and a better servant.’
Pennant, in repeating this ancedote in his ¢ Account of
London,” p. 823, adds that it took place on the 14th of
April ; that the unhappy suicide loaded his pockets with
stones to destroy all chance of safety; and that his
father’s false and profane reflection on the occasion was,
¢ that a wisc man might dispose of himsclf, and malke his
life as short as he pleased !

“ From a very remote period, the City of London has
protected the persons and property of its Orphans ; and
so early as the ycur 1391 the Orphans’ Fund was
possessed of very considerable wealth, siuce the sum of
2000 marks, or 1333/, Gs. 84., was then borrowed from
it to procure corn during a dearth. In the year 1693,
the City stood indebted to the same source, as well as to
other creditors, in the amount of 747,500, and anAct
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of Parliagent was at lengthprocured, establishing a fund
for their re-payment; by which all the City estates,
excepting those belonging to the Hospitals, London Bridge,
and such places as were liable to its repairs, were charged
with raising the annual sum of 80007. clear of all deduc-
tions, as a perpetual deposit for paying an interest of 4
per cent. to the said eveditors.  The act itselfis in vol. iii.
of Owen Ruffhead’s ¢ Statutes at Large,” London, 1770,
4to, the 5th of William and Mary, 1694, chap. x. scet. 2,
In which year also, during the Mayorulty of Sir William
Ashurst, the Common Council passed an Act, on
Wednesday the 15th of June, that as the cnsuing Mid-
summer day, the time for delivering the Bridge-House
accounts, would fall on a Sunday, for ever after, in such
a case, they were to be delivered the next day following.
An original copy of which Act is in the xxv.th volume
of London Tracts in the British Museum, folio.

“ 1 have already mentioned several particulars of the
Bridge-House revenucs, and the salavies of the Wardens
at various periods ; and T shall now show you the ancient
estimation of several other offices of the same establish-
ment. In the xxviii.th volume of Londou Tracts last
cited, is a folio shect, entitled ¢ A List of the Roows and
Offices hought and sold in the City of London ;’ the total
amount of which is 145,586 ; and there occur in it the
following valuations of places belonging to the Bridge.
¢ 1 Clerk of the Bridge-House, 1250/.—2 Carpenters of
the Bridge-House, 2001, each.—1 Mason of the Bridge-
House, 200/.—1 Plasterer to the Bridge-Ilouse, 200/.—
lgPavicr to the Bridge-House, 250{.—1 Plummer to the
Bridge-House, 2500.—2 Porters of the Bridge-House,
100/, cach.—1 Purveyor of the Bridge-House, 2000.—
1 Shotsman of the Bridge-House, 200" The whole of
this list is also printed in Motley's ¢ Seymour’s Sarvey
of London,’ vol. i. p. 261 : and at the end of the original
is the following note, more particularly fixing the time
when these offices were held in such estimation. ¢ Where-
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as, James Whiston, in a late¢ book, intituled ¢ England’s
Calamities Discovered, &e.—London, 1696; 4to,—* set
forth the mischicvous consequences of buying and selling
places in Cities, States, and Kingdoms: and the discovery
of the discasc being the first step towards the cure; for
that end some persons, well-affected to the government
of this City and Kingdom, have taken great pains to find
out the number and value of y* places bought and sold
within this City; which are to y* hest information that
can at present be got, as followeth.—And now, pledge
me once more, Mr. Geoffrey Barbican, in a farewcll
libation to the seventecnth century, for this notice brings
us down to the year 1701.”

“ Marry, Sir, and I’'m heartily glad on’t,” said 1, * for
I began to be like honest Bunyau’s Pilgrims on ¢ the
Enchanted Ground,” and to have much ado to keep my
eyes open : but as 1 now really think there is some little
prospect that your tale will have an end, I shall do mine
endeavour to he wakeful durving the next century and a
quarter, which you have yet to lecturc upon. And, in
the meanwhile, like Peter the Ziegenhirt, in Otmar’s
German story, which gave Geoffrey Crayon the idea of
Rip Van Winkle, 1 shall take another dranght of the
wine-pitcher ; and so once again, Mr. Barnaby, here’s to
you.”

¢ My most hearty thanks arc yours,” replied he, * and
let me add, for your consolation, that 1 really have com-
paratively but little fo say in the next century ; for a
great portion of it was occupied in doubting whether the
Bridge would stand, in surveying its buildings, in repaig-
ing it, in disputing concerning the erection of a new one,
in receiving the reports of architeets, and in adopting
schemes for its alteration.

“ The year 1701 may besconsidered as the important
period, when the Water-works at London Bridge began
to advance towards that extent and power at which they
afterwards arrived. Pcter Moris, the original inventor,
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had a lease from the City for 500 yenrs, paying 10s. of
yearly rent for the use of the Thames water, one arch of
the Bridge, and a placc on which he might erect his mill,
The Citizens soon experiencing the henefit of his inven-
tion, granted him, two years after, a similar lease for a
socoml arch, b_y which his wealth considerably increased ;
and, with various improvements, the property contnmex{
in his family until this time, when the proprietor finding
his profits lessencd by the worke at the New River, it
was sold to onc Richard Soams, Citizen and Goldsmith,
for 36,000/, That it might be the more secure, Soams
procured from the City, in confirmation of his bargain,
another grant for the fonrth arch,—the third belonging
to a wharfinger,—and a new lease of the unexpired term,
at the yearly rent of 20s., and a fine of 300/ He then
divided the whole property into 800 shares of 500/, cach,
and formed it into a company : all which information
you will find in Strype’s ¢ Stow’s Survey.” vol. i p. 29 ;
and in Maitlmd’s ¢ History,” vol. i. p. 51, 52, Subse-
quently, however, a fifth arch was granted by the Court
of Common Council, after a long debate, on June the
23d, 1767 ; under an express condition that if, at any
time, it should be found injurious to the navigation of the
river, the City might revoke their grant, ypon repayment
of the expenses, A particular deseription of these works,
which 1 shall speak of hereafter, will be found in the
¢ Philosophical Transactions, vol. xxxvii. for the years
1731, 1732, London, 1733, 4to, No. 417, pp. 5—12,
written by Henry Beighton, with a plate, of which I
possess the oviginal drawing, executed very carefully in
pen-and-ink.
“ The carlicst view of London Bridge in this century,
I take to be that very barbarous print by Sutton \Tlcholls,
an Engraver who resided in Eondon, gbout the year 1710,
was snuch employed by the booksellers, and who ¢ Lxecutod
several of the plates in Strype’s edition of ¢ Stow’s Survey.’
His prospect of the Bridge is a large and coarse engraving
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in two sheets, measuring 35 inches by 224, and is divided
lengthways into two parts; the upper one entitled ¢ The
West side of &ondon Bridge,” on a ribbon, and the lower
one the Eastern side, in the same manner. Both of these
views arc horizontal, and of most cxecrable drawing,
especially with respect to the water and vessels; and the
Print scldom produces more than a few shillings, though
I should observe that there are two cditions of it. One
bearing the imprint of ¢ Printed for and Sold by L. Smith,
in Exeter Exchange in the Strand,” which is the carliest
and best ; and another marked ¢ Printed for, and Sold by,
Tho. Millward and Bis. Dickinson, at Inigo Jones Head,
next the Globe Tavern, in Flcet Street; which latter is
probably still in existence, as impressions of it are hy no
means rare. Below the views are engraven, ¢ An His-
torical Description of the great and admirable Bridge in
the City of London over the River of Thames,” and
Howell's verses, which I have already cited to you. But
although its present value is so trifling, it is yet far
heyond the original price of it, for in the Harleian MSS.,
No. 5956, is an impression of the following curious original
copper-plate Prospectus for its publication :—

40 ¢ Proposals for Printing a Prospect of London Bridge, Thirty-
five fnches Long, aud Twenty -three Inches Broad,

¢ ¢ 1st, Every Subscuber paying half a Ciown at the tune of
subsctription, shall have n Prospect pasted on Cloath in a Black
Frame, paying half a Crown more at the receipt thereof.

44 2lly. Every Subseriber paying one shilling at the time of
subseription, shall have one of the Prospects on Paper only, paying
one shilling more ut the receipt thereof.

¢ ¢ 3dly. He that subsciibes, or procures subseriptions, for six
framed ones, shall have a seventh in a Frame, Gratis 3 and he that
subscribes, or procures subsciiptions, for six in sheets, shall have a
seventh in sheets, Gratis,

0 ¢ 4thly. Any person that desives it, may sce a Drawing of the
same in the hands of Sutton Nichalls, Ingraver, against the George
Tnn, in Aldersgate Street, London, wheie subseriptions are taken
in. At the samo place is taught the Art of Drawing, by Sight,
Mensure, or Instrument; also the Art of Wiiting : Prints and
Mapps, Surveys, Ground Plotts, Uprights, and Perspectives, are

AA
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there Drawn and Coloured at reasomable rates.” This view of
London Bridge is mentioned by Gough, in his ¢ British Topography,’
vol. i. p. 731.

¢ Although the Thames was again frozen over at in-
tervals in the year 1709, and somc persons crossed it on
the ice, yct the frost was neither so intense nor so per-
manent as to cause another fair ; though, in the illustrated
P’ecnnant in the British Museum, there is an impression
of a coarse bill, within a woodeut border of rural subjects,
containing the words ¢ Mr. John Ilcaton, Printcd on the
Thames at Westminster, Jan. the 7th, 1709. The Art
and Mystery of Printing first invented by John Guttem-
berg, in Harlem, in 1440, and brought into England by
John Islip.” 7 inches by 53.

“ About the end of November 1715, however, a very
severe frost commenced, which continued until the 9th
of the following February, when the sports of 1683 were
all renewed ; but of this I shall mention only the few
curious memorials of it to he found in Mr. Crowle’s
London collections in the British Muscum.
¢ A copper-plate, six inches by 7L, representing a view
of London fromn the opposite shore, with London Bridge
on the right hand, and a line of tents on the left, leading
from ¢ Temple Stairs.” In front, another line of tents
marked ¢ Thames Street,” and the various sports, &e.
hefore them : helow the print are alphabetical references,
with the words ¢ Printed on the Thames 1714% ;" and
above it, ¢ Frost Fair on the River Thames.’

¢ A copper-plate, 16 inches by £0}, representing Lon-
don at St. Paul’s, with the tents, &e., and with alpha-
betical references ; ¢ Printed and Sold by John Bowles,
at the Black Horse, in Cornhill.” In the right hand
corner above, the arms and supporters of the City ; and
in the left, a cartouche with the words—

*¢ ¢ ¥rost Fayre, being a True Prospect of the Great Varietie of

Shops nud Booths for Tradesmen, with other curiositios and humors,
on the Frozon River of Thames, as it appeared before the City of
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London, in that memorable Frost in ye sccond year of the Reigno
of Our Sovercigne Lofd King George, Anno Dowini 1716." .

¢ ¢ Frost Vair ;5 or a View of the Booths on the frozen Thames,
in the 2nd Year of King Gicorge, 1716." A wood-cut.

¢ ¢ An cxact and lively view of the booths, and all the varicty
of shows, &c. on the ice, with an alphabetical explanation of the
most remarkable figures, 1716." A copper-plate.

“ In the year 1716, a very remarkable phenomenon
occurred at London Bridge, when, in consequence of the
long drought, the strcam of the River Thawnes was re-
duced so low, and, from the effects of a violent gale of
wind, at West-South-West, was blown so dry, that many
thousands of people passed it on foot, hoth above and
below the Bridge, and through most of the arches.
Strype, in his edition of Stow’s ¢ Sarvey,” vol. i. p. 58,
states, that he was an eyc-witness to this event ; and
obgerves that, on September 14th, the channel in the
middle of the River was scarvcely ten yards wide, and
very shallow ; the violence of the wind having prevented
the tide from coming up for the space of four-and-twenty
hours. Whilst the Thames remained in this state,
many interesting observations were made on the con-
struction and foundation of London Bridge ; and the
“ Weekly Packet,” from September the l)tll to %ptcmbcl
the 22d, states, tlm.t a silver tankard, a gold ving, a
guinea, and several other things which had been lost
there, were then taken up.

“ The author of ¢ Wine and Walnuts” in one of his
chapters which relate to this edifice, vol. ii. p. 112,
gives a few notices of a feast held upon it in April, 1722,
whilst some repairs were carrying on ahout the Draw-
Bridge : and states, that it being settled that the Bridge
should be shut on the Saturday and Sunday, the old
street was empty and silent ; tables were set out in the
highway, where, besides the vesidents, several of the
wealthy tradesmen in the vicinity sat drinking through
the afternoon ; that they might he cnabled to say—adds
Malcolm—who notices the circumstance in his ¢ Ance-

AA2
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dotes of the Manners and Customs of London during the
&Lighteenth Century,” London, 1808, 4tv, vol. ii. p. 233,
—* however crowded the Bridge is, I have drunk punch
upon it for great part of a day.” Though I do not find
this festivity recorded in any of the public priuts, yet in
the * Daily Courant’ for Friday, April the 13th, 1722,
is a notice from the Wardens of London Bridge, that the
Draw-Bridge Lock, through which hoys, lighters, and
other vessels usually passed, would be boomed up on the
following Wednesday, the 18th, for repairing ; whilst in
the same paper for Friday, April the 20th, a second
notice appeared, that on Saturday, the 12th of May,
between the hours of 9 and 10 in the evening, the Draw-
Bridge itself would be taken up in order to lay down a
new one, which was completed by the Thursday follow-
ing. At the same time, the Rulers of the Company of
Watermen issued a notice, that the Stairs at Pepper
Alley would be dangerous during the repairs ; and that
persons were requested to take water higher up the
River. * It is also stated in the ¢ Daily Post’ of Tuesday,
May the 15th, that the new Draw-Bridge was to be con-
siderably strouger than the old one, both in wood and
iron ; and that the former had been laid down in the
Whitsun holidays, exactly fifty ycars previously, on
May the 1Zth, 1672, the work being completed in five
days.

y‘ About the end of the seventeenth century, the im-
provement of the passage over London Bridge scems to
have been actively considercd, if not executed: for in
1697, the 8th and 9th ycar of William 1I1.,.(chap.
xxxvii.,) an Act was passed concerning the Streets in
London, Westminster, Southwark, &e., ¢ and for widen-
ing the Street at the South end of London Bridge” In
section 8 of which, it is stated that ¢ the Corporation of
London have of late years, with great charge and diffi-
culty, pulled down and new built all the houses upon
London Bridge, and caused the street or common pas-
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sage over the same to be opened and enlarged; which
good and public intention is not yet perfected, by reasor
of certain tenements on or ncar the South end of the
Bridge, which yet continuc a great hindrance to com-
merce by occasioning frequent stops, and endangering
the lives of many passengers.”  Commissioners are then
appointed to treat with the owners of such houses, as
they shall think fit to be pulled down. See the Act it-
sclf in Ruffhead’s ¢ Statutes at Large,’” vol. iii. p. 687.
Again, in the year 1722, during the Mayoralty of Siv
Gerard Conyers, an Act was issued by the Corporation
of the City, for preserving the passage of the Bridge free,
which you may read at length in Motley’s ¢ Seymour’s
Survey,” vol. i. p. 49: it ordains that there shall be three
persons, appointed by the Governors of Christ’s ITospital,
the inhabitants of Briflge Ward Within, and the Bridge-
masters, to give daily attendance at cach end of the
Bridge. Their duty being, to oblige all carriages com-
ing from Southwark to keep the West side, and others
the contrary ; and to prevent any cart from standing
across the Bridge to load or unload. It was also ordered,
that the Toll Collector—whose station was in the present
Watch House, at the North-west corner of the Bridge,
—should collect the duties without delay ; and, in 1723,
they were ¢ For cvery cart or waggon with shod wheels,
4d. ; For a dray with five barrels, 1d.; For every pipe
or butt, 14.; For a ton of any goods, 2d. ; For any
thing less than a ton, 14. ; which order was directed to
be printed and published in the most public places within
the City, and upon London Bridge itsclf. I may merely
add, that Maitland tells us in his ¢ History,’ vol. i. p. 48,
that in 1725, when it was proposed to crect a Bridge at
Westminster, Mr. Henry Garbrand, the Deputy Comp-
troller of London Bridge, ahd Mr. Bartholomew Spar-
ruck, the Water Carpenter, measured the River at this
building, and found it to be 915 fect 1 inch in breadth ;
the height of the Bridge, 43 feet 7 inches ; the width of
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the street, 20 feet ; and the depth of the houses on each
side, 53 feet, or 73 feet in the whole. One of the last
fires which happened on London Bridge, took place on
the 8th of September in this year, during the Mayoralty
of Sir George Merting, Knight ; and, as Motley tells us,
in his ¢ Seyrour’s Survey,” vol. i. p. 49, commenced at
the house of a brush-maker, near St. Olave's, Tooley
Street, through the carclessness of a servant. It burned
down all the houses on that side of the way as far as the
Bridge-Gate, with several of the buildings on the other ;
and ¢ Mist’s Weekly Journal,” of Saturday, September
the 11th, describes it in the following words :—¢ On
Wednesday night, hetween eleven and twelve o'clock, «
fire broke out at a Haherdasher’s of Hats, on the Bridge
foot in Southwarks, which burnt on hoth sides of the wiy
with great violence for four or five hours. We hear that
about sixty houses are consumed, some upon the first
and second arch of the Bridge ; and had it not been fou
the stone gate which stopp’d the fire very much, the rest
of the houses on the Bridge had in all likelyhoud hecn
down : the Bridge for some time was, by the fall of the
timber and rubbish, render'd impassable for coaches,
waggons, and carts, which were oblig'd to crgss over at
Lambeth Ferry. The damnage done amounts to many
thousands of pounds, but no just computation can yet be
made.” The old Bridge-Gate was so much damaged by
this conflagration, that in 1726 it was taken down and
re-built, being finished in the ycar [728. Tue New
Sovrn Gate oN LoNnon Briner: (see engraving opposite)
was furnished with two posterns for foot-passengers, and
was decorated with the Royal Arms, under which was
inseribed, ¢ This Gate was widened from elever to eighteen
fect, in the Mayoralty of Sir Edward Beecher, Knight,
'S.P.Q.L. The medalet, with a representation of this
edifice, 1 have alrcady mentioned to you, and it raay now
be stated that it was tuken down in the year 1760, with
all the other buildings on the Bridge, and the materials
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svld by auection. At which sale, the fine old sculpture
of the Royal Arms was bought, with some other articles,
by a Mr. Willians, a stone-mason of Tooley Street ; who
being soon after employed to take down the gateway at
Axe and Bottle Yard, and to form the present King
Street, in the Borough, introduced scveral of the old
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Bridge materials in erecting it. The ancient Royal Arms,
too, ave yet to be scen on the front of a small public-
house, on the right-hand side of the Western end of the
same street, between the numbers 4 and 67 ; with the
inseription ¢ G. II1. R. 1760, King Strect,’ carved around
them. Mr. Williams also bought scveral of the facing
stones of the old London Bridge, of which he built a very
curious house, the roof being of the same stong, and
which, about three ycars since, was standing in Lock’s
Ficlds, near Prospect Row, Newington, usually known
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by the name of ¢ Williams’s Folly.” Tlie new Bridge-
Gate stood ncar the corner of Pepper Alley Stairs, and
you will find & representation of it in the Frontispiece to
the first volume of Maitland’s ¢ History.” 1imagine, that
upon the removal of the old gate, the custom of crecting
the heads of traitors there was discontinued, as 1 find no
subsequent notice of it ; and the last huuls which, pro-
bably, were placed upon its towers, are said to have been
those of the Regicides in 1661, as I have shown from
Monconys, though, in the numerous pamphlets of their
Trials, &e., 1 find no account of their being thus disposed.
From ¢ The Traytors’ Perspective Glass,” London, 1662,
4to, we learn, however, that the heads of Cromwell and
Ircton were set over Westminster 11all ; and of the others,
it is said, ¢ their heads, in several places, are become a
spectacle both to angels and men, and a prey to birds of
the air.’

In Maitland's ¢ History,” vol. i. p. 49, we are furnished
with ¢a brief state of the Bridge Account, from Lady-
day 1726 to ditto 1727, by the Bridge- Masters, Matthew
Snablin and John Web.

¢ Charge. £ s d

¢ By Money in the Bridge-Masters’ lmnds, at the foot
of the last Account . . . . 576 9 9
By ditto in the Tenants’ hands in amars L4271 13 3
By the General Rental this ycar . . L3299 0 5
By Fincs this Year . . . . .. 493 4 2
By Casual Receipts . . .. « . 267 6 8

—

The whole charge . £8907 14 3

¢ Dmcharye.

To Rents and Quit-Rents . . . 4912 8
To Taxes and Trophy-Money . . 20914 03
To Weekly Bills, Expenscs, nnd Fmptlons . 1648 0 7
To Timber and Bourds . . . 43018 9
To Stones, Chalk, Lime, 'l‘ermss, and Brlcks . 197 6 0
To Iron-work . . . . . . o 170 0 0

Carried over . . 2705 12 3
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Brought forward . . 270 512 3

To Plumber, Glazier, Painter, and Paviour .

To Shipwrights’ Work and Cordngo . ..

To Benevolence to the Lord Mayor, &c. . . 145

To particular Payments by Ovder of Court . .

To Fees and Salaries . . . .

To Costs at Audit and Lady Fair . . . 296

To Moncy due to balance . . N

£8907 14 3

—
~
=
OO RID v
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On Wednesday, the 2Gth of December, 17:39-40,
commenced another Frost, the most severe which had
occurred since 1716.  'The Thames, as we are told by
the ¢ Gentleman’s Magazine,’ of 1740, volume x. p. 35,
January 31, floated with rocks and shoals of ice; and
when they fixed, represented a snowy field, everywhere
rising in masscs and hills of icc and snow. Of this
scene, scveral artists made sketches; whilst tents and
printing-presses were erccted, and a complete Frost-fair
was again held upon the River, over which multitudes
walked, though some lost their lives by their rashness.
It was in this fair that Doll, the Pippin-woman, whom
I beforc mentioned, lost her life, as Gay relates it in the
Second Book of his ¢ Trivia,” verses 375-392; the last
line of which scems to be an imitation of that song .
which we formerly considered, and which was extremely
popular cven in the time of Gay himself. The passage-
I particularly allude to is this:

¢ Doll every day had walk’d these treacherous roads ;
Her neck grew warp’d beneath Autumnal loads

Of various fruit : she now a basket bore ;

That head, alas ! shall basket bear no more.

Each booth she frequent pass’d, in quest of gain,
And boys with pleasure heard her thrilling strain,
Ah, Doll! all mortals must resign their breath,

And industry itself submiteto death !

The cruckling crystul yiclds ; she sinks, she dics,

Her head, chopt off, from her lost shoulders flics ;
Plppms she cried, but death her voico confouuds,

Aud pip—pip—pip, along the ice resounds.’
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“Mr. J. T. Smith, in his ¢ Ancicnt Topography of
London,” page 24, states that another remarkable cha-
racter, called ¢ Tiddy Doll, died in the same place and
manner.

“ In the treasures of Mr. Crowle’s Illustrated Pen-
nant. arc several contemporary memorials of this Fair;
which 1 shall very briefly mention, and give some spe-
cimens of the poctry attached to them,

¢ A coarse copper-plate, entitled ¢ The View of Frost Fair,” 102
inches by 12, scene taken from Yorh-buildings Water-Works 5
twelve verses beneatl.

“ A copper-plate, 73 inches by 5, representing an altar-picee with
the ten commandnients, engraven between the figures of Moses and
Aaron; and beneath, on a cartouche, ¢ Printed on the Ice on the
River of Thames, Jan® 15, 1739.”

¢ A coarse copper-plate engraving, looking down tbe River,
entitled ¢ Krost Fair.” with eight lines of verse beneath 5 and above
¢ Printed upon the River Thames when Irozen, Jamu. the 28,
173 5. 9) inches by 121,

“ A copper-plate 5 inches by 81, representing an ornamental
border with a female head, crowned at the top ; and below, two
dosigns of the lotter-press and rolling press.  In the centre in type,
¢ Upon the Frost in the year 1739-40 ;* six verses, and then ¢ Mr.
Johy Cross, aged 6. Printed on the Iec upon the Thames, ot
Queen-llithe, January the 29th, 1739-40.°

¢ Beliold the Liquid Twanes now frozen o'er 1
That lately Smirs of mighty Burden bove.
Here You may Prant vour Name, tho’ canunot Write,
*Canse munb’d with Cold 3 "Tis done with great Delight.
And lay it by ; That Acrs yet to come
May sce what Tuines upon the Jer were done.”

© A copper-plate, representing a view of the Thames at West-
minster, with tho tents, sports, &c., and alphabetical references,
entitled ¢ Jee Fair.  Printed on y¢ River Thames, now fiozen over,
Jan* 31, 1739-40; 7}inches by 121,
¢ Amidst yearts yt on y° Thames appear,
To tell ye Wonders of this frozen Yeur.
Sculpture claims Prior place, sinco yt alone
. Prescrves y¢ Image when y* Prospect’s goue.’

¢ An altered copy of these verses was printed upon
the Thames in the great Fiost of 1814; and from an
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advertisement in the ¢ London Daily Post’ of Thursday,
January the 31st, 1739-40, we learn that this and the
following print were originally sold for 6d. cach.

A Copper-plate printed in red, 94 inches by 134, the view taken
opposite St. Paul's, with tents, sports, &c. in front, siateen lines of
verse beneath, with ¢ Frost and Ice Fuir, shewing the diversions
upon the River Thames, began the 26Gth of Decemr 1739-40, ended
Febru' the 17th.’”

¢ In the beginning of this Frost, the houses on Lon-
don Bridge appear to have received considerable damage,
from the many vessels which broke from their moorings,
and lay heating against them ; the notice of which we
derive from the two most celebrated newspapers of the
time, the ¢ Daily Post,” and Woodfall's ¢ General Adver-
tiser.”  The Tatter of these, for Monday, December the
lst, 1739, states that ¢ all the watermen above the
Bridge have hauled their boats on shore, the Thames
being very nigh frozen over: and in the same paper,
for Wednesday, January 2nd, 1739-40, it is observed,
that ¢ several vintners in the Strand hought a large Ox
in Smithficld on Monday last, which is to he roasted
whole on the ice on the River of Thames, if the Frost
continues, Mr. Iodgeson, a Butcher in St. James's
Market, claims the privilege of sclling, or knocking
down, the Beast, as a right inherent in his famjly, his
Father having knocked down the Ox roasted on the
River in the great Frost, 1684; as himself did that
roasted in 1715, ncar Hungerford Stairs. The Beast is
to he fixt to a stake in the open market, and Mr.
Hodgeson comes dress’d in a rich lac’d cambric apron, a
silver stecl, and a Tlat and Feathers, to perform the
office.” After the mention of numcrous accidents ncar
London Bridge, the repetition of which would occupy
considerable time with but Itttle gratification, the ¢ Daily
Post,” of T'uesday, January the 22nd, 1740, thus notices
the first breaking-up of this famous frost. ¢ Yesterday
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morning, the inhabitants of the West prospect of the
Bridge were presented with a very odd scene, for, on
the opening of their windows, there appear'd under-
neath, on the River, a parcel of booths, shops, and huts,
of differcnt forms, and without any inhabitants, which,
it scems, by the swell of the waters and the ice separat-
ing, had been brought down from above. As no lives
were lost, it might be view’d without horror. Here
stood a booth with trinkets, there a hut with a dram
of old gold ; in another place a skittle-frame and pins,
and in a fourth ¢ the Noble Art and Mystery of Printing,
by a servant to one of the greatest trading companies in
Europe.” With much difficulty, last night, they had
removed the most valuable effects.” To conclude my
information upon this subject, I have to observe only
that the ¢ Daily Post’ of Thursday, February the 14th,
states that the Sterlings of London Bridge had received
so much damage during the frost from the great weight
of ice, that their repairs would amount to several thou-
sand pounds.

“The last extract given us by Maitland, in his
¢ History,” p. 49, from the Bridge-House revenues and
accounts, extends from Lady-day 1752 to Lady-day 1753,
and consists of the following particulars.

: £ s d
¢¢ ¢ In the hands of the Bricge-Masters, ) .
at the foot of their lust account , } 2669 9 6
In the hands of the Chamberluin of
London, paid to him by Webb’s > 600 0 0

sccurities
—3269 9 6

In Tenants’ hands iu arrears at Lady-day, 1752 2413 18 93

In arrear for fines then . 70 611
Rental General this year, mcludmg th Rents . 3843 8 7
Fines set thisyear . . . . . o . .. 662 0 0

Whole charge . £10259 3 91
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L s d.
¢ Rents and Quit-reuts paid . . . e . 52 9 3

Taxes and Trophy-money : sums collected for the] ;g 111 43
accoutrements and maintenance of the Militia f

Expenses . . c e e e e e ... 38017 13
Emptions of Timber . . . . . 471 7 6
Stone, Chalk, Terrass . . . 340 4 4
Iron-wartk . . . . . . . 15818 0
970 9 10
Mason, Painter, Glazier, Carpenter, &c. . 190413 9
Shipwiright's work-and Cordage . . . . 10418 0
Bencvolence . . e e e e . 23213 4
Particular Payments b\ Order . . . . 125407 3%,
Fees and Salaries . - e e e ... 287 4 5
Cost at Audit and Lady Far . . . . . 16011 0

OERTR 1%

£5513g15 43

£ s d

¢ Amount of the preceding Charge . . . . . 10259 3 9}
Deduct the foregoing cgpenses . . . . . . 5313 15 43

Remainder . . e .. 4745 8 43
Whereof dmchargcd by dcspuutc a.m.n.rs and re-

89 0 0
mitted . . . . . .

Remaiuing due to the Bridge-house, at Iﬂdy-day, 8 42
. i

1758 . .
And tlms dtspused nf
Arrears of Fines and Quit-rents . . . . . 2483 15 1§
Arrears and Iines . . . “ e 70 611
In the hands of the Bridge- ulnsurs e e oL 1502 5 05
“In the hauds of tho Ch.uubuhm of Loudon . . 600 0 0
£4656 7 5§

“ There appears to be some little inaccuracy in this
statement by Maitland, since the amounts which he sets
down are not the products of the sums when added to-
gether; but these I have rectified, though the balunce
of the whole account does ndt quite accord with the sums
remaining in hand.

“We have at length reached that period, when
the extensive alteration, or even re-building, of Londcn
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Bridge, began to form a matter of grave and active
consideration ; and in relating the proceedings of these
times, there will be no little difficulty in condensing
into one consecutive account, all the numerous surveys,
reports, plans, proposals, and ohjections, which were then
published.  In treating of this part of the subject, how-
ever, as it will be best and briefest to do it in order, we
will first consider the state of old London Bridge, as it
was represented by the various Architeets employed to
survey it ; then give some account of the schemes pro-
posed for its alteration ; and lastly, describe that which
was adopted, and the means used for carrying it into
cffect.

“ Itgappears extremely prohable, that the contrast
presented by the broad and clear road of the new Bridge
at Westminster,—which was commenced in September,
1738, and completed in November, 1749,—chiefly con-
tributed to turn the attention of the Corporation of
London to the exceeding inconvenience of their own.
Though to the huilding of Westminster Bridge, Mait-
land, who knew the circumstances, tellsus in his ¢ His-
tory,” vol. ii. p. 1349, that therc was very considerable
opposition ;_and that the City of London, the Borough
of Southwark, the Company of Watermen, and the
West-Country Bargemen, all petitioned the Parliament
against it.  On Friday, February the 22nd, 1754, as we
learn from the ¢ Public Advertiser’ of the day fullowing,
the Court of Comumon Council took into consideration a
motion for the coustruction of a new Bridge between
London and Southwark : when, after a debate of nearly
four hours, it-was withdrawn, and a Committece ap-
pointed, consisting, as usual, of the Aldermmen, Deputies,
and one Common-Councilman from cach Ward, to con-
sider of the best means of rendering the old Bridge safe
and convenient ; who were empowered to draw upon the
Chamberlain to the amount of 100Z., for plans, surveys,
&c. The Report of this Committee stated, that the
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Bridge foundation was still good, and that, by pulling
down the houses, and making such repairs as should
then be required, the edifice might be rendered cqually
serviceable with Westminster Bridge ; being capalle of
receiving four carriages abreast, with a good foot-way
on cach side. By pulling down the houses at the
corners of the narrow streets leading to the old Bridge,
it was also represented that it would be rendered so
convenient, as to supersede the crection of any new
one. To this it was objected, that most of the houses
declined considerably out of the perpendicular ; and that
those on the Kastern side of the Bridge decayed much
faster than the opposite ones.  In Harrison's ¢ Ilistory,’
p. 24, this account is partly confirmed; since we are
there told that ¢ on the outer part of the Bridge, on the
East side, the view from the wharfs and quays was
exceedingly  disagreeable.  Nincteen  disproportioned
arches, with sterlings increased to an amazing size by
frequent repairs, supported the street above. These
arches were of very different sizes, and several that were
low and narrow were placed hetween others that were
broad and lofty. T'he back part of the houses next the
Thames had ncither uniformity nor heauty ; the line
being broken by a great number of closets that pro-
jeeted from the buildings, and hung over the sterlings.
This deformity was greutly increased by the houses
extending a considerable distance over the sides of the
Bridge, and some of them projecting farther over it than
the others; by which means, the tops of almost all the
arches, except those that were ncarest, were concealed
from the view of the passengers on the quays, aud made
the Bridge appear like a multitude of rude piers, with
only an arch or two at the end, and the rest, consisting
of beams, cxtending from the tops of flat piers, without
any other arches, guite across the river.’

“The best view of London Dridge in this state, is
represented in an engraving by Peter Charles Canot,
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from a picture painted by Samuel Seott, of whom Wal-
polo saysy, ¢ if he were but sccond to Vandevelde in sea-
pieces, he excelled him in variety, and often introduced
buildings in his pictures with consummate skill. His
views of London Bridge, of the Quay at the Custom-
House, &c. were equal to his Marines.” He died October
the 12th, 1772 ; wide the ¢ Anecdotes of Painting,’ p. 445.
This view is also noticed by Gough in his ¢ British Topo-
graphy,’ vol.i.,, p. 735: and Mr. J. T. Smith, in his
¢ Ancient Topography,” p. 25, observes, that it was in
the possession of Edward Roberts, Esq., Clerk of the
Pells, who probably still retains it. It was exhibited,
says the author of ¢ Wine and Walnuts,” vol. i, p. 65, in
1817, at the British Institution; and of the excellent
engraving from it there are two editions : the earliest and
best is marked, °Published according to Act of Parlia-
ment, FebY. 25, 1761 " and the latter may be known by
the imprint of ¢ Printed for Bowles and Carver, R. II.
Lauric, and R. Wilkinson.” This plate has been more
than once copied in a reduced form ; but the best, en-
graved by Warren, appeared in that Work by Dr. Pugh,
known by the name of ¢ Hughson's History of London.’
London, 1806-9, 8vo, vol. ii., p. 816. Another view of
London Bridge with the houses, of considerably less
merit, but rather more rarity, was ¢ Printed and sold for
John Bowles, Print and Map-scller, over against Stocks-
Market, 1724 1t consists of a small square plate, and
shows the houses on the Western side of the edifice in
bad perspective, with a short historical account beneath
it; and it forms plate y of a folio volume entitled,
¢ Scveral Prospects of the most noted Buildings in and
about the City of London.” There are also some rather
large represcntations of this Bridge, in most of the old
two and three-sheet views of London; as in those pub-
lished by Bowles at the Black Horge in Cornhill,’ about
1732, &ec.; and in the series of prints usually called
‘ Boydell's Perspectives,” is & folio half-sheet plate very
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much resembling Seott’s, entitied ¢ A view of London
Bridgetaken near St. Olave’s Stairs. Published wccording
to Act of Paylisament by J. Boydell, Engraver, at the
Globe, near Durham Yard, in the Strand. 1731. Price
1s. J. Boydecll, delin. et sculp.” I could mention scveral
others, as in the Title-page to the old ¢ London Maga-
zine ;” in Strype’s cditian of Stow; in Maitland ; Mot-
ley’s ¢ Seymour’s Survey; in Hughson, Lambert, and
numerous other works ; but for fidelity of feature, and
excellence of effect, none of them are in any respect equal
to that of Scott, representing LoxnoN BRIDGE BEFORE
THE ALTERATION oF 1758 (see engraving at back).

*¢ As at this period the public attention was generally
directed towards this edifice, the proprietors of Maitland’s
¢ History of London,” which was then appearing in num-
bers, issucd an Advertisement, in the ¢ Public Advertiser’
of Saturday, April the 6th, 1754, stating, that ¢ Number
xv. will be illustrated with two fine Prospects of London
Bridge as it may he altered agreeable to drawings pre-*
sented to Sir Richard Hoare, by Charles Labelye, Esq. ;
and huinbly inscribed to the Lord Mayor, Aldermen,
and Common-Council, who now have the state of that
Bridge under consideration.—Not one of this Numbex
will be delivered to any but Subscribers, and such as -
have bought, or shall buy, the former Numbers.” Like
Strype’s edition of Stow, this work was published at 6d.
cach Number.

% On Thursday, September the 26th, 1754, the Bridge
Committee presented their Report to the Court of Com-
mon-Council, an original verbatim copy of which is in
the xxviii.th vol. of ¢ London Tracts, in the British
Museum, small fol. This Report stated, that the piles,
&c. of old London"Bridge having been surveyed by Mr.
George Dance, then Clerk of the Works to the City,
the foundations were declared good, and, with common
repairs, likely to last for ages. That the houses on the
Bridge being a public inconvenience, it was recommended

BB
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that they should be removed, from St. Magnus’' Church
to the City Gate, on the East; and from the corner of
Thames Street to the Bear Tavern in the Borough, on
the West. That Mr. Dance had produced a plan for an
alteration of the Bridge, with estimates amounting to
30,000/, in which were a carriage road of 33 feet, with
two foot-paths of 6 feet cach; but that such expense
might be reduced to 27,000., by leaving the houses
standing on the South side of the Gate. That the
annual rents of the houses to be taken down amounted
to about 828l Gs., which would be lost to the Bridge-
House estates ; whilst the Parishes of St. Magnus and
St. Olave would also lose in taxes, rents, and tithes,
about the yearly sum of 484/ 19s. 10d.; and that the
estimate of the houses then out upon lease, with others
which must be bought, came to 8940/, 11s. 7d. ; besides
other satisfaction which might be required by the under-
tenants. ’

¢ The substance of Labelye’s plan for altering this
edifice, is given in Maitluud’s ¢ History,” vol. ii., pp.
826-832, together with the result of several other reports
made in 1746, His chicf objection to old London
Bridge was to the sterlings survounding the piers; which,
occupying almost one-fourth part in five of the water-
way, caused a fall of unearly five feet perpendicular,
during the greater part of every tide, thus rendering the
passage of vessels through the locks equally difficult and
dangerous.  He consequently propesed casing the piers,
with four feet of Portland Stone, and to lessen the ster-
lings 50 as always to have about 4C0 feet of water-way,
which, being twice as much as the Bridgé originally

sscssed, would reduce the fall to about 15 inches.

‘he expense of this plan, he conceived, would he about
20007 for each pier; two or three of which could be
altered in a year, without stopping the pafage cither
over or under the Bridge. Ilc also proposed to adopt
the idea of Sir Christopher Wren, in new-modelling the
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appearance of the bunldmg itself, by taking away eleven
piers, and forming nine broml-pomted Gothic arches,
springing from the lowest low-water mark : these were
to be of different dimensions, and the fifth from the
Soutli end was to be 90 feet in span. The parapet was
to be ornamented with Gothic crocketed recesses sur-
mounting the piers; by a cast-iron balustrade; or by
a dwarf-wall, or cven houses; and, according to this
plan, there would have been a water-way of 540 feet,
and a fall of not more than 9 inches; whilst the amount
of time and expense would not be considerably greater
than in the former.

“ The Reports of Mr: George Dance, Clerk of the
City Works, and Bartholomew Sparruck, the W ater-
Carpenter of London Bridge, in answer to the questions
of the Committee, in 1746, also furnish several very
curious and interesting particulars concerning the build-
ing at that period, and the original is to be found,at
length in Maitland’s ¢ History,” already cited ; and in
Nos. I1. and 111. of Dr. Charles Hutton’s ¢ Tracts on
Mathematical and Philosophical Subjects, London,
1812, vol. i, pp: 115-122. The Report commences
with a table of the depth of water, above, immediately
under, and below every arch, beginning at the South
end of the Bridge, which is to the following effect :—

¢« Nameof theLock. * West Side. Under the Arch. East Stde.
Ft. In. Fe. In Ft In.

Shoro Lock . .16 —..5 9..8 10
Second Lock from Snmy Shoro -4 6..9—..10 4
Rock Lock . -2 3..3—..H4—
Fourth Luck from Surrey ‘Shore . 14 — LT —.015 07
Fifth Lock from Surreyshore . . 18 9,.10 3., 18 7
Roger Lock . . . .17 7..8 7..1511
DrawLock . . . .18 1..810..151}
Nonesugh Lock . . . . 25 1-..9 2.,18 3
Pedlar's Iock . . . .+ 17 8..5 9..18 6
Gutt Lock & . . . c%. 21 2..5 6..17 8
Long Entry Lock . . .18 11,.3 5.,12 8
Chapel Lock . . c 0 17 -2 4..22 —
Bt.Mury’slock . . . 24 6..8 9.,2 —
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Namo of the Lock, ‘West Side. Under the Arch. East Side.
Ft. In. Ft¢ In. Fe. In.
Little Lock B . . 22 3..9— ..17 4

King’s Lock . . . . 28 9..6 9..20 7
Shore Lock . . . <19 9..611,.2110
Mill Lock . . . .20 3..4 6..2110
Mill Lock . . . s 19 4,..7 9..14 1
Mill Lock . . . .10 10..4 —..1310
Mill Lock . . .. 6 7..,6 1.,.1010

¢ The Report then procecds to state, that the height
of the under bed of the first course of stones is very
unequal ; some being 2 feet 4 inches; and others varying
from 1 foot 3 inches, to 1foot 11 inches above low-water
mark ; and from 4 to 6 feet above the level of the ster-
lings. The rough and unhewn piles were found to be
shod with iron,and but little decayed : in some instances,
they were separated from the stonc-work by planks of
oak and elm, from 4 to 6 inches in thickness, which were
probably first inserted at some of the numerous repairs ;
and each of the piers was protected by a stone hasc, cx-
tending about 7 inches beyond them. 1t was from these
reports, that Mr. Labelye drew up his plans, which,
together with his remarks on the old Bridge, were pre-
sented to the Committee,”on Wednesday, the 17th of
September, 1746. As this Architcct desired that his
designs might be examined by some eminent, scientific,
and disinterested individuals, several such persons were
called in to assist the deliberations of the Committee ;
though, after many other inquirics and consultations, the
discussions terminated in a proposal for building a new
Bridge at Blackfriars.

« At a Court of Common Council holden on T hursday
Decembér 18, 1755, after a very protracted opposition,
the Corporation consequently agrecd to petitign Parlia~
ment for leave to bring in a Bill to crect another Bridge
over the Thames at Fleet-Ditch, and on Tuesday, Jan.
13, 1756, the petition~was presented and referred to a
Committec ; another petition being also presented at
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the same time, praying leave to bring in a Bill for im-
proving and widening the passage over London Bridge,
by removing the houses and other obstructions théreon,
and for raising moncy to enable fhe Trustces to render
the same safer and more commodious. This also was
referred to a Committee ; on Friday, March 12, 1756,
lIcave was granted to bring in the Bills; and on Thurs-
day, the 27th of May, they both received the-Royal
assent, when the King closed the Session of Parliament.
These Acts are printed in Maitland’s ¢ History,’ vol. ii.,
p. 1387 ;" though the best authority is Ruffhead’s ¢ Sta-
tutes at Large, vol. vii., pp. 728-738, 29th of Geo. II.,
Chap. x1.; and T shall first give n very few particulars of
the Act rclating to London Bridge, and next show how
the alteration was effccted. By this Statute, then, the
Corporation was ecmpowered to buy and remove all build-
ings on, and contiguous to, the Bridge, for enlarging its
avenues, improving the passage over, and widening one
or more of its arches :—to devise how the smne should
be executed, and kept in repair:—to ercct a uniform
balustrade on cach side, with a passage of 31 feet for
carriages, &c., and 7 fcet for cach of the footways :—to
have it lighted and watehed atthe expense of the Hndge—
House cstates :—to preserve the arches and pipes belong-
ing to the Water-works :—to establish, after the 24th of
June, 1756, an additional toll for the payment of the
.oxpenses incurred by the alterations:—to keep the Bridge
clear of buildings, and of carriages standing wpon it for
hire, after the houses should be removed ; and to make
all carriages kecp on the Eastern side in going towards
Southwark, and on the Western side in coming to Lon-
don. The Act also provided penalties for destroying the
Bridge or any of its works; cxtensive powers for the
Corporation in buying the various property ; an equiva-
lent for the tithes, rates, &c., payable to the Rectors of
8t. Magnus and St. Marwaret and St. Olavo ; and parti~
oular ordinances concerning the tolls,
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“ Gates and toll-houses were to be erected on, or near,
London Bridge ; but to continue only until the principal
and interest of the borrowed moneys should be discharged.
The additional tolls were, ¢ for every horse drawing any
coach, chariot, hearse, berlin, lapdau, calash, chaise, or
chair, over the Bridge, 1d. ; for every such carriage itsclf,
1d. ; and for every horse not drawing, pdssing across the
Bridge, 1¢." Loaded vessels also, passing under the Bridge,
werg, to pay 2d. for every 5 tons burthen ; 3d. for ten
tons; Gd. for 25 tons, and 1s. for vessels of greater capa-
city. In the Act for building a Bridge at Blackfriars,
29th of Geo. 11.—1756, Chap. 1xxxvi., it is stated, that
the taking away of all tolls from that of London, as soon
as possible, would be of general advantage, they being
then leased out for 21 years at a fine of 2100/, and a
yearly rent of 735l ; the redemption of all which was
estimated at 86,0000, TIn 1757, the 31st of Geo. 11.,
Chap. xx., an aid of 15,000/, was granted by Parliament
towards the rebuilding of London Bridge, hecause the

- tolls were not only difficulg to collect, but were also a
considerable hindrance to commerce and navigation :
vide the ¢ Continuation of ¢ Maitland’s History,” at the
end of vol. ii., p. 19. The powers of the new Act—
which also protected the Bridge and its works, by making
it felony to destroy them,—commenced from the 21st of
April, and the additional tolls of the former one ccased
from the 24th of June, 1758. WHhilst 1 am upon the
subjeet, it will probably be as well to include all our
notices of the tolls of London Bridge under one head ;
and therefore 1 may remark, that in 1767, the 7th of
Geo. 111., Chap. xxxvii., an Act was passed for the
completing of Blackfriars Bridge, making scveral im-
provementsin the City, and for treating with Mr, Edward
Neale, the Lessee of the tolls of London Bridge, for their
redemption ; to which latter purpose, the sum of 30,000,
was appropriated. About the end of September, 17709
the Corporation proceeded to act upon this power, fiftecn
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years and three quhrters being then unexpired of the
lease ; but the lessee having altered his demand, en
account of the tolls having increased upwards of 600/. per
annum since 1766, it was found, that to reimburse the
City, it was essential that they should continue both
upon London and Bldckfriars Bridges for some yecars
longer. TUpon petition of the Corporation, therefore, in
‘the 11th of Geo. III., 1771, Chap. xx., an Act was
passed for further continuing the tolls on London Bridge
until March 23, 1782, when the remainder of the Yease
was to be bought and the tolls finally to ccase. All these
perticulars will be found in the * Statutes at Large,’ vols.
vii., pp. 728—738, 742; viii , p. 210; x., pp. 306, 307 ; and
xi., pp. 154, 155 ; there is also considerable information
upon this subject to be found in Maleolm’s ¢ Londinum
Redivivum,’ vol. ii., pp. 392—396, derived from authentic
documents. From these authoritics it appears that the
amount of the prescriptive tolls of London Bridge, at
Midsummer, 1763, produced 17854 10s. 5d.; in 17064,
19461, 45. 1d. ; in 1765, 18461 7s. dd. ; in 1766, 1878L
16s. Gd. ; and in 1770, 2465/, 14¢. 3d. ; estimating, there-
fore, the average to be about 18647., and deducting from
that sum the Rent, 735/ ; Land Tax, 1804 12s., and the
expenses of collecting, 150/, the lessee’s clear annual
income would be 798/ 15s.

“ It was upon this calculation that the value of the
remainder of his lease was ascertained, and the Act for
continuing the tolls first devised ; though on Wednesday,
April 24th, 1765, the Committee of City Lands lct to
Mr. Neale a lease of 21 ycars of the toll of carts and
wheelage over London Bridge, for a fine of 2000 guincas,
and the old rent of 735/ per annum. See the ¢ Gentle-
man's Magazine * for 1765, vol. xxxv. p. 197.

“ Notwithstauding, however, these active procecdings
for the improvement of this edifice, the partics in favour
ef, and against, a new building ran extremely high, as
You may sce in the ¢ Continuation of Maitland’s History,’
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p- 4. That several intorests were to.be consulted in the
slteration of London Bridge, is evident, and they are
particularly shown in the counter-petitions presented to
. Parliament whilst the Bridge Bills were pending; as,
onc drawn up hy the most ardent supporters of the new
Bridge at Blackfriars; and another by the Rev. Edmund
Gibson, Rector of St. Magnns and St. Margaret, for
recompense in loss of tithes, &e. to the amount. of:
481, 6s. 2d.. by taking.down tho houses. Vide the
¢ Journals of the House of Commons,’ vol. xxvii. p. 574 ;
and the ¢ Continuation of Maitland’s History,” p. 11; on
p. 7 of which authority it is also stated, that on the 12th
of June, 1755, ¢ the Common Council allowed the Comp-
troller of the Bridge-House 4104 per annum, in lieu of
his customary bills, which were so much reduced by the
loss that would accrue to the Bridze-Ilouse estate, in the
repairing and improvement of London Bridge.” But whilst
many persons were too much interested even in the
worst state of it, with all its inconvenicnt buildings, not
to oppose their alteration, they were found to be almost
equally dangerous hoth on the edifice and on the water.
In the proceedings in Parlinment concerning the altera-
tions, Mr. Dance, the Architeet, stated, that the piers
were solid for ten feet above the sterlings, upon which
were erected walls of turee feet in thickness, forming
cellars to the houses ; and they having settled, the walls
were much injured, In consequence, also, of the con-
tracted passage between the houses upon the Bridge, the
inhabitants experienced many inconveniences peculiar to
their situation. Mr. Deputy James Hodges declared,
that he *had frequently known it happen, that coals had
been thrown through the windows of the houses, out of
the barges going under the Bridge; and that, as he is
informed, the reason is, that the candle-lights in the
houses make it dangerous in the night-time to go through
the Jocks. That people on the river have always a
glimmering light by which they can distinguish objects,
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unless in a very thick fog. That light leaves them just
when they come to shoot the locks, as far as the shadows
of the houses extend: and thereby they lose the
possibility of discerning the passage between the sterlings.’
See Malcolm’s ¢ Londinum Redivivam,” vol. ji. p. 388,
and the ¢ Journals of the House of Commons. The
improvement of the passage over London Bridge was,
however, much accelerated by the passing of an Act in
1755, the 28th of George 11., dhnp. ix., for taking away
the ancient Market then held in ITigh Street, Southwark,
after Lady-day, 1756 : and in Chapter xxii. of the
former year, it was removed to its recent place on the
site of Rochester Yard. Sce Bray's ¢ History of Surrey,’
vol. iii. p. 550 ; and the ¢ Statutces at Large,” vol. vii.
PP 579, 620. Having thus, then, given scme iden of
the proceedings of the Corporation hefore the improve-
ment of the old London Bridge, let us now go on to
consider the nature and manner of that alteration itself:
and so, if youre not aslcep, Mr. Barbican, here’s your
health.”

¢ No, truly,” replied I, wokefully cendeavouring to
appear as brisk as my drowsiness would lct me, ¢ Time
has a wonderful cffect in reconciling us to the most
tircsome employments; and I doubt not but to be able
to hold out through the remainder of your discourse,
with the aid of this Sack-possct, which scems to be little
less interminable, and heated beyond the power of cooling
again. But go on, Master Barnaby, go on, Sir.”

“ You are next to be informed then,” recommenced
the Antiquary, ¢ that we are told by the Rev. John~
Entick, in his ¢Continuation of Maitland's History,’
p- 19, that the Committee appointed to repair London
Bridge resvlved to take down all the buildings and
erections which stood upon it, of every kind whatsoever :
to remove the great middle pier, and to lay the two
adjoining locks into one, by turning an entirc new arch,
occupying the whole space: to add the depth of the
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removed houses to the width of the Bridge: and to
secure both sides by a stone wall breast-high, surmounted
by lofty balustrades. To effect all this, it was essential
to stop up the Bridge, and, at the same time, to provide
a convenient passage to Southwark; on which, it was
determined to construct-a Temporary Bridge of Wood.
This edifice consisted of stout unplaned oak timbers, to
the amount of 2000/ ; and it was crected on the sterlings
in a curved form, on the Western side of the stone one,
into which it opcned at cach cnd, extending from the
water-works to about the fourth arch on the Surrcy side
of the river. The timber being taken back by the
builder, his labour in erecting and removing it being
compensated, one penny per cube foot was allowed him
for the use of the materials. _In Harrison’s ¢ History of
London,” p. 409, it is stated, that this temporary Bridge
" was opened in the month of October, 1757, when it was
¢found to be very convenient, not only for foot-passen-
gers, but also for horsemen and carriages ;° but there are
few notices to be found of it in the public prints of the
period. By ‘Lloyd’s Evening Post and British Chronicle,’
however, a quarto newspaper of several leaves, then
published every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, we
are informed, in the paper for Wednesday, September
21st, p. 219 that, ¢ to-morrow they will begin to lay the
first coat of gravel on the Temporary Bridge, so that it
will be passable by the end of this month:’ and the
¢ Public Advertiser’ of Saturday, October 22nd, thus
fixes the time when the Bridge was actually finished.
¢ Yesterday, the Committee appointed under the late -
Act of Parliament for the improvement of Ldndon Bridge,
met and view'd the Temporary Bridge, and gave orders
to have it open’d to-morrow, mornir.g for foot-passengers.’
The houses on the stone cdifice, indeed, were already
begun to be removed : for, in the ¢ Gentleman's Maga~
zine,’ for 1757, vol. xxvii. p. 91, it is stated, that on
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Tucsday, February 22nd, ¢ three pots of money, silver
and gold, of the coin of Queen Elizabeth, werc found by
the workmen in pulling down the houses on London
Bridge.” The whole of these buildings, however, were
not entirely taken away until some years after this time ;
for in the ¢ London Chronicle” of Thursday, May 17th,
1759, the name of ¢ William Herbert on London Bridge,’
occurs as onc of the publishers of ¢ The Lives of the
Reformers.” By the same paper, too, for Thursday,
August the 14th, 1760, p. 161, we are informed, that ¢in
pulling down the house called the Chapel-House, on
London Bridge, there has been found this week a very
antique marble font, &c., curiously engraved, and several
ancient coing, &c. The stones used in the building of
this structure were so strongly cemented with different
kinds of mortar, and strong iron clamps, that the work-
men found a most difficult task in the demolition of it,
which is not yet completed.” The Committee for alter-
ing London Bridge had, however, previously advertised
for persons to carry their intentions into effect, to meet
at Guildhall on the 1st of February, 1757 ; ag may be
seen in the ¢ Public Advertiser’ of Monday, January
24th ; and in the same authority for Monday, May the
2nd following, it is further stated, that Messrs. Blackden
and Flight, the contractors for taking down and clearing
away the houses on London Bridge, completed their
engagement on the Saturday evening previously: and
that from the commencement of their work, there had
not oceurred g single-accident. The view of old London
" Bridge and its buildings, by Scott, to which 1 have
alteady referted, furnishes us with large and interesting
prospects of seveml of the-principal edifices which, after
this period, were removed ; gnd [ may add, that in the
x.th voheme of Mr. meles Illustiated Pcnnant there
is an enlarged«drawmg of this picture, executed by John
Varley, in colours, measuring 3 feet 93 inches, by 1 foot
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53 ; ruthlessly cut into three parts to fit the size of the
book. In these views, one of the most curious objects is
a prospect of the EasTerN EXTERIOR oF THE CHAPEL OF
St.TromMAs IN1757 ; & more
particular engraving of
which youwill find in the
‘Gentleman’s Magazine,’ for
1753, vol. xxiii. p.432. But
few remains of the original
structure were then percep-
tible on the outside of this
building ; though its form
of a semi-hexagon might be
traced, whilst the old pier
of the Bridge, thc base-
ment standing on the ster-
lIing, and some of the pin-
nacles and buttresses of the
Chapel, Yere discernible in
the centre and at the sides. The greater part of it,
however, was scarcely to be distinguished from the other
houses, being covered with brickwork or boarding ;
whilst the Upper Chapel was converted into apartments,
and the Lower one into the Paper Warehouse of Messrs.
Gill and Wright, having a cranc attached to it to take
in goods from boats. In front of the Bridge pier, a
square fish-pond was formed in the sterling, into which .
the fish were carried by the tide, and then dctained
there by a wire-grating placed over it: and an ancient
servant of London Bridge, now. verging ypon his hun-
dredth sumer, well remembers to have™gone down
through the Chapel to fish in this pond. *~ . .
“ Tue Nonesven Ilouse on Lonpox, Bripee 1v.1766
(»- 382) is also represented by Scoft in a very dilapidated
appearance, cspecially when contrasted with its splendour
in the sixtecnth and seventcenth centuries; and, when it
was taken down, was probably in the occupation of seve-
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ral persons in trade, or perhaps was shut up and allowed
to fall into decay. One of the most picturesque and in-

teresting ohjects in Scott’s View, is that group of build-
ings formed of the Eastirn Sinpe oF tne Monern
Sovrnwark GaTr AND TowEnrs, (sec engraving opposite,)
with the Second Gate beyond it ; beneath which is a
very perfect representation of onc of the original arches,
called the Rock Lock, and one of the old piers, whilst,
above is shown the third or those open spaces guarded
with iron rails, which alone varied the street-like charac-
ter of old London Bridge, and indicated to its passengers
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that they were actually crossing a river. I know but of
one cugraving, Mr. Geoffrey Barbican, which gives us
" any view divectly up the Bridge-street ; and even that is
80 slight, that were it not that I am unwilling to lose any
fragment rele!ing to old London Bridge, I should omwmit

mentioning it altogether. Y ou will find it, however, in
that half-sheet copper-plate, after Antonio Canaletti,
published in ¢ Bowles's Perspectives,’ entitled, ¢ The
Monument of London in remembrance of the dreadfull
. Fire in 1666. Bowles delin. ct sculp. Published accord-
ing to Act of Parliament, 1752. Printed for John Bowles
and Son, at the Black Horse in Cornhil.”  This prospect
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then, being taken on Fish-Street-Hill, shows the Monu-
ment on the left hand, and the temnination of the street
in the first Northern gate of London Bridge, with some
indication of the houses beyond it; though the whole .
view has certainly a far more spacious appearance than
this part of London ever possessed. ’
“ Before 1 close my notices of the year 1757, 1 have

to observe, from the printed document T have so fre-

*quently quoted, that from 1639 until this time, ¢no addi
tion of salary was paid to the Bridgo-Masters, nor an}
aother allowance ; but when the houses were taken dow:
on London Bridge, the sum of 10/ per anp n was or
dered to be paid to each of the Bridge-Masters, in licu o
fees, &c. arising from the said houses. Order of th
Committce made May 4, 1757. And also when certai
warehouses were taken away, and Juid into the Bridge
House, the annual sum of G/ 10s. was ordered to be paic
in lien of the said warchouses to the Senior Bridge-Mas
ter. And after the Bridge was rinished, lighted, a
watched, one of the Bridge-Masters was ordered to supc
intend the Watchman on the said Bridge, and in ¢
Bridge-Yard, for which he received the sum of 121 A
order of the Commiittee. The whole income of the €,
Bridge-Master at the present time {1786), 100’
Rental at Christmas 1785, 8280/. 1s. 4d.

Present income of the Junior Bridge-Master : Salary, £ 3
&c. as before . . . . . . .72 0
In licu of a stable . . . . . . 4 0
In licu of fees for the | lately standing on Lond
Bridge . . . . . . . . 010
In licu of Warchouses . o . .. 07 ¢

Total Income . . £86 7 6°

So terminates this very curious document, which ba'
furnished so many authentic particulars of the Bridge
accounts at different periods, showing its increasing pros-
perity and revenucs, between the times of Edward the
Fourth, and those of George the Third.
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“ Whilst tha altcration of London Biidge was being
carried rapidly into effeet, in the carly part of the ycar
1758, an event occurred, which not only destroyed some
portion of the building itself, but also nearly the whole
of the works surrounding it. This was the fatal Fire
o8 Tk Trn onavy Brabar,

LN
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hich burst out about eleven o’clock, in the night of
'uesday, April 11th, as it is related in Entick’s ¢ Conti-
uatxou of Mmtlaml, P 20 ; in the ¢ Gentleman’s Maga-
*ae, vol. xxviii. p. 192 ; in Johu Noorthouck’s ¢ Iistory
“f Loundon,” 1773, 4to, p. 390; and in Harrison’s ¢ His-
tory ol Londun,’ p. 410, where there is an engraving of
the fire, probably by Wale, after a drawing by Grignion.
X
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From these accounts, we learn that the conflagration
brake out suddenly from the two ends of the Wooden
Bridge, which, having been dricd by scveral days of
bright sunshine, appeared instantly to be in flames, en-
tirely preventing any approach to suppress it. Though
Sir Charles Asgill, the Lord Mayor, came very early to,
the spot, and remained there almost the whole time of*
the fire, exerting himself excecdingly to stop its progress;
it umtuuu-d raging until the next day, when the burning’
ruins full into the river ; and Entick dhserves, that he}
saw the drawhridge a-light at twelve o’clpek at noon. Al
communication between the City and Southwark being
thus suspended, excepting so far as it could be carried on
by water, forty additional boats were licensed by the
Lord Mayor to work as ferries on the three succeeding.
Sundays ; though the inhabitants of Southwark suflered:
still greater privation from the destruction of the troughs:
which conveyed water to them over the Bridge whilst it: |
was repairing, instead of the pipes which had been dug
up from the water-wofks. The navigation was also;
equally intcrrupted by the vast timhers that fell across,
the arches, and the many large stones which almogt,
hlocked up the current of the tide ; so that the locks at;
cach end only vepained entirely clear. As it was very;
gemerally suspected that thas fire was not accidental, the’
Lord Mayor waited on Mr. Pitt by nine oclock the,
next morning, by whom a Proclamation, dated White-*
hall, April the 12th, was issued, containing the King's
Pardon to any of the incendiaries, excepting the person
who actually sct the Bridge on Fire ; with a reward off
200/, for his discovery, from the Corporation of London;:
From the cxaminations of several persons, theve appears,
to have been considerable grounds for this suspicion. The*
Watchmen and others in the vicinity, on both sides of-,
theriver, declared that about eleven o’clock they observed
tights in several places under the Bridge; soon after
which, the whole building burst into flames; and it was
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also reported, that about ten o'clock, on the night of the
fire, scveral persons, apparently intoxicated, were seen
coming over the Bridge, with a torch, which, in a struggle
between themselves, was flung over the hoarded fence,
where the light disappeared, till all the timber beneath
burst into Hames. Another account, coutained in the
¢ London Chronicle, or Universal Evening Post,’ for
April the 11th to the ]:%th, 1758, p. 350, states, that the
Watchmen actually saw ¢ a person in a boat with a candle
in a lauthorn, busy about the stone picr, which is to'he
,takul down to lay two arches into one; and after a short
time he was seen to extinguish the candle, and the boat
went off, and in a few minutes after thc Bridge burst
out in flames, and continued so until there was no wood
left above the water to burn” The deposition, also, of
Mary, wife of John Dennis, of George Alley, Thames
Strect, tuken before the Lord Mayor on April 14th, stated,
that ¢ about ten o’clock on the night of the five, she was in
the Watch IHouse belonging to Dyers” Hall, near London
Bridge, and, looking over the hatch of the door, she saw
a lanthorn in the Chapel pier.  Soon after, she obscrved
another, and then, losing sight of both, there presently
appeared three in the same place. At first, she supposed
that some vessel was at the Bridge, but the appearance
of the second light showed her that they were Letween
the wood-work at the great pier; and when the three
lanthorms were visible together, she observed that one
was held up and another down towards the tinbers.
These lights she imagined to proceed from workmen,
but in a short time she saw a small flame burst out on
“the same spot, which was damped, and then brake out
again, and, after having been damped a sccond time,
blazed very fiercely ; upon which the deponent went to
the next wharf, and gave notite that London Bridge was
on fire.” This testimony of Mrs. Dennis was confirmed
by that of several other persons, who declared that they
also saw the lanterns. The City was indeed filled with
cc2
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rumours and suspicions of every description; the lower
orders accused the YWatcrmen and- Lightermen ; another
class attributed the fire to the supporters of the new
Bridge at Blackfriars ; whilst a third party intimated
that the scheme Jay still deeper, and believed the design
to have been long concerted. ' We know, indeed, that the
Temporary Bridge was the object of many an impreca-
tion from the common people, who might be tempted to
fire it from the inconveniences which they experienced
upon it; as in the Winter it was so excessively dirty,
that some supposed the Committee had contrived it so tg
increase the toll, by obliging all passengers to eross it in
carriages; whilst in dry weather it was no less incom-
moded by dust. The real origin of the fire, however,
was never discovered ; and Noorthouck observes, that as
there were enough of natural causes to have produced it,
50 it is not probable that persons interested in obstructing
the works or creating new ones, would have exposed
themselves to detection for such an attempt. ¢ In such
a mixtore of stone and wood,” says he, ¢a heap of quick-
lime on the sterlings, accidentally wetted by the tide,
might kindle any adjoining timbers ; or, as it is usual
for scrvants behiud coaches, with flambeaux in their
hands, to clear thom by striking them on the ~hinder
wheels, it is no foreed supposition that some thoughtless
fellow might have struck his flambeau on the pallisade
of the Bridge for the samc purpose ; the flamming wax of
which, dropping iuto some joint on the outside, would
have been sufficient for such a disaster.” A curiousletter
on this subject, from which I have added many particu-
lars to my information, will be found in the ¢ London
Chronicle’ for April the 13th to the 15th, 1758, p. 350
In consequence of this destruction, the Corporation of
London addressed the Pariiament for relief; and on Fri-
day, April 21st, a resolutivn passed the House of Com-
mons, that ¢a sum not exceeding 15,0007 he granted to
his Majesty, to be applied towards the rebuilding of Lon-
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don Bridge.” This produced the Act to which I have
already referred, which made any wilful attempt to de-
stroy the Bridge or its works, to be death without benefit
of clergy.

Loxnon Bripar AFTER THE FIRE 0F 1758 (see p. 390)
presented a truly ruinous prospect ; for nearly all the
centre houses being removed, there appeared a wide
vacancy, with a broken chasm in the middle, down to
the water’s edge, where the new arch was being con-
structed. There arc three engravings of this cdifice
taken immodiatc]y subsequent to the destruction, the
rarest of which is an extremely slight and rude etching,
on a small folio half-sheet, entitled ¢ The Meclancholy
Prospeet of London Budg(. South-East, April 12th,
1758, J. Jump Del. et Sculp. l'ublished according
to Act. To be had at the Acorn in the Strand.” In
this most barbarous prospeet the buildings are repre-
sented in flames ; and I have scen it marked so high as
4s. 1 cannot imagine why Gough, in his ¢ British
Topography,” vol. i. p. 735, cails the next of these en-
gravings ¢ a miserable view,” since it is certainly as good
ag the gencrality of the prints of the period, and is very
considerably better than the last. It consists of a large
half-sheet, entitled ¢ An Exaet View of London Bridge
since the Conflagration of the Temporary Bridge,” which
is a copper-plate of 8 inches by 13) ; and beneath it, in
letter-press, is ¢ A Chronological and Historical Account
from the first building a Bridge across the River Thames
from London to Southwark, till the late Conflagration
of the Temporary Bridge, the 11th of April, 1758.
Sold by Williamm Herbert, under the Piazzas on the
Remains of London Bridge. Price One Shilling, Plain.
Colour'd, Eighteen Pence.” 'The only additional infor-
mation which we derive from ‘this narrative, is, that ¢ as
the wind providentially blew the whole time at East,—
tho’ all the day before it had blown strong from the
Southward,—it did no damage to any of the houses at
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cither end.”  But by far the best representation of the
effects of this fire, is a half-sheet copper-plate, entitled,
in French and English, ¢ A View of London Bmdgc,
with the Buins of y° Temporary Bridge, Drawn the
day after the Drewdfull Fire, April the 11th, 1758, by
A. Walker. Puablished according to Act of l’arhameut
June 28th, 1758. London: l’rintcd for John Ryall,
at Hogarth'’s Head in Flect Street. A. Walker delin.
ot sculp.”  All these prospects were taken on the West
side of the Bridge, and represent the building horizon-
tally across the picture : Hevbert’s extends from Fish-
mongers’ ITall to the Southwark Gate; but Anthony
Walker's takes in the whole Bridge, and part of the
buildings on the Surrey shore.

“ Yet, if this fire were sudden, and its destruetion ex-
tensive, the exertions of the City Corporation were not
lIess prompt and cffectual in repairing of the damage.
The Common Council, like Bunyan’s Captains in
Mansoul, heing always true lovers of London, like so
many Samsons, shook themsclves, and came together
to consult upon and contrive a remedy. The Court
of Common Council met by one oclock on the day
after the fire, and was attended by Mr. Dance, Mr.
Taylor, and Mr. Phillips, the builder of the Bridge,
whom the Lord Mayor had previously ordercd to sur-
vey it; and their yeport was, that with a proper number
of workmen, who should be allowed to labour on Sundays,
they would cngage to make the old Bridge passable for
carringes by the 1st of May. A new Temporary Bridge
was ordercd to bo immediately crected, and upwards of
500 workmen were constantly employed upon it, by
whose means, as it is stated in the ¢ Gentleman's Maga-
zinc' for 1758, p. 193, the Bridge was re-opened for
foot-passengers, on Wednesday, the 19th of April; and
the whole of the new wooden cdifice was ready for
carriages in Jess than a month after the fire. During
the erection of this building, there seemed to be disco-
vered an additional proof that the last conflagration was _
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not acgidental’; for .Daniel Capel, the Inspector of the
Bridge, having heen informed that Mary Donnis, before
mcntioned, and John Scott, one of the Bridge Watch-
men, had seen lights about the new works at an unsea-
sonable hour in the night of the 23rd of August, brought
them to give their evidence before Mr. Alderman
Francis Cokayne. The Inspector was then ordered to
scarch if there were any appearance of fire, and make
his report to the Lord Mayor; upon which he stated,
“that having carcfully surveyed the Bridge with proper
attendunts, they found the appcarance of an attempt in
three places, where the new wood work was scorched
quite black ; and one of the Watchmen also produced
the remains of a link found in the unfinished works of
the Bridge. To prevent another conflagration, there-
fore, says Entick, in his ¢ Continuation of Maitland’s
History,’ p. 21, it was ordered that twe men, well armed,
should be placed every night, from sun-sct to sun-vise,
in a gallery erccted from end to end of the Temporary
Bridge, just bencath the centre of the works, with
lamps lighted, and a bell) to alarm the neighbourhood
in casc of an attack. This wateh was continued under
the direction of Mr. (‘apel, until the whole of the Tem-
porary Bridge was taken down. Before this, however,
as we arc informed by ¢ Owen’s Weekly Chronicle, or
Universal Journal,’ for August 26th to Septcmber 2nd,
1758, p. 173, five watermen, armed with bltinderbusscs
and cutlasses, had watched for a fortnight, from ten at
night until five in.the morning, in a boat under the great
Arch. The opening of the second wooden erection for
carriages did not take place until Wednesday, the 18th
of October, 1758, as we learn from ¢ Owen's Weckly
Chronicle, October 14th to 21st, No. 29, p. 230: on
p- 206 of a former Number ¢f which, the watch is parti-
cularly mentioned ; and we are also told that there was
a convenient pathway for foot-passengers, railed in and
elevated above the carriage-road. Pages 183 and 198
of the same authority, shew that the edifice was strewod
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over with gravel above the planks ; that on each side
therg were uprights for covering it ;'and that a month:
intervencd .betwcen the gravelling and the épening of
the Bridgo. In consequence, too, of the vecent attempt
to destroy the New Bridge, this paper likewise informs
us, p. 238, that orders were jssued by the Lord Mayor,
that no coaches nor foot-passengers should carry any
lighted torches over the Temporary Bridge.

“ It was not, however, until the middle of the yeat
1759, that thc new Arch of London Bridge began to:
assume its intended form; though we can trace its
progress only by slight occasional notices contained in
the periodicals of the day. Thus we learn from a para-
graph in the ¢ London Chronicle,” of Saturday, July the
28th, 1759, page 88, that ¢ the grand Arch at London
Bridge is now completed. 1t is finished in the Guthick
taste,and the balustrades upon it ave fixing. The foot-
paths will be rather wider than those at Westmioster ;
and it is proposed to fix posts along them with chams
from one post to the other, to sceuro foot-passengers
from any damage which might otherwise happen from
cattle.” The strength and complication of the timber
used for forming this Arch, are particularly pointed out
in an engraving and letter signed K. M., in ¢ 'Fhe London
Mnganne for that year, vol. xxviil. p. 672 ; where it
is stated, that about 17,000 feet of wood were contained
within the atch, which, at some little distance, appeared
to be entirely solid, the vacant spaces being exceedingly
small in proportion to the beams themselves.  Its actual
contents were 13,872 cubic feet of timber, forming the
centre ; and 3570 feet more, occupied in booms, guard-
piles, struts, and trusses required for the preservation of
the old and new works, and for kecping off the River
craft, tide-water, and ice. This altcration was carried
into cffect by Sir Robert Taylor, Architect to the Bank
of England, and Mr. Dance, Senior ; and the Carpenter
employed for the construction of this CENTERING OF THE
GREAT Arcr oF LoNpon Bripek (see p. 394), received 2s,
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per foot for the use of his timber,including labour, and took
it back again at his own expense. It measured 70 feet
span, by 48 feet wide, and the risec was 23 feet ; it was
formed of 16 ribs or frames, and was supported on three
Sterlings ; namely, the two side ones of about G.feet
cach, and that from which the Chapel pier had been
removed. The author of the letter which 1 have referred
to, censuring the extraordinary quantity of wood used

in the centre, obcerves that it employed nearly 10,500
feet more tlmn were used at Westminster Br 1dgL not-
withstanding the Arch at London Bridge is -1" feet
naurcwer, and 12 feet lower, though the Bridge itself is
43 feet wider. The nuthor’s own plan, \\'hich is also
aunnexcd to the letter, more resembles that adopted by
the late Mr. Rennic, in his alteration of Rochester
Bridge, in the year 1821. It consisted of five radii,
supporting as many timbers placed pentagonally ; occu-
pied only 7000 feet of timber, and would have amounted
to 1000/. less than the plan actually adopted.

* Many months had not’ elapsed, however, when it
was discovered, that, by the removal of the large centre
pier, the excavations around and underncath its Ster-
lings were so considerable, as to place the adjoining
picers, and even the new arch itself, in very imminent
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danger. The presentiments of many, and the appre-
hensions of almost all, were consequently so great, that
but few persons would pass cither over or under it; the
Surveyors themselves were not prepared with any ade-
quate remedy ; and Mr. John Smcaton, the celebrated
Enginéer, was instantly summoned express from York-
shire to relieve the difficulty. laving immediately pro-
ceeded to survey the Bridge, and to sound about the
dangerouy Sterlings, he advised the Corporation to buy
back again the stones of the City Gates, and throw them
into the water, to guard the Sterlings; preserve the
bottom from farther corrosion ; raise the floor under the
Arch; and restore the head of the current required for
the Water-works, to its original power. These City
Gates, vou will remember, had been previously sold and
taken down, in 1760 and 61, as appears by the ¢ Gentle-
man’s Magazine’ for those years; volume xxx., pages
390, 440, 591, and volume xxxi., page 187 : where we
are informed, that on Wednesday, July 30th, were sold
to Mr. Blagden, a Carpenter in Coleman Strect, hefore
the Conmmissioners of City Lauds, the edifice of Aldgate
for 1770, 10x.; Cripplegate for 911 ; and Ludgate for
148/. Two months were allowed for the removal of
each, the latter being begun on Monday, August 4th,
and Aldgate on Monday, Scptember 1st.  Bishopsgate
was sold on Wednesday, December 10th; and on Wed-
nesday, April 22, 1761, Moorgate was also sold for 1GGL.,
and Aldersgate for 914, 1t was probably the materials
of the first of these, which lay in Moorfields, when Mr.
“Smeaton advised their being thrown into the Thames:
and with so much promptitude was that advice followed,
that the stones were hopght the same day ; horses, carts,
and barges, were instantly procured, and the work com-
menced immediately, although it was Sunday morning.
These particulars are related in the Life of this Engineer,
attached to his ¢ Reports made on various Occasions,”
vol. i, London, 1812, 4to, p. xix.
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“ Whilst we are speaking of this alteration of London
Bridge, it seems to be a proper place to say something of
thre massive features of our ancient edifice, and the oldest
contrivances nsed for the support of Bridges in general,
First, then, the Piers arc said to be raised, so far as
their nature can at present be known, upon rough piles
of oak and elm, shod with iron, and driven very close,
but apparently not fastened. Upnn the heads of these
are frequently found picces of plank, chicfly oak, 4 to 6
inches in thickness ; and the insides of the Piers are
filled up with rubble laid in mortar. This kind of
building is supposed to have heen anciently used when
the bed of the river could not be laid dry ; and the stilts
or piles were then surrounded by a row of other piles
and planks, like a wall, called a Sterling or Jcttee, the
vacant spaces of which were filled with loose stones, &e.,
to the top. The inconveniences attending such a method*
are, however, so great, that it is now entirely disused :
as, on account of the very loose composition of the Picrs,
they must be made both large and broad, to prevent
their entire destruction upon drawing the centre of the
Arch. This great breadth, also, very materially con-
tracts the water-way, and incommodes navigation ; whilst
the Sterling itsclf is in considerable danger of bursting.”

“ But, Mr. Postern,” said I, as the Antiquary arrived
at this part of his narrative, . although Maitland tells
us, in his ¢ History,” vol. i. p. 46, and vol. ii. p. 1349,
that the use of Coffer-dams, or Cuissons, for building
of the Piers of Bridges, was first introduced into the
Thames at the crection of Westminster Bridge, yet it
has been supposed that cven this of London was con-
structed somewhat after the samg plan; and that those
Sterlings are but the upper parts of the machines them-
sclves, left in the water to guard the Piers: though it is
certain, that in most of the Reports, illustrative of the
great rephir of London Bridge, the Sterlings are men-
tioned as additions fo the original structure for the
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support of the Piers. I have heen obligingly furnished,
however, with an interesting drawing and extract from
the MS. Journal of Mr. William Knight, of Mr. Rennie’s
oftice, by which we are cnabled to understand the con-
struction of these parts of the Bridge in a much clearer
and more perfeet manner.  Mr. Knight observes, that
having received several different statements as to the
way in which the Piers of the old London Bridge had
been erccted, he determined upon convineing himself
by an actual survey. This he cffected on August 14th,
1821, when an excavation was made for ascertaining
whether the original structure would support new
Arches of a larger span; and then he found it to be
built in the following manuner. ¢ The foundation of the
Piers on the North side,—bctween the great Lock and
what is caled the Long Entry Lock,—and in the Ster-
.ling round it, appeared to be about three feet above low-
water mark. The bottom of the masonry originally
laid of the Picr, is about 2 feet 3 inches ahove low water-
mark ; and the first course is laid upon a sill of oak, 16
inches wide, by 9 in thickness, and perfectly sound.
Immediately bencath this is & mass of Kentish rabble,
mixed with flint, chalk, &c., thrown in irregularly, but
not mixed with any cement. The masonry above the
sill scems well bonded together, with good mortar joints,
but there are no piles under ihe oak sill. The externul
parts of the picr seem to have been new-fronted at some
period,—probably at the time when the centre Arch
was formed in 1759,—as the base of this new fronting
projects about one fout before the otiginal Pier.  There
are no piles under the original part of the Pier ; but to
the new part there are some small ones driven into the
rubble, — which can be of little service, — with some
planks laid upon their edges. The new masonry is well
bonded into the old work,” Mr. Knight concludes, by
observing that, in all the accounts which he has hitherto
met with, the old Piers of this Bridge are described to
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stand upon piles ; but that, as he found this to e crro-
neous in the present instance, he considers it to be a fair
conclusion that all the other Piers were constructed upon
the same principle. His drawing rcpresents a Sketion
or THE Nortu Pier oF TiE GREAT ARcH or LoNvon

. _MughWaer

Low Waler.
o Gl

Briper, showing the original manner of constructing it,
and the Sterling, or ancient Coffer-dam, standing around
it ; which, it thus appears unquestionably evident that,
not having the art to pump dry, was filled up with loose
stones. The Arch on the right hand is denominated the
Long Entry Lock, and that on the left is a part of the
Great Arch in the centre. I should remark, also, that
Mr. Knight has examined several other parts of this
cdifice with no less care and industry, in order to ascer-
tain the plans adopted at the famous alteration of Lon-
don Bridge, of which we are now speaking ; of all of
which observations he has made interesting sketches and
memoranda. He states that he has felt with his mca-
suring rods the timber, &c., placed in the river to
strengthen the piern of the Great Arch, and that his
sounding leads have been broken by catching in it. In
April, 1826, the opening of the roadway of London
Bridge for throwing of two more Arches into one, to
increase the water-way during the building of the New
Bridge, also made a curious discovery of many of the
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more anciént parts of the original building. The crowns
of the old Arches, observes Mr. Knight, were about 8
feet 6 inches from the present surface of the ground,
which appeared to have been raised at difierent periods ;
and five scverul strata were evidently to be traced over
the centre of the original Bridge, which was 20 feet in
width. Immediately over the crowns of the Arches was
a layer of fine gravel, about 20 inches in depth, perhaps
the ancient roadway, as its upper surface had the appear-
ance of being trodden down and dirty, when contrasted
with that beneath it. The next stratum consisted of
mixed chalk and gravel; the third of made ground of
varions materials ; the fourth, a thick layer of burnt
wood, ruins, and black carth ; and the last, another bed
of differcnt substances, over which was the granite paving.
The filling-in between the Arches was composed of chalk
and mortar, of so hard a nature, that it was taken out
with great diffienlty. With respect to the building
itself, he ohserves, that the stone of which the Arches
were formed, consists of two courses: that of the sof-
fits, or flying ribs, heing Merstham Fire-stone, and the
course above very similar to the stone of Cacn, or Nor-
mandy. In the additions, or casings, on cach side of the
original structure, Portland stone has been uscd, as well
for the facing, as for the Arches; whilst the backing and
filling-in, between the spandrils of the Arches, was
composed of chalk and mortar ; which latter was evi-
dently of a very bad quality and carclessly applied.
Indecd, the ashler facing hiad been sp little attended to in
the bonding of the work together, that it is surprising,
with the great weight bebind, the careless maunner of
throwing in the backing, and the slight nature of the
facing itself, that the whole work has not been thrown
outwards some time since. 4#laving thus, Mr. Barnaby,
added these curious observations to your narrative, 1
must once more entreat you to proceed.”

¢ After making you my acknowledgments,” recom-
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menced the Antiquary, * for the very curious illustration
you have now furnished ; and before quitting the Great
Arch of London Bridge, let me observe, that it contains
the Trinity Standard of High Water, which is placed
there for the benefit of persons erecting buildings on the
banks of the Thames, and originally ingeribed upon a
mectal plate, affixed under the Great Arch upon the North
East side, as it may be seen beneath the centre Arch of
Blackfriars Bridge. It is at present engraven in the
centre of each Pier of the Great Arch, in black Roman
letters, about 7 feet nhove the springing line of the Arch,
or 8% fect over the sterling ; and consists of the inserip-
tion,—

Trixrry.
. W,
1800,

A

the character beneath being the average point of the
ordinary rise of,a Spring Tide at IIigh Water, which,
above Bridge, is 14 feet or 15 fect, heing 5 feet 3 inches
above the Neap Tides. At high Spring Tides, however,
it has risen 16 feet and upwards ; and in that remarkable
one combined with a land-flood, on December 28, 1821,
it rose 2 feet, 10 inches, and five parts, above the mark
below Bridge. From the official tidal observations of the
Trinity Company, it has heen ascertained, that, from
Blackwall to London Bridge, the High Water ascends to
the same level ; and that from the upper side of London
Bridge to that of Westminster the River is likewise
generally level, excepting under the influence of winds or
land-floods. Dauring that ef 1821, to which 1 have just
- referred, the banks of the River, and the marshes and
gardens above Westminster, were overflowed and damaged
to a very consideruble extent ; which has been attributed
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to the obstruction offered by the present London Bridge
to the passage of {he water towards the sea, as we learn
from the ¢ Report of Ralph Walker, delivered into the
House of Commons, 11th of April, 1823, 8vo., p. 9;
where he states, that the tides below this edifice, during
the flood, rose only to the ordinary height, whilst at Low
water the fall was increased by scveral feet. This cele-
brated fall is, of course, most evident at Low water, when
it is abont 4 feet 6 inches, or 6 feet in the Winter scason;
and the most hazardous time for passing through any of
the Bridge Locks, is probably half an hour previous to,
or, for barges, the last two hours before, Low water below
Bridge. The safest time of the tide is at High water, or
slack Low water : but boats may pass with safety for 2L
hours after flood, and the last half hour of the drain of
the tide at ¢hb nbovc Bridge ; the tide having then flowed
ncarly 4 feet below.  Deeply laden harges also take the
drain through at Low water. The Great Arch is doubt-
Iess one of the safest to pass under, and is always used by
craft and barges; but before the erection of the New
Bridge works, most of the other Locks were employed at
the flood tide, when the fall is extremely trifling. When
the tide is on the ebh, the Arches which are chiefly nsed
for boats are, the Draw-Lock,—the 4th from the Great
Arch,—on the South ; and 8t. Mary’s Lock,—adjoining
the Great Arch,—on the North, which is always taken
on the first part of the ¢cbb. The Long-Narrow, once a
favourite Lock, is now nearly abandoned ; but the Draw-
Lock is perhaps considered the safest, and is the most
gencrally used since the erection of the New Bridge
Coffer-dams. 'The approach, however, is dangerous, and
requires a skilful waterman, who is obliged to pull his
boat into the draft or cddy of the dam before he can
make the Lock. Though the works of the New Bridge
have at present closed several of the Arches of the ancient
cdifice, yct the 4th and 5th Locks from the Southwark
end have been thrown into one, with a strong wooden
DD
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vaulting, parapet, and road-way above, to increase the
water-way beneath,  Since the commencement of these
works, the fall of the river has also become less dangerous
for barges, from the returning tide sooner mecting with
resistance ; and instead of a direct fall of 6 feet in 50, it
is now only about G} feet in 250. The draft of the tide,
however, round the Cofier-dams, makes it very difficult
for lightermen to enter the Locks fairly ; and some of the
outer rows of piles are driven inwards from their barges
heing carried against them. 1n 1820 and 1822, the aver-
age fall at High water was ondy from 8 to 13 inches;
and in 1823, after the removal of the London Bridge
Water-works, it decreased {o hetween 3 and 4.”

“ Mr, Barnaby ! Mr. Barnaby !” exclaimed T, fretted
by this long digression in the Antiquary’s narrative, < I
protest you really put me out of all patience : there’s no
keeping you to one subject 5 for the last of your annals
referred to that most wearisome alteration and repair of
London Bridge, which began in 1757 ; and now you are
bewildered in a discourse on the navigation and tides of
the Thames ! Truly, it’s intolerable!”

“ I am aware,” veplicd the placid Mr. Postern, whom
there scemed to he actually no putting into a passion, “ I
am aware how much these observations serve to lengthen
and interrupt our history ; but still they arve vastly im-
portaut to its illustration. ¢ Our life,” says au interesting
aud romantic author, ¢ cannot be like an Aralian manu-
seript, all flowers and gold,” and ncither can history be
composed only of the facts which naturally belong to it.
There must be various incidental notices, seemingly
unconnceted with it, which are at last found to combine
with the story, and to render it much more intelligible ;
and if cver, Mr, Barbican, you publish these Chronicles
of Loudon Bridge, make my words hoth your defenco
and your apology. The fact is, I really am half unwil-
ling to procced to the close of the alterations of this
vdifice, because we have subsequently so few interesting
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particulars on record concerning it ; and other events,—
excepting the usual unhappy accidents beneath its Arches,
—arc alinost entirely wanting. At the time of the for-
mation of the Great Arch, it appears that the wooden
Draw-Bridge was first taken away,—though it Isad then
long ccased to be uscd,—and the present Stone Arch,
cntitled the Draw-Lock, about 30 feet in width, or 16 fect
between the Sterlings, was erceled instead of it.  This
we learn from the ¢ Public Ledger,” of Monday, January
28, 1760, which states ¢ that the centre of the new Draw-
Lock Arch of London Bridge is struck ; so that there
is now a free passage for hoats, &c.” In this very Lock,
however, only a few months afterwards, an accident
occurred, which might have almost proved fatal to the
Bridge itself; and it is thus related in the ¢ Public Ad-
vertiser’ of Monday, December 29, 1760 : ¢ On Tuesday,
a large old French ship, that was coming thrdugh the
Draw-Lock at London Bridge, to be broken up ahove
Bridge, stuck in the Lock, and still continues there,
having done considerable damage to the same ; and it is
thought that she cannot now be got out, but must be
broken up where she now lies.” The same paper for
Friday, January 9, 1761, states, that ¢ yesterday the
workmen, who have heen enployed, for this fortnight
past, in breaking up the large Freneh ship that stuck in
the Draw-Lock at London Bridge, as she was going up
the river, endeavoured, on the strong flow of the tide, to
get her through the Bridge, but could not effect it. 'This
ship, it appears, was but 18 inches wider than the Lock.”
At length, however, in the same paper for Friday, Janu-
ary 30, it was announced that ¢ Yesterday the watermen
cleared the Draw-Lock at London Bridge of the large
French ship that stuck there some weeks ago.’

* The destruction of part of St. Magnus' Church, by
most authors attributed to the year 1759, but which
actually took place in 1760, was the cause of a further
improvement of the North-East end of London Bridge ;

nn2
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by the opening of that arched passage beneath the Church
Steeple, which the wisdom of Sir Christopher Wren had
foreseen, and provided for, fifty-five years before.  This
destruction, then, tuck place by a fire, which brake out
between 9 and 10 o'clock. in the morning of Friday,
April 18th, at the house of Messrs. Barrow and Reynolds,
Oilmen, in Thames-street, adjoining to the Church., It
eonsumed seven dwelling-houses, all the warchouses on
Fresh Wharf, with a considerable quantity of goods con-
tained in them, and the roof of the Church itself; which,
falling in, very much damaged the pews and altar-picce.
The organ, the exccllince of which we have already
noticed, was taken away, but was considered to have
received very serious injury in the removal.  The whole
of this destruction was estimated at 40,000.% and it was
occasioned, says Entick, in his ¢ Continuation of Mait-
land’s History,” p. 29, by the neglect of a servant, who
was appointed to watch the boiling of some influnnmatory
substances, and who left his charge on the fire, whilst he
went to sce the famous Ewrl Ferrers return from his trial
and condemnation. Before he could get back, the whole
shop was in flames. Some of these particulars you will
also find recorded in the ¢ Public Advertiser’ for Saturday,
April 19th, 1760; and in the ¢ Gentleman's Magazine’
for that year, vol. xxx. p. 199. Bcfore this fire, the main
body of St. Magnus' Church extended to the Tower,
which was originally ahout cqual with the houses on
London Bridge ; but when they were taken away, the
West cnd so greatly interfercd with the foot-path, that it
was proposed to tauke down so much of the building as
enclosed the tower on cach side, and to form a passage
under the stecple by arches. This plan, however, does
not appear to have been proposed, until after the Church
had been repaired ; because: the first notice of it, which
we meet with, is in the ¢ Public Advertiser’ of Monday,
September 29th, 1760, in the following terms: ¢ The
workmen Lave paved a great part of the footpath on the



1760.] LONDON BRIDGE. 405

lower side of London Bridge ; and the tower part of St.
Magnug’ Church has been lately surveyed, in order to
make some alteration in the lower part thereof, conducive
to the convenience of the passage of the Bridge.” The
danger which was supposed to be attendant upon its
alteration, was probably the cause of delay in its execu-~
tion; but the surveyor who was employed, had the
ingenuity to discover, that Sir Christopher, conceiving
that such a convenicnee must he required at some future
period, had coutrived the arch on which the steeple
stood, of such strength, that it was essential only te clear
away the intermediate space to perfect the alteration.
Still the work proceeded but slowly, since the next notice
of it is contained in the ¢ Public Advertiser” for Wednes-
dny, August 4th, 1762 : ¢'The North and West Porticoes
adjoining to the tower of St. Magnus’ Church at London
Bridge, are taking down, in order to form a passage to
and from that building, through the spacious arch upon
which the steeple s built; the South Portico is also
down, which fronts the Bridge, and makes a very agree-
able appearance; and the taking down of the West
Portico, to compleat that useful work, is in great for-
wardness.” It was yet, however, almost another twelve-
month before this improvement was perfected, as we
learn hy the following notice, from the last mentioned
paper of Thursday, June 30th, 1763: ¢ On Saturday
last,’—25th,—¢ the fuot-passage under the arch of St.
Magnus' stecple was opened ; which, besides the con-
venience for foot-passengers, makes a very pretty ap-
pearance. A vestry, built of stone, is to be erected in
the Church-yard, to front the new Toll-house, just
erected at the corner of London Bridge. Before wo
finally part with St. Magnus’ Church, [ must not forget
to state, that Malcolm, in ‘his ¢ Londinum Redivivum,’
vol. iv. p. 31, obscrves, —though without citing his
authority,—that, ¢ in October, 1713, the Rector received
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an anonymous letter, which discovered a design of sctting
fire to London Bridge, for the purpose of plundering the
inhabitants. The greatest precautions were adopted in
conseruence, and nothing uncommon occurred.” I find,
however, no notice of this letter in any of the periodical
prints of the time.

“In the mean time, the alterations of the Bridge
itself were in continual progression; thongh all the
buildings were not cven yet removed, and the temporary
Bridge was still standing.  The ¢ Public Advertiser’ for
Thursday, Decemher 25th, 1760, states that ¢ notice
has been given to the people on the West side of London
Bridge, to quit their premiseg by the 25th of March next.’
In the same paper, for Tuesday, February 3d, 1761, an
advertisement announces, that six houses on the West
side of Tondon Bridge, from the North end of the tem-
porary Bridge to the Toll Ilouse, were to be sold by
auction at-Guildhall, to be put up at 156L4 : and in the
paper for \’Vulnesdny February 11th, we are informed
that those houses were hegun to be pul]cd down. In
your notices, Mr. Barbican, of the tokens issued by the
tradesmen of old London Bridge, you mentioned two,
who lived at the sign of the Bear, at the Bridge foot,
which, perhaps, was the building referred to in the fol-
lowing passage contained in the ¢ Public Advertiser’ of
Saturday, Degember 26Gth, 1761: ¢ Thursday flast, the
workmen (‘lnplO} ed in pulhm; down the Bear Tavern at
the foot of London Bridge, found scveral pieces of gold
and silver coin of Qucen Elizabeth, and other moneys, to
a considerable value,””

“ By no means unlikcly,” replied I ; ¢ and I may also
add, that at this period was probably removed the house
of the original manufacturer of Walkden’s Ink-powder,
with which we are still funiliar. We learn the situation
of his dwelling by his Shop-bill, an impression of which
is in the possession of Mr, Upcott of the London Institu-~
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tion, engraven on a copper-plate, measuring G} inclies by
44. Within a double line, and beneath an ornamented
compartment, containing a Bell, is inscribed :—

¢ Richard Walkden, Stationer at y Bell on London Dridge,
near St. Magnus Church, Makes and Sells all Sorts of de-
complanis and Shopkecpers RBooks, ye greatest 1ariety of
Paper-Hangings for Rooms, and all other Sorts of Stationary
Wares, Whilesale or IHetail al the Lowest Prices. Where
may be had Ribles, Common Prayers, Testuments, Psualters,
?'t:. N. B. Il is also the Maker of the finc Britash Ink-

Yowder, for making Black Writing Ink, wt is Tniversally
Allowed to Excel all other whatsocver, yet maide, and 1s of the
greatest Convenience for Country Shoplkeepers to make their
orwn Ink, to Nell again, as Likewise for Merchanls and Sea
Cuptains who goc or Send Ventwres to Sea, to whom great
allowance will be given with printed Direclions of ils Ewcel-
lence and Use. At the same place muy be had y best Liquid
Ink, in its Grealest Perfection.  Customers may Depend on
being Serv'd as well by Letter as if present.

“ T must also take this opportunity of mentioning
another Shop-bill connected with this edifice, communi-
cated to me by Henry Smedley, Fsq.; and consisting of
a copper-plate, exccuted about the Jatter end of the 17th
century, representing a circle surrounded by fruit and
foliage, having two Cupids standing at the upper corners,
and containing in the centre, iwo palm-hranches, enclos-
ing a Sceptre surmounted by a Ieart. Round the whole
are suspndcd lancets, trepans, saws, &ec., and benenth
the device is engraven, ¢ Samvell Grover, at the Sceptre
and heart on London Bridge, who maketh all sorts of
Chirurgeons’ Instruments, the best sort of Razors, Pen-
knives, Scissers, and Lancetts : there are also the hest
Hoans, and fine Fish Skin Cases,” You may remember,
Mr. Postern, that one of my former Shop-Bills was that
of James Brooke, Stationer, ¢ near the Square on London
Bridge.” This Square was formed in the first opening op
the Bridge, above the 8th Arch from the North end,
called St. Mary’s Lock. 1t was surrounded by massive
iron rails, and Mr. J. T. Smith, in his ¢ Antiguities of



408 CHRONICLES OF [a.n.

London,’ p. 26, states, that when the houses were taken
down, the iron-work was bought by several inhabitants
of the Parish of St Botolph, Bishopsgate, and placed
upoen the dwarf wall on the Eastern side of the Church-
yard, where it is yet to be seen.”

“ I have again to offer you my thanks,” answered the
Antiquary, “ for your very curious and recherché illustra-
tions ; and we will now close up the year 1761 by stating,
that we ave informed by the ¢ Continuation of Maitland’s
History,” p. 35, that on Monday, February 2d, the tide
flowed so short up the Thames, that at high-water there
was not sufficient to cover the Sterlings ; so that several
persons waded over, both above, and a little helow, the
Bridge at low water. We may, I think, fairly consider
the history of Old London Bridge terminated at this
place ; since the alterations we have recently deseribed
made its features almost such as we now behold them.
I should not forget,-however, that one of the last picces
of poetry connceted with it, was written by the famous
Annc Killegrew, celebrated hy Dryden, and entitled ¢ On
my Aunt, Mrs. A. K. Drown’d under London Rridge in
the Queen’s Bardge: Anno 1641 You will find it
printed in Southey’s ¢ Specimens of the later English
Pocts.” London, 1807, 8vo. vol. i. p. 15.

¢ As we are informed by the ¢ Public Advertiser' of
Monday, June 7th, 1762, that the workmcen ®ad then
begun to lay down the iron pipes, for the conveyance of
water from London Bridge into the Borough, we may
conclude that the stone-work of the edificc was then
perfeet; although, from those pipes leaking hetween the
stones, there arvse a report that’ the new Bridge was
falling to picces, which was, some years after, the origin
of a particular inquiry.

“ The destructive effects of some very high tides,
which happencd early in 1763, are the principal cvents
connceted with London Bridge at that period ; as the
¢ Continuation of Maitland’s Ilistory, p. 48, informs us
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that, on Tuesday, February 15th, the tide rose to such
a height in the River, that many parts of Westminster
were overflowed ; and, below London Bridge, the inha-
bitants of Tooley Street were obliged to keep to their
upper rooms.  In the ¢ Public Advertiser’ of the follow-
ing Thursday, it is stated that the damage donc to
goods in warehouses adjoining the Thames was esti-
mated at upwards of 20,000L; the great land-floods
having occasioned the water to rise higher than it had
ever heen known, That the Bridge itself was in somne
danger, may be inferred from the same paper of Wed-
nesday, February 23rd, where it is recorded that ¢ three
engines are at work driving piles, for the security of the
large Arch-of London Bridge; some of the small ones,
it is said, will he cntirely stopt, to prevent the water
from ebbing away too fast.” It was probably this cir-
cumstance that was alluded to by Mylne, the Architect,
in his Report to the Corporation of” London, concerning
a new grant to the Water-works, made in June, 1767 ;
and which you will find in the ¢ Public Advertiser’ for
Friday, July 17th. He there states, that in the begin-
ning of 1763, the first winter after taking up the Pier
from under the Gireat Arch, when the other Arches
were stopped up with ice, the whole foree of the tide
rushed so violently throngh it, as to tear up the bed of
the river, and the Sterlings, being deprived of their sup-
port, gave way, and left the foundation-piles entirely
exposed to the water.  Ile adds, too, that only to repair
this damage, the sum of 6800/. was cxpended by the
Bridge Committee. Mr. Smeaton’s answers on the best
manner of ecnlarging and improving London Bridge,
delivered: on March 18th, 1763, may also be scen in the
paper last referred to, for Monday, July 20th, 1767, and
subsequent numbers. 1In the same journal of Tuesday,
April 15th, 1763, it had been related, that ¢ the water
in the Thames rose so high on Sunday, that many houses
on the Surrey shorc were two or three feet deep in
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water; and at Lambeth, the long walk, hy the Bishop’s
Palace, was overflowed, and boats were employed in the
town to carry people from house to house. .

*¢ Although the famous winter of 1766-67 continued
with remarkable severity until January 16th, we find
but few particnlars of it connected with London Bridge;
excepting that the ¢ Gazetteer and New Daily Adver-
tiser® for Monday, January 12th, states that several of
its Arches were then stopped by the ice, and some acei-
dents, which happencd there, are recorded in the subse-
quent numbers of the same paper. Ina notice of the
proceedings of a Court of Comnmon Council on Wednes-
day, July 30th, 1766, also contained in the ¢ Gazetteer’
of the following Friday, it is stated that the Committee
for conducting the recent repairs of London Bridge made
the last report of their works; in which they set forth,
that they had exceuted the several trusts reposed in
them by the Acts of Parliament which I have recited to
you, and at the same time rendered an account of the
money then owing for the alterations. Of thesc it is
observed by John Gwynn, in his ¢ London and West-
minster Improved,” London, 1766, quarto, p. 120, Note,
that they amounted to ncarly 100,000/, hesides the
materials of the houses, many of which were new. He
adds, too, that the Bridge was rendered worse than it
had been, by the exceeding rapidity of the stream under
the Great Arch; and condemns both the appearance and
effects of the Water-works. Of the remaining debt,
then, the Court ordered that 80004, in the Chamberlain’s
hands should he immediately paid; and that bonds
should be given for the remainder, nibt execeding 12,0004,
redcemnble by the City, and bearing interest at 4 per
cent, The Committee was then dissolved, and the con-
cerns of London Bridge werce again restored to that
belonging to the Bridge-House Estates.

¢ There seems, however, to have been but little satis«
faction given by the extensive alterations and improve-
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ments of this edifice ; for, at the very same Court, a
petition for relicf was presented from the Watermen’s
Cempany, stating that the navigation through the Great
Areh of London Bridge was very dangerous, from the
two adjoining Arches on the North side being stopped
up; and vessels heing caught in the eddy it oceasioned,
received considerable damage before they could escape,
which had sometimes oceasioned the loss of life. It was
soon discovered, too, that the iron pipes belonging to the
Water-works, laid across the Bridge, had greatly injured
the stone-work and crowns of the Arches, by frequent
leaking ; whilst the piers of the Great Arch were
weakened, and the current of the tide was altered, by a
new Arch being granted to the Water-works. These
particulars are noticed in the ¢ Gazetteer’ of Thursday,
October 23rd, 1766; whilst in the ¢ Public Advertiscr’
for Tuesday, November 4th, and the former paper for
Saturday, November 22nd, a report is mentioned of
entively removing hoth the Bridge and Water-works,
and greatly improving the whole of their vicinity. In
the ¢ Gazetteer,’ too, for Friday and Monday, December
5th and 8¢h, the dirty and dusty state of the Bridge is
mentioned as arising from total neglect of cleaning and
watering 1t, though the usual advertisements for their
performanee were then publishing.

¢« Kor the consideration and removal of these defects,
a very fair opportunity was now offered; a Committce
of the Proprictors of the Water-works having presented
a petition to the Corporation, for renting, and erecting
a whoel in, the 5th Arch at the North end of London
Bridge, which had been referred to a Committec, to
examine, and report upon. This petition was read at
the Court of Common Council on Thursday, November
28th, 1765, as we learn by the ¢ Public Advertiser’ of
the following day; and you will find a copy of it in the
same paper for Friday, July 3rd, 1767, forming part of
a series of 13 official documents, on the subject, inserted
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in that journal down to Thursday, July 23rd, of the
same ycar. I have already had occasion slightly to
notice these proceedings, of which you may find several
particulars in the ¢ Gentleman’s Magazine’ for 1767,
vol. xxxvii., pp. 337, 407; but T shall now give you
some account of them fromn these more authentic sources,
and close up my history of the Water-works with a
short deseription of their mechanisin, and final removal.
¢ The petition alluded to contains a curious historical
outline of the Water-works at London Bridge, tracing
their gradual extension from one to four of its Arches;
the leascs of all which were to terminate in the year
2082, being 500 ycars from the time when the original
grant was made, the remainder taking only the unex-
pired term. The 1st and 2nd Northern Arches were let
for 500 years, from November 24th, 1582, at 10s. per
aennum ; and the 4th Arch, from August 24th, 1701, for
381} years, also at 10s. per annum, and a fine of 300/
The lease of the 3d Arch, however,—formerly stopped
up and let to a Wharfinger,—did not commence until
Michaclmas day, 1761, when it was granted for the term
of 321 years, at the old rent ; though the Proprictors of
the Water-works had made proposals for it in 1731 and
1743, when it was unoccupied, the last tenant having
quitted it at Lady-day, 1718. These lenses were the
more readily granted, as it was supposed that the Water-
works were a protection to the Bridge and the vesscls
below it; whilst it was asscrted that the Arches they
occupicd were but very scldom used, and the lessecs
covenanted to sccure their engines by piles, as well as to
keep the Piers and Sterlings huilt upon in proper repair.
Their fire-plugs, too, were to be under the direction of
the Committee of City-Lands; the Works were not to
rise higher than the cellars df the buildings on Lendon
Bridge; and houses in general, in the City and its
liberties, were to be supplied with water at 20s. per
annum. In petitioning for a fifth Arch, it was repre-



1767.] LONDON BRIDGE. 413

sented, that, notwithstanding the great expense incurred
for the Water-works, the cngine was yet inadequate to
the furnishing at all times a sufficient supply of water,
The wheels under the other four Arches would never act
with the same velocity as they did hefore the late altera-
tion of the Bridge ; but as the fifth Arch stood nearer
the central current of the River, the eontinual flowing of
the tide would give the works additional power, without
being any obstacle to the navigation. On the other
land, however, scveral counter-petitions were presented
from the Wharfingers and Lightcrmen, stating the
dangerous eddy at the Great Arch, arising from the
closing of those Arches, called the Long Entry and
Chapel Locks, to give force to the current at the Water-
works ; and praying that they might be opened, the
middle of the River kept free, or that two Arches at the
South end might be closed iustead of them., We have
alrcady scen, that these suits made but slow progress;
and accordingly we find that the petition from the Water-
works was first referred to a Sub-committee by the
Committee of City-Lands, on Wednesday, December
4th, 1765 ; to the Committec itself on Friday, Novem-
ber 28th, 1766 : and on Tuesday, December 16th, their
Report was delived to the Court of Common Council.
Before these Commuttees, the Proprictors of the Water-
works appeared on Tuesday, October 21st, and W cdnes-
day, November 19th, 17G6; when the complaints of
their pipes leaking, and the navigation being endangered,
were stated, and remedices ordered to be provided. "They
were also asked, whether they would undertnke, on
forfeiture of thCI!‘ lease, ©to keep their engine at work
during the times of dead high and low-watcr, when their
wheels lay still, provided they had leave to raise their
tenants 1s. yearly for eveyy house” To this they
ultimately agreed, the additional rent being made 2s.;
and to remedy the leakage of such pipes as lay across
the Bridge for the supply of Southwark, it was proposed
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that they should be cntircly removed, the first Arch on
the Surrcy side of the Bridge being stopped up, and a
wheel erected in the second, 10s. per unnum being paid
for cach; whilst the Long Entry and Chapel Locks
were to be re-opened.  Such then were the measures
recommended in the Committee’s Report, as being with-
out danger and of general benefit ; but before they were
acceded to, these particulars were ordered to be printed,
aud a copy sent to some of the most eminent Surveyors
of the time, Messrs. Briudley, Smeaton, Ycoman, MyIne,
and Wooler, whose answers were read to the Common
Council, on Wednesday, February 25th, 1767. At the
same time, too, as we are informed by the ¢ Gazetteer’
of the day following, the Proprietors of the Water-works
were heard upon the subjeet of their alterations, though
the decision was referred to the mnext Court.  T'he
Engineers generally agreed, that by opening the Long
Entry and Chapel Locks, takiug away the water-pipes
upon the Bridge, crecting a wheel in the 5th Arch, and
occupying the farthest two on the Surrey side, the edifice
and navigation would be gencrally improved.  Mr,
Mylne, however, recommended that the 5th Arch should
not be granted ; but that so many Arﬂu-s at the South
end should be wholly stopped, as would he cqual to
compersate the Water-works for their loss by the Great
Arch ; adding, that the pipes were slowly, but certainly,
ruining the Bridge; and that a Water-company, then
established in Southwark, should be encouraged to sapply
the whole of the Borough. The Corporation, however,
did not yet come to a decision, but on Friday, March
13th, 1767, the Town Clerk was again ordered to solicit
the Engineers to re-consider the subject, and to point
out the course most proper to he followed. The secoud
series of answers, which wal read at a Court of Corimon
Council, on Tuesday, June 28rd, chiefly confirmed and
referred to the former. Messrs. Wooler and Mylne
were, however, decidedly against any new grants to the
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Water-works, of which they earnestly recommended the
removal, as well as the opening of the closed-up Arches;
proposing to substitute a horse, or fire engine, on both
sides of the river, or closing up three Arches on the
Surrey shore. Mr. Ycoman also recommended the
taking away of the Water-works; whilst Mr. Smeaton,
considering that the bed of the Thames had become so
uncqual that it would require several centuries to restore
its level, argued that the stoppage of London Bridge was
useful hoth to the Water-works and navigation in general,
and that it remained only to employ the force of water
in the most beneficial mamnner. By his Report the
Corporation seems to have been determined ; since the
¢ Gazetteer ' of June 24th states, that Mr. Mylune was
examined, and, after a long debate, the 5th Arch was
granted to the Water-works, upon the conditions already
mentioned : though there were, subsequently, several
disputes on points of law, and particularly upon the
power which the Corporation had to grant away the
passage of a navigable river.

¢ The ¢Gazetteer’ for Monday, Dee. 28th, 1767,
informs us that the two Arches adjoining the Soutly end
of the Bridge yere, at length, then stopped up, and
wheels preparing to be erected in cach of thomn ; and on
the 30th, most of the Locks at that part cf the edifice
were entirely closed by the ice. It was not, however,
until the year 1770, as we are informed in Concannen’s
¢ History of Southwark,” p. 233, that the Borough
Water-works were perfected by the ercetion of a Steam-
Engine ; though a part of the machinery was originally
erected on the River-banks for the supply of Mr. Thrale’s
Brewery, when it was worked by horses.  These works
were then known by tiie name of their proprictor, which
was afterwards changed for sthat of the C'ompany which
bought them: and an engine ecrected, wherein the
pressure of the atmosphere acted upon the steam-piston,

“ I procced now, Mr. Barbican, to give you some
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account of the Water-works crected at the North end of
London Bridge, which were considered to be far superior
cven to the cclebrated hydraulics of Marli, in France.
You are alrcady aware, that the wheels beneath the
Arches were turned by the common tide-water of the
Thames ; the axle-trees being nincteen feet in length,
and 3 in diameter, having 4 scts of arms, 8 in cach place,
on which were fixed 4 rings, or fellics, 20 feet in diameter,
with 26 floats of 14 fect long, and 18 inches deep. “The
gudgeons, or centre-pins, of these wheels, rested updn
brasses, fixed on 2 large levers 16 feet long, the tops of
which were formed of arched timber, the levers being
made circular on their lower sides to an archy and kept
in their places by 2 arching studs fixed in a stock, through
2 mortices in the lever. To the lower part of the arch
on the lever was fixed a strong triple chain, the links
attachied to circles of onc foot in diamcter, having notches
or teeth, to take hold of the leaves of a cast-ivon pinion,
10 inches in diameter, with 8 teeth in it, moving on an
axis. The other.end of this chain had a large weight
hanging from it, to assist in counterpoising the wheel,
and go preserve the chain from sliding en the pinion. On
the same axis with the piliion were 2 eog'—whods, one of
6 et mdmm«-terflmvmg 48 cogs, and ailother of 51 vogs,
edch working in a trundle of 6 rounds : on this axis there
was also a winch, hy whith one man could raise or lower.
the wheels as occasion might require. Near the end of
the great axle-trec was another cog-wheel of 8 feet in
- diameter, and 44 cogs, working into a trundle of 20
‘tounds, 4} feet in dimineter ; the axis of which was fixed
in brasses at each end of the lever before mentioned, and
comlmlmcutcd with iron cranks having 4 necks, cach of
kich raised “an iron spear ntt:u.hed to levers 24 feef .
K length. To tho other ends were fastened ivon rods-
;nd forculg-plugs, working in cast-iron cylinders 43 feet
long, 7 inches in bore above, and 9 below, \nhere the
vilves were. These gylinders were placed over a hollow
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trunk of cast-iron, with 4 valves in it, immediately be-
neath them ; and as one end of the trunk was furnished
with a sucking-pipe and grate going into the water, they
were ¢ach filled alternately, and delivered their supplies
through curved pipes into a second trunk, furnished with
an iron pipe, through which the water was forced up to
any height required. These were, however, only half
the works ; the whole of the mechanisin being double to
cach wheel. The first wheel in the Arch next the City,
worked 16 forcers ; and in the third Arch were three
whecls, one working 12, the second 8, and another 16
forcers, Their utmost power of raising water was esti-
niated, from four of the whecls, to be 2052 gallons per
minute ; 123,120 gallons, being equal to 1954 hogsheads,
in an hour ; or 46,806 hogsheads daily, to the height of
120 feet, including the waste, which might be considered
as a fifth part of the whole. Every revolution of a wheel
made 2} strokes in every minute in all the forcers, the
wheels turning 6 times in a minute at high-water, and
41 times at middle water ; and it was stated before a
Committee of the ITouse of (! ommons, that in the ygar
1820, these Works supplu «d 26,922.705 hogsheadd! of
water. 1t is usual to give Dr. Dcs.;guhexs as the authori
. for thesc particulars; but I' have ab;tx.'wtod them from
thie ¢ Philosophical Trausactmna, alrcady referred to;
and they are also printed in Maitland’s ¢ History,” vol. i.
p- 51, whence they have been copied into almost every
subsequent account of London. After the grant of a fifth.
Arch to the Water-works, about July, 1767, am improved:
* wheel was.designed by Mr. Sment()n, to be erected at that .
part; of which two engravings and several particu
together with his remarks on the Water-cngme, are jn-
serted in the Second volume of his ¢ Reports’ already
cited, PL. ii. iii. pp. 27-30. °
“ l have in my possession a large and curioug old draw-
ing, in colours, representing two clevations, and a ground.
plan of these Works. and ‘the Water-Tover, executed
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before the grant of a fifth Arch, or the ercction of whecls
at the South end of the edifico, which is chiefly interest-
ing as showing the courses of the main-pipes, then at-
tached to every wheel for conveying water to the various
parts of London ; which were connccted and furnished in
the following manner. Bishopsgate Main, supplicd from
the Wheels under the 3d Arch, and Western end of the
4th, called ©the Upper, and Borough Wheels:" Cheap-
side Main, from those under the 2d and 3d Arches, called
the ¢ Three-Ringed, and Low Wheels:* Aldgate Main,
from those under the 2d Avch, and the Eastern end of
the 4th, expressed by the same name : Flect-street Main,
from a small Wheel in the 1st Arch, and another at the
Western end of the 4th, called ¢ the Two-Ringed and
Borough Wheels:” Newgate-street Main, from those in
the 2d Arch, and the Western end of the 4th, or ‘the
Upper, and Three Ringed Wheels.” Broad-street Main,
principally from ¢ the Low-Wheel,” under the 2d Arch ;
though it also derived some water from that at the Wes-
tern end of the 4th: Grace Church-street Main, from
those in the 1st and 2d Arches, or ¢ the Two-Ringed and
Three-Ringed Wheels : Cannon-strcet Main, trom ¢ the
Upper, and Borough Wheels,” or those beneath the 3d
and 4th Arches: Thames-street Main, from a ¢ Low
Wheel” at the Eastern end of the 4th Arch: and the
Borough Main, from the proper Wheel, which was situ-
ate at its Western extremity, forming ten sets of main-
pipes in all. At each end of the Bridge, round the Wes-
tern sides of the Water-works, were wooden platforms or
galleries, occasionally decorated with plants and flowers ;
and immediately over the Wheels at the City end, were
the work-shops belonging to them. Their history is now,
however, fast drawing to a closc: in March, 1817, the
managers gave notice thet they were about to rebuild
their largest Water-wheel ; bat, on July 26th, 1822, the
third Year of King George 1V., an Act was passed for
théir entire rcmoval, with a view of improving London
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Bridge, or erecting a new one. You will, of course, find
this document in ¢ The Statutes of the Realm,’ by John
Raithby, Esq., vol. viii., London, 1822, 4to, pp. 1049-
1054 ; it being chap. cix. of the ¢ Local and Personal Acts
declared public ;" and T shall now give you a slight idea
of its contents. Having declared, that about 260 years
of the original grants to the Water-works are yet unex-
pired, it is enacted that the Corporation of London shall
raise 15,000/, out of the Bridge-House Estates, for car-
rying the Act into effect ; 10,0004 of which should be
paid to jhe Proprietors of the Water-works, for rendering
void all their licenscs, and transferring all their machi-
nery, buildings, &e. to the New-River Company ; which
Company was entitled to commence receiving rents and
defraying expenses connected with the Water, from June
24th, 1822 ; and it was also licensed to procure leave
from the Corporation to cut the River-banks, &c. below
low-water mark, not cxeeeding 100 feet from the Kast
side of the present Bridge, for laying down pipes, &ec.,
saving the City’s rights in the Thames; paying the sum
of 20s. as a fine for so doing, and 20s. annually after-
wards. Full powers were likewise granted, that the
Compnny might lay down pipes in the strects, and over
the Bridges of Londoun ; and that it might resign the sup-
ly of a part of a district to another party, and reccive a
¥ecompeusc'in return; adding that it should neither be
compelled to continue the supply, nor be considercd to
have an exclusive right to it. Upon conclusion of the
agrecment, the Company was to remove the whole ma-
chinery, &e. within the six months following, which
was otherwise to be taken up and sold by the Corpora-
_tion. The New-River Company was also charged with
the payment of certain annuities to the former Propric-
tors of the Water-works, for the remainder of their lease,
as well as with the pensions due to their servants, &ec. to
be defrayed out of the rents received. Such, then, was
the end of the London Bridge Water-works; and the
EE2
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only other remarkable event which I find recorded in the
year 1767, connected with our edlﬁcc, is, that on Satur-
day, November 28th, about 5 o’clock in the morning, the
tide cbbhed and ﬂow(-d at this place, and at Greenwich,
twice within an hour and a half ; as you will find recorded
both in the ¢ Continuation of Maitland’s History,” p. 71,
and in the ¢ Gazeteer' for Wednesday, December 22d.

¢ The yecar 1768 commenced with so violent and general
a frost, that its effects were felt equally apon the land
and the water. ¢ It is said,” observes the ¢ Gazeteer’ of
Friday, January 1, ¢ that London Bridge is in grept dan-
ger by this severe frost : the most essential of the piles
which form the Sterlings have been lately observed to be
quite loose, and playing in the water ; and workmen have
been prdercd, notwithstanding the imminent danger, to
throw Kentish rag-stone round the piers.” In addition to
this, there were also several fatal accidents, arising from
the River being frozen, which were likewise greatly
detrimental to this edifice.  The night of Tuesday, Ja-
nuary 5, was said to have been the most fatal ever known
for damage donc npon the Thames: one French vessel
was thrown upon the Sterlings of the Bridge, with the
loss of her bowsprit, where it was obliged to be kept for
several days secured by ropes; and two others were dri-
ven through the Centre Arch, losing their main-masts,
and carrying away the lamps from the parapet. Somd®
barges also got across the other Arches, and after the
breaking up of the frost, which was about the middle of
January, the ¢ Gazetteer’ of Thursday, 21st, states, that
¢ yesterday a great many tons of Kentish rag-stones were
thrown under the Great Arch of London Bridge, as a
supposcd temporary remedy against the damage the
foundation received during the late frost ; an expedient
productive of infinite ruin to the navigation, as they are
soon scowered away again, and an accumulating expense
to the City of an alarming nature.” It is also added in the
same paper for Tucsday, February 2, that ¢ the damages
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done to London Bridge Water-works, in the late severe
weather, are not yet repaired, though the workmen have
worked over-hours and on Sundays, ever since the weather
broke. The last damaged wheel will be at work this
week.)” It had heen frequently remarked in the papers
of this period, that the amount of rents received from the
Proprictors of the London Bridge W®ter-works, was
not, in any degree, proportionate to the expenses of their
vepairs, which werce caleulated at £2500 yearly ; and in
the * Gazetteer’ for Friday, April 22, 1768, it is stated
that they returned only £3000 clear of all expenscs.
It Is also rather curiously observed, that ¢ 'tis computed
that there are drowned at London Bridge about 50 people,
upou anaverage, every year; which, as they are the prime
of watcrmen, hargemen, and scamen, amount, at £400
cach, to £20,000 per annum.” The ¢ Continuation of
Maitland’s 1listory,” p. 73, states, that on April 10, in
this ycar, the Thames was so remarkably low, that it was
with difficulty even a wherry could cross it, the sand-
banks on both sides of the Bridge being cntu-cly dry.
And now, as I have already mentioned to you.several
pm'ticulars concerning the foundation of Blackfriars’
Biidge, let me conclude this year with a summary notice
of its completion. The Architect, then, was Robert
Mpylune, Ksq. The first pile of it wis driven in the middle
of the Thames on Saturday, June 7, 1760; and the first
stone was laid by Sir Thomas Chitty, Lmd Mayor, on
Iriday, October 31. On \Vednesday, November 19, 176
it was made passable as a bridle-way, exactly two Y(-ars
after its reeeption of foot passengers; and it was finally
and generally opened on Sunday, November 19, 1769.
The total expense of this building amounted to £152,840,
3x. 10d.; exclusive of £5830 for altering and filling up the
Flect-ditch, and £2167, the cost of the Temporary
Wooden Bridge. Until June 22, 1785, there was a toll
of 1d. for every foot-passenger, and 1d. on Sundays ; the
yearly amount of which, from its commencement in 1766,
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with the purposes to which it was applicd, may be seen
in the ¢ Sceond Report of the Seleet Committee for Ini-
proving the Port of London,’ 1799, fol. Append. s 11,
p- 49. The Toll-house was burned down in the Riots of
1780, when all the account-books were destroyed.
¢ And now to return again to our memorials of Lon-
don Bridge, I do not find, even after the most carceful
search, any particulars of this edifice conuected with the
great Frost of 1783, notwithstanding its extent and seve-
rity for 115 days; and for that of 1789, though there ave
many descriptions of its appearance both up and down
the River, there are but few notives of it at this identicai
sput. The ¢ Public Advertiser’ of Friday.. Janumy 9,
1789, states, that the shipping below the Bridge was in
considerable danger, from the tievs at Deptford, Green-
wicli, ‘&e., being enclosed with ice ; and that (e Thames
being frozen over on the day preceding, ¢ several purl-
booths were erccted, and many thousands of persous
" erossed upon the ice from Tower-wharf to the opposite
shore.” 'The same paper, for the day following, states,
that the frost had then continued for about six weeks ;
whilst its severity down the River kept still increasing,
Passages across the ice, strewed with ashes, were forined
at Gun-Dock, Excceution-Dock, &e. ; and these parts
secm to bave eonstituted the principal scenes of attrac-
tion. ¢ No sooner,” says the ¢ London Chronicle’ from
Saturday, January 10, to Tuesday, January 13, p. 48,
¢ had, the Thames acquired a sufficient consisteney, than
booths, turn-ahouts, &e. &c,, were erccted-; the puppet-
shows, wild-beasts, &ec., werc tmns[mxted from cvery
adjacent village ; whilst the watermen, that they might
draw their usual resonrces from the water, broke in the
ice close to the shore, and erected bridges, witlhr toll-bars,
to make every pussenger pay a halfpenny for getting to
theice. One of the suttling booths has fur its sign,
¢ Beer, Wine, and Spirituous Liquors without aLlcense.
A man who sclls hot gingerbread, hag & board, en which



1789.] LONDON BRIDGE. 423

is written ¢ no shop-tax nor window-duty.” All the
adventurers contend in these short sentences for the pre-
ference of the company, and the Thames js in general
crowded.”  Another specimen of the humour exhibited at
this place, was containcd in the followiing inseription on
a temporary building on the Thames, and printed in the
* Public Advertiser’ of Thursday, Jannary 15: ¢ This
Booth to Let. The present possessor of the Premises is
M. Frost. s affairs, however, not being on a perma-
rent footing, a dissolution or hankruptey may soon be
expected, and the final settlement of the whole entrusted
to Mr. Thaw.” On Wednesday, January 7, a large pig
wus roasted on one of the principal roads ; and on Mon-
Aday the 12th, a young bear was hunted on the ice, near
Rotherhithe,  As usual, too, o printing-press was ereeted
near the same spot, of which there is a curions memorial
preserved in Mr. Crowle’s ¢ Illustrated Pennant, vol. viii.,
p. 262, cousisting of a bill, having a border of type-
flowers containing the following verses; afterwards altered
and adopted in the Frost of 1814,
¢ The silver Thames was frozen o'er,

No difPrence “twixt the Stream wnd shore;

The like no Man hath seen before, -

Except he liv'd iu Days of Yore.
On the Tee, at the Thames Printing-cffice, opposite St.
Catherine’s Stairs, in the severe Frost, January, 1769,
Printed by me, William Bailey.” The same collection
also contains a small stippled engraving, entitled ¢ A View
ot the Thames from Rotherhithe Stairs, during the Frost
in 1789, - Painted by G. Samucl, and Engraved by .
Birch, Enamel-painter.” The severity of this frost, how-
ever; appeais to have been felt considerably beyond these
scenes of amuscment. The East-India ships were hastily
sent down to Gravesend ; t¢ which place, and even helow
it, large shpals of ice had alrcady floated, extending
almost through the whole Reach ; the navigstion of hoats
was entirely ‘stopped, and it was supposcd that the River



424 CHRONICLES OF [a.p.

would soon be completely impassable from London
Bridge to Woolwich. Vast quantities of boiling water
were poured every mcrning upon the Bridge Water-
works, before the wheels could be set in motion, and 26
horses were daily employed in removing the ice which
surrounded them : whilst at Blackfriars the masses of
floating ice were said to be 18 feet in thickness, and
were continually increasing from the many cart-loads of
snow constantly thrown over the halustrades. * The
wvarious parts of the River,’—says the ¢ Public Advertiser’
of Friday, January 9th,—* present different appearances;
in some, the suifuce is smooth for a mile or two, and
then rough and mountainous, from the great quantitics
of snow driven by the wind, and frozen in large bodies.’
Towards Putney Bridge, and upwards, the scene on the
ice again bccame rveally entertaining. ¢ Opposite to
Windsor-street,” continues the same paper, ¢ booths have
been erected since Friday last, and a fair is kept on the
river. " Multitudes of people are continually passing and
repassing ; puppet-shows, round-abouts, and all the vari-
ous amusements of Bartholomew fair, are exhihited. In
short, Putney and Fulham, from the morning dawn till
the dusk of returning evening, are a scene of festivity
and gaiety.”

¢ At length, the expected thaw commenced with some
rain, about two o'clock on Tuesday, January 13th ; and
before night the streets were almost overflowed. ¢ Per-
haps,’ says the ¢ London Chronicle,” from that date to
Thuraday, January 15th, p. 56, ¢ the breaking up of the
Fair upon the Thatmes last Tuesday night, below Bridge,
exceeded every idea that could be formed of it, as it was
not until after the dusk of the evening, that the busy
crowd was persuaded of the approach of a thaw. This,
however, with the cracking of some ice ahout 8 o’clock,
made the whole a scene of the most perfeet confusion ; as
men, beasty, booths, turn-abouts, puppet-shows, &e. &c.
were all in motion, and pouring towards the shore on
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each side. The confluence here was so sudden and im-
petuous, that the waterinen who had formed the toll-bars
over the sides of the river, where they had broken the ice
for that purpose, not heing able to maintain their standard
from the erowd, &e., pulled up the boards, by which &
number of persons who could not leap, or wete borne
down by the press, were soused up to the middle.. The
difficulty of landing at the Tower-stairs was extreine,
until near 10 o'clock, occasioned by the ¢rowding of
people from the shore, who were attracted by the con-
fusion on the water. The inconvenience to the shipping
is now increased more than since the setting in of the
Frost, as no persons will veuture upon the ice to fetch or
carry anything for them, and it is not yet sufficiently
disunited for a hoat to live.” The succecding nuwber of
this paper, p. 60, mentions that on Thursday, January
15th, the ice was so powerful as to cut the cables of two
vessels lying at the Old Rose Chain, and drive them
" through the Great Arch of London Bridge ; when their
masts, becoming entangled with the balustrades, both
were broken, and many persons hurt. The Thames,
however, continued to bo counsiderably frozen for some
time after this. I shall terminate the year 1789, by in-
forming you, that it is stated in the ¢ Public Advertiser’
of Friday, January 16th, that the shares of the London
Bridge Proprictors, which some ycars before had been
worth 3000/, per annuw in Life Anmutus, had then
fallen helow 20002
“1n the years 1793 and 1794, the Great Centre Arch
again became a subjeet of consideration ; for, in order to
confine the rubble which had been deposited there to
raise and prescrve the form of its bed, niye strong beams
of timber were sunk in it horizontally between the Ster-
lings, having upright picces at each end fitting into
grooves cut in the sides of the Sterlings, which forced
them down and held them in their places. This con-
trivance, however, was only of temporary benefit, for, at
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the excellent survey of London Bridge, made hy Mr.

George Dance, in 1799, he suppo%d that only two of
these timbers were remaining, the rest having been
carried away by the ice. If we remember, indeed, the
accidents that were continually happening to the Bridge,
Ly vessels driving through it at this very part, there can
be no great reason to wonder at these defences heing
speedily destroyed.  So early as January 19th, 1795, we
find by ¢ Dodsley’s Annual Register’ for that year, vol.
xxxvii. p. 8, of the ¢ Chronicle’ part, that, about 12
o'clock, two vessels broke from their moorings a little
below the Bridge, when the tide drove them violently
against it. Onc of them being a large West-Indiaman,
making the Centre Arch, had all its masts carried away
close by the hoard, when it drove through with a violent
crash, and continued up the river to Somerset Housc.’
In 1798, alse, the same authority, vol. xI. p. 40, of the
¢ Chronicle’ part, mentions, that on May 23d, a sprit-sail
vessel, laden with hay, drove against the Bridge with
great velocity, and the mast not being lowered in time,
it struck the balustrades over the Centre Arch and
broke them away to the space of nearly ten feet ; the
two persons on board being killed by the stones.  But if
I were to record all the accidents of this nature, which
are contninied in the registers of every year, my narrative
would be much longer, and more melancholy, than cither
of us would deslro and 1 shall add only, therefore, that
even the timbers, sunk as an unprovcmcnt to the passage
of the Centre Arch, were found, in somc degree, to injure
the navigation of the Bridge, For in the examination of
Mr. M. P.—now Aldermén — Lucas, on June 26th, 1799,
he stated, that the chalk, &c., thrown into the water to
support the foundation of that part of the Bridge, had
produced shoals both alove and below it ; and, that the
timbers recently luid there having prevented the rubble
being scattercd, it was stopped up in the wake of the
Great Arch, where it forined a bar. On this account, the



1799.] LONDON RRIDGF. 427

last threc hoursof the ehh-tide, which were alwaysattended
with danger, became additionally hazardous ; empty craft,
under 3 or 4 tons burthen, could not go through with
safety ; and loaded craft could not pass at all at that time.
The stream being then sunk helow the level of the Ster-
lings, the passuge was reduced ncarly one hall'; the fall
commenced and increased until the ebb was over ; a barge
of 30 or 40 tons would consequently pass with her bows
under water, of which it frequently shipped four or five
tons ; whilst it was impossible for any onc to stand upon
the deck, without holding on to some part of the vessel.
Let me add, that you will find all these particulars,
together with a ¢ Plan and deseription of the Timbers
suuk in the Great Arch of London Bridge, in the years
1793 and 1794, in plate vii. of ¢ The several Plans and
Drawings referred to in the Second Report from the
Select Committee upon the Improvement of the Port of
London,” 1799, fol. ; and in the Appendix a 5, B 6, and
pp- 19 and 35 of the Report itself.

¢ As I do not find that the famous Frost of 17904 pro-
duced any very remarkable circumstance eonnccted with
London Bridge, I shall hasten to the year 1799, when it
again hecame the subject of considerable inquiry and
speculation ; the particulars of which are so fully re-
corded in that Report to which I have now referred you:
pp. 5 and 6, sce. 2, and Appendix, B 1,—B. 11, pp. 21—
44, pl. v.—vii. The amount of these proceedings was,
that after a minute survey of the Bridge and River, Ly
Mr. George Dance, Clerk of the Works, and Mr. John
Foulds, his assistant, and Engineer to the Water-works,
exccuted between the months®f May and July, it was
ascertained, that, provided the Sterlings were kept in
repair, the structure itself was likely to stand for ages.
These defences, they added, had then been recently
altered and improved in shape, size, and construction, so
as to retain the chalk, &c., with which they were then
filling ; and though there werc many fractuves in the
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building, they had not increased in the last 30 years.
The average cost of its repairs had exceeded 42004
annually, for the last six years, and the Wardens' receipts
for the same poriod had varied from 97720 2, 11d. to
24,8484 104, 4)d. These financial particulars are re-
mnlvd at la wth in the chmt whence we derive our
information ; ¢ Appendix,” B 10, pp. 38-49, in a docu-
ment entitled ¢ An account of the produce of the Estates
of the City of London, called the Bridge-House Estates,
and the application thereof, from the year 1756 to Clurist-
mas 1798;" which may properly be considered as a con-
tinuation of that paper which furnished us with the
ancient revenues and expenditures. 1 should observe,
however, that the Report still represents the dangers of
the Bridge navigation ; stating, that, although the stream
was 10 feet deep under the Middle Arch at low, water,
yet, at the distance of only a few yards below it, there
were not more than 18 inches. 'Fhese Reports contain
also the following engravings.

“ 1. ¢ Ground-plan and Elevation of London Bridge
in its present state, 2d July, 1799, taken by Mr. Dance.
R. Mctealf Sculp.” A most curious and interesting print,
measuring 8 feet 5 inches, by 2 feot ; showing the sizes
of the several locks; the different heights of the tides ;
the singular forms of the Sterlings; a Scction through
one of the arches and roadway, and the measurement of
every part set down in figures. Sce Plate v. in the large
folio of Drawings, &c. helonging to the Sccond Report.
If to these particulars we add the Water-works, the line
of Soundings taken along the points of the Sterlings, a
Section of the bed of thi River beneath them, and Mr.
Sincaton’s new foundation of the Great Arch, we ghall
have the most accurate materials for constructing the
GmoUND - I’'raN  anp  Erxvarwon oF Oup  Loxnon
1% You: (see the engraving opposite).

) . Another print belonging to this Report, consists
*of, 1 ﬂu: ¢ Soundings of the Great Arch of London Bridge,
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taken from the top
of the Sterlings, 29th
May, 1799, by J.
Foulds and I. K.:’
to which are added
the depths of the
River, at, and be-
tween, London Bridge
& Billiugsgate, taken
at low-water. Plate
vi. in the same vol.
The printed Report
also contains three
othér engravings con-
neeted with this sub-
ject, from drawings
made by Mr. Smeca-
ton, to illustrate his
observations on Lon-
don Bridge, in March,
1763, and afterwards
preserved by Sir Jo-
seph Banks, with the
original manuseript of
his * Report.  They
will be found at p.
25, B 5, of the * Ap-
pendix,’ and they con-
sist of — 1. ¢ Scetion
of the Water-way at
London Bridge, as it
was before the open-
ing of the Great Arch,
and at the beginning
of Feb, 1763:° —2,
¢ Plan of the Sterlings
of , London Bridge,
before the apening of
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the Great Arch ;’—3. ¢ Plan of the proposed Water-way
under the Great Arch of London Bridge,” showing the
bed of rubble, &ec. Igid down for lining the foundation,
and the additions to the two centre Sterlings,  All these
engravings, however, you will find reduced upon one
plate, by W. Lowry, aud iuserted in Smeaton’s ¢ Reports’
already cited, vol. ii. p. 1.

“ Aud now, Mr. Geoffrey Barhican, though I am
rapidly advencing towards the.end of my Chronicles,
like the tived post-horse, which exerts all his remaining
strength when he sees his resting-place is not far dis-
tant, though I may not delay my course to enlarge upon
any part of our subject, yet 1 thivk it not only a fair
opportunity, but & positive duty, to colleet all the omis-
gions that I can remember from the former part of my
history ; ¢ unconsidered trifles,” as Adutolycus says, and
add them to the end of the 18th Century, which is to us
the great barrier between ancient and modern times.

* And firstly, I would observe, that so early as the
year 1179-80, the inhabitants of the vicinity of London
Bridge appear to have formed themsclves into scveral
of those fraternities anciently called Guilds ; though,
having done so without lawful authority, they were
fined in various penaltics. Whilst they all bore, how-
ever, the title of 'Glilda de Ponte, or Bridge-Guild, we
can only suppose that the members of them lived in the
Bridge-street, since the stone cdifice had been at that
time no more than three or four years begun.  You will
find these particulars recorded hy Madox, in his ¢ His-
tory of the Exchequer,” chap. xiv., section xv., pp. 390,
391, note z, and cited from the Great Roll of the 26th
year of Henry II.; the following being those articles
which immediately refer to the present subject. ¢ Bhe
Bridge-Guild, whereof Themas €ocus is Alderman,
oweth 1 mark,’'—13s. 4d. ¢ ¢ the Bridge-Guild, w hereof
“Allwin Fink iy Kldcrman, oweth 15 marks’—¢ the
Bridge- Guild, whereof Robert de Bosco is Alderman,
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oweth 10 marks:—*¢ the Bridge-Guild, whereof Peter
Fitz Alan was Alderman, oweth 15 marks,”

“ In speaking, too, of the reign of Queen Mary, 1
omitted to mention that short notice with which John
Fox hus furnished us, of certain ¢ vaine pugeants,” exhi-
bited to her upon London Bridge. You will find the
passage in the second volume of that edition of his ¢ Acts
and Monuments’ which I have alrcady cited, p. 1338 ;
and it runs thus. ¢ And the next day, being Saturday,
the xix. of August,—1554,—the King and® Quecne’s
Majesties rode from Suffolk Place, accompanied with a
great numhber as well of noblemen as of gentlemen,
through the City of London to White Hall, and at
London Bridge, as he enteved at the Draw-Bridge, was
a great vaine spectacle set vp, two images presenting two
Giants, one named Corineus and the other Gogmagog,
holding between them certain Latin verses, which, for
the vain ostentation of flattery, 1 overpasse.” 1 can dis-
cover mo other particulars of this exhibition ; but the
preceding paragraph was copied by 1lolinshed into his
* Chronicles,” vol. ii., p. 1120,

¢ In mentioning the tradesmen who resided on London
Bridge, I ought, also, to have pointed out to your notice
that paragraph concerning them, first inserted in Strype’s
cdition of *Stow’s Survey,” edit. 1720, Book i.; chap.
xxix., vol. 1, p. 242; where it is said, that ¢ Men of
trades, and scllers of wares, in this City, have oftentimes,”
~—since the days of Fitz Stephen—¢ ¢hunged their places
as they have found to their best advantage. For,
whereas, Mercers and Haberdashers used then to keen
their shops in West-Cheap, of later time they hel*
on London Bridge, where, partly, they do yet 7

“ One would expect {o find frequent referen
don Bridge in the works of our ancient Dr»
my memory supplies me with but very f
though I may observe, that Shakspeare
to the heads of traitors crected over
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edifice, in Act iii. Scene 2, of ¢ King Richard the Third,’
where Catesby says to Hastings,

¢ The Princes both make high account of you,—
For they account his head upon the Bridge. [Aside.

Another passage, referring to this custom, is also to be
found in the second Act of George Wilkins's ¢ Miseries of
Inforced Marriage,” first printed in 4to, 1607, and in-
serted in Dodsley’s ¢ Sclect Collection of Old Plays,’
London, 1780, duodecimo, vol. v. p. 27; where lford
says to Wentloe, ¢ S'foot ! you chittiface, that looks
worse than a collier through a woeoden window, an ape
afruid of a whip, or a knave's head shook seven years in
the weather on London Bridge ;—do you catechise me 2”
In Act v. Scenc 1, of Shakerley Marmion's ¢ Antiquary,’
originally printed in 1641, 4to, and published in the
preceding collection, vol. x. p. 97, is likewise the follow-
ing passage, the idea of which appears to be taken from
the noisy situation of the houses on the Old Bridge :
¢ That man that trusts a woman with a privacy, and
hopes for silence, may as well expect it at the fall of a
bridge.” But ¢ rare Ben Jonson,” in his ¢ Staple of
News,” Act ii. Scene 1, has a reference to these frequent,
and almost usecless, repairs of this edifice, of which we
have rezounted so many ; since he makes Shunficld say
of Old Pennyboy,
¢ He minds

A courtesy no more, than London Bridge
What Arch was mended last.

¢ In William Gifford’s ¢ Works of Ben Johnson,” Lon-
116, 8vo, vol. v. p. 215, he has rather a violent

» this passage; in which he says, ¢ Two hundred
nearly elapsed since this was written; and the

+ill holds. This pumuous structure had

woney in perpetual repairs, than would

2 build a dozen safe and commodious

" the lives, perhaps, of as many thou-
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sand people. A This may seem’ little to those whom it
concerns ; but there is blood on the City, and a heavy
account is before them. Had an Alderman or a turtle
been lost there, the nuisance would have been long since
removed.” As I have alrcady referred to the heads of
the Regicides, &c. standing over the Bridge-gate at the
time of the Great Fire, I may observe, that * glorious
John Dryden,’ in his ¢ Annus Mirabilis,” stanza 223, has
this solemn mention of them, with a finc allusion to the
infernal hymns chanted on a Witches’ sabbath :
¢ The ghosts of traitors from the Bridge descend,
‘With bold fanatic speetres to rejoice 5
About the fire into a dance they bend,
And sing their sabbath-notes with fecble voice.”

Sce ¢ The Works of John Dryden,” cdited by Walter
Scott, Esq., Loudon, 1808, 8vo, vol. ix. pp. 144, 186,
Note xlv.

“ In recording these analecta of Old London Bridge,
I may also take the opportunity of observing to you, that,
from about July to Scptember, you may see almost gvery
¢ jutty, fricze, and coigne of vantage, made the pendent
bed and procreant cradle” of the small yellow flowers
and pointed leaves of the Nisymbriwwe Irio, or London
Rocket. It probably made its first appcarance on this
cdifice soon after the Great Fire of 1666; since the
famous Botanist, Robert Morisou, who lived at the
period, has a singular dialogue upon it, in his rare and
curious ¢ Prazlndia Botanica,’ printed in 1669 ; where he
states, that in 1667-63 it sprang ap in such abundance
from the City ruins, that in many places it might have
been mown like corn, though London Bridge is not
specially referred to. A coloured engraving of the plant,
with the forcgoing particulars, will be found in William

Jurtis’s ¢ Flora Londinensis,” London, 1767, folio. Fas-

ciculus vi., plate 48, marked-311.

“ I have but few other fragments to mention: and
the first of them rclates to the very extensive use which

FF -



434 CIIRONICLES OF [a. 1.

is made of Lendon Bridge as a thoroughfare.  What it
must have heen formerly, when it was the only passage
across the Thames, we know not; but after the intro-:
duction of a toll, the rent at which 1 have told you it
was farmed, affords sonie general idea of its importance,
In July, 1811, however, when the Southwark Bridge
was projected, the Directors of that Company attended
one whole day, to ascertain the probable amount of
passengers, &e. over London Bridge: when it was found
that 89,640 persons on foot, 769 waggons, 2924 carts
and drays, 1240 coachies, 4835 gigs and taxcd carts, and
764 horses, went across it.

¢ But, to descend from the roadway to the foundation,
I shall next remark, that the natural soil of the Thames,
where the present Londen Bridge is crected, consists
chicfly of black gravel, for about 2 feet in depth, below
which it is gravel with red sand : and this we Jearn from
a table of * Boriugs of the River hetwixt London and
Blackfriars’ Bridges, perforied betwixt the 19th of May
and the 16th of June, 1800, by John Foulds and assist-
ants;’ printed in the © Thind Report’ of the Port of
London Commnittee, fppendiz, A. 2, p. 39,

* Another point, comneeted with this part of the
edifice, concerning which I am very desivous of giving
some little iuformation, is the etymology of the word
Sterling, or perhaps Starling, according to the gencral
pronunciation ; yet, what can I presume to say upon it,
when we find that, in the meaning of a defence to bridges,
it is unnoticed in the learned glossaries of Somner,
Minsheu, Stephen Skinner, Sir Henry Spelman, John
Jacob Hoffman, Du Fresne, Edward Phillips, Francis
Junins, Doctors Jolmson and Jamieson, and Archdeacon
Naves? Inthe last edition of ¢ Dr. Johnson's Dictionary,’
indced, by the Rev. H. J. Todd, this signification is
inserted, though the Editor candidly adds, ¢TI know not
the ctymology ;' and, therefore, it seems alike futile to
search after, and presumptuous to conjecture it ; how-
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beit, take what hints 1 have met with upon the subject.
And firstly, in a small tract, entitled, ¢ A short Review of
the several Pamphlets and Schemes that have been
offered to the Public, in relation to the building of a
Bridge at Westminster,” by John James, of Greenwichg;
London, 1736. 8vo, at p. 16, we find the following con-
jecture. ¢ Itis very probable, that the Stallings—as |
choose to call them, our workmen, after the Normans,
having, pevhaps, taken the name from the French word,
eréche, which signifies a manager, or crib in a stall,—
may have heen much enlarged since the first building of
the Bridge.” For my own part, however, I an greatly
inclined to think that the term is of Northern ovigin,
not very much corrupted, since the Danish word Staer,
and the German, Starr, or Starck, a defence, evidently
appear to he the root of it; and Christian dudwig, in
his ¢ Dictionary of English, German, and French,” Leip-
sic, 1763, 4to, vol. L. p. 840, translates the word Starling
by Stakr, explaining it to he ¢ a spur to the pillar of a
stone bridge, for dividing the water.” It is common, in
most Dictionarvies, to consider the word Sterling as
referring ouly to that authorized coin, originally manu-
factured by the Flemings or Easterlings, whose name it
has mage immortal. Even in this sense, however, it is
still connected with the history of London Bridge ; since,
in Thomas Mecarne’s ¢ Collection of Curions Discourses,’
edit. London, 1771, 8vo. vol. ii. art. xliii. p. 316, is a
paper on the derivation of the expression Sterling Money,
written by that eminent Antiquary, Arthur Agarde,
containing a singnlar ancedote on this subject; which,
however, T shall give from the original mpnuscript in
the Cottonian collection, marked ¢ Faustina, . v., art.
10, fol. 52 a. ¢ T suppose,” gays he, ¢ the name came by
meancs the Easterlinges from vs, being Germaynes,
brought vp in the mynes of syluer and copper there,
were vsed here in Englaunde for the reducynge and
refyninge the diuersyte of coynes into a perfecte Stand-
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arde. Asin the beginning of the Quenes Mat® raigne,
they were brought hy ther by Alderman Lodge, (w' whom
1 was fumylyar]ye acquaynted,) by her Mat® order, for
the refining of o basc wigncs And this he toulde me,
That the mooste of them in mcltinge fell sycke to deathe
wh the sauoure, so as they were advised to drynke in a
dead man’s skull for theyre recure. Whercupon he,
wtb others who had thoversyght of that worke, procured
awarrant from the Counsaile to take of the heades vppon
London Bridge, and make cuppes thereof, whereof they
dranke and founde some relicfe, althoughe the moost of
them dyed.” This wild and remantic circumstance
probably took place about the year 1560 or 1561, when
Quecn Elizabeth had all the base coin in the¢ Realm
brought to the Tower, and melted there; when it is
supposed that the fumes of the arsenic which it contained
induced the illness of the forcigners: sce Ruding’s
¢ Annals of the Coinage,” which I have alrcady quoted,
vol. iii. p. 38, note. When, to these particulars, 1 have
added, that you will find a view of part of Old London
Biidge with the houses, in the sixth plate of Ilogarth's
¢ Marriage a-la-Mode,” my reminiscences of this edifice
are concluded to the end of the cighteenth century.”

“ Well, sir, well,” said I, fetching a long breath,
which sounded a good deal like a yawn, I know what
Yyou would say,—another libation of Sack, to the memoery
of Old London Bridge; in the which I more readily
join you, secing that your history of it is rapidly closing,
and that we arc something like the Merchant Abudah,
in Ridley's Tales of the Genii, when he first saw the
distant light after his wanderings in the murky caverns
of Tasgi: though, indecd, Master Barnaby, 1 should ask
you, on your veracity, if we really arc coming to a con-
clusion, or am 1 only deceiving myself in thinking so ?”

¢ No, truly,” answered the Antiquary, “ I have but
little more to speak, and you but little to hear; for,
excepting the usual accidents of London Bridge, which
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I shall omit to notice, the great employment of the last
quarter of a century has been coming to the resolution
of building & new one, and considering the best means
of doing it. Whilst, however, I give you my hearty
thanks for your attention and assistance during upwards
of eight hundred years of our Bridge-history, I would
only remind you of the great mass of information which
we have collected upon it; much of which was either
never hefore hrought together, or adapted to it.’

“ Why, really,” said I, with that kind of half agree-
ment with which men admit a truth not discovered by
themselves, ¢ there is something in your remark ; and he
who next writes the history of London Bridge will have
some difficulty in finding new materials for it, at Jeast in
any ordinary authoritics. But then, you know, others,
who are not acquainted with the mass of matter relating
to it, may accost us with the old Italian saying of|
¢ Where the Devil did you get all this rubbish from ¥ ”

¢ Out upon them for unthankful knaves, then,” replied
Master Postern; ¢ let usconsole ourselves with the thought
that virtue rewards itself ; and so, as I sce that you are
again set in a position cither for listening or sleeping, I
shall, for the Jast time, take up my tale.” To this remark
I nodded assent ; and the old uentleman thus went on.

¢ The present century, Mr. Barbican, commenced with
some active exertions for the imniediate erection of anew
London Bridge, upun the most extensive and elaborate
scale ; of the numerous schemes for which, however, T
can give you little more than a catalogue, referring you
for full particulars to various parts of ¢ The Third Report
from the Sclect (ommittee upon the Improvement of the
Port of London,” 1800, fol., and the large vol. of engraved
¢ Plans and Drawings’ belonging to it. It is stated in
sections i. ii. of the former authority, pp. 4-6, that the
great, continual, and ineffectual expenses of the old
Bridgo, its irremedighle insecurity, and the dangers of its
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navigation, had induced the Committee to collect infur-
mation and provide designs for the building of a new one.
In this cdifice it was proposed to constiuct a free passage
for vessels not exceeding 200 tons’ burthen, to that part
of the River between London and Blackfriars Bridges ;
where it was supposed, upon examination, that they
would always have a depth of from 12 to 15 feet above
low-water, furmed and maintained at only a slight expense
after the shoals had heen cleared away. To ascertain the
number of ships which might he expected to use this
passage, the Committee procured an account of the Fo-
reign and Coasting Trade of London for 1799, with the
measurements of their masts ; by which it appeared that
a Areh of G5 feet above high-water mark, at medium
Spring-Tides, would allow vessels of 200 tons to pass it
with their topmasts struck ; and that of Coasters under
that burthen the number was 7248.  Such, then, being
the general design, the Artists, who proposed sending in
drawings, were directed particulaly to consider a conve-
nient passage over the Bridge, with as little acclivity as
possible, as well as its aceess to the prineipal avenues of
London ; to the attainnwent of these objects with the Jeast
Interference with private property ; to the emhellishment
of the Metropolis of London ; and to the length of time,
and expense of the whole work. The designs presented
were of three different characters: being, firstly, for a
Bridge with alofty Centre Arch, and a descending cause-
way leading to some principal street on cach side of the
River ; 2dly, for a similar Bridge having its approaches at
right angles, and parallel to the shores, to be raiscd on
Arches on a new embankment in front of the old wharfs,
&c. ; and, 3dly, for two Parallel Bridges, cnclosing a
space sufficient for so many vessels as would probably
pass in one tide, their passage being through correspond-
ing draw-bridges; onc of which should always remain
lowered for the usc of passengers. §cc the * Third Re-
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-
port,’ already cited, p. 7; and baving mentioned these
particulars, let us now fake a glance at some of the plans
themselves.

“ 1. Mr. Ralph Dodd, Enginecr, proposed the erection
of a stone Bridge of six Arches, 60 feet wide, and a centre
one of iron 300 feet span, and about 100 high, to admit
shipping up the River ; calculating that the space between
London and Blackfriars’ Bridges contained 3,353,180
siquare feet, and would accommodate nearly 1000 vessels.
As this Bridge was to be erected on the old foundations,
and even to be built in such a manner over the original
structure as not to interfere with the passage across it, it
was to consist of two scparate tiers, somewhat in the
manner of an aqueduct, excepting at the Centre Arch ;
the lower range consisting of small clliptical Arches lving
horizontally, and the upper,—which was to he about 100
feet high,—of segmental Arches.  The whole was to be
adorned with an entablature and balustrade, statues,
sculptures on the lower Piers, and Corinthian columns
above them ; and its declivity to extend from the upper
corner of Monument Yard to St. Thomas’ Street, South-
wark, at an inclination of about 24 inches in a yard. A
pictorial elevation and ground-plan of this design, with
its relative bearing to the old Bridge, are to be seen in
Plates ii. and vii. of the Plans and Drawings belonging
to the Third of the Port of London Reports. Vide also
the ¢ Report’ itself, scet. 8, p. 7, and Append. 8. 1, p. 49.

“ This Plan, however, having led Mr. Dodd atten-
tively to survey the foundations of old London Bridge,
he became convinced of their insecurity and of its im-
practicability, and, referring to it only as a specimen of
its peculiar character, he sent the Committee another
design (2) for a highly decorated Stone Bridge, which he
proposed to be erccted about 40 yards above the ancient
one, on the Enst side of Fishmongers’ Hall on the North,
and near Pepper-Alley on the South Shore. 1t was to
consist of five elliptical Arches, the centre being 160 feet
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span, and 80 feét high, the succeeding two 140 fect span
and 75 in heighs, and the onter tWo 120 feet span, and 70
in'height; the structure was to be raised 90 feet from high-
water, and odcupy 210 feet of the river, leaving 840 for
water-way. The whole wastobe embellished withstatues,
columns, &ec. ; and the estimate for building-it, including
the avenues, &c. &c., was 350,000/. for a Centre Arch
«of 80, feet ; 332,0001. for one of 70 feet ; and 314,0001. for
one of GO fect: the creetion to occupy five years. An
Elevation and Ground-plan of Mr. Dodd’s second design
-are in the volume of Plates already referred to, Plate ii. ;
and farther particulars will he found in the ¢ Report,’
p- 7, Append. B. 1, p. 51. These plans are also farther
illustrated by a pamphlet published in 1799, entitled,
¢ Letters to a Merchant ;7 for which sce the ¢ Gentleman’s
Magazine,” vol. Ixix., part ii., November, p. 9065.

“3. The next design, upon the principle of a large
Centre Arch, was by Mr. Samuel Wyatt, constructed
wholly of cast-iron, with granatc piers, and the bulk of
the superstructure filled up with chalk. This Architect,
however, sent only a model, without drawings, plans, or
cstimates ; sce the ¢ Report,” page 8.

‘4, The design furnished by Mr. Robert Mylne, pro-
posed that a Bridge of 5 Arches, the centre heing 60 fect
above high-water mark, and 150 feet wide, should be
dirccted towards the Monument, which was to form the
centre of a square, and terminate in a new road into Kent
on the South. The particulars of this plan also propose
a considerable improvement in all the streets connected
with the Bridge, as may be seen in the ¢ Third Report,’
Appendix B. 2, pp. 51-56 ; but it has neither estimates
nor drawings.

“ Mr. Thomas Wilson, Architect of the celebrated
Bridge at Bishop's Wearmouth, near Sunderland, fur-
nished a design (5) for one of cast-iron, with stone
picrs, consisting of three large scgmental Arches, the
eentre one being 240 feet span, and 65 high, and the
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two sides of 220 feet: the breadih of the road ahove
was to have been 45 feet ; and his estimate for the iron-
work alone amounted to 55,061/ Sce the ¢ Third Re-
part,” pages 9 and 17, and Appendix c. page 76. A large
engraving of the Elevation and Scctions is also contaired
in the folio of Plans, &e., Plate viii. In section 4,
article 9, page 14 of the ¢ Report,” the Committce appears
to have given a preference to this design, with the side-
appronches and #mprovements of the shores by other
Architeets ; it being supposed that an ascent of about
21 inches in a yard would have been sufficient for such
a Centre Arch.

% The next three designs (6, 7, and 8,) were also
confined to Iron Bridges, and were furnished hy Messrs,
Thomas Telford, Surveyor, and James Douglas, Engi-
neer, of which only one was published. Their first
idea was to diminish the ascent by inercasing the length
of the, Bridge on the Surrey side, and by placing the
largest arch nearest the City shore ; its dimensions being
160 feet span, and 65 rise. Their estimate, including
some extensive improvements nlong the banks of the
River, amounted to 988,154/, ; but this design was parti-
cularly objectionable, hoth on account of its unsym-
metrical appearance, and the inconvenicnce of its navi-
gation ; and in their subsequent plans, therefore, they
placed the great arch in the centre, without any other
material alteration. 'The estimate for this was 1,041,654 :
but their chief design (9) was constructed on the prin-
ciple of inclined planes gradually descending at the sides
on to the wharfs at each end of the Bridge, and rounded
for the convenience of carriages. The cdifice itsclf was
to be of iron, having an ascent of 2} inches in a yard, and
was to consist of five arches decorated with statues,
trophics, &c., commemorative of the Naval Triumphs of
England, which were to give it the name of ¢ Victory
Bridge.” The principal Arch was to be 180 feet span,
and 65 high; and the latcral approaches were to be
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formed upon wharfs gained out of the River by embank-
ments, and supported also by iron Arches, having ware-
houses beneath them. As a protection to the Bridge
and its adjoining buildings, it was proposcd that all the
Arches, but the centre, should be closed at night by a
chain ; that, in the spandrils of the great Arch, watch-
houses should be consfructed ; and that the communica-
tions with the wharfs should be cut off by gates. The
site of this Bridge was proposcd toebe the very line
which the New one is now taking, and the estimate for
it was 1,054,804%. : sce the “Third Report,” pp. 8, 9, 17,
Appendix B. 3, pp. 57-73; and Plates ix.-xii. in the
folio volume of Ilustrations. The Report states that
this plan would prove, in some degree, the most speedy
and cconomical, and that it would interfere with existing
buildings less than the former; though it is admitted
that the turns to the ascent would be both inconvenicnt
and dangerous.

“ Mr. George Dance, Architect to the City, and Pro-
fessor of Architecture in the Royal Academy, was the
only person who at this time furnished the Port of
London Committee with a design (10) for parallel Bridges
with Drawbridges for the passage of vessels ; and a single
glance at the fac-similes of his drawings in Plates xiv.-
xix. of the folio of Plans, &e., will probably be quite
convincing as to their inconvenience. The best idea of
this peculiar design is, however, to be gained from a
large coloured bird’s-eyc view of the perfect edifice,
drawn by the Architect, and cengraven in aqua-tinta by
Thomas Danicll, dedicated to Lord Hawkesbury, and
published November 10th, 1800 ; a copy of which is in
volume xiii. of Mr. Crowle’s 1llustrated Pennant in the
British Museum. It was intended to consist of two low
Ievel bridges, one on cach side of the present; containing
six elliptical Arches, having a drawbridge of two leaves
in the centre of each, flanked by four round towers
containing the mechanism for working them, and signal-
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staffs for flags, or reflecting lamps, to announce which of
the passages was open. The space between the Bridges
was to be 800 feet wide, furnished with mooring-chains,
&e., &c., for securing the ships in ticrs, so as not to
interrupt the passuge of smaller vessels. Each end of
the edifice was to be formed into a grand semi-elliptical
arca, surrounding the Monument on the London side ;
and the estimate for exceuting the whole was 1,279,714/, ;
though Mr. Dance also sent in two more contracted plans,
one amounting to 968,677L., and the other to 807,5371
In speaking of his Double Bridge, I should observe
that he was led to the form of it by the great expense,
stecpness, deformity, and inconvenicnee attendant on an
Arch high cnough for the passage of vessels, which he
cxplained in a drawing, marked Plate xiii., in the folio
volume of Plans, &c. The inclination of Ludgate-11ill
he found to be the steepest which he could adopt for an
“Arch of GO feet, and that would have cxtended the
approaches from Kast Chesp to beyond:Union Street.
The principal objections made to this plan were the
great expense and delay counccted with it; that the
shipping moored in the basin would be exposed to a
strong tide, with some danger ; und that, whenever their
number was considerable, it would be difficult to provide
for their uninterrupted passage, as well as for that of
smaller vessels. For all these particulars, see the ¢ Third
Report,” pp. 9, 10, 17; and the Appendix v. pp. 77-81.
“ Such, then, were the designs laid before the House
of Commons ; and the Committce concluded its labour
for the year 1800 by rccommending the rebuilding of
London Bridge of ivon, with a centre Arch of at leust 63
{ect above high-water. 1t was advised, also, that the
old edifice should remain till the new one were com-
pleted ; the place for crectiig which was opposite the
West end of St. Saviour’s Church, as being the narrowest
part of the River, and having buildings of theleast value



444 CHRONICLES OF La.p.

upon its banks, whilst the Northern end should form a
street to the Royal Exchange. The remqval of the
Water-works wasg also recommended ; and the funds for
carrying these works into effect were propused to be
raised, firstly, by a Bridge-toll on horses and carriages,
which, it was calculated, in 20 ycars would discharge a
debt of 100,000/, ; sccondly, by a sum charged upon the
Bridge-IJouse Estates equal to their annual expenditure,
which, being taken at 4200L, in 25 years, would amount
to 105,0004 ; and, thirdly, 100,000/, more were to be
raised by an additional debt on the Orphans’ Fund : this
sum of 305,000/ being considered as more than sufficient
for crecting Mr. Wilson’s Bridge, and making a proper
compensation to the Water-works.

“ Soon after the appearance of these resolutions, but
too late for publication in the Committec’s Report, two
other designs were presented ; an account of which was
printed in a Supplement to it. The first of these, sce
Appendix 1. pp. 143-147, consisted of a design by Mr.
James Black, Civil Engincer (11), for a Bridge of
Granite, with threc elliptical Arches ; the centre being
230 feet span, and 65 high, and the sides having a span
of 220 fect cach : the inclination was to be 2 inches in a
yard, and the estimate 294.089/. Gs. Two folding en-
gravings, consisting of a Profilc and Sections, will be
found in Plates xxii.-xxiii. of the Supplementary Illus-
trations of the folio volume of Drawings.

“ The other design (12) was hy Messrs. Telford and
Douglass,~—sec Appendix 1., pp. 148, 149,—for a cast-
iron Bridge of a single semicircular Arch, 65 feet high,
and 600 feet in the clear; the roadway being 45 feet wide
in the centre, and increasing to 90 fect at cach granite
abutment, to strengthen the foundation, afford a greater
space, and communicate better with the inclined planes,
The estimate was 262,2807., and a very large engraving
of it, by Lowry, comprehending an Elevation and See-
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tional Ground-plan, with another outline of the ribs and
framing, form Plates xxiv. and xxv. of the Supplemental
folio Illustrations.

“ In conscquence of this last design, the attention of
the Committece was direeted to the consideration of & metal
Bridge with one Arch; and on their meeting in 1801, a
sevies of Questions was transmitted with this last plan to
Dr. Nevil Maskelyne, Astronomer Royal ; the Rev. A.
Robertson, Savilian Professor of Geometry at Oxford ;
John Playfuir, Professor of Mathematics at Edinburgh ;
John Robeson, Professor of Natural I’hilosophy at Edin-
burgh; Dr. Milner; Dr. Charles Hutton, of the Royal
Military Academy, Woolwich ; Mr, Atwood of Knights-
Iridge ; Colonel T'wiss, of Woolwich ; Mr. William Jes-
sop, of Newark ; the late Messrs. John Rennic and James
Watt ; Messrs. John Southern, of Soho, Birmingham ;
William Reynpolds, of Colchrook-Dale ; John Wilkinson,
of Bradley in Staffordshire ; Charles Bage, of Shrews-
bury ; and General Samucl Bentham, Inspector General
of the Naval Works of the Adwiralty ; whose answers
form an Appendix to the ¢ Report of the Select Com-
mitte¢’ for 1601, Nos. 1-16, pp. 9-83. For the Ques-
tions themselves, sce pages 4-7 of the Report: they
were 21 in number, and inquired the nature of pres-
sure and gravity in such a Bridge? whether it would
be strengtiiened by increasing towards the abutments?
how the weight should be distributed to mnake it uni-
formly strong 2 what weight it would bear? and what
force would overturn it at any particular part? concern-
ing the {yrm of the Arch, and how to improve it ¢ the
importance of models and experimenis? the mcans of
keeping ships in the centre of the stream ? the propor-
tionate strength of the abutments ? the possibility of con-
strucling centering for it, without obstructing the ordi-
nary navigation? the nature, power, dimensions, and
method of casting the metal and cetuent to be employed ?
how the design might be improved and rendered more
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durable ? and whether the estimates equalled or excecded
the execution of the works?

“ It was probably the very great diversity of senti-
ment prevailing in the answers to these inquiries, which
caused this design to be ultimately abandoned ; for though
its practicability, magnificence, and excellence, were uni-
versally admitted, yet there were so many doubts as to
the actual strength and cohesion of cast-iron, the power
of the crown of the Arch, the possibility of making the
structure as one sclf-dependent frame, and of fortifying
the haunches without overloading them, that few of the
returns agreed with each other throughout.  Drs. Mas-
kelyne, Hutton, and Mr. Rennie, recommended an ellip-
tical arch ; Professors Robertson, Playfair, and Roheson,
a circular one : some considered increasing the width of
the roadway at each end of great importance ; others pro-
posed making it still wider ; Professor Robeson thought
it not very essential ; and Professors Playfair and Ro-
bertson conceived that it took away from the strength of
the whole. Dr. Hutton, Mr. Robeson, and Mr. Watt,
supposed that the gravity of the Bridge would of itsclf
be so great, that any additional weight would be trifling ;
and that the mast of a ship striking it, would break only
that particular part, without damaging the rest, though
repeated shocks might in time destroy it.  For its con-
struction, however, cast-iron of the soft-grey kind, or
rather gun-metal, was gencrally preferred, aswell as liguid
iron for a cement ; which somne practical persons consi-
dered as not adapted for the purpose, and only advised
the whole to be well fitted together. The papers of
Col. Twiss and Mr. Watt recommended that the Bridge
should consist of three arches; and with that of Mu.
Southern was sent a drawing,—Plate xxvi. in the folio of
Plans, &c.—of his method of more securely constructing
the arch and frame-work.

“ The return sent in by General, afterwards Sir Sa-
nuel Bentham, sec Appendix, No. 16, pp. 76-83, instead
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of considering the lofty Bridge of Messrs, Telford and
Douglass, was occupied by detailing a new design (13,)
engraven by Basire, on Plate xxvii. in the folio of 1llus-
trations. Its principal characteristic was an enlargement
in the centre, into a sexangular form of more than twice
its ordinary breadth, having in the middle an octagonal
hasin, spacious enough for a ship to lic in, without touch-
ing a Drawbridge constructed in cach side ; which Draw-
bridges were to be 30 feet wide, and so contrived, that
either should be sufficicut for a temporary passage ; and
the vessel having passed through one, it was to be let
down and fixed, before the other was opencd.  The edi-
fice itself was.tobe of granite, on a vise of an inch in a
yard, and to have cight scgmental arches, with the Draw-
bridge passage in the centre, guarded by four low round
towers for the machinery. The estimate was 210,411/

¢ The ¢Appendix,” No. 17, pp. 83-83, contains an
additional paper from Mr, Wilson, giving a farther
account of his design, and of a model which he had con-
structed of it; and concluding with an cstimate of
163,496.. for the whole work.

¢ An interval of several years now occurs hefore we
meet with any farther proceedings concerning the eree-
tion of a New London Bridge ; which I'shall fill up with
some notices of the engraved views of the present edifice,
and a few memeranda of the other modern Bridges built
vver the Thames. The prospects of this part of London
arc extremely numerous ; since it has not only frequently
been delineated in scparate prints, but is also to be found
in alinost every volume which treats of our metropolitan
history. Perhaps some of the hest representations are
those drawn by Joseph Farrington, R.A., about the lat-
ter end of the last century, and engraven by F. C. Stad-
ler, to imitate the originals. “One of these is a large folio,
and the other will bo found in Boydell's ¢ History of the
River Thames,” London, 1794, folio, vol. ii. pl. 16, p. 226.
A small neat print of London Bridge is also containcd
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in Samuel Ireland’s ¢Picturesque Views of the River
Thames,” London, 1792, 8vo, vol. ii. pl. 24, p. 221: but
ctehings of an infinitcly superior class, by William Ber-
nard Cooke, are in his beautifal work of ¢ The Thames,”
London, 1811, 8vo, vol. ii. plates 16 and 18. Two of the
most recent, views of this edifice were published in Charles
Heath’s ¢ Views of London,” 1825, 8vo, both taken on the
Kastern side, by W. Westall and P. Dewint. A per-
spective clevation of the Bridge, showing the obliquity
of its arches, and a curious scction of the River bed, also
on the Eastern side, surveyed by Mr. Ralph Dodd, is in-
serted in the folio volume of ¢ Plans, &c. belonging to
the Third Report of the Port of London Committee,”
Plate vii. ; and the same Engineer has likewise given a
large and interesting print of the ¢ South Pier of the Great
Arch of London Bridge,” exhibiting the two chasms in it,
the iron clamps which hold it together, and a section of
the water-way. Sce Plate vi. of the same volume, and
the Report itsclf, Appendix, B. 1, p. 52%. A similar re-
presentation was furnished by Mr. Mylne, and is marked,
¢ Drawing, ¢.’ on Plate i. of the same Illustrations: it
consists of a profile through the middle of the Great
Arcly, taken at still low water in 1767, and shows the
excavations above and below Bridge, made by the rush-
ing of the current. The remainder of this Plate is occu-
pied by Tables of Soundings, Measurements, &c., at
various points of the River near this place; and ¢ A Sec-
tion of the Locks and Construction of the I’icrs of Lon-
don Bridge, as ascertained in taking up of the Pier under
the Great Arch in 1762 Sce Drawing a. Of this 1
have already given scveral particulars,and in Mr. Mylne’s
paper belonging to it, printed in the ©Third Report,’
Appendix, a. 1, p. 26, he has a curious account of taking
up the Piers, and its consequent cffects. Ile was at that
time occupied in crecting Blackfriars’ Bridge; and a
lighterman, named Parsons, employed under him, having
contracted for removing the Pier, consulted him as to the
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best means-of doing so. Iaving examined the building,
he advised his procuring some ,powerful screws, used in
raising the heavy wheels of the Water-works, which
were fastened to the heads of the soundest and securest
piles. They first drew out a few from the outer row, and
then some of the original in the interior, when all the
stone-work which was worth preserving being removed,
and the remainder thrown into the River, the cross-ties
of timber and iron were looscned, and the whole Picr soon
fell into ruins. It was immediately carried away by the
impetuosity of the fall ; for the other piles being removed,
the middle of the work was borne off so suddenly as
scarcely to allow of its construction being examined and
measured. The Arch being thus opened, the danger at
first anticipated hy Mr. Milne soon followed ; for the
accumulated volume of water drawn from all the other
arches acted so violently upon the River bed, as greatly
to increase the depth and force of the tide ; whilst the
corrosion spreading to the old Piers of the new Arch,
attacked the stability of the Sterlings beneath them :
thesc defences being only six feet broad under the
haunches of the Arch, and so close to the Picrs, that
there was neither room to make any suhstantial repairs,
nor sufficient space for a pile-engine to act. It was in
this difficulty that Mr. Smeaton advised the City-Gates
to be thrown iuto the River, for transferring the deep
-water to the lower side of the Bridge ; an idea which he
scoms to have taken from Henri Gautier's statement
concerning the Bridge of St. Esprit. Mr. Mylne remarks,
however, that the whole of thisadvice not being followed,
a farther quantity of 2000 tons of rubble-stone was, re-
commended for the construction of a new bed. And now,
to come back to my starting-placc, and conclude my
notices of views of this edifice, lct me remark, that if you
would see it with all its interest, with the water rushing
through its Locks, and the building itself surmounted
and bounded by the Monument and the Spire of St,
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Magnus’ Church, then the very spot for such a prospect
is the EasterN SipEor LownpoN Brinae (sce opposite
page).

“ I come next to perform my promise of giving some
account of the other modern Bridges of London, and
shall begin by reminding you that the proposal for those
at Westminster and Blackfriars was met by a steady
and violent opposition. This objection to new Bridges
appears, however, to have existed vo early as the year
1671, when it was first designed to build one over the
Thames at Putney; upon the argument of loss to the
Thames watermen, to the tolls of London Bridge, and
to the City of London, as natural consequences. You
will find all the particulars of this subjcet contained in
the Hon. Anchitell Grey’s ¢ Debates of the House of
Commons, from the year 1667 to the year 1694," Lon-
don, 1763, 8vo, vol. i. pp. 416, 417 : and it is singular,
that in this discussion the very places at which Bridges
are now crected, are mentioned as the most improper for
such cdifices. The kind of prophetic ohjection which
runs through the whole dcbate has rendered it a very
amusing article for modern reading ; and an ingenious,
but amplified, paraphrase of it was inscrted in the
¢ Europcan Magazine’ for September, 1825, New Series,
Pp. 20-27. But even in the notes to the Debates them-
selves, it is stated that ¢ Experience has.at length con-
vinced us of the weakness and fallacy of the objections
raised against another Bridge, though private interest, it
may be presumed, was the principal motive: since, not
to mention the many Bridges that have been raised
higher up the River, this Metropolis now boasts,—1763
—¢ without any of the inconveniences, not only a Bridge
at Putney, but one at Westminster, where use and
magnificence go hand in hand; to which is adding a
third at Blackfriars.” The first of these modern struc-
tures was the VauxnanL Beinee, which was remarkable
for having had, in consequence of disputes, four Archi-
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tects, Mr. Ralph Dodd, Sir Samuel Bentham, Mr.
Rennie, and lastly, Mr. James Walker, who carried the
design into cffect. It consists of nine arches of cast-
iron, of 78 feet span, o nd 26 above high-water at spring-
tides; the first stone was laid by Lord Dundas, as proxy
for the Prince Regent, about 3 o'clock, on Thursday,
May 9th, 1811; it was opened in July, 1816; and its
cost amount ed to upwards of 300,000Z. The Strand, or
WarrrLoo Bripawr, was partly projected by Mr. George
Dodd, but wholly bronght to perfection by Mr. Rennie :
it has 9 clliptical arches of 120 feet span, and 3G feet
above high-water at spring-tides; the first stone was
laid on the Surrey side of the River close to Cuper’s
Bridge, by the Chairman, Henry Swann, Esq., and the
Dircctors of the Company, about 4 o’clock in the after-
noon, of Friday, October 11th, 1811; the building
amounted to about 400,000/, ; and it was opened with
great splendour by a procession of the Prince Regent,
and the Dukes of York and Wellington, about 3 o’clock
on Wednesday, Junce 18th, 1817, the anniversary of the
Battle of Waterlon, when it received its name. The
last was the Sournawark Brinar, of which the first
stone was laid by the latc Admiral Lord Kecith, at
12 o’clock on Tuesday, May 23rd, 1815, the Bill for
erecting it having passed May Ath, 1811. It consists of
three imnmense Arches of cast-iron, the centre being 240
feet in span, and those at the sides 210, and about 42
feet above the highest spring-tides: the whole work was
estimated at 400,0004; the Architeet was the late Mr,
Rennie ; and the edifice was opened by lamp-light on
Wednesday, March 24th, 1819, as the clock of St. Paul’s
Cuathedral tolled midnight.

¢ I come now, Mr. Barbican, to speak of the last Fair
held on the River Thames, by London Bridge, in the
beginning of 1814. The Frost commmenced with & thick
fog, on the evening of the preceding December 27th,
which lasted for scveral days; followed by heavier falls
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of snow than any within the memory of man, and con-
tinuing for almost two days, with very short intervals.
During nearly four wecks’ frost, the wind blew, with
little intermission, from the North and North-East ; and
the cold was intense. The River was covered with vast
pieces of floating ice, bearing piles of snow, moving
slowly with the tide, or collected into masscs wherever
their progress was obstructed. A thaw, which continued
from January 26Gth to the 29th, floated so many of these
down the River, that the space between London and
Blackfriars’ Bridges was almost impassable; and the
severe Frost, which rccommenced the day following,
and lasted to February 5thy speedily united the whole
into onc immovable sheet of ice.  Even on Sunday,
the 30th, some persons ventured to walk over it at
different parts; and on Tucsday, February 1st, the
usual entries were formed by the unemployed watermen;
particularly between Blackfriars’ Bridge and Three
Cranes’ Wharf, notices being written against the streets
leading to them, announcing a safe foot-way over the
River, by the toll on which many of them received 64
per day. The standing amuscments of an English Frost
Fair now commenced, and many cheerfully paid to sce
and pz*takc of that upon the frozen Thames, which at
any other time they would not have deigned to look
upon, Besido the roughly-formed paths paved with
ashes, leading from shove to shore, there was a street of
tents, called the ¢ City Road,” in which gay flags, inviting
signe, music, and dancing, evinced what exccllent enter-
tainment was to be found there. That ancient wonder,
peculiar to the place, the musting of a small sheep over
a fire, was exhibited to many a sixpenny audience, whilst
the provision itself, under the name of ¢ Lapland Mutton,’
sold for one slnlhng a slice!  Scveral Printing-Presses
were also erected, to furnish memorials of the Frost, in
41d verse, and new prose; and as I have already given
specimefs of the ancient Thames' printing, let us not
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pass over this last Great Frost without recording a few
of its papers.

¢ You that walk he-e, and do design to tell
Your children’s children what this year befell,
Come buy this print, and then it will be seen,
That such a year as this hath seldom been.”

¢ OmnipoteNT Prrss! Tyrant Winter has enchained the noblest
torrent that flows to the main ; but Summer will return and set the
captive free. So may tyranny for a time ¢ freeze the genial current
of the soul;’ but a Freo Press, like the great source of light and
heat, will, ere long, dissolve the tyranny of the mighticst. Greatest
of Arts!what do we not owe to thee ? The knowledge which dircets
industry ; the liberty which encourages it; the sceurity which
protects it.  And of Industry how precions aro the fruits ! Glowing
and hardy temperaments which defy the vicissitudes of seasons, and
comfortable homes which make you regret not the gloom that is
abroad.  But for Industry, but for Printing, you might now have
beeu content, like the Russ and Laplander, to bury yoursclves under
that snow, over which you now tread with mirth and glee. Printed .
on the River Thames, and in commemoration of a Great Fair held
npon it on the 31st of January, 1814, when it wes completely frozen
over from shoro to shore. The Froet commenced 27th of Decein-
ber, 1813 ; was accompanied by a thick fog that lasted cight days ;
and after the fog came a heavy fall of snow that prevented all com-
munication with tho Northern and Western parts of the country,
for scveral days,” -~

¢ Another bill, on the same subjcet, ran thus :—

¢ Fricnds ! now is your time to support the frecdom of the Press !
Can the Press have greator liberty # Here you find it working in
the middle of the Thames ; and if you encourage us by buying our
impressions, we will keep it going in the true spirit of liberty during
the Frost.’

“ One of the last papers printed on the River was as

follows :—
¢ Ta Madame Tabitha Thaw.
Dear Dissolving Dawe,

¢ Faturr Frost and Sister Sxqw have Bonyed my borders,
formed an idol of ice upon my bosom, and all the Labs of Lonpon
come to make werry ; now, as you love mischief, treat the multi-
tude with a few cracks by a sudden visit, and obtain the prayers of
the poor upon both banks. Given at my own Press, the 5th
Feob, 1814.

Tuomas Tuamse.'
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¢ During the obstruction of this Frost, the tide did
not appear to rise above half its usual height ; and about
the Bridge the ice lay in enormous blocks, where their
occasional splitting very much endangered the edifice,
and causcd scveral accidents; one of which forms the
subject of a highly spirited etching in Mr. J. T. Smith’s
¢ Antiquities of London,’ p. 24, representing ¢ AN Aron
or LoNnoN Bringe,

as it appeared during the Great I'rost ; drawn February
5th, 1814, ‘This is a North-East view of Prirce’s Lock,
or the Gth from the City-end; and it is particularly
curious for chowing at once the modern casing of the
prescnt Bridge, and the ancient edifice beneath it. In
the evening of Saturday, the very day when this view
*was taken, Frost Fair was visited by rain and a sudden
thaw, when the ice cracked and floated in several places
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On the following day, about 2 o’clock, the tide began to
flow with great rapidity; the immensc masses of ice
were broken up in all directions, and the River was
covered with wrecks; until returning industry and the
rushing current removed every vestige of the last Frost-
Fair. The features of this British Carnival are in the
memories of the greater part of the present generation ;
though, if it werc otherwise, the representations of it
are few and scarce, and generally very inferior.

“ It was, probably, the damage done to the Bridge by
this Frost, which again called the public attention to its
effectual improvewent, by widening its water-way ;
and in November, 1814, Messrs, George Dance, William
Chapman, Daniel Alexander, and James Mountague,
addressed a Report to a Committee of the Corporation,
for substituting four large Arches for cight of the present.
Their estimate amounted to 92,0001., supposing the Piers
to be strong enough to bear the increased weight ; which
were to be examined by Coffer-dams, each Coffer-dam
amounting to about 20,000. additional ; when, if the
edifice should be follnd too weals, the expense would be
considerably increased. By direction of the Corporation,
one of the Piers was opencd, when Messrs. Chapman,
and Ralph and James Walker, were nearly satisfied as
to the practicability of the alteration ; though Mr. Ren-
nie’s confidence in the structure was rather decreased.
T'hese particulars are given at length in ¢ An Abstract of
the Proccedings and Evidence relative to London Bridge,
taken from the Reports of a Select Committec of the
House of Commons, the Journals of the Common-Coun-
cil, and the Committee for letting the Bridge-House
Estates,” London, 1819, fol., pp. 68-107: and also in a
Report of a Committee of the House of Commons,
printed in ¢ Reports and Evidences relative to Lon-
don Bridge,” 1820, 1821, fol., pp. 68-107 ; and also in
a Report of a Committee of tho House of Commons;
printed in * Reports and Evidences relative to London
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Bridge, taken from the Reports of a sclect Committec of
the House of Commons, the Journals of the Common-~
Council, and the Commiittee for letting the Bridge-House
Estates,” London, 1820, 1821, fol., pp. 49-52. This
Report candidly states the uncertainty and expense of the
whole plan, and carnestly recommends the crection of a
new Bridge, with not more than five Arches, as near as
possible to the site of the prescut : adding, from the evi-
dence of numerous witnesses, the universal agreement on
the decided advantages to be gained from a free current
of water, and that the Water-works should certainly be
removed, whether the Bridge were altered or rebuilt.
The annual rental of the Bridge-ITouse Estates, amount-
ing to 25,800/, and the property and stock of the trus-
tecs, 112,000[ more, were coneeived to be sufficient for
the proposed wur]\s or that the remainder might be
raised without levying a toll upon foot-passengers.

“ This Report is dated May 25, 1821, and its strenuous
recommendation of a new l)mldmg was a natural result
of the inquirics of the Select Committee of the House of
Commons, specially appointed for that purpose ; the Mi-
nutes of which are priuted in the ¢ Reports and Evidences’
already cited, pp. 7-47. This cxmuination of witnesses
took place in conscquence of several Petitions from
waterinen, owners of barges, &c., relative to the danger-
ous navigation of London Bridge, Mr. Heathficld being
agent for the Petitioners ; and as the naturc of their com-
plaint is gencrally known, I shall be very brief in my
account of jt. They stated, then, that the craft, &e., on
the River having increased one-third within the last 20
years, the water-way at London Bridge was no longer
sufficient for them ; since the Targer loaded barges, in
gencral, went through the Great Arch, which they could
pass only for about six houts out of 24, or the first three
after high-water. On this account, there was consider-
able danger at the flood-tide, because the loaded barges,
then crowding to get through, were all equally impelled
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to the same point ; and thus very frequently damaged,
sunk, or locked together in the Arch. Another cause of
great danger was the getting on a Sterling, when the
water had covered it only cnough to prevent its form
heing visible ; for if a barge passed over it but a few feet,
or even inches, and stopped upon not finding sufficient
water, if it got on the edge, as the water sank, it fell
over; or, if in the middle, was detained there until the
next tide. This evil, too, was stated to be continually
increasing, from the constant repairs of the Sterlings,
which considerably extended their size ; whilst much of
the chalk, &c., being daily washed over, served only to
fill up the Arches. For barges, howcver, not exceeding
25 tons’ burthen, St. Mary’s and the Draw-Locks were
both occasionally used at high-water; but, hesides their
extreme narrowness,—ncither of them being more than
16 feet between the Sterlings,—they are hoth subject to
peculiar and contrary sets of tides; whilst the Sterling of
the former has so great a projection, that a barge striking
it would probably go stern foremost into the 4th Lock,
where it would be detained the rest of the tide, and con-
siderably damaged or sunk. Omitting the numerous
accidents at London Bridge recounted in these answers, I
shall observe only, that some of the Lightermen, &ec.,
estimated their losses by it at 190L yearly ; and that Mr.
Anthony Nicholl, a Wharfinger at Dowgate, stated, that
having, in April; 1820, lost goods there to the amount of
10007., he could not insure property passing through the
Bridge, under a premium of 5 per cent.

¢ Whilst this evidence, however, scemed decisive as to
the great importance of a new edifice, the Corporation of
London appears to have been much more inclined to alter
the old one ; since, on February 22, 1821, the Committee
for letting the Bridge-Ifouse Estates was ordered to
attend the Sclect Committee of the House of Commons,
during their deliberations respecting London Bridge : and
on the 22d of the ensuing March, the Sclect Bridge



1821.] LONDON BRIDGE. 459

Commitice was also dirccted to consider of the Report on
altering the structure, as proposed by Mr. Dance, &c.
The result of the latter inquiry was given in a Report
dated April 11, contained in the Tract of Documents
already cited, p. 78; and it stated that, on March 30, a
conference having been held with the Earl of Liverpool
and the Right Hon. Nicholas Vansittart, the Committee,
&e., were informed that His Majesty’s Ministers would
not sanction the appropriation of the public revenue
towards the erection of a new Bridge ; though it was
considered that tolls might be levied for that purpose.
From this interview, the Committec was induced to
recommend the alteration of the old London Bridge, as
all the proposed funds for building a new one were either
objectianable or wholly insufficient. The Corporation of
London having agreed to this return, it was delivered to
the Sclect C'ommittee of the ITouse of Commons, where
evidence was heing received on the part of the Corpora-
tion ; as contained in the tract of Documents before
referred to, Append. No. 1, pp. 53-129 ; the proceedings
lasting from Wednesday, March 23, 1821, to Monday,
May 14, and the examinations on the part of the City
being conducted by Mr. Randle Jackson. Fhis evidence
was divided into two principal parts; the first being
intended to disprove the allegations of the petitioners
respecting the inconveniences ; and the sccond, that the
proposed alteration of the Bridge would be both a prac-
ticable and sufficient improvement. 'F'o ascertain whether
the centre had undergone any recent or continued settle-
ment, since the great alteration of 1758, Mr. Francis
Giles surveyed it on March 6, 1821, and found, by a
spirit-level on the cornice of the Gircat Arch, that the
Western side inclined only 2} inches below a right line
of 83 feet, whilst the varidtion on the Kast was no more
than 2§ inches ; and even this depression was supposed to
have taken place soon after the striking of the new Arch,
as there appearcd neither crevices in the joints, nor frac-
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tures in the stones, as indicating any later sinking. The
Sterlings and Piles were stated-to be in generally good
repair, though the former had been increased from 4 to &
feet cach at the Great Arch, to make them of a more
easy sweep, and form a smoother passage for the current.
To guard against any increase of depth there, which
might render the Piles insecure, it was stated that monthly
soundings were taken and registered, and large stoncs
ocensionally dropped in, which were found to remain ;
bat it was not the custom to throw them in large quan-
tities, though the Sterlings of St. Mary’s, and the 4th
and 5th Locks, had recently reecived about 153 tons of
chalk.

“ These particulars were chiefly communicated by
James Mountague, Es., Supevintendant of the Works
at London Bridge, and Mr. Jolm Kitching, the Tide-
Carpenter; but the most interesting and curious cvi-
dence, which was intended to show the nature and
amount of the Bridge- House funds, was given by Robert
Finch Newman, Exq., Comptroller of the Bridge-House
Estates ; and embraced a great variety of information
relating to the history, property, and officers belonging
to this edifice. ¥rom his answers, it appeared, that the
real and personal property of London Bridge produced
an income of 80,503/, Ts. 84. ; out of which the rental
of the Bridge-Ilouse Estates amounted, in 1819, to
23,990/ b5s., and in 1820 to 25,805/, 13s. 2d. This
rental consisted of ¢ Proper Rents,” or those arvising from
premises within the City ; ¢ Foreign Rents,’ derived from
places without London ; ¢ Quit Rents,” which have been
already explained ; and ¢ Lands Purchased,’ or possessions
formerly bought of the Crown. Before the Reformation,
we have seen that some of them were subject to the
expense of certain religious services; and the ancient
estate of Stratford, producing a rent of 409L 4s., is still
charged with the support of St. Michael’s and Peg’s Hole
Bridges there, on which 24670 8s. 11d. have been laid
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out sinee 1724 ; and 504 per annum arc paid as a com-
position for repairing the causeway. It was further
added, that the City was indebted to the Bridge-House
the sums of 36,383 4s. Gd. in cash, and 9000/ in 3 per
cent. Consols ; whilst its capital consisted of
4 per Cent. Consolidated Bank Awuuities, vested in

the names of the Chamberlain, Town-Cleik, and

Comptroller of the Bridge-Honse Estates .. . . £54,000 0 0
3 per Cent. Consolidated Bank Annuitiea . . . 17,257 1 6
3 per Cent. ditto, in the name ot the A:count'\nt-

Genceral of the Court of (‘lmmu), to be vested

in Frechold property . . . . .. 3,860 12 6
Fvcheqncr Bills, and Cash, for t]lL same purpmo 850 17 1
Cash in the hznds of the Chamberlain of London,

as Banker to the Bridge-1Touse Istaices, and the

Bridge Masters, about . . . . ., .. .. 4200 0 0

¢ The next branch of the evidence was to show the
practicability and advantage of the proposed alterations,
contrasted with the crection of a nmew Bridge; Mr.
Rennic’s estimate for which amounted to 450,000/, in-
cluding 20,000/, for a temporary passage, as it was to be
erected on the old site, with nearly the present approaches.
The crown of the principal Arch of this structuro was
intended to he 29 feet 6 inches over high-water mark,
being 14 fect 3 inches more than the present ; and the
quantity of stonc for it was calculated at 70,000 tons.
The principal argument for altering the old edifice was,
that the Piers might be examined at low-water, at a
trifling cost, without Coffer-dams, and in ahout a month’s
time ; on account of the apparent strength of the fabric
as discovered in an excavation made in May, 1821, on
the City side of the North Picr of the Great Arch, about
14 feet from the Western front.  There is a lithographic
print of this opening, by Mr. James Walker ; and par-
ticular descriptions of its construction arc contained with
it, in the tract of ¢ Reperts and Evidences,” as given
by that Engineer, Mr. William Chapman, and Mr.
Thomas Piper, Stone-Mason to the City, sce pp. 87, 102,
111, and 127 ; but with its formation, as examined in
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this very year by Mr. Knight, we are already perfectly
well acquainted. As it was found, however, as he also
stated, that, in all probability, none of the Piers rested
solely on Piles, they were considercd capable of bearing
a much greater weight than the present Bridge, though
that was proposed to be lightened in the alteration ; and
as the Piers of the Great Arch supported the super-
structure when the depth under it was 24 feet at low-
water, they were belicved to be perfectly equal to carrying
it with a depth of 10, to which the River-bed was pro-
posed to-be levelled. Mr. Chapman also stated, that
though a new Bridge would admit of greater perfection,
yet that the intended alteration might answer the
purpose, and the whole work be rendered secure, if the
Sterlings were kept in repair ; though he thought they
might be both lowered and contracted. And should this
alteration prove even insufficient asto the water-way, he
considered that two new Arches might be formed at the
North end, giving an addition of 43 feet, for the expense
of about 20,000/ cach. This alteration was cxpected to
reduce the annual repairs of the Bridge, from one-half to
two-thirds of its former amount ; and abate the quantity
of the fall of water from 5 feet to 3 inches: though the
velocity of the strcam above-bridge would be thereby
increased, since a greater quantity of water would have
to run through in the samec time ; and as the tide would
flow higher, and ebb lower, the inclination of the River’s
surface would likewise be incrcased. This inclination
amounts at present to G inches in a mile, or 1.foot between
Westminsier and London Bridges, at low-water ; and
estimating it at double after the alterations, it was cal-
culated by Messrs. James Walker, and Stephen Leach,
Superintendant of Improvements in the Thames Navi-
gation, that its effect would extend as far as Kew Bridge.
They also supposed that the water would ebb sooner from
the wharfs, and thus leave their barges less time afloat ;
from all which circumstances, it seemed important that
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the River should be artificially deepenecd, the shoals
cleared, and the wholc navigation gradually prepared to
mect the effects of the enlargement of London Bridge.

¢ The last part of the evidence was intended to prove,
that the increased water-way would be more than suffi-
cient to satisfy the petitioners ; but though the owners
of the Coal-craft were contented with this, some of the
Wharfingers still objected to the short time their vessels
could work, from the rapid flow of the tide; and con-
tended that the remaining six Arches on the North
would collect ice cnough to block up the River above
the Bridge. From these examinations, the Bridge-
Committee was convineed of the superior advantage of
crecting & New Bridge, as expressed to the Corporation
in a Report dated April 12th, 1821 ; though, from the
difficulty of raising funds for it, unassisted by Parliament,
on June 2d, another Report was made, stating that a
Select Committee having attended the Ilousc of Com-
mons, it had adduced cvidence to prove the stability of
the Bridge ; that the inconvenicnees complained of were
exaggerated ; and that the proposed alteration was both
sufficient and practicable : notwithstanding which, how-
ever, the IHouse of Commons’” Committee, in its Report
of May 25th, recommended a Bill for a new Bridge to be
presented early in the next Session.

“ Thesc proceedings were followed by a survey of the
Thames, from the present Bridge to the old Swan Stairs,
made by appointment of the City, about August, 1822,
and taken at low-water mark, when the depth was found
to vary from 9 feet to 33} ; the greatest being at 84 feet
from the Sterlings, and the least at 290. The measare-
ments were taken by a line divided into spaces of 12 feet
by picces of red cloth, passing between two others ; one
being extended from the Old Swan entirely across the
River, and the second from the Sterling points at the
Great Arch.

¢ To procure designs for a new Bridge, on June 15th,
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1822, the Corporation advertised premiums of 250/,
1502, and 100L, for the first, second, and third in merit,
which produced abont a hundred drawings; their
inspection heing referred, November 15th, by the Bridge-
House Committee, to John Nash, Johm Soane, Robert
Smirke, and William Mouuntague, Esqrs. : whose answers
were given in three Reports in Deceniber, 1822, and the
following January, and the premiums awarded to Messrs.
Fowler, Borer, and Busby ; though onc of the designs
of the late Mr. Rennie was that ultimately adopted. The
rebuilding of London Bridge was then officially referred
to Parliament by order of the Corporation, February
19th, 1823, when a Select Committee, formed from that
for managing the Bridge-1Touse Estates, provided a
Bill ; though the menasure was &till a matter of dispute,
from the doubts existing of its cffects on the navigation,
the expense which it would incur, and on the designs
already presented.

“On July 4th, however, 1823, — the 4th yecar of
George 1V., Chapter 50,—the Royal Assent was given
to ¢ An Act for the Rebuilding of London Bridge, and
for the improving and making suitable approaches there-
to;” which is printed in ¢A Collection of the Public
General Statutes,” London, 1823, folio, pages 478-536.
It commenced by noticing the title of the Corporation
of London to be Conservator of the Thames, and its
right to the Bridge-Housc Estates for the benefit of
London Bridge; and after rcferring to the Acts for its
improvement and removing the Water-works, the evils
of the prescat building, and the expedience of a new
one, it then proceeded to give the following powers, to
remain in force for 10 years. To take down, and sell

-the old Bridge; either leaving it till the completion of
the new one, or crecting a temporary structure before
removing it : to build a new edifice of Giranite, either on
the present site, or within 180 feet Westward, with
convenient approaches, according to the designs of John



1822.] LONDON BRIDGE. 465
Rennie, Esq., with any alterations, being, with the
Enginecr and Contractor, previously approved by the
Lords of the Treasury; the new building standing in
the parishes where its abutments are placed, and mark-
ing tho extent of any jurisdiction instead of the old one :
to embank the River in a straight line, from the centre
of the abutments of the present Bridge, to the distance
of 180 feet West, and 110, East; to raise and lower,
new pave, alter, or stop up, strects, &c., in the approaches;
and close them during the cexecution of the Act, to the
distance of 300 yards from the present edifice ; to land
materials free of duty, and to occupy places for storing
them, also within 300 feet ; to take down houses, &c.,
beside those entered in the schedule, upon recompense
being previously made ; to occupy the burial-ground of
St. Magnus” Church, prowdmg another ; to sct back
houses on the Western side of Grace-Church Street,
Fish-Street Hill, and High-Street, Southwark, between
Lombard-Strect and St. Margaret’s-Hill; to scll, or
grant lcases of, ground not wanted, and apply the pro-
duce to the purposcs of the Act; to receive from the
Lords of the Trcasury the sum of 150,000/. ; additional
funds being raiscd on credit of the Bridge-Ilouse Estates
by mortgages, annuities, bonds, &e.; to set apart the
yearly sum of 12,000/ from the Bridge-House rents,
for payment of existing charges and expenses; and to
form a sinking-fund for redecming the monies borrowed ;
the residue of the rents being deposited with the Cham-
berlain, for paying of interest, &ec. ; the expenses of the
Act, designs, &c., being discharged from other sums
belonging to the Bridge-Housc Estates. It was also
providcd, that the Corporation should be answerable for
the misuse of these funds, a yearly statement of accounts
being laid before Parliament; though it is not to be
liable for failure of the rents, &c., on which money is
horrowed, for damage occa,sioncd by removal of the
Bridge, nor for the work being left unfinished, by the

INIH



166 CITRONICLES OF [a.p.

funds proving insufficient. The Act closed with powers
for appointing Committees, with Clerks, &e., to execute
it, saving interested persons ; and with the usual clanses
for lighting, watching, making compensation for tithes,
&c., &c. The schedule of houses to be taken down
contained the particulars of 43 huildings on the City side,
and of 109 in Southwark.

¢ Tt heing determined to retain the old edifice till the
completion of its successor, the site of the new Bridge
was fixed at ahout 100 feet Westward of the present,
St. Saviour's Church standing above it; though the
perfect plan of its approaches can scarcely yet he traced.
The first Pile of the work was driven near the Southern
end of the old Bridge, opposite the Arch called the
Second Lock from the Surrey shore, at the East end of
the Coffer-dam, of which it formed a part, on Monday,
March 15th, 1824, Ahout the same time, too, the
whole of the open spaces between the balustrades on the
Western parapet of the present edifice, were closely
boarded up; as well as those square recesses, open at
the top, which would have allowed spectators to climb
upon the cornice. The houses and other buildings abut-
ting on London Bridge on the Western side of the
Borough Iligh-stroct, were also rapidly sold, and some
parts only of the lower fronts allowed to remain,

¢ It might have been expected that, in excavating the
new foundations, several interesting antiquities would he
discovered, illustrative of London history, and of the
ancient Bridge in particular; though, if we consider the
impetuous rush of the River at this place, it is not sur-
prising that but few articles of value have been yct
brought up, The most numecrous have been, defaced
brass and copper coins of Aungustus, Vespasian, and later
Roman Emperors ; Venetian Tokens ; Nuremberg Coun-
ters; and a few Tradesmen’s Tokens, very perfect ;
though I have seen nonc of persons dwelling on the
Bridge itself. There have also been found, an old red
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carthen pitcher, or bottle, nearly perfect; various rings and
buckles of wrought and engraved brass, and silver ; some
very ancient iron keys, and silver spoons ; the remains
of a dagger which had once been engraven and gilt, and
an iron spear-head, engruven on the shaft ; most of which
are in the possession of Robert Finch Newman, Esq., the
Bridge-Ilouse Comptroller ; whilst in the City Library,
at Guildhall, arc some ancient carved stones, with dates,
found in taking down the Arches of the old Bridge.
There has also been discovered a particularly fine bronze
lanp, representing a head of Bacchus, wreathed with ivy ;
standing upon the neck, which is mado flat, and on its
forchead a cirenlar lid, raised by the two curling horns,
whilst a handle isattached to the back of the head. This
beautiful antique is in very excellent preservation. One

of the most interesting reliques, however, which I have

yet scen, is a small SiLver Erriey ofF HarrocraTEs,
nH2 . .
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which was presented to the British Muscum, by Messrs.
Rundell, Bridge, and Rundell, of Ludgate-Hill, Novem-
ber 12th, 1825 : and is preserved in the Hamilton Room,
No. xii. of the Gallery of Antiquities, Case No. 11, under
the care of Mr.J. T. Smith, The figure is about 2}
inches in height, and one in breadth, and represents the
son of Osiris as a winged bhoy, with his finger pointing to
his mouth, as God of Silence ; the horns, emblematical
of his mother Isis, on his head ; and at his feet his other
attributes, of a dog, a tortoise, an owl, and a serpent
twined round a staff; by the number of which we may
guess the figure to have been made in Greece, after the
time of Alexander the Great. The style of sculpture is
firm and massive ; and on the back is a strong rivet,
through which pass a large ring and a very delicate chain
of pure gold, crossing like four belts in fromt ; it heing
probably of that class of figures which Wincklemann
states to have been worn as amulets, or the attributes of
Priests.

“ To proceed, however, with New London Bridge, I
should state that Mr. Rennie, senior, having dicd in 1821,
the works have been principally superintended by his son,
Mr. John Rennic ; and that the builders, who have con-
tracted to ercct it, are Mr. William Joliffe and Sir Ed-
ward Banks; the original amount of whose contract was
426,0001., and 30,000 for making alterations in the pre-
sent structure ; the whole to be completed in six years,
from March 2d, 1824 : which contract is now increased
to 506,000L, hy the addition of 8000/ for a new set of
centering for the 4th Arch ; and of 42,000/. granted by
the Treasury in 1825, for making the Bridge 6 fect
wider : namely, 2 feet in each foot-path, and 2 feet in
the carriage-way. The cxterior of the edificc will be ot
three sorts of Granite ; the'eastern side being of purple
Aberdeen ; the Western, of the light-grey Devonshire
Haytor ; and the Arch-stones of both, united with the
red-brown of Peterhead ; the heartings of the Piers being
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of hard Brambley-Fall, Derby, and Whitby stone.
These materials are roughly shaped at the quarries ; and
after being carcfully wrought at the Isle of Dogs, are
finally dressed and fitted to their places at the Bridge.
The Pier-foundations are formed of piles, chiefly beech,
pointed with iron, and driven about 20 feet into the blue
clay of the River, ahout 4 feet apart ; having two rows
of 8ills, each averaging about a foot square, and filled in
with large blocks of stone, upon which is laid a six-inch
beech planking, bearing the fust course of masonry. The
proposed form of the Bridge is a very flat segment, the
rise not being more than 7 feet; and it is to consist of
5 elliptical Archey, having plain rectangular buttresses,
standing upon plinths, and cutwaters ; with two straight
flights of stairs, 22 feet wide at cach end. That on the
Western side, at the City end, will, however, cut so
deeply into Fishmongers’ Hall, that it is to be taken
down, the Corporation paying 20,000/, to the Company.
My narrative is now so near a termination, that I have
to add only a few notices concerning the Bridge-Officers,
and a more particular and exact aocount of the measure-
ments of the new cdifice than has yct been rccorded,
which dxmensmns, from high-water line, are as fol-
fows :— In.
¢¢ Centre Arch of the New London Bridge, Spar 150 Rise ’J [
Picrs to ditto, 24 Fect.
Sccond and Fourth Arches . . .. .. —— 140 — 276
Piers to ditto, 22 Feet.
Land Arches .. .. - 130 — 24 6
Abutments at the buw, (8 Feet
Total width of water-way, 690 feet ; Length of tho Bridge including
the Abutments, 928 fect ; Length within the Abutments, 782
feet : Width of the Bridge from outside to outside of tho Parapet,
56 feet ; Width of the Carringe-way, 36 fect, and of each Foot-
path, 9 foct ; and the total height of the Bridge on the Eastern
sido, from low-water, 60 fect.
« All which particulars, however, are much better
illustrated by A Grouxn-PraN AND ELEVATION OF THE
New Loxpon Briper (sec engraving on nert page).
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“ The Officers of old London Bridge, and its estates,
are, firstly, Two Masters, or Wardens, who receive and
pay all accounts of the Bridge-Ilouse, oversee its con-
cerns, watchmen, labourers, &c., summon and attend
tho Auditors and Committecs, and mect the Corporation

i
i3
1
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QOldBridge
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on Midsummer and Michaelmas days. The yearly
salary of the senidr is 2507, and a house; and that of
the junior, 2007, with 86/, for house-rent and taxes:
their incomes being further increased by some trifling
official fees. The Comptroller of the Works and
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Revenues of Loudon Bridge reccives a salary of 3007,
with other emoluments; and attends all Committecs,
keeping their journals, and preparing their reports, leases,
contracts, and all other documents; he has also the
custody of the records, &c., and, being a solicitor, con-
ducts all the Biidge-House law-proceedings.  The Clerk
of the Works is occupicd as a general Architectural
Surveyor, attending Committees, arbitrations, &e., and
making surveys, valuations, designs, and estimates.  He
superintends all new buildings and alterations on the
Bridge-House lands, inspects the covenants and dilapi-
dations of the tenants; as well as the time and bills of
the tradesten, and the Bridge-Pouse stores, of all
which he makes reports to the Committee: his yearly
salary is 500/ The Assistant Clerk at the Bridge
House resides in the upper part of that building, with a
salary of 200/.; assisting the Bridge-Masters in keeping
and copying their accounts.  The Superintendent of the
Works at London Bridge overlooks and directs the
repairs, the measuring and examination of the articles,
and certifies their quantities, &c., his yearly salary being
1004 The Bridge- House Carpenter is foreman of those
works, with a residence and 200/, per annum ; he keeps
the workmen’s accounts, and receives and portions out
building stores; he also scts up marks on the Bridge-
Hounse estates, and repairs such water-stairs as they
support. The Bridge-louse Messenger is employed in
sununoning and attending the Auditors and Committees ;
in delivering notices % the tenants, and in various other
duties at the Bridge-House, his salary heing 86 shillings
per week, To these officers is added a Collector of
Rents of Tenants at Will in St. George’s Fields, who
resides in a house belonging to the estate, and is paid by
a commission of 5 per cent. The-manner of letting
premises pertaining to the Bridge-Iouse, is, on the
expiration of a lease, to have them viewed by the Com-
mittee and Surveyor ; when, if the Committce and tenant
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agree, it is so stated to the Common Council ; and, if
not, the premises arc put up to auction. Finally, the
Committee of Bridge-House estates is composed of a
certain number of Aldermen, and a Commeoner from
each Ward ; but no payments exceeding 100 are made
without the sanction of the Common Council, a bricf
statemont of the accounts being annually laid before the
Court, a copy of which is sent to every member. The
accounts and vouchers are then cxamined by four
Auditors, annually elected by the Livery, to whom a
report is made ; the documents being sworn to by the
Bridge-Masters ; and these statements, fairly transcribed
on vellum, are deposited, one copy in the Chamber of
London, and another in the Muniment-Room at the
Bridge-House, And now, having obscrved, that these
particulars were given in evidence before a Select Com-
mittee of the House of Commons, in April 1821, and are
printed much meore at large in the tract of ¢ Reports and
Evidences,” pp. 72, 73, 135-138, here I conclude with a
parting libation, and many thanks for your long-tried
atteution.”

weaSuch, then, were Mr. Barnaby Postern’s historical
notices of old London Bridge ; in which the reader may
perceive, that he evinced a fair proportion of antiquarian
learning, and rather a large sharc of reading and memory.
‘When he had arrived at this' period, however, as I
thought that my own information would enable me to
add some curious medern particulars to his narrative,
T addressed him with, ¢ My bes? thanks are due to
you, worthy S8ir, for your intcresting CnroNicrrs oF
Lonpox Briver; for, although you have sometimes
been presy enough to have wearied a dozen Dutchmen,
yet, by my patience and your pcrseverance, the story is
safely brought down to the present day. Youm have
steered jt, slowly enough, certainly, but surely, through
all the intricate navigation of the Record Rolls, and have
carefully avoided several of those rocks of error, upan
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which so many former historians have been wrecked.
And since the narrative has now reached the building of
a New London Bridge, pray allow me, so long your
grateful hearer, to relate the ceremony of Laying the
First Stone thercof, from my own observation, sketches,
and memoranda.” 3

“ My very hearty thanks are yours for that most ex<
cellent proposal, Mr. Geoftrey,” said the old Antiquary ;
“ for I am now too far declined into the vale of years,
to describe modern ceremonials and festivities with the
spirit of a younger Citizen: whilst you are ¢ not clean
past your youth ;* having yet only ¢ some smack of age,
some relish of the saltness of time in you:' therefore the
story, good Mr. Barbican, the story.”

“ You shall have it, Sir,” replied I'; ¢ you shall have
it, and with all the skill I can; though, after your
highly-finished ancient historical pictures, my modern
delineations can appear only faint and imperfect.

“ The Coffer-Dam, in which the ceremony of Laying
the First Stone took place, was crected opposite to the
Southern Arch called the Fourth Lock, and was con-
structed of three rows of piles, planks, and carth, sub-
stantially secured by timbers of great strength and thick-
ness; and when the day for performing it was fixed, it
was officially announced by the following notice :—

¢ ¢ LonboN Bringr. Manston Iousr, 23rd May, 1825. The
Committee for Rebuilding the Now London Bridge having appoint-
ed Wednesday, tho 15th, day of June next, for Laying tbe First
Stone of the New Bndgc, Notice is hereby given, that the Foot
and Carriage-way over the prosent Bridge will be stopped on that
day, from Eleven o’clock in the Forcnoon until Four o’clock in
the Afternoon.
¢ By order of the Right Honoumble the Lorp Mivon.
¢ Francrs Honrer.
¢ N. B. Southwark Bndgo will be open free of Toll during the
above hours.’

¢ As the intervening space passed away, the prepara-
tions for the ceremonial proceeded on a scale of equal
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celerity and magnitude. A Steam Engine, with a high
funncl, was erected against the City side of the Coffer-
Dam, for exhausting it of water, an entrance to which was
made through a covered store recess of the old Bridge,
on the Northernrside of the Dam. The rude and intri-
eate walling of piles and other erections now began to
assume a more regular appearance; a platform and
flight of steps connected them with the parapet of the
old-cdifice; a broad raised passage surrounded the area
in the centre, and the whole was covered with an awning,
above which rose numerous lofty flag-staves. These,
then, were the carlier preparations for this splendid
water-festival ; and now let us proceed to recount the
wonders of the day itself. A finer and wmore freshly-
breathing air was certainly never abroad, than that which
cooled the atmosphere and blew out the gaily-coloured
flags around old London Bridge, on the morning of
Wednesday, the 15th of June. At a very carly hour,
the workmen began erccting the barriers, which were
double, and at a considerable distance apart. Across the
whole space of Fish-Street Hill, from Upper and Lower
Thames Street, and again at T'ooley Street, there stretched
wide wooden railings, having a movable bar at cach
pavement, with an opening wide cnough for one person
only; whilst the ceutre of the Street was divided with
posts and bars, allowing carriages to pass hetween them
also, but in single lines. Within these, at each end of
the Bridge, was crected a strong screen of rough planks,
about fourteen feet high, having four gatces, answering to
the former foot-paths and carriage-ways. Solong as the
barriers continued open, the old Bridge was crowded
with gazers; who were especially collected opposite that
part of the parapet which was to form the grand entrance
to the Coffer-Dam ; while on the rovofs of the houses,
and other buildings in the vicinity, were platforms of
seats, and awnings preparing, which were afterwards
crowded with spectators ; as well as the Monument, St.
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Magnus' Church, the towers of St. Mary Overies’, and
St. Olave, Fishmongers' Hall, and the Datent-Shot
works. Many scaffolds were also crected for the pur-
pose of letting, the prices varying from 2s. Gd. to 15s.
cach, according to their accommodations ; and the fol-
lowing is a specimen of their announcements. ¢ Scats to
be let for viewing the I’rocession, No. 2, Bridge Foot,
for Laying the First Stonc of the New Bridge. Tickets
78. and 5s. each: though more moderate exhibitions
were set forth iu the words, ¢ A full view of the whole
works, Admission 6d.” Another bill of entertainment,
also issued on that morning, stated, that ¢ This Evening,
Wednesday, June 16th, the Monument will he superbly
illuminated with TPortable Gas, in commemoration of
Laying the First Stonc of the New London Bridge, by
the Right Honourable the Lord Mayor. Admittance
Sixpence cach, at Nine o'clock.” And inthe evening a
lamnp was accordingly placed at each of the loop-holes of
the column, to give the idea of its being wreathed with
flame, whilst two other series were placed on the edges
of the gallery; though the wind scldom permitted the
whole of the gas to remain lighted at the same instant.

¢ Long before the time appointed for the closing of
old London Bridge, the River and buildings around it
were fully occupicd with visitors ; the vessels were deco-
rated with flags ; and crowded pleasurc-boats, some
carrying bands of music, floated round the Coffer-Dam.
At eleven o'clock, the Bridge was begun to be clearced,
and that of Southwark opened, for the first and only
timne, toll free. The various cntries were guarded by
constables, who ascertained that cvery person was pro-
vided with a ticket ; and before noon, this famous
passage across the Thames had so completely changed
its character, that the very striking contrast' to its usual
appearance must have been seen to be appreciated. The
building of the New London Bridge having been entrusted
to the following Committee, the ceremonies of this day
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were also placed under the same direction ; the Members
being distinguished by painted wands, surmounted by the
Arms of London and Southwark. These were,—

“ Tur Lorn Mavor, all the Aldermen, and Jonathan
Crocker, Chairman of the Sub Bridge-House Commit-
tee; Robert Fisher, of the Ward of Aldersgate within ;
John Lorkin, of Aldersgate without ; Samucl Favell, of
Aldgate ; Henry Hughes, of Basyishaw ; Williani Austin,
of Rillingsgate ; James Davies, and Sir William Rawling,
of Bishopsgate ; Williain Mathie, of Bread Street ; John
Locke, of Bridye; Richard Webb Jupp, of Broad Street :
Thomas Carr, of Candlewick; Robert Slade, of Castle
Baynard ; Charles Bleaden, of Cheap ; Josiah Griffiths,
of Coleman Street ; Charles William Hick, of Cord-
wainers ; Spencer Perry Adderley, of Cornkill: Iugh
Herron, of Cripplegate within ; Richard Lambert Jones,
of Cripplegate without ; James Ehenezer Saunders, of
Dowgate; Josiah Daw, and Adam Oldbam, of Furring-
don within ; William John Reecves, and Jamcs Webb
Southgate, of Farringdon without ; Joscph Carter, of
Langbourn; Thomas Price, of Lime Strect; Robert
Carter, of Portsoken; William Routh, of Queenhithe ;
Peter Skipper, of Tower ; Thomas Conway, of Vintry ;
and William Richardson, of Walbrook.

¢ Tke Tickets of admission to the Coffer-Dam were
also issued by these gentlemen, and were, of course, in
great request ; but their number being limited, and the
general arrangements peculiarly excellent, there was
ample accommodation for even a more numerous com-
pany. The Tickets themseclves —and how will they
not be valued by the curious collectors of a future day ?
—were elegantly engraven, and printed on stout cards,
measuring about five inches by ecight ; they consisted of
an oblong clevation of the New Bridge, looking down
the River, ¢ Perkins, St. Mary Axe, Sculpsit, having
beneath it the following words :
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¢ ApMIT THE BEARER
TO WITNESS THE CEREMONY OF LAYING
THE FIRST STONE
OF THE

New Loxpon BripeGe,

oN WEDNESDAY, THE 15TH paY or JunE, 1825,
Seal of the (Signed) llenry Woonrhonee, Juxe.,

City Arms. Clerk of the Commiltee.

N.B.—The Access is from the Present Bridge,
and the time of Admission will be be-
tween the hours of Twelve and Two.

No. 837.

“ These, however, admitted only to the gallerics of
the Coffer-dam, the lowest floor being reserved for the
bearers of a sceond Ticket, printLd in letter-press, on a
pale pink card, of an ordinary size, and cont(umng the
following woxds

‘NEW LONDON BRIDGE.

ADMIT THE BEARER
TO THE
PraTronm SEATS, ’
ON PRODUCING THE TICKET OF ADMISSION
wiTH 1TH1S CARD. .

“ The general passage was along the outer gallery,
but the latter admissions were conducted down a stair-
case, lined with crimson, opposite to the principal
entrance, Both these Tickets, however, were required
to be shown ouly, being intended for prescrvation as
memorials, and they were admitted at cach end of the
Bridge. Having passed the barricrs, the visitors pro-
ceeded to the Granp EnTRANCE 10 THE CoFFER-DaN,
which was formed by removing part of the stone parapet
of the Bridge, adjoining the fourth recess from the South-
wark end, on the Western side; the break being most
expedxtxously made just as the Bndgc was cleared. It
was then that the extreme clegance of this entrance
became perfectly visible. Several steps, covered with
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crimson cloth, led up to a kind of tent formed of flags,
gathered in festoons, with roses of the same, and sur-
mounted by a white flag bearing a red cross, and having
the Union in the first quarter, the Sword of St. Paul in
the second, and the Saltire of Southwark in the fourth.
The roof of this cntrance was also formed of two im-

mense red ensigns, charged with the Union in their
quarters ; the sides were clegantly divided into arches,
richly festooned and cntwined with flags ; and, on the
left-hand of the entrance, at the edge of the pavement,
was crected a board, which stated, that ¢ All Carriages,
not in the Procession, are, on setting down the company,
to pass on into Southwark, and return from Southwark
to take up.” Round the whole of the Dam itself was a
broad stage ; which formed a most delightful promenade,
secured from the heat of the sun by the tent above,
whilst the air, light, and prospect, might be enjoyed .
through the Arches. Tre W esTerN END oF THE COFFER-
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Dawm terminated in a circular form, and presented a pecu-
liarly beautiful objeet from the water ; whence a series
of substantial ladders led to the platform : over which

floated the Union Jack, and a St. George's Ensign, Tug
Sovrnersy Exterior or THE Carrin-Dax formed, how-
ever, its most magnificent prospeet ; especially when seen
from a point of sufficient clevation to comprise the whole
Jextent of its splendid and capacious amphitheatre. The
nearcst objects were the thick and irvegular walls of
discoloured piles standing in the water, from which all
boats were kept off by persons stationed for the purpose ;
and on the interior row was the outer gallery of the
tent, with its decorated arches. The awning above was
raised on a little forest of scaffold-poles, which would
have appeared of unnsual strength anywhere but by the
side of the huge blocks of timher immediately bencath
them : and, over the whole, the brecze unfolded to the
sun the scveral banners,  In the centre waved the Royal
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Standard of England : at the Western top of the tent was
the flag of the Navy Board ; at the opposite point, that
of the Admiralty ; and above these a rope extended the
whole length of the building, decorated with about five-
and-twenty signal-colours, furnished, like all the others,
from the Royal Dock-Yard at Woolwich.

* This crection was divided into four principal parts,
consisting of a floor and three galleries, the whole being
capable of containing 2000 persuns ; nearly whigh number
was probably present.  The floor was laid 45 feet helow
high-water mark, and measured 95 feet by 36, heing
formed of four-inch heechen planks, resting upon Piles
headed with iron ; upon which was alayer of timber two
feet thick, and a course of brick-work and stone, each of
2} feet decp. It was surrounded by three rows of seats,
excepting at the entrance at the Eastern end ; and on
the North side was a chair of state, covered with crimson
cloth, having behind it the scats appropriated to the
Lord Mayor’s family and private friends. The whole
floor was capable of rcceiving 500 persons, and was
entirely covered with red baizo, excepting at a rectangular
space in the centre, within which appeared a cavity, cut
in stone, of 21 inches by 15, and 7 in depth, for the coins;
&e., over which the Iirst Stone was suspended by a strong
fall and tackle, sceured to the upright timbers of the
Dam. Above the floer was a gallery, containing three
rows of covered seats, sufficicnt to hold 400 spectators ;
and over it were two others ; the lower one, of two rows
for 400 ; and the npper tier for 300 more. Three other
gallexies also stre.ched along the cross beams - above ;
whilst a still more lofty one, at the Western end, was
appropuiated to the Ward Schools of Hridge, Dowgate,
and Candlewick. The gencral character of the Dam
was strength and solidity 3 the ticrs of scats heing sup-
ported by 1hassive cross-Deams, wreathed and decorated
with flags'and rosettes ; along the centre passed another
very thick timber, bearing the uprights and their respec-

11
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tive supporters; and from the roof several large flags
hung heavily downwards. The taste and ingenuity
which were exerted in the arrangements, had indeed left
nothing to be wished for; whilst the gencral security
was cverywhere so palpably apparenf, as to dispel the
apprehensions even of the most timid.  Such was the
appewrance of the Inrerior or T Corrrr-Dan, axn
TIE POSITION OF THE FIRST sToNE, which was of the best
hard Aberdeen Granite, weighing 4 tons.  Tts measure-
. ment was 5 feet £ of an inch long, 3 fect 65 inches broad,
and 2 feet 10 inches deep ; containing 50 feet 7 inches in
cubic measure ; and its situation as nearly as possible the
centre of the First, or South Pier, on the Southwark
side. The Company continued rapidly to arrive until
the barriers were closed at 2 o’clock, when most of the
scats in the Coffer-Dam were occupied ; and where, to
lighten as much as possible the interval of waiting, the
bands of the IHorse-Guards, Red and Blue, and of the
Artillery Company, which were stationed in a gallery at
the entrance, were emplayed to furnish frequent enter-
tainment ; Refreshments of Tea, Coffee, Champagne, &e.,
being aldo liberally supplied by the Committee.  About
a quarter hefore three o'clack, the Lady Mayoress, and
her family, came to the Dam in the private state-carriage ;
and at four, a signal-gun announced that the Procession
had left the Court-yard of the Guildhall, nearly in the
following order ; passing through Cheapside, Cornhill,
and Grace-Church Street, to the Bridge, where it was
received by the Committee, and other members of the
Comunon Council ; the principal persons being in their
own carriages.
A Division of the Artillery Company, with ther Ficld-picces.
Coustables.
Bund of Music,
Mashalmen, i
The Janior City Marshal, Mi. W. W, Cope, on horschack.

Nathaniel Saunders, Jun., Erq., the Water-Bufiff, and Me. Nel
son, his Assistant.
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Barge Masters.
C'ity Watermen, bearing Colours.

Remainder of the City Watermen.
Bridee-Masters and Clerk of the Brilge-1ouse.
Contractors, William Jolliffe, Esq., and Sir Edwad Banks.
Madel of the Biudge, borne by Labourers.

Architeet and Enginecr, John Reunie, Esq., I.R.S.
Members of the New Bridge Committee,
Comptroller of the Bridge-House, Robert I, Newman, Esq.
Visitors and Members of the Committee of the Royal Society.
High Buailifl of the Borough of Sonthwark, John llo]mw I&qq
Under Sheuffs, George Martin, and John S. Tilson, Esqrs.
Clerk of the Peace of the City of London, Thomas .Shdton, Fisq.
City Solicitor, William Lewis Newman, Fsq.
Remewbrancer, Timothy Tyirell, Esq., M.P.
Sccondaties of Giltspur Strect, and the Poultry Compters.
Comptroller of the Chunber, Lewis Bushnan, Esq.
Common Pleaders, Wi, Bolland, Esq., George Bernard, Esq.
Hon, C. & Law, and Joln Mirehouse, Esq.

Judaes of the Sheriff's Court.

Town Clerk, Hemy Woodthorpe, Isq.

Common Scrgcant, Thomas Denman, Esq., M.P.

Deputy Reconder Mr. Sergeant Arabin.
Chamberlain, Richard Clark, Ksq
Membiers of Puthament and other Gentlemen, Visitors.
Siv Hunphiey Davy, President of the Royal Socicty.
The Sherifls, Authony Brown, and John Key, Esqis., Aldeimen,
Aldermen below the Chair.
The Recorder, Newman Knowlys, Esq.
Aldermeu past the Chair.
Visitors, I1ivy Councillors.
Vinitors, Peers,
Officers of State.
Music and Colows, with the Court of the Lord Mayor’s
Compeny, the Goldsmiths. .
Marshalmen,
The Senor (‘ity Marshal, Mr. Neville Brown, on horseback.
lhc Lord Mayor’s flousehold.
The Lotd Mayor’s Servauts in their Stato Liverics,
The Lord Mayo in lis State Carriage, accompanicd by ITis Royal
Highiness the Dukosof York.
(‘uriage of his Royal Highness the Duke of York.
The remaunder of the Artillery Company, as a guard of honour to
the Lord Mayor.

# The streets through which the Procession passed
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were all thronged ; every window was filled with spee-
tators ; and, on arriving at its destination, the River, the
Wharfs, the most distant buildings, and even Southwark
Bridge, were cqually crowded with thousands of impa-
tient gazers. It was not, however, until a quarter before
five, that the ficld-picces of the Artillery Company, at the
old Swan Stairs' Wharf, announced the cavaleade's actual
approach, when the bands played the famous Yager Chor
of Weber's ¢ Freysehutz”  ‘The City-MWatermen, bear-
ing their richly emblazoned standards, soon afterwards
entered the Coffer-Dam, when, after the colours had been
very ingeniously passed between the timbers, and grouped
around the Stone, it being found that they would mate-
rially obstruct the view, they were, with similar diffi-
culty, conveyed hack again.  ‘The narrow and winding
passages of the Dam destroyed much of the stately order
of the Procession ; but nearly the whole Court of Alder-
men, and a large party of the Common Council, in their
scarlet and purple gowns; having appeared en the floor
benceath, they were followed by the City Officers ; the
Lord Mayor, in his robes of state ; and his Royal High-
ness the Duke of York, in a plain blue coat, wearing the
Garter round his knee, and the star of the order upon
his breast.  In the same part of the Procession also came
the Earl of Darnley ; Lord James Stuawrt; the Right
Hon. C, W. W. Wynn, President of the Board of Con-
trol ; Admiral Sir George Cockburn, M. P.; Admiral
Sir Isaac Coffin, Bart., M. P.; Sir George Warrender,
Bart. M.P. ; Sir Peter Laurie ; Sir Robert Wilson, M., ;
Thomas Wilson, Hsq. M.P.; William Willias, Esq.
M.P ; George Holme Sumner, Iisq. M.P. ; and scveral
other personages of distinction.

“ The Loxd Mayor.and his Royal Highuess having
arrived at the state chair, "amidst the waving of hand-
kerchiefs, and the loudest cheers, and having both of
them declined that seat of honour, they remained stand-
ing during the whole of the ccremony; which then com-
menced by the Ward Schools and the visitors singing
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¢ Gad save the King, verse and chorus, in which the
Duke also joined with great enthusiasm. The Lord
Mayor then removed towards the Kastern end of the
Platform, in the centre of the Coffer-Dam floor, where
there was a small stage covered with crimson cloth,
attended by four members of the Bridge Committee,
bearing the bottle for the coius, an inseription inerus-
tated in glass, the level, and the splendid Sinver-Ginr
TrowerL ror Lavineg THE Firsr Strone.
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This elegant instrument, which was designed and exe:
cuted by Messrs. Green, Ward, and Green, of Ludgate
11il], measured 15 inches in its extreme length, and 6
inches at the widest part of the blade ; the handle heing
51 inches long, composed of wrought Jaurel, terminating
in very rich acanthus foliage at the end; and its deposi-
tory, a green moroceo case lined with white satin,  The
upper side was embossed with a reclining figure of the
Thames, with a vase, swan, and cornucopia; hencath
which was a shield, charged with the impaled arms of
London and Southwark, and surrounded by the sup-
porters, crest, motto, and hadges of the City, 'The other
side was perfeetly flat, and was decorated with a horder
of flowers; the armorial ensigns, crest, and motto, of the
Lord Mayor; and the following Inseription, engraven in
ornamental characters :—
¢ THIS TROWEL
WAS USED
IN THFE LAYING OF
. THE FIRST STONE
OF TIHE
NEW LONDON BRIDGE,
oN THE IOrH bay or Jusgk, 1825,
IN THE SIXTH YEAR OF Tl REIGN
OF JiI¥ MOST GRACIOUS MAJESTY
GEORGE T1HE FOURTI,
BY THE RIGH{T" THONOURAHRLE
JOHN GARRATT,
LORD MAYOR
OF THE CITY OF LONDON:
WHO WAS BORN IN THE WARD IN WHICH THE BRIDGE
IS SITUVATED,
ON THE 13TH DAY OF DLCELMBER, 1786;
E1ECTED A MEMBER OF THE COMMON COUNCIL
FOR THAT WARD, ON TUE 3RD DAY oF AUGUsT, 1809,
ALDLRMAN THRREOK
oN THE 10TH DAY or MARCH, 18213
AND SHERIFF OF LONDON AND MIDDLESEX
. ON THE 24UH DAY OF JUNE FOLLOWING.’
¢ Mr. John Rennie having exhibited to the Lord Mayor
and the Duke of York a large and excellent drawing of
.
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the elevation of the New Bridge, Richard Clark, Esq.,
the venerable Chamberlain of London, next produced a
white satin purse, containing a series of new coins of the
reign, cach scparately enveloped, which being uncovered,
and deposited by the Lord Mayor in un elegant square bottle
of cut-glasy, were placed in the cavity ; four glass cylin-
ders, 7 inches long and 3 in diameter, intended to sup-
port the engraved Inscription-plate, being fixed at the
corners in plaster-of-Paris. Another member of the Com-
mittce then handed to the Lord Mayor a block of solid
glass, 71 inches broad, 8% in height, and 1} in thickness,
o.n('losmg these wo 1'ds, in Messrs. Pellats and Green’s
Ceramie Incrustation :

TUE FIRST STONE OF THIS BRIDGE
WAS LAID BY THE RIGUT HONBLE JOHN (GARRATT.
LORD MAYOR OF LONDON, IN JUNE, 18253
AND IN THE (.ll‘li YEAR OF THE REIGN
OF xw(, GEORGE THE 41u.’
¢ PELLATS & GRELN.

“ The Town-elerk, Henry Woodthorpe, Esq., who
had recently received the degree of LL.D., then came
forward with the brass Depositum plate, and read aloud
this very fine Inscription, composed, at the request of the
Bridge Committee, by the Rev. Edward Coplestone, D.D.,
Master of Oricl College, Oxford, and late Drofessor of
Poch'y in that University ; whose ¢ Pralectiones Acade-
micse’ have so excellently illustrated the beautics of the
ancient Classic Poets.

SPONTIS VETVSTI
QVVM PROPTER CREBRAS NIMIS INTERIECTAS MOLES
IMPEDITO CVRSV FLVMINIS
NAVICVLAF ET RATELES .
NON LEVI SAEPE IACTVRA KT VITAF PERICVLO
PER ANGVSIAS FAV(CES
PRAECIPITT AQVARVM IMPETV FERRI SOLERENT
CIVITAS LONDINENSIS
HIS INCOMMODIS REMEDIVM ADUHIBERE VOLENS
ET CELELBELRRIMI SIMVL IN TERRIS EMPORIL
VTILITATIBVS CONSVLENS
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REGNJ INSVPER SENATVS AVCTORITATE
AC MVNIERICENTIA ADIVTA
PONTEM
SITV PRORSVS NOVO
AMPLIORIBVS SPATIIS CONSTRVENDVM DECREVIT
EA SCILICET FORMA AC MAGNITVDINE
QVAFE REGIAE VRBIS MAIESTATI ~
TANDEM RESPONDERET
NEQVE ALIO MAGIR TEMPORE
TANTVM OPVS INCHOANDVM DVXIT
QVAM CVM PACATO FERME TOTO TERRARVM ORBE
IMPERIVM BRITTANICVM
FAMA OPIBVS MVLTITVDINE CIVIVM ET CONCORDIA POLLENS
. PRINCIPE
TTEM GAVDLERET
ARTIVM FAVTORE AC PATRONO
CVIVS SvB AVSPICITS
NOVVS INDIES AEDIFICIORVM SPLENDOR VRBI ACCEDERET,

PRIMVM OPERIS LAPIDEM
POSVIT
IOANNES GARRATT ARMIGER
PRALTOR
XV DIE TVNIT
ANNO REGIS GEORGII QVARTI SKEXTO
A. N. M.D.CCC.XXV.

JOANNE RENNIE S. R. S. ARCHITLCTO.’

“ The following English translation of this truly ele-
gant composition was also engraven on the reverse of the
plate ; though not then read.

‘ TIIE FREE COURSE OF THE RIVER
BEING ORBRSTRUCTED BY THE NUMEROUS PIERS
OF THE ANCIENT BRIDGE,
AND THE PASSAGE OF BOATS AND VESSELS
THROUGH ITS YARROW CHANNELS
BEING OFTEN ATTENDED WITH DANGLR AND LOSS& OF LIFE
BY REASON OF THL FORCE AND RAPIDITY OF THE CURRENT,
. THE CITY OF LONDON, .
* DESIROUS OF PROVIDING A REMEDY FOR TITIS EVIL,
AND AT THE SAMY. TIME CONSULTING
THE CONVENIENCE OF COMMERCE
IN THIY VAST EMPORUM OF ALL NATIONS,
UNDER THE SANCTION AND WITH THE LIBERAL AID O
PARLIAMENT, .
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RESOLVED TO ERECT A BRIDGE
TUPON A FOUNDATION ALTOGETHER NEW,
WITH ARCIHES OF A WIDER SPAN,
AND OF A CHARACTER CORRESPONDING
TO TIE DIGNITY AND IMPORTANCE
OF THIS ROYAL CITY:
NOR DOES ANY OTHER TIME SEEM TO BE MORE SUITABLE
FOR SUCR AN UNDERTAKING
THAN WHEN, IN A PERIOD OF UNIVERSAL PEACE,
THE BRITISH EMPIRE
FLOURISHING IN GLORY, WEALTH, POPULATION, AND
DOMESTIC UNION,
IS GOVERNED BY A PRINCE,
THE PATRON AND UNCOURAGER OF THE ARTS,
UNDER WHOSE AUSPICES
THE METROPOLIS HAS BLEN DAILY ADVANCING IN
ELEGANCE AND SPLENDOUR.

THE FIRST STONE OF TUIS WORK
WAS LAID
BY JOUN GARRATT, ESQUIRE,
LORD MAYOR,
ON THE 13TH DAY OF JUNE,
IN THE SIXTH YEAR OF KING GEORGE THE FOURTH,
AND IN THE YEAR OF OUR Lomrp, 1825,

JOHN RENNIE, F.R.S5., ARCHIIECT.

“ Printed copies of these Inscriptions, with an em-
bossed horder, were presented to cach person on entering
the Dam ; as was also another edition of the Latin, en-
graven on copper, of the same size as the admission-
ticket, and having the same view of the New Bridge
above it. The brass plate was then placed upon the glass
pillars, when Mr. Richard Lambert Jones, Sub-Chairman
of the Committee for erecting the cdifice, presented the
splengdid Trowel to the Lord Mayor, with this address:
¢ My Lord, I have the honour to inforin your Lordship,
that the Committec of Management has appointed you,
in ycur character of Lord Mayor of London, to lay the
First Stone of the New London Bridge ; and that { am
directed to present your Lordship with this Trowel, as
a means of assistance to your Lordship in accomplishing
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that objeet.” Upon which the Lord Mayor turned towards
the Duke of York, aud thus addressed His Royal High-
ness, and the other witnesses of the ceremony.

“ ¢ Though it is not cssential for me to speak at any
length upon the purpose for which we are this day
ngsembled, since its importance to this great commercial
City must he clearly evident; yet T cannot refrain from
offering a few observations, feeling, as 1 do, more than
an ordinary interest in the accomplishment of the under.
tuking, of which the present ceremony is only the pri-
mary step. L cannot consider the present a favourable
moment for entering into any chronological history of
the present venerable Bridge, which is now, from the
increased commerce of the country, and the vapid strides
made by the Sciences in this Kingdom, found inadequate
to its purposes; but would rather advert to the many
advantages which must naturally resulf from the com-
pletion of this great national enterprise.  Whether there
be taken into consideration the rapid, and consequently
dangerons, currents arvising from the obstruetion inci-
dental to the deteets of this ancient edifice, which have
proved so destructive to human life and property, or its
difficult and incommodious approaches and acelivity, it
must be matter of gincere congratulation, that we are
living in times when the resources of this highly-favoured
country are competent to a work of such grent public
utility. If ever there were a period more suitable than
another, for engaging in national improvements, it must
be the present ; governed as we are hy a Sovereign, the
munificent and accomplished Patron of the Arts, bencath
whose mild and paternal sway, by the blessing of Divine
Providence, we now enjoy profound peace ; living under
a government, by the enlightened policy of which, our
trade and manufactures s extensively flourish ; and re-
presented by a Parliament, cver ready to foster, by the
most liberal grants, any plans for the improvement of
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the Empire; to which the present undertaking is so
deeply indebted for its munificent support. Thus hap-
pily situated, it is impossible to hail such advantages
with other feclings than those of gratitude and delight ;
and it is to me a source of unqualificd pride and pleasure,
that this great undertaking should have occurred in the
year when I have heen honoured by the office of Chief
Magistrate of this great, this greatest, City, not of Kng-
land ouly, but of the world; and that this important
ceremony should take place in the Ward which 1 have
the honour to represent in the Civie Councils. T cannot
conclude without acknowledging how highly compli-
mentary I feel it to the honourable office which I now
fill; to mceet such an auditory as now surrounds me ; in
which I see the illustrious Prince, Heir-presumptive to
the Throne of this Kingdom ; many of His Majesty’s
Ministers, and the distinguished Nobles of the land ; my
active brother-magistrates; my kind fellow-citizens ;
and, above all, so brilliant an assemblage of that sex,
whose radiant swmiles, this day, shed a lustre on our
meeting. Under such auspices, 1 rejoice to lay the
Foundation-Stone of a structure, which, I trust, will,
through all future time, prove an ornament to the Me-
tropolis ; reflect eredit on the Architeet ; and redound to
the honour of this Corporation : and I offer up a sincere
and fervent prayer, that, in oxecuting this great work,
there may oceur no calamity ; that, in completing what
is most particularly intended as a preventive of future’
danger, no mischief may overcloud the universal rejoic-
ings on the underteking.’

¢ The very warmn applauses which followed this most
appropriate address subsided only upon the commence-
ment of the Masonic cercmonies, by a portion of five
morta being placed around the cavity of the Stone, by
several of the Assistants, and spread by the Lord Mayor
with his splendid Trowel; after which, precisely at &
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o'clock, the First Stone was gradually lowered into its
bed by a brazen bluck of four sheaves, and the power of
a machine called a crab. When it was settled, it was
finally secared by several Masons, who cut four sockets
close to it on the stone beneath, into which were fitted
strong iron clamps, cured with plaster-of-Paris,  The
Lord Mayor then struck it with a mallet, and ascertained
its accuracy by applying the level to its East, North,
West, and South surfuces. The work being thus per-
fected, the City Sword and Mace were disposed in Saltire
upon the stone ; successive shouts hurst from the nume-
rous spectators; the bands again played the National
Anthem of England; and a flag heing lowered as a
signal on the top of the Dam, the guns of the Artillery
Company, and the carronades on Calvert's Brewery
Wharf, fired a concluding salute.  The declining Sun,
also, contributed to shed u golden glory upon the closing
ceremony ; for, as the day advanced, its radiance streamed
through an opening in the tent-covering above, and,
gradually approaching the Stone, shone upon it with a
dazzling brilliancy, at the very moment of its heing
deposited.  The whole ceremonijal terminated with a
universal repetition of ¢ God save the King,' and three
series of huzzas, for the Duke of York, Old England,
and Mr. Rennic; after which, when the Procession had
left the Dam, amidst similar acclamations to those which
first greeted it, many of the visitors went down to the
floor, to view the Stone more closcly, and to boast to
posterity that they had stood upon it, or walked over it.

“ To conclude the festivities of the day with appro-
priate Civie hospitality, the Lord Mayor, at his own
private expense, gave a most sumptuous banquet to the
Corporation, and his noble visitors, at the Mansion
House. T'he dinner and wines included Turtle, Venison,
Champagne, Clarct, and every other luxury; to which
the following card of Invitation thus commecmorated
the event :—
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‘THE LORD MAYOR REQUESTS TIIE HONOUR OF

COMPANY TO DINNER AT THE MANSION HOUSE,

ON WEDNLSDAY, IDTH JUNE, AT SIX O’CLOCK PRECISELY,
ON THI OCCASION OF LAYING THE FIRST STONE OF THE
NEW LONDON BRIDGE.

The favour of an answer 18 purlicwlarly equested by the 6th of June.

Muansion House, May 25th 1825,

“ A Royal dinner at Carlton Palace, on the same day,
deprived him of the presence of the Duke of York, who
quitted the Bridge, through Southwark, immediately
after the ceremony. s Lordship’s guests, however,
amounted to a greater number than had ever bcfore
dined within the Mansion House, sinee, in addition to
upwards of 560 in the Kpyptian all, nearly 200 of the
Artillery Company dined in the \.llmm ; the whole
edifice being brilliantly illuminated \\nh gas, hoth
within and without, and the entertainment snpcuutcndod
by a Committee of his Lordship’s private fricuds.

« To mark the decp public sense of the Lord Mayor's
munificent conduct upon this memorable oceasion, at a
Court of Common Council held on the following day,
Thursday, June 16th, Adam Oldham, Esq., Deputy of
the Ward of Farringdon Within, called the attention of
the Court to the very splendid manner in which his Lord-
ship had conducted himself towards the Members of the
Corporation, at the recent ceremony of Laying the Iirst
Stone of the New London Bridge ; and suggested that
the Court should make some carly and suitable acknow-
ledgment of his Londship’s distinguished hiberality. 1n
consequence of which, at a subsequent Court held on
July 28th, a motion was made by R. L. Jones, Esq.,
¢ That a Gold Medal bhe prepared, with a snitable In-
seription, commemorative of the eircumstance of Laying
the First Stone of a New London Bridge, and preseuted
to the Right Honourable the Lord Mayor in the name of
this Court ;' which was unanimously anucd to, and its
provision referted to the said Comxmltw.



1825.] LONDON BRIDGE. 495

“ This Medal, however, hiis not_yet heen presented ;
and of two others which were prepared, as memorials of
this work, one had the die break in the hardening, and
the other was struck for private distribution only : as
their extreme rarity is, therefore, not to be questioned, I
shall give o short account of each of them ; at the sune
time, expressing my surprise, that so important an event
has not called forth & host of these classical memorials.
The first private Medal was executed by Peter Rouw,
and William Wyon, Esquires, Modeller, and Die-sinker,
to his Majesty ; the obverse containing a MeparnLion or
rnk Lorn Mavor anp Lapy Mavonress;

and the reverse being occupied by the following Ingerip-
tion :—
‘TO COMMEMORATE THE
. LAYING OF THE
FIRST STONE OF LONDON BRIDGE
nr ,
THE RIGHT RON. JOHN" GARRATT, LORD MAYOR,
oN THE 1)rH oF JUNE, 1820, IV THE PRESENCE OF
H.R. M. THE DUKE OF YORK, VARIOUS BRANCHES
OF THE NOBILITY, AND THE (ORPORATION OF TUE CITY,
AND IN TESTIMONY OF s TORDSUIL'S
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-
PUBLIC WORTH AND.PRIVATE VIRTUES,
THIS ﬂlh\l. WAS DESIGNED
AT THE REQUENT
OF HIN VELLOW CITIZENS,
BY JOSEPI YORK HATTON.’

“ The other Mcdal had about twenty impressions
struck in silver, which were distributed to the Engincers,
assistants, &c., on the day of the foundation. These
were 2! inches in dismcter, and nearly } of an inch in
thickness. The obverse consisted of a fine head of the
clder Mr. Rennie, from a former Medal ; and the reverse
contained a design, by Mr. Willihm Knight, of the New
London Bridge Works, consisting of an clevation of the
cdifice, with representations of the First Stone, Mallet,
and Trowel ;: the Inscription being as follows :—

! . LONDON . BRIDGE .
. TOE . FIRST . STONF . OF . THIS .
« WORK . WAS ., LAID . BY . THE .
« RIGHT . HON. . JOHN . GARRATT, .
« LORD . MAYOR . OF . LONDON. .
<« ON . THE . XV . DAY . OF . JUNE, .
« MDCCCXXV . AND . IN . THE . 8IXTH .
« YEAR . OF . TRE . REIGN .
« OF . GRORGE . 1V. .
« JOIIN . RENNIE . L8Q. . F.R.S. . ENGINEER .
. JOLIFFE . & . BANKS . CONTBACTOES.’

“Such are the few remaining relics of this Cere-
mony, which have heen provided for posterity ; for, with
the exception of a slight etching of the Western end of
the Coffer-Dam, in a Memorandum Book, and an Indian
Ink Drawing, by Dighton, of some-of the principal ‘per-
sons standing about the First Stone, there is no ether
representation to record it. 'There arc, indeed, several
prospects of the finished Edifice; though of its exact
features, it is probable we can form mo very correct
idea, until we arc a few yéars older; so. then, let us
herc take our last View or TnE Nxw Lonnon Brines ;
for such are all the particulars and meniorials whigh 1
can give you concerning this intercsting Civic eere-
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mony ; and if the Italian of old could give his famous
¢ Estro Perrurua!’ to his water-seated Venice, how
much rather shall every truc-hearted citizen hestow it
upon this rising edifice, beneath whose expansive arches

¢ The time shall comc, when, free as seas or wind,

Unbounded Thames shall flow for all mankind §

Eaith’s distant ends our glories shall beliold,

And the new world Jaunch forth to scek the old '
I concluded these lines of Pope's ¢ Windsor Forest™ with
50 much enthusiasm, that T did not immediately remark
the silence which followed ; but, upon looking up to
wish my auditor a good night, how greatly was 1 asto-
nished to find myself alone ! with only a few dim Jights
in the empty coffec-room, and the waiter sleeping in a
distant box. Hastily starting from my secat, I enquired
what had become of Mr. Postern, when, to my great
surprise, he absolutely denied that he had scen him either
come in or go out. Since that time, too, I have cvery-
where, Tut in vain, sought ¢ the learned Pundit” who
had so long conferred with me. 1 certainly cannot dis-
credit the evidence of my own senses, but, upon recon-
sidering all the circumstances, it appears to me that 1
must have seen and conversed with the shade of Peter
of Colechureh, the original Architeet of London Bridge !
Our nairative, however, rests upon more solid founda-
tions ; for, as 1 have verified every authority referred to,
these Cunonicres are presented to posterity as the col-
lected memorials of that once famous edifice, which within
a few ycars will exist no longer,
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Edwards, John, his hequest to London Bridge, 183

Eleanor of Provence, Queen of Henry JI1., insulted at London

Aidge, €0, 81 Custody of the Bridge gianted to, 83, Inqui-

sitions corfeerning. 86—88

Elizabeth, Queen of England, splendid book belonging to, 48, Her
Statutes against Papists, 271

Lilmes, James, his ¢ Memoirs of Sir Christopher Wren,” (1823,) [315,
asy

Elmbam, Thomas of, his ¢ History of IHenry V.' 163

Entick, Rev. John. his edition and Continuation of < Maitland s
History of London,’ (1772,) 15, 23, 26, 27, 28, 40, 53, 54, 6s, 71,
72, 738, B4, 88, 01, 02, 94, 98, 100, 120, 121, 149, 156, 207, 213, 335,
a38, 342, W52, 857, 360, 364, 366, 369, 371, 374, 375, 376, 377, W78,
385, 302, 396, 404, 408, 417, 420, 421

Ethelred 11, King of England, makes a peace with Olaf, 14, De-
fended by the Citizens, wd. Battle with the Danes, 16, Laws
of, 22

Lvans, J., on the music to the Ballad of London Bridge, 112

Livelyn, John, his ¢ Diary." (1819.) 325, 342

Kxcheguer Chamber, Westminster, Records there, 86, 0. 12xcheq.
Rolls, 79.

1°aBvaAN, Robert, his ¢ Chronicles,' (1559,) 149, 170, 173, 209, 222

Faith and Gregory, §8., Bridge property in the Parishes of, 142

Faleonbridge the Bastard's attack on the Bridge, 208

Tall of the Thames at London Bridge, 402.

Feckenham, John, his beyuest to the Bridge, 182

Yerries over the Thames, 7, 12

Fesecock, Walter, Gate-keeper of the Bridge, 135

Fire of London, 324—126. Fires nt the Bridge and its vicinity 237,
41, 75, 209204, 358, 345, 404

Fisher, Johm, Bishop of Rochester, his exceution, &c , 248, 249

Fish y, t City vrdin} soncerning, 122—124.  Their

IIall and Company, 127. 327324, 46

Vitz-Stephen, William, his ¢ Description of London,' 5, 6, 9, 10, 41,

3

. -
Flectwood, Pr. Willium, Bishop of Ely, his * Chronicon Freciosum,’
1745,) 39 :
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Floods in the Thames, 35, 37, 440, 408, 409 _

¢ Flying Fame,’ tune of, 303

Foesoe, Island of, Monumental Bridge there, %

TFordun, John de, his ¢ §cotichronicon,’ 142

Fords over the Thames, 7

I'ore-Street Ward, evidence of the Jurors of, 1especting London
Bridge, 87

Torests near London, 6

Fusbrooke, Rev. Thomas Dudley, his ¢ Encyclopadia of Antiquities.’
(1825,) 221

Foulds, John, hisSoundings, &c. at London Bridge, 427, 429, 434

Towle, Barthol + his of the IFirst building of Londou
.Bridge, &e., 25, 26

Fox, John, his ¢ Acts and Monuments of Martyrs,’ (161¢,) 244, 431

Friurs Minors, their gift to London Bridge, 124

Frisell, or Fraser, Sir Simon, his execution, 119

Froissart, 8ir John, his ¢ Chronicles,’ 153

Frosts and Frost-Fairs, (1091,) 37, (1281,) 99, (1564,) 246, (1608,) 272,
(1663,) 342—346, (1709, 1715,) 354, (1740,) 361—364, (1768,) 420,
(1789,) 422—425, (1814,) 452—456

Funcral of King Henry V., 168—170

GaALE, Dr. Thomas, his * listoria: Anglicana: Scriptores’ xv. (169,)
37, 81
Garnct, Henry, his execution, 272
Gurratt, Alderman John, (Lord Mayor,) Lays the First Stonc of the
New London Bridge, &c., 476—493
Gate of London Dridge, 73, 82, falls down with two Arches, 196.
Medulct of, 284, Burned, 358, Rebuilt, 358, 359, 3062 .
Gates of London thrown into the River at London Bridge, 395
¢ Gazetteer and New Daily Advertiser,” 410, 411, 414, 415, 420, 421
¢ Gentleman’s Magazino,” references to, 67, 108, 109, 218, 204, 361,
376, 379, 381, 385, 305, 404, 412, 440
George, St., Southwark, Bridge rents in the Parish of, 192
Gifferd, William, Bishop of Winchester, his gifts to 8t. Mary
Overics, 27
Gifford, William, his censure of London Bridgo, 432
Giles, Francis, his Survey of the Great Arch, 459
Gloucester, [Tumphrey, Duke of, his disputes with Cardinal Beau-
fort, 170, 171
~—- Elcanor, Duchoss of, her p 196, 197
Godwin, Barl of Kent, his passage of London Bridge, 24
Or. Francis, Bishop of Landaff, his Book ¢ De Prasulibus
Anglie Commeoentarius,” (1743), 47, 49
Goodall, Walter, his ¢ Fordun's Scotichronicon,’ (1759), 142
Gough, Matthew, his defe of London Bridge, 204
Richard, lun ¢ British Topography,’ (1790,) m. 245, 259, 26.;.
273, 290, 303, 345, 354, 368, 389, His ¢ Sepul 1 M
(1786-96,) 33, 167, 219. 1iis ¢ History of Plebhy, (1803,) 153, 221
Grafton, Richard, his ¢ Chronicle at large,’ #569,) 127
Great Arch of London Bridge, 348-350, 393, 394, 398, 400, 411, 420-
427, 428, 459, 461
_Green, M., on the Ballad on London Bridge, 108, 104
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Cirey, ITon. Anchitell, his ¢ Debates in Parliament,’ (1763,) 450

Grose. Capt. Francis, his ¢ Antiquitics of England and Walcs,’
(1773-87,) 34

Grove, John, his ancient View of London, 3456

¢ Guilda de Ponte, notices of, 430 .

Guildhall, arms in the Crypt of, 132

Guillim, Jolin, his « Display of Heraldry,’ (1724,) 130

Guthrie, William, his ¢ Peerage,” (1742,) 220

Giwynn, John, his ¢ London and W, inster Tinproved,’ (1766,) 410

Harr, BEdward, bis ¢ Chronicle,” (1550,) 198, 204, 218, 221

* Huarleian Manuscripts’ eited, 11, 40, 54, 75, 118, 132, 152, 156, 158,
160, 164-1G6G, 168, 172, 173180, 163-105, 199, 235, 275, 353

Harpacrates, efhigy of, found at London Bridye, 467

Harrison, Walter, his « llistory of London,’ (1776,) 348, 367, 379, 385

Hatton, Edward, his « New View of London,’ (1708,) 133, 252, 347

Tlawkins, bir Johin, his disputo respecting the Bridge House, 264

Hawksmoor, Nicholas, his ¢ ITistorical Account of London Bridge,”
(1736.) 58, 59, G, 71

1lcads erected on London Bridge, 119, 198, 2075, 214, 248, 256, 272,
a0, 09, 314, 433, 436

Hearne, Thomnas, his ¢ Collectanca,” 7, 74.  Tlis ¢ Leland's Itinerary,
45, 49. Ilis ¢ Liber Niger Seacearii,’” 53, 77, 83, 04-98, 113, 121,
122, 135, 196, 206, JTis ¢ Thomas of Elmham,’ 163, Ths Letter
to Bagford, 235. 1lis ¢ Collection of C'urious Discourses,” 435

Heath, Honry, his exceution, 309

Henry I, King of England, his grant to Hattle Abbey, 40

11T, - ~————, his impositions on the Citizens, &c., 79,
83, 45, 4G-60,
V., builds Calham Bridge, 50. His victorlou-

return to England, 160. 164, DPagceants at London Bridge, 161,
163, 165. Antclopo used as his supporter, 166, 167. Iis funeral,

168-170

VL, ,» his return after his coronation in France,
173-180. Marriage to Margaret of Anjou, 198. Decposition, &e.
207

Hentzner, Sir Paul, his ¢ Itinerarium,’ 237, 239

Tleralds’ College, Manuseript there, 132, 220

Ilerbert, George, his Letters, 274

William, a resident on London Bridge, 279, 240, 380, 1li-
view after the fire, 369

¢ Here and Leander, the Loves of,’ (1653,) Pocm, 300-302

Hewit, Sir William, 227, 228

Hoffmann, John Jacob, his ¢ Lexicon [Tniversale,’ (1698,) 70, 348

Holbein, Ilans, a resident on London Bridge, 206

Ilolinshed. Ruphael, his ¢ Chronicles of England, Scotland, and Ire-
land,’ (1585-8G,) 127, 142, 208, 209, 222, 254, 431

Ilollar, Wenceslaus, Views of London engraved by, 298

Horn, John, ovidence of the Jurors of his Ward concerning London
Bridge, 87

Horne, Andrew, his * Mirroir des Justices,’ (1624,) 159

—~—— Rev. Thomas llartwell. his ¢ Accounit of the Rululi Scolrer,”
(1819,) 137
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Hoveden, Roger de, his ¢ Annales,’ 24, 36, 37, 38

Howell, James, hiq ¢ Londinopolis,' (1657.) 142, 315-317

Howes, Edmund, his c¢dition of * Stow’s Aunales,’ (1G31,) 99, 126, 135,
146, 149, 152, 156, 15, 160, 168, 170, 172, 196, 199, 208, 218, 221,
242, 246, 254, 256, 263. 1lis ¢ Continuation of Stow’s Chronicle,’
(1611.) 272, 274

Tluyo, Cardinal-Deacon of St. Angelo, 46

Jlugo, the Illuminator, his account of the Chapel on London Bridge,
(6

¢ Mundred Rolls,” explained and referred to, #3688

Hutton, Dr, Charles, 445, 446 ITis ¢ Mathematical ‘Tracts,’ (1812,) 37

Janmes L, Kiug of Bngland, his Statutes against Papists, 271

James, John, his etymology of the word Starling, 435

Mluminated Manuscripts, 41, 42, 219, 220

Ingram, Rev. J1., his ¢ Saxon Chronicle,’ (1823,) 133

Inguisitions of the Wards of London, ecuncerning London Bridge,
HH-18

Inseriptions on the New London Bridge Tickets, 477, 404; on the
Trowel, 487 ; on the Glass-block, 488 ; on the Depositum-plate,
484, 449 ; on Mecedals, 495, 496

Joceling, Alderman Ralph, has defenee of the Bridge, 208

Jouhm, King of England, recommends nnew Arvchitect, and gives the
custody of the Bridge to his Almoner, 53, 54

Johnes, Colonel Thomas, his * Translation of I'roissart’s Chronicles,
(1403,) 154

Jolinson, Maurice. his ¢ Sepulehral Monuments,’ 33

Johnstone, Rev. Janes, his© Anlqudates Cetlo-Seandicer,’ {1706,)
1618

Jones, Richard Lambort, Chairman of the New London Bridge Com
mitlee, 476, 490, 491

Jonson, Ren, his ¢ Staple of News, 432

Joseph of Arimathen, his Son's hanner, 129

Jovius, Paulus, Bishop of Nocern, his ¢ Descriplio Brdcanmiea,’ e,
(1548,) 2147

¢ Journals of the Mouse of Commons,' 377, 378

Isabel, Empress of Germany, her dowry, 77, 78 o

Isenbert of Xainctes, 53

Julius UTT., Pope, his death, 243

Jousting on London Bridge, 135—140

Krnrg, Alfred Jobn, his ¢ Ilistorical Notices of the Sanctuary of
St. Martin's le Grand,” (1625,) 158

Kempson, Poter, his Medalets of London Bridge. 284

Kennet, Dr. White, Bishop of Peterborough, his ¢ Ilistorical Mte-
gister,’ (1744,) 318

Killegrow, Annc, her verses on Londosn Bridge, 408

King's Bench, origin of the Court of, 102

King’s, or Prince's Lock, state of, in 1814, 454

Kitching, John, lIus evidence on London B3ridge, 460

Knight, William, on the construction of Londoiu Bridge, 397—394,
462. Ilis medal of the New Bridge, 496
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Knute, King of Denmark, turns the River’s course, 23, 71
Knyghton, Henry, his Book ¢ De Leentibus Angliee,” 149

1., anciently borne in the City arms, 131

Labely ¢, Charles, his plans for altering London Bridge, 369, 371

¢ Lady’s I'all,’ tune of the, 302

Lagucrre, John, his supposed residenee on London Bridge, 25

Lambarde, William, his * Dictionarium Anghe Topographicum et
Historicuwm,® (1730,) 26

Lambeth, Avchiepiscopal Library, Manuscripts on London Tithes,
in the, 215

lands. &¢. of London Bridge, survey of, 184—195

Lawrence Pountney, St., Bridge propgty m the Pavish of, 190

Lee River, Ancient Inquisitions concerning, 103—105. Mentioned in
a song on London Brdge, 106—108

Leeds, Duke of, 230, eede Osborne

Leland, John, his ¢ Ttinerary,’ (1768-69,) 45, 46, 49, 232, Biographical
notice of, 212, Tlis ¢ Cymmea Cimtao,” 232

Leonard, Lastcheap, St., Bridie property in tho l‘m ish of, 180

Lethullier, Smart, his elasses of Sepulebial Momunents, 33

Lewisham Manor, held by London Bridge, 185

+ Liber Albus Transcriptum,” 91, 92

Linsted, Prior, »ide FFowloe

Faats for Joustings order and measure of. 138

Lavins, Titas, an histonian of leary V., 150

+ Lioyd's Evening Post,” 370

Lodge, W, his engiaving of Wakefield Bridge and Chapel, 65

Lollards, execution of, 1G4

London, alterations in, 1, 2. Ancient forest near, 6. Notices of
Bnritish and Roman London, Ge-8. Landig of Cxsar at, 7.
Ancient Bridge near, 8. Tavern on the River banks, 10, Fes-
tiv-ties on ditto, . Ballad of ¢ London Lickpenny,’ 14, Ferry
at, 7, 12 Captured by the Danes, 16. Surrendered to Tithelred,
18, Tolls at, 22, <ireat part burned, 37, 41, 1'ublic works nt,
347, 3. Imipositions on, by Henry 111, and custody taken from
the Citizons, 79.  Inquisitions concerning, #6.  Evidence of the
Wards of, on Londen Bridge, #6—88. Ancient Records of,
N—9%  Wasle places in, given to the Bridge, %6-—98.  Ordin-
ances for Stocks Market, 121—124,  Tnquiry into the arms of,
126—134.  Hts Charter scized, 148, Pageants in, 148, Charter
restored, 149, Quit-rents of the Bridge, 146, Tithes anciently
paid in. 215, 304,  Rlocks and cages placed in, 243 Notices of
ancient views of, 245, 265, 268, 207.  Fortified, 2.;0, 57, 309311,
Great V'ire of. 324 =326, Tts ruins covered with flowers, 433,

+ Act of Parliament for rebuilding, 339, Gates of, s0ld by auction,

305, Registry of the Bishop of, in 8t. Paul's, 182 -

London Bridee, (994,) notices of the first wooden one, 13, 15, 25- -28,
@M8).  Snorro Bturleson’s description of, 16. Destroyed by
Olaf, 17. Norsc songs mentioning, 18. Tollsat, 22, (1013,) Dila-
pidated state of, 23. (1016,) How avoided by Knute. 23. (1052,)
Earl Godwin’s passage at, 24.  (1067,) Its original situation, 34,
35, (1u91,) Destroyed by a flood, 26, 7. (1097,) Tux for re-
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building, 37. (1114,) River dricd at, 30. (1122,) Rents given
to, 30. Work of, remitted, 40. (113G,) Burned, 41. (1163,
Rebuilt of wood, 44. (1176,) First stone one commenced, 44.
Benefuctors to, 46, 47, 50. Tradition concerning, 50. (1201,)
King's letter for 2 new Architeet, 63, (1208,) Death and burial
of Peter of Colechurch, 52, 65. Custody given to Brother Wasce,
54, (1209,) Finished, and Description of, 55. View of the
Southwark cnd, 56: Objections to, 57. Defence of, 57, 48.
Ground-plan and measurewments of, 60, 61, Chapel on, 61—G5.
Engravings of, 66, 68. Account of its piles, &c., 72. Farliest
buildings on, 73, 76, 62, $4, 150, 151, (1212,) Dreadful firc at,
75, 76. (1213,) Toll for repniring, 77. Biidge House and yard,
77. (1247,) Rents of examipted, 78, (1249,) Custody taken from
the Citizens, 79. (1252,) Protection to the Brethren of, ib.
(1263,) Queen Elcanor assaulted at, 80, 81. (1264,) Earl of
Leicester opposed at the gute of, 81.  (1263,) Custody given to
St. Catherine's, §2. (1269,) Transferred to Queen Elcanor, 83
(1275,) Inquisition concerning her keeping, 84, 8#6—88.  (1278,)
Ancient rents paid at, 89, 90. Market on, 91, 92. (1280,) Patont
for repairing, 94. (1281,) Customis granted to, 90, 1. Waste
places in London given to, 95, 98. Yive arches broken, 99.
(1302,) Mills belonging to, at Lee, 102—105. Song and music
of, 107, 108, 111— 113. (1305,) Pontage granted to, 113—116.
Heads erected on, 117—120. (1320,) Patent for collection, 121,
(1323,) Revenuen in Stocks Market, 121—124.  (1366,) Land
given by the Friars Minors, 124. (1381,) Entry of Wat Tyler,
126.  (1385,) Patent for the gate-kecper, 145. (1390,) Pas.
sige of arms on, 115—140, 142. (1391,) Dolphin taken at, 146
(1392,) Richard II. reccived at, 148, 149, (1396,) Fatal crowd
on. 151, 152 (1397, 1400, Ieads erccted on, 154, 165. (1415,)
Triumphs for Ieury V. at, 160—163, 229. (1416,) 1ollurds' heads
crected on, 168, (1422,) Funeral of Tlenry V., 168, 169. (1425,)
Tumult at the gate, 170, 171, (1426,) Drawbridge Towor
arected, 172.  (1428,) Duke of Norfolk's barge lost at, 172.
(1431,) Ileads of rcbels placed on, 173. Entrance of Henry
VI. at, 173, 175—180. (1433-36,) Bridge Chapel, 180—162, 195.
Bequests to, 182, 183. Survoy of Bridge lands, 183—195. (1437,)
Fall of tho gate and two arches, 196. (1440,) Bolingbroke’s
head placed on, 197. (1445,) Margaret of Anjou reccived at,
198—200. (1450,) Cade’s entry at, 201.  Battle on, 204, 205.
(1451,) Ilcads of the rebels sct on, 205. (1465,) Rents of, 207,
(1471,) Faleonbridge’s attack on, id. (1481,) Buildings de-
stioyed on, 208. (1463-94,) Rents and payments of, 210—
215, 217, (1497,) Rebels’ heads on, 218. (1500,) Illuminated
drawing of, 220. (1501,) Pageant at, 221. (1504-14,) Fire and
dates of repair of, 222, 223. (1521,) Polydore Vergil’s nccount
of, 224. (1533,) Rents and payments of, 227. Anccdote of Os-
borne, 227—230. (1539-40,) Chapel, Rents, and Senl «f, 230,
231. (1545,) Leland’s vorses on, 233, 234. (1547,) Ancient
view of,. 265. (1548,) described by ¥aul Jovius, &c., 237, 238.
(1864,) Pageants on, 431. Wyat's attempt on, 240—243. (1555,)
Cage on, 245. (1556,) Rents and ancient view of, 245, (1562-65,)
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Rents and payments of, 262, (1577,) Drawbridee tower re-
built, and heads removed to Traitors' gate, 246, (1579,) South-
wark gate and Nonesuch Tlouse, @st—234,  (1502,) Water-
Works erected, 234. (15i13,) Desimond’s head placed on, 256,
(1586,) Standards hung on, 237, (15818,) Corn-mills and \Water-
works at. 257—261, 265260, (1605.) ITeads of (atholics erected
on, 272. (1616,) Views of, (1619,) IMouses, Signs, Tradesmen,
&c. of, 274—203, 265, 288 (1624,) Rents, &e. of, 200, (1629,) Views
of; 290, (1633,) Firc on, 289—1303 (1636-34,) Rental and Tithes of,
04, (1640,) Bequest to, 304, 305, (1641,) IExtruordinary tide at,
305, 307, (1642,) Heads of Catholies at, 308, 309, Gate takeri
by the Parliament. 311, (1643.) Capt. Bulmer’s scheme for
blowing a boat over, 311—=314. (1643, Jesuit’s head sct on,
4. (1647,) Views of, 206. (1657,) Howell's verses on, 315—
317.  (1660,) :Entry of Charles TL at, 318 (1661y) Vision seen
on, 320,322,  (1663,) Notice of, by M. de Moneonys, 322, (1663,)
The Plague 323, (1666,) The Great TFire, 324—326. View o, 208,
Repairs, X0, Drawbridge nt, 331.  Particnlar arches of,
33313, Water-works at, 338—3).  (1659,) Netice of by
Signor Magnlotti, 341, (1605,) Strect widened, 347340 (1689,)
Suicido at, 349. (1693,) Made free of Orphanage, id.  (1701,)
Value of Officed belonging to, 330. Arches let for tho Water-
worlks, 352. (1710,) Nicholls's print of, 332, 353. (1722.) Thames
dry at, 355, Conviviality on, id. Act for the widening of, 3466,
Tolls and measureients of, 357, Tlire at the gate of, 358. New
Gate erccted, 358, 359, (1727.) Rents, &e. of, 360, (1753,) Rents,
&e. of, 364, (1734, Plan and Acts for repairingof, 366, 369—371.
Depth of water at. 372, State of in 1746, id.  (1755,) Tolls and
improvements of, 374—376. Dangerous state of, 377. (1757,)
Temporary Bridge, 379. Houses taken down, 79, 380,  Views
and accounts of the buildings on. 30—304. Bridge-Masters,
4. 117534,) Fire on the Temporary Bridge, 5—303.  (1759,)
Great arch constructed, 48, 349, 393, 394.  (1760-G1,) Dangor-
ous state of, 304.  Alteration of “various parte of, 395—309,
Tides at, 400, Pussage of the Locks, 401, 402.  Drawbridge re-
moved, 403, Tlouses and square remosed, 406—408.  (1763.)
Damaged by floods, &c. 400, (1766,) Alterationsfinished, 410, 411.
{1767 ) Increase of the Water-works, 411—417.  Ground-plans of
428. Soundings at the Great Arch, 483, 420, Guilds conngeted
with in1179-80, 430. Noticed in anciont dramas 431—433. Flowers
growing on, 433. Etymology of the word Starling, 434, 435.
11800—1801.) Plans for new Bridge, 437—446, 464, Tastern view
of, 448. Prince’s Lock in the Frost of 1814, 454. Plan for
‘enlarging, 456, 457, 461—463. Dangers of its navigation, 4567,
145, 463.  Survey of tho Great Arch, 459. State in 1827, id.
Revenues of, 460, 461, Construction of its piers, 461, 462

JonpoN Bripae, NEw, Abstract of the Act for erecting, 464—466.
Antiquities discovered at, 466—468. Ground-plan, &c. 468—
470. Coffer-Dam for laying the first Stone, 473, 474—482. Civie
Procession and Ceremonial at, 482—486.  Inscriptions for, 488,
489, Medals of, 495, 496, .
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London, Commiittec for Tmproving the Vort of, their proceedings
concerning a new Bridge, 442—446

¢ London before the Great@Fire, (1814,) 246, 290

¢ London Chronicle,” 380, 387, 3008, 303, 422, 424

¢ London Daily Post,” 3633, 364

¢ London Magazine,” 393

Lords Mayors, ancient portraits of, 228

Lottery, notice of an ancient, 273

Lydgate, John, 164, His Pocems on Ilenry V. and VL., 164—166,
174—180. Verses to Margaret of Anjou, 200. Character of his
Writings, 201

MacrakrsoN, David, his ¢ Wyntown's Chronicle,’ (1015,) 143

Madox, Thomas, his ¢ History and Antiquities of the Exchequer,’
(1711,) and MSS., 78, 83, 430

Magalotti, Lorenzo, s notico of Londen Tridge, 341

Magna Charta, illustrations from, 50, 51, 101

Magnus, 8t , Church of, 36 Bhidge property in the Parish of, 187.
Tithes and Benefice of, 214, 304, Ancient Church of, &e., 215,
216, Medal of, 284, Bequest concerning, 304, Particulars of
the Chureh of, 334—337. Thie at, 403.  Opening of the Steeple
of, 403

Maitland, William, ¢ide Fntick

Malcolm, James Peller, his ¢ Londinium Redivivam,’(1802-1807,) 55,
174, 836, 376, 378, 445, Mis Anecdotes of the Manners and
Customs of London. {1808,) 355

Malmesbury, Willinm of, his account of Sweyn's Invasion of Lon-
don, 14, Nemarks on, &e, 13, 36, 37

Mandeville, William, his insurrecetion and execution, 173

Mansion House, Festival given at the, in honour of the New London
Bridge, 493 .

Manuscripts, notices and deseviptions of various, 35, 40, 41—43, 75,
ul, 92, 120, 129, 132, 152, 161, 163. 1G4, 183, 199, 215, 219, 202

Margarct, St., Bridge property in the Parish of, 199

-, Bouthwark, rents paid to London Bridge from, 142

Margarct of Anjou, Queen of Ienry VI, her marriuge, coronation,
and entry at London Bridge, 194200

Market on London Bridge, ancient orders coneerning, 91, 92, 122— 124

Marmion, Bhakerloy, his ¢ Antiquary,® (1641,) 432

Martin, 8t., Ludgate, Bridge property in the Iarish of, 191

Martin Outwich, St., Bridge property in the Parish of, 100

Mary Abchurch, 8t., Bridge property in the Parish of, 100

—~—- Aldermanbury, St., Bridge property in the Parish of, 192 «

——- at Axe, Bt., Bridge property in tho Parish of, 189

—~—-at Hill, St., Bridge propeity in the Parish-of, 180

~—- Bothaw, 8t., Bridge properts in the Parish of, 191

Mary, Quecn of England, descripuion of a Manuscript belonging to,
42. Pageants cxhibited to, on London Bridge, (1554,) 431

Maskelyne, Dr, Nevill, 445, 446

Matilda Fitz Empress, Queen of Henry I., hor gifts and buildings
at Stratford, &c., 104
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Mcdalots of London Bridgo, 2684

Medals of Now London Bridge, 495, 496

Meyrick, Dr. Samucl Rush, his ¢ Critical Enquiry into Ancicat
Armour,’ (1824,) 139 .

Michacl, St., Bassishaw, Bridge property in the Parish of, 192

, Cornliiil, Bridge property in the Parish of, 190

, Crooked Liane, Bridge property in the Parish of, 190

, Queenlhithe, Bridge property in the Parish of, 191

Mist's W (‘el\lv Jomnal, (1725,) 358

Monamy, Pceter, his residence on London Bridge, 286

Monconys, Balthasar de, his notices of London Bridge, 322

Money, illustrations of the ancient value of, 39

‘\lontfnrt Simon de, Barl ot Luu.btt.r, oppused at London Bridge,
81, 82

Monument illuminated with gas, 475

More, Sir Thomnas, his head erceted on London Bridge, 249

—————, Ins ¢ Life of Sir Thewmnas More,” (1726,) 249

Moris, Peter, his W ater-Works at London Bridge, 254, 246, 351

Morison, Robert, Ii's € Prieludia Botanica,” (1669,) 433

Morse, 1lenry, his head set on London Bridye, 314

Mortimer, Edmund, Earl of March, his clium to the Crown, 155

Motraye, Mons, Aubri de lu, his © Voyages,' (1727-32,) 339 348

Montague, Jamces, his plan for enlargimg london Bridge, 613: evi-
dence coneerning, 460

Music to the Ballad om London Bridge, 111, To a soug on the Fire
on London Bridge in 1633, 03

Mylne, Robert, his account of the building materials of Old Lon-
don Bridge, 59. Reports on ditto, 400, 414. Drawings relating
to, and opening of the Great Arch, 448, 449, Desigm fora New
Bridge, 440

.

NasmTit, James (ride Tanner,) his ¢ Itineravia Symonis Simeonts
et Willielmi de Worcestre,” (1778,, 66

Nelsolt, John, his exceution, 272

Noweastle-upon-Tyne, similarity between its Bridge and that of
London, 109

Newcourt, Richard, his ¢ Repertorinm Parochiale Londincnsce.’
(1708,) 19, 36, 180, 215, 304

Newman, Robert Finch, his evidence concerning London Bridge,
460. Antiquities in Lis possession, fvund at London Bridge, 467

New River Compouny, London Bridge Water-W orkstransforred to, 419

Nicholl, Anthony, his evidences London Bridge, 438

Nicholls, Satton, his print of London Bridge, 353, 354

Nichols, John, his ¢ Literary Ancedotes of the Eight h C v,
(1812,) 67, 207

Nichols, John Bower, his ¢ Brief Account of the Guildhall,’ &c.,
(1819,) 132

Nicolson, Dr. William, Bishop of Carlisle, his ¢ English, Scotch, and
Trish Historical Libraries,’ (1776,) 22, 76, 81, 233

Nonesuch ITouse on London Bridge, 251, 253.  P’robablo time of its
creetion, 254. Modern Inhabitants of they 288, Inscription on,
347. Modern prospect of, 362
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Noorthouck, John, his ¢ Ilistsry of Londoa (1773,) 305

Norden, John, his view of Lm,(‘on Brigee,. 52, 266—268

Norfolk, John Mowbray, Dukéef, his baFgéinst at London Bridge, 172

Northampton, John de, cvidence of the Jurors of his Ward con-
cerning London Bridge, 08

Nyauncer, John, his murder and abjuration, 158

OrrFiCrs and Officers of London Bridge, 350, 470, 471

Olf, 8t., King of Denmark, hisinvasion of England, 13. s truce
with Ethelred II., id. His destruction of London Bridge, 17,
14, Norse Bongs to his memory, 18. Churches dedicated to,
aud Legend of, 19—22.  Iiynn to, 22,

Oleve, Bt., Churceh of, in Southrark, 19—22, Bridge property in the
Parish of, 192

s in the Wall, l'!ndm;.woperty in the Parish of, 192

Oldeastle, Sir John, Lord Coblk m, his zcal as a Protestant, 167

OId "Change, origin of its name 97

Orford, Iorace Walpole, l.uu of, h(q ¢ Ancedotes of Painting,’
(1799,) 246, 368

Orleans, (harles Duke of, illuminated copy of his PPoems, 219

Orphans’ Fund of London, 349

Oshorne, Sir Edward, his gallantry at London Bridge, 227, 228. No-
tices of his family, 229, 2790

Overs. John, bis supposed monumental offigy, 20, 33, 34, ¢ Ilistory
of the Life and Death of John Overs,” (1744,) 30—33

Overies, Church of 5t. Maggy historicnl notices of, 25—30, 33, 75

* Owen's Weekly Chronicle, og.kn_nivcrsal, Journal,’ 302

Packinaron, William de, noticeof, 75

Pagennts at London Bridge, 148, 160, 161—163, 165, 173, 176—180,
198—200, 221, 431

Pancras, St., Biridge property in the Parish of, 191

Papists, statutes enucted agninst, 273, Exccution of, 272 -

Puris, Great Bridge of made an Exchange, 90

I’aris, Matthew, Jegend from his © Flistoria Major,’ (1G44.) 131

Parker, Matthew, Archbp, of Canterbury, his Bouk ¢ De Antiqui-
tate ot Privilegiis Cantuariensis, &c.’ (1572,) superb copy of, 47

Parsons, » fireat Arch of London Bridge opened by, 448, 449

Patent Rolls, references to the, 61, 63, 79, 82, 83, 86, 94, 95, 46, 98,
99, 100, 113, 12}, 124

Paul, St., Putron of the City of Ya-ugdon, 128

Pegge, Rev. Dr. Samuel, his¢ F? hen's Description of London.’
11772,) 5,9, 10, 41, 73

Pollat and Girecn, Messrs., their Incrustated Glass Block for the New
London Bridge, 488

Pennant, Thomas (vide Crowle), kis ¢ Account of London.’ (1741,;
11, 228, 347

DPepys, Bamucl, his ¢ Diary,’ (1825,) 298

Pepysian Library, Magdalen College, Cambridge, i Drawing
of London DBridge in the, 250—262

Yorcy, Dr. Thomas, Bishop of Dﬂﬂmre, his ¢ Reliques of Ancient
English Poetry,” (1794,) 302 -

Ll
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P hilosophical Transa. uns,’ 352, 41" .

Philpot, John, Somers: Ierald, hic MSS., 132, His tract of tho
¢ Citle's Advocato, 1679 ) 133 .,

Piers of London Bridge, uow constructed, 396, 397. Section of one
at the Great Arch, 398. Oponed and cxamined, 459. Of the
New London Bridge, 469

Pinkerton, John, his ¢ Essny on Medals,” (1789,) 283

¢ Placita Rolls,” their nature and contents, 102. Extracts from, 102
—105

Plagne, notices of London Bridge during the, 328

Playfair, John, 445, 446

IMays, mention of Lom’lon DBridgo in old English, 431, 43‘2

Plutarchus, his account of tho Pontifices, 69

Poetry, various picces of, te with Lond London Bridge.
&e., 6, 11, 18, 29, 50, 107, 108, ¥+ 127, 144145, 164—166, 174
—180, 200, 233, 237, 300—302, ~16, 317, 24, 343, 344, 361, 362,
423, 454

Pontage granted to London Bridge, . i3—116

Pontifices, their institution and offic 8, 69

Poter, Walter le, cvidence 8f the surors of his Ward concerning
London Bridge, 87

Prince’s or King’s Lock, London Bridge, view of, in the Frost of
1414, 455

Printing on the Frozen Thames, 343—343, 354, 362, 423, 453, 434

¢ Protestant Mergury,* (1700,) 336G

Proverbs on London Bridge, 318

IP’rovisions, nncient prices of, 39

¢ Public Advertiser,” 366, 309, 379, 0, 403, MM, 405, 406, 408, 409,
411, 422,423, 425

¢ Public Lodger, 403

QUEENIITHE, ancient market at, 331 -

— — Ward, cvidence of the Jurors of, concerning London
Baiglae, 87

Quern, Church of St. Michael le, its ancient site, 97

Quintain on the Thames, 41, 43

Rastarn, William, his edition of the * Statutes,’ (1594,) lﬁ. His
¢ Pustimes of People,” 205

Ray, Rev. J., his ¢ Collection of English Proverbs,’ (1737,) 314

Raynew cil, Sir John, his Arms, 172

Rennie, John, 445, 446, 452, ¥ "*snce and Works of, 452. Tlis

- plan for building New Lo 8w -idge, 461. Design of adopted,,
464, 487, 4%). Mednl of, to commemorate the work, 496

Rents anciently paid for buildings on London Bridge, 89

¢ Reports on the Public Records,” (1801,) 86

¢ Reports and plans for the Improvement of the Port of London,
(1799-1801), 427, 428, 4"9, 434, 418—441, 443—449

¢ Reports and Evid T ing to London Bridge,” (1821,) 456,
457, 459, 461, 472

** Reresby, Bir John, Travels and Memoirs of,’ (1813,)'349

Richard 1T, King of England, Tre. tios for his Marriage, 134. ITis

TL L
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magnificence, 147. Finos the City, and enters at the Bridge,
148 Mis marriago with Isabel of France, 15t. Charged with
tho Duke of Gloucester'sgmurder, 152. 1lis friends exccuted,
and his own murder, 153, 154 °

Richard, Archbishop of Canterbury, his contribution to the Bridge,
47. 1lis life, character, and death, 47—49

Richardson, William, -Canon of Lincoln, his edition of Godwin's
Book ¢ De Precsulibus Angliar Commentarius,” (1743,) 47

Ritson, Joseph, Song from his ¢ Gammer Gurton’s Garland,’ (1810,)
107. His ¢ Ancient Bongs,” (1790,) 120. His censure of Lyd-
gate, 201

Roadway of London Bridge, its formation, 398—399 -

Robeson, John, 445, 446

Robertson, Rev. A,, 445, 446

Rochester Bridgo, destruction &, 99

Rocket, London, geowing on Lendon Dridge, 433

IRock Lock at London Bridge, 332, 382

RRoe, Barthol , his ti 308

Romans, their arrival at umdon, &e , 6—9

Rotuls Scotia, cxtracts from the, 136138, 140, 141

* Royal Library,” INNluninated MSS. in the, 41—43, 219, 220

Rouw, Peter, his Medal of Alderman Garratt, 495

Ruding, Rev. Rogers, his ¢ Annals of Coinage,’ (1819,) 263, 416

SAFE duct, various instr ts of, transiated,.137, 140, 141

St. Catherine’s Hospital, custody of London Bridge, granted to, 82

$t. Martin's le Grand, foundation of the Sanctuary of, 158

St. Mary's Lock, danger of, 458. Bterlings of, 460

Salva Regina, Guild of, in 8t. Magnus’ Church, 216, 395

Bn.nctuury, ancient law of, 157. 158

0, CH his 8 t in praise of Venice, 315

Savile, Bir Henry, hls Rerum Anglicarum bulptnros post Bedam,’
(159G,) 14, 24, ¢

¢+ Saxon Chromdcle,” (1623,) 13, 15, 23, 24, 38

Seots, Mary, Queen of, her sent proclaimed in I ?56

Bcott, Samuel, his picture of Old London Bridge, 368, 0. Copy from,
369, Views of buildings from, 381—382

Scott, Sir Walter, his edition of * Dryden’s Works,” (1808,) 433

Scott, Willlam, his fac-simile of Norden's View of London Bridge, 268 -

Scotus, Marianus, his ¢ History of England,’ 15

Seal of London, notice of an ancient, 127 °

Serrcs, Dominioe, his rosid ' don Bridge, 286

Servico-Books, alterations made» e, 231

Seymour, .R.obcrt, his ¢ Survey of the City of Londom,’ &ec. (1734,)
288, 333, 348, 3560, 357, 368

Shakspeare,\William, historical references to his Dramas, 203, 205, 431

Sherifls, customn of drinking to the, 256

Sheutcman of London Bridgo, order for the, 314

Shop-Bills of Londun Bridge, 278, 280, 406, 407

Bigns and Shop-keepers on London Bridge, 274—279, 280, 282, 407, 431

Bingor’s, Smanuel Woller, his ¢ Cavendish Life of Wolsey,' (1825), 226

Sisymdrium Irio, growing on London Bridge, 433
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Skidmoro, Pcter, his Medalets of London Bridge, 284

¢ Sloanian Manuscripts,’ 78 -

Smeaton, John, his plan for strengthening the Hridge, 30i. His
Reports on London Bridge, &c., 398, 408, 415, 417, 430, Mis
plan for strengthening theGireat Arch, 449

Smith, John Thomas, his ¢ Antiquitics of London,’ (1791,) 34, 407,
454. 1Ilis ¢ Anclent Topugraphy of London,' (1810,) 288, 200,
w2, w8 -

Sinith, William, Rouge Dragon Pursuivant of Arms, his acconnt of
the Arms of London, 131

Snorro Sturleson, 16.  Iis account of London Bridge, &c., 16—18

Southern, John, bis plan for Strengthening a Cast-lron Bridge, 446

Southey, Robert, his * 8pecimens of the Later English Pocts,’ (1807,)
408

Southwark, ancient market and fortifientions in, 16. Battle of, 17,
18. Songs on, 18. Church of St. Olave, 19. 20, 21, Church of
St. Mary Overies, 25—30.  Dreadful Firein, 75. Presentments
concerning.the Bridge, 89, 90.  Orders of the Common Council
concerning denders in, 91, 92, Rents paid to the Bridge from,
193. Cade’s residence in, 202—205. Arms of, 223. Fair in.
219, 240

————— Bridge, ercction, &c., 452, 473, 4756

———— Gate and Tower on London Bridge, 250, 382

Sparruck, Barthelomew, his account of London Ihidge, 72

+ Spectator,’ advertisement from the, 336

Hpecd, Johin, his ¢ Theatre of the Ewmpire of Great Biituin,' (1611,
127

Stadler, F. C., hiy engravings of London Dr.dge, 447

Statutes cited, 350, 357, 374, 376, 378, 419, 464

Stephen, St., Coleman Street, Bridge property in tho Vatish of, 192

—— .—— Kt., Walbrook, Bridge property in the Parish of, 191

sterlings of London Bridge, 57, 58, 306, 107, 420, 425, 427, 434, 40,
458 460

#tocks Market, City Ordinances concerning, 121—~124.  Deseription
and Rents of, 194, 195

mtones of New London Bridge, 468. Tirst Stone described, 484, 490

Stow, John, (eide Howes, and Strype,) his MS. colleotions, 11, 75
Procures Leland's papers on London, 235

E‘Mrutfnrﬂ, Essex, possessions of London Bridge at, 103, 136, 460
———, Abbey of, dispute with that of Barking, 104, 105

strutt, Joseph, his ¢ Sports and Pastimes of the People of England.”
(1801,) 41, 43

Strype, Itev. John, his ¢ Stow's Barvey of Londim, (1720, 1764,) 11,
25, 29, 35, 38, 40.43, 44, 47, 55, 70,73, 76, 77, 04, 86, 88, 93, 94, 95, U6,
097, U8, 99, 100, 103, 106, 120, 121, 126, 327, 120, 132, 135, 168, 171,
181, 207,208, 209, 213, 216, 223, 227, 231, 232, 240, 24!}, 250, 257,
2568, 262, 289, 205, 328, 329,330, 331, 334, 535, 339, 362, 431

Fuffollk, William do ln Pole, Duke of, various acts of, 196, 1908. His

o t and tion. 201
Supremacy, persons executed for denying tho King's, 247, 272
Sutherland, Mrs., her ill d copy of () don’s History, 266

Bweyn, king of Denmark, his invasion of London, 14, 15
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Swythin, St., Bridge property in the Parish of, 191
Simon Iitz-Simncon, his notice of London Bridge and Chapel, 66

T A\vsn, Dr. Thomas, Bishop of St Asnph his * Notitin Monastica,
(1787,) 26, 27

Telford, Thomas, his designs for a (meron DBridge, 441, 442, 444

Temple, Hon. Mr., his suicide, 349

Temporary Bridge at London, 379, 385-301

Thamos, Fords and Ferries over, 7, 8, 12, Ancient Rridge on the, 8.
Eating-ITouse and Festivities on its bunks, 10, Its conrse turned
by Knute, 23, Violent Inundation of, 37. Ancient sports on,
41, 42, 43. Ancient Channel of, 70-73. Remarkable Droughts
in, 99, 263, 356. Praised by Polydore Vergil, 224. Frosts and
tides in, 272, 273, 342-346.  Guard on, 307. 8ir . Wren’s plan
for a Quay, 337, 338. Various depths of water at and above
London Bridge, 372, 438. Soil of, there, 434. Inclination and
velocity of, 462. Survey of, 463, -

Thomuas-i-Beceket, (bapel ou London Bridge dedicated to, 6168, 220,
287

Thoresby, Ralph, his * Dueatns Leodiensis,’ (1713,) 68

Thorn, William, his ¢ Chronicle of the Acts of the Abbots of St,

. Austin's,’ 68

Tides at L.ondon Bridge, accounts of remarkable, (1608,) 274, (1641,)
305-307.  (1767.) 420. Particulars of the, 400, 401

Tilting on the Thamnes, 42, 43

Tithes ancicntly paid in London, 214, 304

Todd, Rev. Henry John, his ¢ Catalogue of the Archiepiscopil
Manuscripts in Lambeth Palace,” (1812,) 48, His edition of
¢ Dr. Johuson's Dictivnary,’ 434

Tokens, Tradesmen’s, 280-28:3

Tolls on London Bridge, 375, 376 ; on Blackfriurs’, 421

Tower of London, records there, 53, 74, 77, 79, 2, 83, 85-88, 94, 95,
o, 98, 113. 121, 122, 124, 145, 137, 140, 141

Tower Ward, evidence of the Jurors of, on London Bridge, 46

Tradesmen hving on London Bridge, 274-279, 200-2835, 407, 431

Truitors’ Gato on London Bridge, 247

¢« Traytors’ Perspeetive Glass,’ (1662,) 360

Trinity House, Report from, on Building Corn Mills at London
Bridge, 258 1ligh-Water Mark of the, on London Bridge, 400

Trowel for laying the First Stone of tho New London Bridge, 486G, 437

Twiss, Culonel, 445, 446

Twysden, Roger, his ¢ 1istoriz Anglicanm Scriptores Decem,® (1652.)
21, 23, 149

Tyler, Wat, his entry at London Bridge, 126

1 reorr, William, his Coflection of ancient shop-bills, &e., 278, 343
M5, 406

¢ VALOR ECCLESIASTICUS," of and refe to the, 230
Vauxhall Bridge, 450

Vergil, Polydore, his < Historie: Anglie,” (1570,) 76, 224, 225
Vertue, George, his engravingsof Old London Bridge, &c. 65, 59, 66, G7
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Vincent, Thomas, his account of the Fire of London, 325
Vimon on London Bridge, account of, 320, 321
Visscher, John, his View of London Bridge, 200

WakrrieLp, Yorkshire, Bridge and Chapel at, G8

Wale, Sumuel, drawings, &c., of, 229, 385

Walker, Anthony, his view of London Bridge after the fire, 391

—, James, Vauxhall Bridge built by, 452. His account, &c.,
of a pier of Old London Bridge, 461

—————, Ralph, bis ¢ Report,’ (1823,) 401

Walliee, Sir William, s execution, 117—120

Waulleis, 1lenry le, houses built by, belonging to London Bridge, 97.
rects o house ealled tho Stokkes, 122

Wullington, Nehemiah, his account of the Fire on London Bridge,
202294

Walpole, Xoratio, Larl of Orford, his tmanslation of ¢ &ir I’nul
Hentzner's Journey [into England,” (1757,) 236, IHis ¢ Anecdotes
of Painting.’ (1799,) 206, 368

Walsingham, Thomas, his ¢ Chronica and Iistoria Brevis,” 126, 147,
149, 1545

Walton, Dr. Brian, Bishop of Chaester, bis ¢ Treatise on Tithes i
London,” (1641,) 214

- eee—, Izaak, his * Lives,” (16735,) 274

Walworth, Bir Willinm, his statue in Fishmongers® Tiall, 127

Wardens of London Bridge, 211, 213, 340, 3M, 470

Wasce, Frater, (‘ustody of London Bridge given to, 54

Waterloo Bridge, 452

Watcrmen's petition concerning London Tiridge, 411

Water-House at London Bridge, 238-341 R

Water-Works at London Bridge, 264, 255, 261, 351, 411, 412-422, 444

Watt, Jaunes, 415, 446

« Waverley Abbey, Annals of,” 37, 44, 65, 76, #5

Wells, Lord John, his passage of urms on London Bridgo, 136-138,
142-145 .

West, Friar, mistake coneerning, 54

Weostminster, Matthew of, his ¢ Flores Historiarum,’ (1570,) 81, g2,
117, 118

Westminster Bridge, 366. Hal overflowed, 71

Whitelocke, Bulstrode, his * Memorials of English Affairs,’ (1732.)
311

Wikes, Thomasa de, his ¢ Chronicon,’ 82

Wilkins, George, his ¢ Miserics of Inforced Marriage,’ (1607,) 432

Willement, Thomas, his * Itegal Heraldry,” (1821, 167

William I., King of England, his charter to the Monks of Westmin-

., ster, 34, 35

_% . , taxes and public works of, 37

Wilson, T1 his design foy a t-i Bridge, 440, 441, 447

Winchester, Henry Reaufort, Bishop of, his disputes with the Duke
of Gloucestcer, 170, 171

¢ Wine and Walnuts," (1823,) 285—287, 155, 368

Wiseman, Samuel, his « Dbscription of the Burning of London.’ (24

Wolchurch, Church of St. Mary, its ancient gite, 97

Mg
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Wolsey, Cardinal Thomas, hiv procession over London Bridge, 226

Waod, Thomas, his view of London in 1599, 268

-+ - —, John Philip, his cditivn of ¢ Douglas’ I'ecrage of Scotland.’
(1813,) 145

¢ Woodfall's General Advertiszr,’ (1739-40,) 363

Waool, ancient duties on, described nnd considered 50, 51

Worcester, Flarence of, his ¢ Chronicon,” 24, %6

» William of, his * Annales Reram Anglicarum,’ 196

"orks of London Bridge, Officers of the, 470, 471

Worniius, Olaus. his ¢ Monumentuin Danicorum,’ (164.5, )

Wrangham, Archdeacon Francis, his ¢ Langhorne’s Translation of
Plutarch’s Lives,’ (1813,) 64

Wren, Sir Christopher, his belief concerning the Thames heing
turned, 71. Ilis plan for a quay, 337, 338

‘Wyat, Sir Thomas, his rebellion and attempt on London Dridge,
240—243 ,

‘Wyatt, Samuel, his design for a new London Bridge, 440

Wyntown, Andrew of, his ¢ Orygynale Cronykil of Seotland,” 143 —
145

Wryon, Willinm, his Medal of Alderman Garratt, 495

Xamneres, TIsenbert of, 53, 54

THF KENh.

LOXDON :
BRADBURY AND EVANS, PRINTERS, WHITEFRIARS.
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